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8 1 3 of Parliament, 
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* $35510X-NOU8B, CLERKBNWELL, THURSDAY, 08. 25 1% 


& 
APR ” 


Fi morning the CoMMS8I0N made out 6 the purpoſe” 
of bringing to Trial the ſeveral perſons confined in the 


Tower, under 11 charge of High Wan, was open at this 


place. 
The 13 who appeared, As named in the Came! b in, 


were as follow: 


Sir JAMES 1 Lord Chief Juſtice: of he 88 Pleas, 6; 


Sir AKCHIBALD Dear n, Lord Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer. | 


$ * 4 * a 


Sir Draven Forrrans, one of the Barons of the: Exche: | 


quer. (3 QZ 3% 
Sir Fu auer Bur Lan, one of the Puiſne Judges of the 
Common Pleas. . "$9.0 
Sir Nas Gloss, one of the Paiſne Judges of the King's 


Bench. 


Benon. 
The Special commichon of Oyer and Termillice: bs eng 
ing, hearing, and determining of all High Treafons and Miſpri- 


- ons of Treaſons, in compaſſing or imagining the death of the 
Frets 1 the realm, or in ad- 
2 7 5 


bering to the King's enemies within the realm; or, giving them 


3 levying war againſt his 


aid or comfort within the faid realm or elſe where, was then 
read. It is dated the 10th: of September, 1794. The * 
ing is a liſt of the Commiſſioners therein, named. 


+ Inn Mazapis oF Tito | 81 8 & Moon, Ki 
. FIELD... . 

ee Erus, Kr. C. 1 8 $i has Borten, Br! 
| * 

„Sin B. Horniu, KT. B. E. 2 8. LAWRencE, Kr. J 
Sig NaT- GRoss, Kr. Un „ 


Sin a Mor can, Ran; ',, CORDER, 


Joan SYLVESTER, £80. | CRANLEY. Tao. i 


— 


PAL JopDRELL, Es —_ =” 
Jon Lewis, Es . - | SAMUEL Wree, ESG To: 
- PowNALL, Es... . ANTHONY DICKENS, 8 


How. H. Res, 33 gina e 8 
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WM, MainwaRING, Es 50. "SERJBANT. _ 
* 1 MonTAGOoE, e 


vac. 
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PP : 4 . 
Ls abt? * 1 — > 1 ; 4 * . 
| t „ * N, 3 or Og 
is ! * , Bd 6 4 ; 8 
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5 4 12 1 W. Rosz, Kr; Rx- 1 


99 A 


And Mr. Juſtice Law KENCE; the Junior Judge in the King's ; 


s k 3 9 g . : 
* 1 5 2 : 2 5 | 
1 bY | 252 


© The following i is a un of the | Conaſel who opened for the 5 
rown.. : 
Sir Joun Scortr, Adee Genetal. 
Sir Jonx MrTrorD, Sollicitor Devore. 
Nr. Serjeant Abiik, King's Serjeant. IT 
Meſſrs. Bow tr, Law, and Garrow, King's 5 Counſel. 
Mr. Woop, Mr. BaLDWin, &c. &c. *s 
Mx, Dvxvas, Lord Advocate of Scotland, was Ale in 7 | 
Aker the Commiſſion had been read, the Grand Jury were 
ali, and the following twenty-three gentlemen were e worn. 


| 1 
IT. OF THE GRAND JURY... 95 OR 


. 8 
4 A 


Bapzanin Wanger, 1 
. 1 Y 5 Foreman, . 
JoRN SNEIDER, 
E - EDpwaRrD IRoONSIDE, 
* = BexJanin KEN Ton, 
Bosxar H. n 
OHN Errts,  _ 
H. 1 
Rp PERRY, 


8 


£& 4% 
FL. 3.2 85 1 4 


Jon Hixxer, of ; 
=» Sander For, INS I, 


bs 


SAMUEL 5 
GrorGE Wanp gz, 
Tous BopDDaM, 


175 
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* $+ROBERT WiLzmSon, NS: 
TryomMas COLE, „ 
GEDRGE GNA mit > 
Henry WarrcnT, ' - __ 
JoHN HaTcherTrT, K. W 


"RoBERT Feen, ww 
Joun CaMPBEeLL, ane 
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of: the public. prints: 


b : . <d by a oumbgr of the 


8 « SIR, 


3 3 oaks trouble of attending at the 
YZ 4 2 to-morrow, nor at the 


"F 


0 Tio hundred gentlemen, Fee of the 80h, wers "AB 
i to attend, in order for them 10 ſele | 
Jurys but for What reaſon, and by whoſe. girections, we can: 

mot . on Wedneſday, evening the following letter was receiy- 
entlemen, in order, to preyen 

e truſt, if it was. 2 fargerys. 
ill betaken to. aſcertain the fa,” 


60 We are +990 moment. interne! that you. need not. OM 12 ; 


Fy 5 £ 
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= = W 1 555 fotewing, ar note e in moſt * 


the Grand 


their at- 
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Seflion-bauſe, on Clexkenwell- : | 
Old Bailey, on Saturday next, , 


. to your ſummons; but you will have a freſh notice of 
the time and place when and \ where: You.: * to N in u pur- 7 


e 8 18 ſummons. EG 
fs . Dated We. iſt of October, 1794- 1 e 


oHN EAMER 
a bor. 3 — 


"The. - 4 


SEE MI. > Se nk br. 
The CHARGE gelivered by the Right Honourable Sir 
James Eyre, Lord Chief fuſtice of his Majeſty's Court 
e Common Pleas, and one. of the Commiſſioners named 
in a Special Commiſſion of Dyer and Terminer, ſued 
under the Great Seal of Great Britain, to . wo 5 
| - '"- certain High Treaſons, and Miſpriſions of Treaſon, 
wiilin the County of Middleſex, To THe GRAND 
Iuvxx, af the Seſſon-Houſe on (ler tenxvell. Green, on 


 . Thurſday, the ſecond Day of October, 1794. 
8 AI : Printed at the © Regueſt of the Grand Fury. } AT | 


2 
3 


1 2 
: . 
. 7 i ; "WF \ * 4 . 
* * PY * A a . 83 
= 5 . - "Y% 24 1 1 % . 6? of * 1 
£ * : — 1 — by as; g 


4 2 4 2 . 6 — b . 3 1 8 - bk 
* : . 5 —4 * $ w : : 
A % * 2 91 4 7 þ * 2 ; - JE f ; 4 3 . ; * R 3 5 + of 
Pi: F | | | „ 24 0543 5 3 ho CITI 


1 


n 
4 4 R 


| #4 I IQ & + . ; 2 7 
FEE! | 368 4 v2 BY '3} 8 4 N 2 Py g 5 7 1 14 - 2 ? e 1. * N Ja 
£4 WS + : i. » F bs A fe * 3 A * * 4 3 * [2 A 
: M 2 7 a 4 y i ' : 5 , 3 
N ; * 5 3 5 J 8 — 79 . SPEED 
4 *Gentlemen'ef the Grand Inqueſt. 
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BO EDS I Th tak SECRLID ͤ Bo. 8 od. AS1 ES 4 . . 1 8 8 ; 
Vo are aflembled under the authority of the King's Com- 
I Þ miſſion, which has been iflued for the bearing and deter» 
mining of the offences of wn. Treaſon, and Miſpriſiong of 

5 ENT 


$ .# 
* 


9 5 Treaſon, againſt the perſon an authority of the King. 4 W I 
That which hath given occaſion for this Commiſſion is that 
«which is declared by a late ſtatute, namely, “ That a traiterous 
© and deteſtable conſpiracy has been formed for ſubverting the 
« exiſting laws and conſtitution, and for introducing the ſyſ- 
«© tem of anarchy. and confuſion which has ſo lately prevailed in 
% France“ acrime of that derp malignity which loudly'calls upon 
the Juſtice of the nation to interpoſe . for the better preſerva- 
„ tion of his Majeſty's facred perſon; and for ſecuring the 
4 peace, and the laws and liberties of this kingdom??? 

_ * The firſt and effective ſtep in this, as in the ordinary criminal 
proctedings, is, that a Grand Jury of the country ſhould make 
_ public mquiſition' for the King ſould diligently enquirey/ diſ- 
coder, and bring forward t6 the view of the criminal magiſtrate 
tthoſe offences which it is the object of this Special Commiſſion Þ| 
to hear and to determine. VF 

Tou are Jurors for our Sovereign Lord the King 3 you are ſo I 

__ - Rilled in every indictment which is preſented ; but let the true 
nature of this ſerbice be underſtood. * The King commands you 
to enter upon this enquiry; but the royal authority in this, as 
in all its other functions, is exerted, and operates ultimately 
for the beneſit of his people. ' It is the King's object, his duty, 
to vindicate his peace, his crown and dignity, becauſe Hir peace, 
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| crimes which ean be committed, and aye niſhed with A 


8: ci which nothing but the / pipuk can quſtify. ' 


The bufineſsof this day calls upon mo (in order that you may 


- thetherrer underſtand the ſudiject which is ta come before you) to 
Pen to you the nature of. Ns fence, which T base before 


ſpoken of in general. RS 

An ancient ſtatute, 25. Lübars m. 5 . and; des 
It. 1 ſhall ſtate to yeh ſo much of that declatation and defini- 
tion as appears "to me to have any probable relaton to the buli. 


3 5 5 mals of this day. 


By that ſtatute it is ar ckared us be High Treaſon © to cottivaſs 
or imagine che death of the King,” provided ſuch compaſſing 
and imagination be manifeſted by ſome act or acts proved (by 
two witnefles} to have been done by the party accuſed in proſe- 
eutjen of char compaſfing and imagination; that is, from he 


Y 


„ ˖ atk?» fdginadon of tbe, heart (ip afſed + 


upon, . Ay. ſteps ate taken in any manner conducing to 
Er about andeffeCting the deligngthe IIS , 
— the crime, and the meaſure of it is full. 5 
Theſe ats or ſteps are technically e eee at; dad - 
"ha forms of p ding in'caſes of this nature require that thefe 
- overt acts ſhould be partidulatly ſet forth in every indiftment of 


es e and, from the nature of them, they _-_ oonſtitute the 
prificipats head of enquiry for the Grand Jury. n 
Theſe overt acts involve in them two diſtin (von devadons : | 
25 Alt, The matter of fact of which they conkity's in me yore TC 
5 the Telation of that fact to the defign. at's Eo 
oi reſpect to the mere matter of fa, 15 - will . for the 
5 Grand _ oven fig inte the true me of 1 it, ht. 15 can have 5 


7 « 3 


gi 
Te refpect to thequeſtion 1 d the fact hat relation — 


_ t ebullitute an overt act of this ſpecies of treaſon, which 


involves conſiderations both of fact and of law, it is impoſſible 


1 is 3 for a way ** 8 . eng 8 | 
* 0 ferices around the perſon and authority of the King, and 
= - all attempts againſt the one or the other are confidered as the 


x 


= thidtanycerpiin vule ſhoukl'be laid down for your government : _ 
dovert acts being 1 in their natare'alFthe:poſfible means which may | 
be aſed in the profecution of the end propoſed; they can be no 
= «otherwiſe defined, and muſt remain for ever-infinitely various: 
mus far l can inform you; that occafions have unbappily but 
„dos teequently brought overt acts of this ſpecies ofivreafoniunder 
” - - ceonfideration ;- in'vanfequencecf which we are furnified with 
Juen opinions upon many of them and e ane furniſhed 
will opinions (drawn from theſe ſourees) of tes writers, ſome of 5 
. 85 "The 1 and moſt _— men of- We nt —— . inte- 


3 Ei 2 
grity has been always cnßdered as the moſt prominent feature 
of their character, and whoſe doctrines do no form great land- 
marks; by which poſterity will be enabled to trace, with à great 
degree of certainty the boundary lines between High Treafon | 


7 


* 


and offences of a Jower,axder and degree. 
It is a fortunate cirqumſtance that we e thus affiſted; for it 
is not to be diſſembied, that though. che, crime. of High Treaſon 
is s the greateſt crime againſt faith, duty, and human ſociety,” 
and though /* the public is deeply intereſted in every proſecution 
& of this kind well founded, there hath been, in the beſt times, a 
conſiderable degres of jealguſy on the ſuhject of proſecutions for 
High Treaſon they are ſtate proſecutions, and the conſequences 
to the party accuſed are penal in the extreme. 
Jurors and Judges ought to feel an extraordinary anxiety that 
proſecutions of this nature ſhould. proceed upon ſolid grounds. 1 
Lan caſily conceive therefore, that it muſt he a great relief to 
Jurers placed in the reſponſible ſituation in which you navy. 
Rand, bound to do juſtice to their country and to the parties 29- 
enſed, and anxious to diſeharge this truſt faithfully; ſure, I am 
cht it is conſolation and comfort to us, who have upon us the 
reſponſibility of declaring what thetlaw is in caſes in which the 
public and the jndividualare ſo deeply intereſted; to haue ſuch 
men as the great Sir Matthew. Hale, and an eminent Judge of 
dur own tictes, who, with the experience of a century, concurs 
with him in opigion, Sir Michael Foſter, for our. guides. 
Jo proceed by ſteps From theſe Writers upon the law of 
Treaſon (who! ſpeak as I have before obſexved, upon the autho-k 
rity af adjudged; caſes) we learn, that not only acts of immediate 
aud &re# attempt againſt the King's life are overt acts of go m- 
paſſing his death, but that all the remoten ſtebs taken with a view 
to aſũſt to bring about the actual attempt, are equally vert acts 
of this ſpecies of treaſon ʒ even the meeting and the conſulting 
wut ſtep ſhould be taken in order to bring about the end pro- 
paſed has been always deemed to be an act done in proſecution 
of the deſign, and as ſuch an overt act of this treaſon This is gur 
Fhirſt ſtep in the preſent enquiry. I proceed to obſerve, chat the 
due atis L have been not ſpeaking of have reference, nearer Þ 
dor mare remote, to a direct and immediate attempt upon the lle 
of the King; but that the fame authority informs us, that they, 
he aim direckly at the life of the King (ſoch, for inſtance, as 
the perſaons who were-concerned in the aflaſſinat ion plot in the 
'_ i;neign of King William): are not the only perſons who can he fad 
to compaſs or imagine the death of the King. The entering 
e ino meaſurss which, in the natme of things, or in thegs em- 
& mon experienee of manłk ind, do obviouſly tend to bring the life 
aof the King into danger, is alſo compaſſing and imagining 
70 Tae the | 
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gen of the King ;“ and the meafutes which are taker? = 
mine atonce evidence of the compaſſing; and overt acts of it. 

=The" inſtances which are put by Sir Matthew Hale and Sir 

Wenzel Feſter, (and upon which there have been adjudged caſes) 

_ _ar& of confpiracies to depo/ethe King, 10 impriſon him, to get Bit 
perſon into.the power of the conſpirators, to procure an invaſion of th 

Eingdom.” The firſt of theſe, apparently the ſtrongeſt caſe, and 

coming the neareſt to the direct attempt againſt the life of the 

King; the laſt, the fartheſt removed from that direct attempt, but 

being a meaſure tending to deftroy the public peace of the coun- 

try; to introduce hoſtilicies, and the neceſſity of reſiſting force by 

force," and where it is obvions that the conflict has an ultimate 

EF tendency to bring the perſon and life of the King into jeopardy z 

ij is taken to be à found Eonftruftion of the ſtatute 25 Edward 

© © NF ba he clear law of the land, that this alfo is compaſſing 

duc imagining the death of the King 


+ Tf# Eonfpiraty'to depoſe or to imprifon the King, to get his 
perfon into the power of the conſpirators, or to procure an inva- 
2 of the kingdom, involves in it the compaſſing and imagining 
dee his Yeath; and if ſteps taken in proſecution of ſuch a con- 
_  Tpiricy are Tightly deemed overt acts of the treaſon of imagining 
E and compalling the King's death; need I add, that if it ſhould 
60̊5 that it bar cntertd inte the heart of any man; who is a fubjet 
w defign to overthrow the <vhole government of the 
 colintry, To pull down and to ſubvert from it's very foundations the = 
Finn, , that glorious fabric which it has been th work of | 
ages toeret, maintain, and ſupport, "which has been cemented with 
the beft Vlooll of bur” anceftars ;\to defign ſuch a horrible ruin and de-. 
be honey which no King could ſurvive, 6 crime of ſuch a magnitude 
menen country bath ever ventured to conitemplate in it's 
ee, need H add, 1 fy, "that the complication and ide 
ener eus extent of ſuch a debpn will not prevent it's being diſ- 
tinckly ſeen, We Wie Conpaling and imagining the death of 
mie Nigg is involved in it, is in truth of it's very ellence n 
E © This is doo plain à caſe to require further illuſtration from 
mie. I any man ok plain ſenſe, but not converſant with ſübjects 
deb this nature, ſhould feel himſelf diſpofed to alle whether a con- 
piraey of this nature is to be reached by this medium only; 
=» whether it is a eri treaſon to compaſs and imagine the death 
© of theKing, and not a ſpetiſic treaſon to conſpire to ſubvert the 
moch ifelf; 1 anſwer, that the ſtatute of Edward III. b 
- "which we are governed, bath not declared this (which in all juſt 
= theory of treaton is the greateſt of all treaſons) to be High 
end lawpiver had ever ventured to contemplate it in it's 
ant. 'The 'Seditio Regni, ſpoken of by ſome of our 
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neceſſary; that in ſec on and authorit) 
From all danger, the monarchy, the religion and laws of our 
country are incidentally ſecured, that the conſtitution of our 
government is ſo framed, that the imperial crown of the fealm 


| ought to proceed. 


obſervations upon the other branches of the 


7 Ss 


Perhaps if it were now a queſtion whether ſuch a conſpirzey 


Id be made a ſpecific treaſon, it might be argued to be un- 
ſhould b 2 the perſon and authority of the King 


is the common centre of the Whole; that alt traiterons attempts 


upon any part of itare inſtantly communicated to that center, and 
felt there; and that, as upon every principle of public policy and 


Juſtice, they are puniſhable, as traiterous attempts againſt the 
King's perſon or authority, and will, according to the particular: 


nature of the traiterous attempt, fall within one or other of the 
ſpecific treaſons againſt the King, declared by the ſtatute of 28 
ET 


againſt by the Ia 


3% » CL 808 Omni bis. 
| Gentlemen, I preſume. 1 hardly need give you this cautior, | 


that though it his been expreſsly declared, by the higheſt autho⸗ : 
rity, that there do exiſt in this country men capable of meditating 


the deſtruction of the couſtitution under which we live; that de- 


A 


In conſequence of that declaration it became a public and in- 


diſpenſable duty of His Majeſty to jnſtitute this folema proceeds. . -. 


ing, and to impoſe upon you the painful taſk of examining the 


accuſations, which ſhall be brought before you; but it will be 


Your duty to examine them in a regular judicial counſe,. that is, 
7 hearing the evidence, and forming your own judgment upon 


T4 E en r A 
And here, as I do not think it neceſfary jo trouble you. with 
5 other vt the ſtatute 25 Edw. III. 

the charge to the Grand Inqueſt might conclude, had not the 
particular nature of the conſpiracy, alledged.to have been formed 


Aàgainſt the ſtate, been diſcloſed, and made matter of public-no- 
toriety by the Reports of the two. Houſes of Parliament, now in 
_ every one's hands; but that being the caſe, I am apprehenGve - 
| that ſhall not be thought to have fulfilled the duty, which:tke 
Judge owes to the Grand Jury, when queſtions in the criminal. 
law ariſe on new and extraordinary caſes of fact; if I did not 
plainly and diſtinctiy ſtate what I conceive the law to be, or 


what doubts I conceive may ariſe in law, upon the facts which 
ate likely to be laid before you, according to the different points 
of view in which thoſe facts may appear to ou. 


—— 


It is matter of public notoriety that there have been Aſſocia- 
tions formed in this country, and in other parts of the kingdom, 


the proſeſſed purpoſe of which has been a change in the Contti- 
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SON? Oe ©: 176 3; . 0 
t ebe | CommonsHaulc - 1 the obtaining. 
ok Anga! Parliaments; aud that to ſome of theſe Aﬀociations 
| famed ofcs, hidden under this veil, purpoſes the moſt traiter . 
have been, imputed; and that ſome of theſe Aſſociations . 
93 ky g Been ſuppoſed to have aRually adopted meaſures of ſuch a 
nature, aud to have gone into ſuch ergeſſes, as: will amount ta, 
the. crune of High, Treaſon, - - | 
If there. be ground to confiderahe prafeſſed purpoſe of any of 
„ theſe 1 Er 8 4 Reform in Parliament,” as mere colour, 
>: 20S A pretext.! keld out in orger to cover deeper deſigns de- f 
ien aint rhe whole Conſtithtion, and Government of. the 
country.z the caſe of thoſe embarked: in uch defigns- is. that,” 
whack. L ave already conſidered. Whether this be- ſo, or not, 
is mere matter wer of fafd;. a8 to which 1 ſhall only remind you, that. 
Kan inquiry # Auto a charge ok this nature, which, undertakes to- 
1 a out that d dllende purpoſe is mere veil, under which. 
1 coticealeda Hare exaus: conſpiracy; requires cool and deliberate * 
| Examination, and e molt attentive. couſßderatiom; and that the: 
reſult ſhould be pe eh clear and ſatisfaftory. , In the affairs o 
common life, no man is} Deg in 1 rg to zngther g means: * 
4 ccnträr to. What he himſelf expre ut upon the fulle 
= wh ende. | 125 Be bake, OW where the cha $i or we, 
cut, it i 3dging to the. crime medicated the deepeſt: Ce 6 [i 
= and treachery, with. reſpect to thoſe individuals, Who may be, oy 
daun in 0 e in the, oftcalible”! pur - as. well a8 to * 
- 0m deer which, \this dak myſtcry;of, widkegneſs is-fab 


e "we, du 795 eb Atociations t6 adbiere 10 the profeſed | 
pu rpoſe, Ne, A no other primary obſeck; it may de a leg. 
18 ite p Mblc, ard (if it. be pollible) by what procels ic it r 
an Alſeciation for the | Reform of of Paxlianent can wark afelf up to the. 
„ HA Treaſon? All men, may, 13% al menmuſt, if they 
Gels the faculty of t thinking, reaſon, upog every thing, whic 
_ wow Weiently intereſt» them, to become objects, of their Attention; 1 
: ; and, AN the objects of the attention; of. free men, the peincl- _ 
= plcsof < Government, the conſtitution of particular Goyeraments, _ 
No and,.;above , all, the Conſtizution. 'of the. Government under © 
which they lixes,, Will .naturally” engage attention, and provoke _ Wo 
1 ſneculation. "The. power of communication of thoughts and opls 
nNiuions is the gift of God, and the freedom of it is the ſource of: al 
„ JeF. the firſt fruits and the ultimate happineſs of ſociety a 2 
therefore. it: ſeems to fallow, that human ſa ys ouꝑht not to inter: | 
5 nay ' Cannot; imerpoſe, 10 prevent the communication of 
ſeniwenzs and gpinions in voluntary, aſſemblies of men. all 3 
= _ which, is true, wah this angle reſervation, that thoſe Aﬀemblier : 
3 en raed. * e a {ndanger the public 
— TN | * 
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I ſhall not ſtate to you that affociations and aſſemblies of men, for 
the purpoſe of obtaining a Reform in the interior Conſtitution of 
che Britith Parliament, are ſimply unlawful; but, on the other | 
hand, I muſt ſtate to . that they may but too eaſily degenerate, 
and become unlawful, in the higheſt degree, even to the enor- 
mods extent of the'erime of High Treaſnnmn. 
The proceſs is very ſimple: Let us imagine to ourſelves this 
caſe: A few well-meaning men conceive that they and their fel- 
low ſubjeRs labour under ſome grievance; they afſemble peace- 
ably to deliberate on the means of obtaining redreſs; the num- 
bers increaſe; the difcuſhon grows animated, eager, and violent; 
a raſh meaſure is propoſed, adopted, and ated upon; ho can 
| ſay where this ſhall top, and that theſe men, who originally al- 
 ſembled;peaceably, ſhall not finally, and ſuddenly too, involve © 


— 


themſelyes in the crime of High Treaſon,. It is apparent bor 


eafily an impetuous man may precipitate ſuch Aſſemblies into. 


crimesof unforeſeen magnitude, and danger to the ſtate: but, let 


it be conſidered, that bad men may alſo find their way into ſuch”. 
Aſſemblies, and uſe the innocent purpoſes of their affociation as 
the ſtalking horſe to zbeir purpoſes bf a very different complexion.” 


'How'eaſy for ſuch men to practiſe upon the credifity and the 


_ enthubaſm of honeſt men, lovers of their country, 10541 to th tir” 


prince, but eagerly bent upon ſome ſpeculative ee = 
7 n % rs 
ns ch 


the frame, and internal mechaniſm of the Government ? 


f 3 3 ; 8 288 by + . a3 in 4 
ſuppoſe bad men to have once gained an afcendancy in an Aſſem- 


$4 


| - , . 8 "i 91 1 8 ; | — | 4 
A; V4 F F - + 2 i ; 4; $6.2 7 7" »* A) 2 : £44" 2 4 $: 5 5 ; M EE ad, 125 : 
S of the Governnient under which they Vive; dg 


— 
_ 


L 


bly of this deſcription, popular in it's conſtitution,” and 92 5 h 


popular objects; how eaſy is it for ſuch men to plunge ſuch 31 

aſſembly into the moſt criminal exceſſes ? Thus far 1 am ſpeak- 

| mg in general, merely to illuſt rate the propoſition, that men whi © 
afle | 


mble in order to procure à Reform of Parliament may N- 
| 8 x $$ SOS 8 


volre theqſelyes in the guilt of High Lresſon. 


Ihe notoriety to which 1 have alluded leads me to ſuppoſe, - 
& = Þ 8 „ oa 8 * „ | of ee YI tg 1 » 
that the * project of a Convention“ of the people, to be aſſem- 


% 


bled under the advice aud direction of fome of theſe ſocieties, or * 


5 from them, will be the leading fact, which will 
be laid before you in evidence, reſpecting the conduct and mea- 
ſures of theſe 'Aﬀſociations; a project, which perhaps, in better 


times, would have been hardly thought worthy of grave confde-- 


ration; but, in theſe our. days, having been attempted to be put 


in execution in a diſtant part of the united Kingdoms, and, with”. 
the example of à neighbouring country before our eyes; is de- 
{ervedly become an object of the jealouſy of our laws: it will be 


your duty to examine the evidence on this head very carefully and 


to lift it to the bottom; to conſider every part of it in itſelf; and” 
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| qoncufithet fad, Sato dhe exiſtence. the nature, and the gbject | 
tis project of a Convention, from the whole... a 


- 


© In the-oqurſe of the evidence you will probablg hear of *badics 
« of men having been collected together, of violent reſolutions 
e theſe and at other meetings, of ſome preparation of 
. - & offenſive weapans, and of the adoption of the language, and 
& manner of proceeding of choſe Conventions in France, which. 
Aae poſſcficd themſelves of the government of that country :” 
Tdwell not on theſe particulars, becauſe I conſider them, not as, 
ie Tresſons, bur as circumſtances of evidence, tending 
tt alcercaintherrue nature of the object, which theſe tons bog 
in view, and'alfo the ttue nature of this project of a Convention,” 
eh be conſidered by you in the maſs of that evidence; which 
de not Fall within the: province of the charge to 
- conſider in getair; my preſent duty is, to inform you, what the” 
_ "Jay. is upon the wetter of fact, which in your judgment hall 
r 
6³˙'ñæñů2 that Thaye ſaſkiciently explained to you, that 5 Iyer. | 


» * 


wt ler in convention is imitation of thſe 


„ 


ene een which we haus beard of in France in ander (e 
eee of the comntry; and any ove e taken lower 
buch ax fox-inftance; „ Conſultations, forming 
= «af commuttecsto confider of the means, acting in thole com 
de calc of no difficulty that it would be the 
thao High Freakin; it would be compathng. and imagining 

the King's death, and not paly his death, bur the death and der 
a order, 'religion, laws, all property, all ſecurity 
JJ 
That which remains'to he conſidered is, © the projet ofs 
ies for its ſole obje(t the <ff-Qing 2 change in 
ec repreſentation of the people in Parliament, and 
obtaining that Parſiaments ſhould be held annual; and 


bee there is roam to diſtinguiſh; Such a project. of 2 Con- 

_ vention, taking/itto'be criminal,” may de criminal in different . 
- | degrecs; according to the cafe in evidence, from whenee you gre 
tocallect the true nature and extent of the plan, and the manner 
in which it is intended to operate; and it will become 2 queſtion. 


* 


- — =. . > 3 : 3 * fl { e h : 

get importance, undef what claſs of crimies it ought to he 
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= . upon the complexion and quality of this project 
© ofiglanyeotions you wil lay down to yourſelves one principle 

which isnazer 39 be departed from; Tha alterations in the re- 
Pralentatinn of thr prople in Parliament, or in the law. far holding 
ane be ee by the authority of the King, Lords, 
© and Common, # Parliament affembled. This being taken as a 
© - foundation, it ſeems to. follow 38 a neceſſary canſeqquence that 


V project 


I 
* 
* 
* 
2 
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of 'a.Convention, which ſhould have for its obje&t 
a & ts 3 | 4 M a 5 3 - * 1 * 
taining a Parliamentary Reform without the authority 


& of Parliament, and ſteps taken upon it, would be High Treaſon, 


er in all the actors in it ;“ for this is a conſpiracy to overturn 


the Government, The Government cannot be ſaid to exiſt, if 
the functions of. Legiſlation are uſurped. for a moment; and it 
then becomes of little conſequence indeed, that the original con- 
| py ators, perhaps, had only meditated a plan of moderate reform: 
it is, ip the nature of things, that the power ſhould go ont af 
their hands, and be beyond the reach of their controul. A con- 


turn the Government, in order to new model it, which is, in 
effect, to introduce anarchy, and that which anarchy may chance 
to ſettle down. into; after the King may have been brought to 
the ſcaffold, and after the country may have ſuffered all the mi- 
ſeries which diſcord, and civil war, ſhall have produced. 

Whether «the. project of a Convention, having for its obje&t 
te the collecting together a power, ; which ſhould. overawe the 


. 


ſpiracy of this nature is therefore, at beſt, a conſpiracy to ver- 


e Legillative Body, and extort à Parliamentary Reform from 


10 
the Ipecibc. treaſon, of .compaſling, and imagining, the, King's 


death, is a more. doubtful queſtion... Thus far is clear; à force 


upon the Parliament. muſt, be immediately, directed againſt, the 


can-have no effect at all. Laws are enacted in Parliament hy 


Commons, in Parliament aſſembled. A force, meditated againſt 


and ſeems to falk within the caſe. of a force meditated againſt the 
King, to compel him o alter the. meaſures of his Goveraments 
but, in chat caſe, it daes not appear to me that I am warranted 


conſpiracy to xaiſe ſuch a force, and the entering into conſultations 


if acted. upon, will alſo amount to High Treajan,. and to 


Ning, who is an integral part of it; it muſt reach the King, or 
the King's Majoſty,. by and_with. the adrice of the Lords and 
nn chere fore a force meditated, againſt the King, 


by the authorities to ſtate to you, as clear law, that the mere 


reſpeQing it, will alone, and without aQually raifog the forcm 


 confhitute the crime of High.Treaſon... What the law. is in h 
caſe,, and what will be; the effect of the circumſtance. of the 


force being meditated againſt the King in Parliament, againſſ 


4 


the King in the exereiſe of the royal function in a point, which 


conſidered, and determined when the caſe ſhall arif. 


is of the very efſence of his monarchy, will be fit to be ſolemaly 
I mar be Rated to you. as clear, That . the project of a 


1 
„Convention, having for its ſole. obfect a dutiful and.peaceable 


* 


«« application to the wiſdom of Parliament on the ſubjeRt of a 
« weight and credit from the univerſality of it, but ſhould mi 
ilcretion to 


& leave to the Parlia 


% 


nt the freeſt exerciſe of its d 
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"grant or to refuſe the prayer of the petition, (great oe 


EL YSelponfibility will be on the perſons concerned in it, in reſp 
een probable, and all the poffible, bad conſequences of 
| - »colleRing a great number of people together Wich no ſpecific ' 
ee Howers to be exercifed;' and under no government but that 
b their own diſcretionz) “ cannot in itſelf merit to be ranked 
eng chat clas of offences which you are now aſſembled 
J oO en yn 
pon this laft ſtatememt of the fact of the caſe, I am not cal- 
ea pon, and"thetefore it would not be proper for me to ſay 
ore: ELD IEA J t 217 Tur 7 v* 5 72 | : 2 by 
_ *"2Gctitleiien, You will now proceed upon the ſeveral articles 
bf enquiry which have been given you in charge: If you And + 
dat the parties, who ſhall be accuſed before you, have been pur- = 


#2 


oing law fur ends by lawful means, or have been only indiſereet, 
der ze the Worst; if criminal, chat they have not been criminal 
Ito the extent of thofe treafons to which our enquiries are con- 
inne then ſay, that che bills which ſhall be preſented to you are 
A "ot iris Bills: But, if any of the aceufed perſons malt appear to 
„Fou to have been engaged in that traiterous and deteſtable con- 
” piracy deſeribed in the preamble of the late ſtatute; or, if with- 
out any formed deſign to go the whole length of that conſpiracy, 
they have yet ated upon the deſperate imagination of brin ing 
a about alterations in the Conſtitution of the Commons Houle ol 
Parliament, or in the manner of holding Parliaments without 
| the authority of Parliament, and, in defiance of it, by an uſurped 
© "power; which Mould, in that inſtance, foſpend.che iar ul au- 
© thority of the King, Lords, and Commons, in Parliament affem- 
blech and take upon itſelf the function of Legiſation ; (which 


imagination; amovats, to 2 conſpiracy to ſubvert the exiſting 


Aaws and Conſtitution, differing from the former only in the ex- 


desto ies objekt, ) pd 201/0, then de that which belongs io youn affice 


10 ab. J%JJ%%%%%w ea, 
Ain che third view/of the cafe ol the accuſed perſons; that is, 
it you find them involved in, and proceeding upon, a deſigu to 

Collect the people together againſt the legiſlative authority of the 
* country, for the purpoſe,” not of uſurping the functions of the 

_ Legiſlature but of overawing the Parliament, and ſo compelling 
tze King, Lords, and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, to 

; Fnac a lad for new. modelling the Commons Houſe of Parlia- 

went, or for holding annual Parliaments; and that charges of 


- High Treafon are offered to be maintained againſt them upon 


wis ground only; perhaps it may be fitting that, in reſpet2 of the 


 yextractdinary nature and dangerous extent, and very criminal com- 


CCTV 
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| hnd:adoubtful caſe, ſhould be put into 2 judicial courſe of, en- 


quiry, that it may receive a ſolem: adjudication, whether it | 


Will, or will not, amount to High Treaſon, in order to which 
. the bills muſt be found to be true bills. 5 
Treaſon, becauſe I am not aware that thete are ny commitments 
for that offence; and therefore l have ho reaſon to ſuppoſe that 


there will be any proſecution for that offence... It confifts of 


the tencealment of treaſon cummitted by athers, (which. undoubtedly 
it is every man's duty to diſcloſe, and the puniſhment is ex- 


tremely ſevere; but the humanity of modern times hath uſually 


Gentlemen, I have not opened to you the lay of Mi/prifon of 


interpoſed, and I truſt, that the neceſſities of the preſent hour 


will not demand, that the law of 


now be. carried into execution. 


3 | F E * 0 | $a ak 177 7 IF 4 7691 
Sentlemen, I diſmiſs you with confident expectation that 


your judgment will be directed to choſe concluſions, which may 


char innocent. men from all ſuſpicion of guilt; bring the. guilty:to 
 condign pumſhment, preſerve'the life of our Gracious Sovereign, ſecure 
the, flability of aur gavernment, and maigtin \the public peace, in 


which comprehenſive term is included the welfare, and happineſs of 
he people under the protection of the laws and. liberties of the h- 
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2, FRISONERS' accuſed; of HIGH REASON. 
| MIDDLESEX to wit, be it remembered that at 2 


ſeſſion of Oyer and Terminer of our Sbvereign Lord nota 


"of and for the county of Middleſex, holden at theSeflian-H6aſe 
on Clerkenwell Green in the ſaid county, on Thurſday the ſe- 
cond day of October, in the thirty-fourth year of the reignu of 
our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace H Soc, 
of; Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender 
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Faith, and fo forth; before the Right-Honourable' Sir Jemes 


Eyre, Knight, Chief Juſtice of our ſaid" Lord the King, of his 


Court of Common Pleas; the Right Honourable Sir Archibald 


Macdonald, Knight, Chief Baron of our. ſaid Lord/the King, 
of his Cou t of Exchequer; the Honourable” Sir Beaumont 


Hotham, Knight, one of the Barons of bur ſaid Lord the King, 


of his ſaid Court of Exchequer; the Elonourable Sir Francis 


Buller, Baronet, one of the Juſtices of our ſaid Lord the King, 
of his ſaid Court of Common Pleas; the Honourable Sir Nan 

Groſe, Knight, one of the Juſtices of our ſaid Lord the King, aſ- 
Ggned to hold Pleas before the King himſelf; the Honourable - 


2 Sir Soulden Lawrence, Knight, one other of the Juſtices of our 
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lf, and oth eir fellows, Juſtices, and Commiſfioners'of 
ur fai Lord the King, aſſigned by Letters Patent of our ſaid 
Log the King under his Great Seal of Great Britain, made to 
em and others, and any three or more of them (of whom one of 
them the aſorefaid Sir james Eyre, Sir Archibald Macdonald, 
Sit Beaumont Hotham, Sir Francis Buller, Sir Naſh Groſe, and 
Sir Soulden Lawrence, our ſaid Lord the King willed ſhould be 
— one)teinquire by the oath of good and lawfl of the Coun» 

Fol Middleſex, of all high treaſons, imcompuſſigg'or imagini 4 

e death of out Lord the. King, lerying war againſt our £0 

4 te King in bis realm, or in adboring to the enemies of our ſaid 
Lord the King in kis realm, giving to them aid and comfort in 

Bis realm or elſe where, and of all miſpriſions of ſach hi 

fons as afereſaid, or of any of them within rhe county aforeſaid, 


well within: liberties A withont,) by whomſbever, and in 


what manner ſoever done, committed, or perpetrated, when, 
| how, and after what manner, and of all other articles and cir- 
i cumſtances concerning the premiſes, and every, or any of them, 
mn aan manner whatſoever, and the ſaid treaſons and miſpriſions 
| of treaſons according to the laws and cuſtoms of England for 
this time, to hear and determine by the oath of Benjamin Win- 
throp, Eſquire, John Henry Schneider, Eſquire, Edward Iron- 
de, Eſquire, Benjamin Kenton; Efquire, Rawſon Hart Boddam, 
Eſquire, Jobs. Aris, Eſquire, William Pardoe Allet, Eſquire, 
oh He tp aire, Henry Peter Kuff, Eſquire, Thomas Wins 
W. Thomas Cole, Eſquire, Samuel Hawkins, Eſquire, 
George Grd, Elquire, Thomas Boddam, Eſquire, Joſeph Lan- 
calter, Eſquire Rebert Wilkinſon; Eſquire,” George Galway 
Mills, Eiquite,, Henry Wright, Eſquire, JohniHatchert, Eſquire, 
owland. Steph: + Eiquire, and John Campbell, Tfquire, 
5 wu] men +; the:county: aforeſaid; no here 'fworn, 
al: charged to inquire ſon our ſaid Lord the King/for the body 
of the ſaid: County; touching and concerning the premiſes in the 
faid Letters Patent mentianed. It is profented' nfo more and | 
' form as followeth, (that is ta fay) 
- MIDDLEESEX..to. Wit, IHE. JURORS- for one: betelhn 
| Lord the Ring, upon their oath preſent, That Phomas Hardy, 
e of Weſtminſter, in the County of Middleſex, 3 
5 Horne Tooke, late of Wimblcton, in the Count ofSurrcy, 
clerks John Augyſtus Bonney, late of the pariſſi of Bein: Giles 


iin the Fields, in the county of Maddlefex — gentleman, 
Stewart Kd, late of London, Eſquire, Jeremiah Joyce, late of 
the pariſh-of Saint Mary: le- Bone, otherwiſe Maryboney in the 
| County of-Middlcſex aforeſaid; gentleman, Thomas Wardls; late 
; "8 nen — A 


1 


t 2 1 | 
Saint Mary-le-Bone; otherwiſe 'Marybone- aforeſaid, in the 
County of Middleſex aforeſaid, gentleman, Jobn Richter, late 
of Weſtminſter, F Middleſex, gentleman, 
Matthew Moore; late of Weſtminſter, in the County of Mid. 
dleſex aforeſaid, gentleman, John Thelwall, late of Weſtmin 
| ſter, in the County of Middlefex aforeſaid, gentleman, Richard 
| -\ Hodgſon, late of W eſtminſter, in the County of Middleſex 
| aforeſaid, hatter, and Jobn Baxter, late of the pariſh of Saint 
Leonard, Shoreditch, in the County of Midadlefex aforefaid, 
| labourer, being ſubjects of our ſaid Lord the King, not having 
the fear of God in their hearts, nor weighing the duty of ! ; 
allegiance, but being moved and feduced dy the inſtigatien of _ 
the devil, as falſe Traitors againſt our ſad Lord the King, their 
ſupreme, true, law ſul, and undoubred Lord, and wholly with-" 
drawing the cordial love and true and due obedience whieh ever 
true and faithful ſubject of our ſaid Lord the King ſhould, and 
of right ougbt to bear towards our ſaid Lord the King, and con- 
riving, and with all their ſtrength intending, traiteroufly to 
eak and diſturb the peace and common tranquility of this king- 
dom of Great Britain, and to ſtir, move, and excite inſurrection, 
rebellion, and war, againſt our faid Lord dhe King within this 
kingdom, and to ſubvert and alter the legiſlatüre, rule, and ge- 
vernment, now duly and happily eſtabliſned in this kingdem, 
and to depoſe our ſaid Lord the King from the royal ſtate, title, 
power, and government of this kingdom, and to bring and pu 
our ſaid Lord the King to death, on the firſt day of March, in 
the thirty · third. year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord the now 
King, and on divers other days and times, as well before a 
after, at the pariſh of St. Giles aforeſaid, in the County of Mid- 
dleſex aforeſaid, maliciouſly and traiterouſiy, with force and 
arms, dec. did amongſt themſelves and together, witk divers: 
other falſe traitors, whoſe names are to the ſaid Jurors unknown, i 
conſpire, compaſs, imagine, and intend to ſtir up, move, ane 
excite inſurrection, rebellion, and war, againſt our ſaid Lord 
the King, within the kingdom of Great Britain, and to fubvert 
and alter the Legiſlature, Rule, and Government, now duly and 
happily eſtabliſhed within this kingdom of Great Britain, and to 
depoſe our ſaid Lord the King from the royal ſtate, title, power 
and Government of this kingdom, and to bring and put our faid* 
Land be enk 88 
AND FO FULFIL, perfect, and bring to effect their moſt» 
evil and wicked treaſon, and treaſonable compaſſings and ima- 
| ginations aforeſaid, they the faid Thomas Hardy, John Horne 
Loake, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah Joyce, 
Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, Matthew: 
Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and N 26 
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1 kalte t traitors: 28 5 EE reſ3a, with force an arms; Gf * Gig. 
. March, in the thirty-third year aforeſaid,” and on dixera 


>. Saint. Giles aſoreſaid, in the county of | Middleſex aforeſa 


> 5 8 meien and. traitgraudy. did meet, conſpire, conſult, and agree ; f 
] Among themſelves and together, withdirers others falſe traitors, 
e names are to the {atd Jurors unknown, to cauſe and pro- 


cure 2 Convention: and Meeting of divers ſubjects of our ſaid 
Lord the King tc to be aſſembled and held within this kingdom. 
Wh intent ang in order chat the perſons ta he aflembled at ſuch | 
vention 3nd; Meeting ſhould and might wickedly and traiter- 
alle, without and in defiance of the authority and againſt tha 


il of. che Parliament of this kingdom, ſubvert and alter, and 


canſe 0 be ſuhyerted and altered, the legiſlature, rule, and go- 
vernment, now. duly and happily cftabliſhed in this kin dom: and 
poſe, and cauſe. to be depoſed, our ſaid Lord the Ki 

tate, title, power, and government thereof. 
ND F UK THER 10 FULFIL, perfect, and bring to. 


<8 their moſt evil and wicked treaſon. and treaſonable com- 


allings and imaginations aforeſaid, and in order the more readily 
_ and. effcGhvally-40 afſemble ſuch Convention and Mecting as 
1 for the traiteraus purpoſes aforeſaid, and thereby to: 
32 the ſame purpoſes, they, jthe. ſaid Thomas Hardy, 
n Horne Looke, John Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jere- 
Joyce, Thomas Wardle, 2 i hamas e John Richter, 
—.— Moore, . John. Thel wall, Richard Hodgſon, and John 


known, on the ſaid firſt day of March, in the thirty-third year 
3 efaid; and on diverg:others days and times, as well before as 
x; with ſoree and arms, at the parifh of Saint Giles aforeſaid;- 
in be county of Middleſex aforeſaid, maliciouſly and traiterouſy 
dic compole and write, and did then and there maliciouſly and- 
rraiteroully cauſe td be campoſed and written divers books, pam- 
phlets, letters, inſtructions, reſolutions; orders, declarations, ad- f 
drefles, and writings, and did then and there maliciouſly and trai- 
texoully. publiſh, and did then and there maliciouſly and traiter- 
oully.cauſe to be publiſhed divers other books, pamphlets, letters, 
_ Inflxuctions,. reſolutions, orders, declarations, addreſſes and 
writings ſo reſpeCtively- compoſed, written, publiſhed, and 
_ cauſed-to be compoſed, written, and publiſhed, purporting and 
_ containing therein, among other things, ipcitements, encourage- ' 


: ments,. and.exhortations; to move, induce, and perſuade the ſub- * 


of our ſaid Lord the King ta chooſe, depute, and fend; : 
"cauſe o de choſen, deputed, and ſent, perſons, as delegates 4 


_ _ * 32 8 ſuch n and ä as afore-. 
| : ſaid 
5 : I 


ing, from!” 


iter, a6 ſuch faile;traitors as; aforeſaid, together with divers” 
chens falle traitors whole names are to the Jurors aforeſaid un- 


Aer Ss and times, as, well before as after, at the pariſſ̃ ff 


of 
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ſaid, to be ſo holden as aforeſaid, for the traiterous purpoſes 
Eo LS bis oC yl 
AND FURTHER TO FULFIL, perfect, and bring to 
effect their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſonable com- 
paaſſings and imaginations aforefaid, and in order the more readily 
and effectually to afſemble ſuch Convention and Meeting as 
aforeſaid, for the traiterous purpoſes aforcſaid, and thereby to 
accompliſh. the ſame purpoſes, 807 Big faid Thomas Hardy, 
John Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Tere. | 
miah Joyce, Thomas Wardle,” Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, 
Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and John 
Barter, as ſuch falſe traitors - as aforefaid, on the ſaid firſt 
day of March, in the thirty-third year aforcſaid, and on divers 
other days and times, as well before as after, with force and arms, 
at the pariſh of Saint Giles afgreſaid, in the county of Middleſex 
aforeſaid, did meet, conſult, and deliberate among themſelves, 
and together with divers other falſe traitors whoſe names are 0 
the ſaid Jurors. unknown, of and concerning the calling and 
aſſembling fuch Convention and Meeting as aforefaid, for the 
traiterous purpoſes aforeſaid, and how, when, and where ſuch. 


..- Convention and Meeting ſhould be afſembled and held, and by 
what means the ſubjects of our ſaid Lord the King ſhould and 


might be induced and moved to ſend perſons as delegates to com- 
. poſe and Sonſtitute the fame. SOD 
AND FURTHER TO FULFIL, perfect, and bring to. 


effect their molt evil and wicked treafon and treaſonable com- 


paſſiugs and imaginations aforeſaid, and in order the more readily 
and effectually to aſſemble ſach Convention and Meeting ih 
_ aforeſaid, forthetraiteroug purpoſes aforeſaid, and thereby toac-' 
compliſh the fame purpoſe, hey, the faid Thomas Hardy, John 
Horne Tocke, John Auguſtub Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah” 
Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, Mat- 
thew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgfonj and John 
Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as aforefaid, together with divers 
others falſe traitors whoſe names are to the Jurors aforeſaid un- 
known, on the ficit day of March, in the thirty-third year afore- 
ſaid, and on divers other days and times, as well before as after, 
Vith force and arms, at the pariſh of Saint Giles: aforeſaid, in 
the county of Middleſex aforeſaid, malicioully and traiterouſſy 
did conſent and agree that the ſaid Jeremiah Joyce,:Jokn Au- 
uſtus Bonney, John Horne Tooke, Thomas Wardle, Matthew 
Moore, John Thelwall, John Baxter, Richard Hodgſon, one 
John Lovett, one William Sharp, and one John Pearſon, ſhoutd 
meet, confer, and co-operate among themſelves, and together with 
divers other falſe traitors whoſe names ate to the ſaid} Jurers-. 
unknown, for and towards 1 8 aſſembling ſuch Con- 
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FPFPentidn and Meeting as-aforeſaid, for the traiterous pu poſes 
„ © AND FURTHER TO FULFIL, perfett, and bring to 
E effect their moſt evil. and wicked treaſon and treaſonable com- 
Rande aud imaginations aforeſaid, they, the ſaid Thomas 
__ Hardy, John Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart 
+ Kyd, Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, 
Jour Richter, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodg- 
dn, and John Baxter, as, Tuch falſe traitors aforeſaid, 1 3 * 
with divers other falſe traitors whoſe names are to the Jurors afore- 
Je unknown, on the ſaid firſt day of March, in the thirty-third 


'] 
| 


year aforeſaid, and on divers other days and times as well before 
As after, with force and arms, at the pariſh of Saint Giles aforeſaid, 
in the county of Middleſex aforefaid, maliciouſly and traiterouſly 
did cauſe and procure to be made and provided, and Jidthen ar 
E - there maliciouſly and traiterouſly conſent and agree to the making 
:  Andprovidin of divers arms and offenſive weapon to wit, guns, 
muſquets, pikes, and axes, for the purpoſe of arming divers ſub- 
FRs of our faid Lord the King, in order and fo the intent that 
the Tame ſupjects Thould' and might unlawfylly, forcibly, and 
-traiteronfly oppoſe and withſtand our ſaid Lord the King in the 
due and lawful exerciſe of his royal power and authority in the 
Execution of the laws and ſtatutes of this realm, aud ſhould and 
might unlawfully, forcibly, and traiterouſly ſubvert and alter, and 
Aua and aſſiſt in ſubverting and altering, without and in deflance of 
Ae authority and againſt the will of the Parliament of this king- 
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A dom, the Lepiſlature, Rule, and Goygrnment now duly and hap 
. Dpilycllabliſhed in this kingdom, and depoſe, and aid and affift in 


_ depoling our faid Lord the King &om the royal ſtate, title, 
4 Power, and overnment of this kingdom. SI e een Pty 


0 


| _ AND. FURTHER TO, FULFIL, perfect, and bring tb 
VJ 
5 e and imaginations aforeſaid, they, the faid Thomas Har- 
J, John Horne Locke, John Augüſtus Bonne „Stewart Kyd, 
. 9 5 Joyce,” Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John 
Richter, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, 
Aud John Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid, with | 4 
And arms, on the faid firſt day of March, in the thirty. third year 


© aforeſaid, and on divers other days and times, as well before as 
| alter, at the pariſh'of Saint Giles aforeſaid, in the county of 
Middleſex aforeſaid, malicioully and traſtefbuſſy did meet, con- 
Ipire, confult, 0 among themſelves, and with "divers 
. other falſe traitors, whoſe. names are to the ſaid Jurors unknown, 
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to raiſe, leu, and make InſurreCtion, Rebellion, and War 
thin this. Eingdom of Great Britain, againſt our faid Lord 
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; AND FURTHER T0 FULFIL, | aQ,.and bring 


effe& their moſt evil and wicked treaſon apd treaſonable com- 


firſt day of March, in the thirty-third year aforeſaid, and on 175 | 


ers other days and times, a9 well before as aſter, at the Pari 
of Saint Giles aforeſaid, in the county of Middleſex aforeſaid, 


unkngwn, ualiwfully, wickedly, and traiterouſly to ſubyert an 


"AND FURTHER TO. FULFIL, peed; and bring e 


effect theix moſt evil and wicked treaſon, and treaſonable com- 


. - > —— 17 21 nr nennen * 
paſſings and.imaginations aforeſaid, and in order the more res- 
dily and effeQually to bring about ſuch ſubverſion, alteration, 


2 . 


and depoſition as laſt aforeſaid, they, the faid Thomas Hardy. 
John Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus' Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Je. 


l 
4 - 
_ 


ter,, Matthew Moore, Jobn Thelwall, R jahard Ratten. ang 
John Baxter, as ſugh falſe traitors as aforeſaid, togerher with 
divers other ke g ' whoſe names are to the Naa afore- 


remiah, Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Rich- 


S 
'4 


ſaid unknown, on the faid, firſt day of March, in the thirty-third 


A 8 N CPC - 1 4; 155 ren v4 n 
year aforeſaid, and on divers other days and times, as Well be⸗ 


fore as after, at the pariſh of Saint Giles aforeſaid, in the coun- | 
ty of Middleſex aforeſaid, with force and arms, maliciouſſy ang 


LEON eee te £452 IN 5 3-4 $49 Þ+] 
traiterouſly did prepare and compoſe, and did then and thefe 
maliciouſly and traiterouſly-cauſe and procure to be prepared 


and compoſed,” divers books, pamphlets, letters, declarations, | 


ünſtruclions, reſolutions, orders, addreſles, and writings, and 


did then and there maliciouſly and traiterouſſy publiſh and dif- 
perſe, and did then and there maliciouſly and traiteroully cauſe 


and procure to be publiſhed and diſperfed divers other books, 
pamphlets, letters, declarations, inſtructions, reſolutions, orders, 
addrefles, and writings, the ſaid ſeveral books, pamphlets, let- 
ters, declarations, inliructions, reſolutions, orders, addreſſes, 


and writings, fo reſpeQvely prepared, compoſed, publuhed, 


diſperſed, and cauſed to be prepared, compoſed, publiſlied, and 
diſperſed. as laſt aforeſaid, purporting and containing therein 


* (amongſt 
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(amongſt other things) incitements, encoura ments, and ex- 
Hortatſons, to move, induce, and perſuade the ſubjects of our 
faid Lord the King, to aid and aſſiſt in carrying into effect ſuch . 
. traiterous ſubverſion, "alteration, and depoſition as laſt aforeſaid, 
and alſo containing therein, amongſt other things, information, 
inftruCtions; and directions to the ſubjects of our ſaid Lord 
the King, how, when, and upon what occaſions the traitergus- 
purpoſes laſt aforeſaid ſhould and might be carried into effect. 
2 ND FURTHER 10 FULFIL, perfect, and bring to 
effect, their moſt evil and wicked treaſon; and treaſonable com- 
I paffings aud imaginations aforeſaid, they, the ſaid Thomas Har- 
Ay, John. Horne Tooke, ſohn Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, 
Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Rich- 
ter, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and 
John Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid, together with 
divers other falſe traitors, whoſe names are to the Jurors afore- 
faid unknown, on the ſaſid firſt day of March, in the thirty-third 
year aforeſaid; and on divers other days and times, as well be- 
 & fore as after, at the pariſh of St. Giles aforeſaid: in the county of 
| ©» Middleſex aforeſaid; with force and arma, maliciouſiy and trai- 
tetouſſy did procure and provide, and did then. and there mali- 
eigully and-traiterouſly cauſe and procure to be prbvided, and 
did thenand there maliciouſly and traiterouſly conſent and agree 
to the procuring and providing arms and offenſive weapons (to 
wit) guns, muſquets, -pikes, and ares, therewith to levy and 
wage war, inſurrection, and rebellion againſt our ſaid Lord the 
King within this kingdom, againſt the duty of the allegiance 
of them the ſaid Thomas Hardy, John Horne Tocke, John 
Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah] ohe Thomas War- 
dies Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, Matthew Moore, John 
b Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and John Baxter, againſt the peace 
ol our ſaid Lord the now King, his crown, and. dignity, and 
Went dhe form of the ſtatute in that caſe. made and provided. 
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The Court met at ten &'clock, when the Grand Jury: Wan 
a Bill ready to return. About two o'clock the Lorp Cage. 
BaRkoN appeared on the Bench, vhen a true . Was . 
e 155 By d cee for. H ish Treaſon;: 85 
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Tach r 1 1 Tr0kas Hotonorr, 


JohN Horne Toots, 


. Jonun:RicuTER, i: 


Jon AUuGusrus Donna, | MATTHEW 8 
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- The Bill agai inſt Ie nr e e Datei 
The Jury chagked the Chief Juſtice for the Ch⸗ celivered 
to them the day on which the Commiſſion open which; at NJ] 
their requeſt; was ordered to be printed. The Judg 


* * 


y 


'thanket 


them in return for the Compliment. - As he would not à 


to ſay that he delivered it without Notes, he would chearfully 
acquieſce in their requeſt. His Lordſhip obſerved, that e 
Juty had attended vopx days, and wiſhed to know if 
ſhould proceed any further that «day ? or if they meant to 


journ ? After this converfation,” they Wet & ander to dert 


da at ten &'clock.” 
The Attorney Coral made” the uſgal Moti 
of the Indictments be given to the Priſoners. 


18 b 2 
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ons; that Copies | 
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69 411 


The Chi 2 Fuſtice wiſhed to know of the” Attorney Generaf, 


what time 


would be in readineſs to deliver to the Priſoners 


the Pannel of the Jury, &c. as den * were as en ng 


the Trials could commence. 


The Attortiey General faid, he mould be able to anſwer, and 


ſettle the buſineſs next day. 


The Chief Fuftice next called upon the perſons who attended 
as Agents, Solicitors, and others for the Priſoners, and inform- 
ed them, that by the uſual application. they may have acceſs 
to the Priſoners. He faid he would not harraſs the Priſoners 
by having them brought up until their arraignment—to inform 

hem of theſe particulars, for that Copies of their Indictments 
ſh ould be left with them, and wiſhed this information might 
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immediately communicated —And then the Cart, as 


A LIST 


dn 


EY 4 Y . . ; 
l * - | & L 4 3 5 "4 5 . - Nr F x 4 * a : 1 © 4 _ 
— 4 * 1 iS + Ef 1 * * N — I. > 2 l 5 R: 1 * =; D Fe, : 5 7 , £3. .# 5 10 4 $? G 7 12 * 3 2 , Fa 


THz KN ener- TSA naupr, jour HORNE | 
TOOKE, JOHN AUGUSTUS BONNEY,'STEWART KYD, TRE. 
"REMIAH JOYCE, THOMAS WARDLE,' THOMAS HOL 
CRAFT, JOHN: RICHTER, MATTHEW: MOORE, Joun 
PE Oey RICHARD HC DGSON,, AND, an N 

511 


e an Indiment for High Treaſon... PRIMA, 


- en Aitchinfon, Kucent of medicine, refding i in pes te, 
of Edinburgh, in the pariſh of Cannongate, i an the county of its 
_ burgh, a priſe: in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh. ; 
by Henry Alexa 2 iding t the R -tayern Fleet- ket, in 
| het City "of London. Tin drapery. 3 * * fe 
3 rs Adamt, of Took's court, Curſitor ſtreet, i in the county. of 


Middleſex, gentleman. Se 
"George Allen, of Tarner's court; Bedford. Babys i in 1 ia c county of 5 
Middlefen, one of the conſtables attending the Public-office in Bow 
Ae, Covent - garden, i in the ſaid county. . 

John Armſtrong, of Kingfland- 1 in the. iriſh of St Leonard, 
Sten in the county of Midc 1 68 the conſtables euch 

d count 

Jo 3 of Hare-couft,, in the Tor hs way" 
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ſta 
3 1 of 7 Wait bo l 2 in 8 county "4 


1 of Middeſex. - 1 
"Grant Broupbton, one of: his 5 7 * MIS SHY in ee 


abiding at the bo hook: of the Ri ht Me the Marquis of Salife 
5 bury,” in Arlington ſtreet, in the county. of Middleſex. 7 5 * 
- Bernard | Bayley, of Uvion-creſeent, Kent-road, i in the cou | county of. 


Seen gentleman, one of the clerks of the Polict-olir,., in Loa mbeth- = 


1 Whitechapel,” in the county of Migdleſ ſex. 
þ Burdchell, of the n in Took's-court, "and ea. L 


jag in great Jamertret, Bedford- row, in the county of Middlefes, 


- Mtorne at law. Ws 
0 1 5 Check Barnes, of Noble-fireet, Coffee, in the eviinty | 


of Middleſex, printer. 
obn Bou, of Red-liou-court, | Charter-houſe-lane, | Lond, on, 105 


newſman and ticket porter. 
Tomas Blackburne, of Craven - ſtreet, City-road, | in the county of 


ddl Pre * and wn 
* * e 
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5 
— Black, of Vork-Areet, Weſtmioſter, in the county 'of - 
7 4 green-grocer, and one of the conſtables attending the 
Fublic-office i in Bow. ſtreet, Covent- garden, in the ſaid county. | | 2 
* Robert Berenſoru, reſiding at the corner of Bennet'sourt, Driry- "| 
hind i in the county of Middleſex, taylor and green-grocer, and om 
of the conſtables attending the Pablic-office in 'Bow«ltreet, Corent= 5 | 
garden, in the ſaid county. L 
” Arthur Blake, of Devonſhite-treet, Portland-plice, © in the county I. 


of Middleſex, elg. 

Richard Bennet, of Redman . ro, Bethnal green, in the county: 
of Middlefex, warehouſetman. 

_ . William Barclay, of Duke's-court, St. Martin "+-lapes in the county 

of Middleſex, ſhoemaker. © 

Nathaniel Birch, of Vine-ſtreet, in the pariſh 'of St. Joho, Weſt⸗ 
miuſter, in the county of Niddleſer, labburet, one of the patroles 
attendivg the Public office in Bow-ftreet, eee wy the, faid. 


county. _ | 
* — Ball, of Oxford fret, in the cbanty of Middleſex, 
ler. | N 


Burſey, of Biackman - Itrect, 10 the Borough of Southijiak, 
in Se obo; Surrey, one of the clerks in the. Auditor"s-office, - 
Somerlſet-place. 
: Fohn "Bone, of Weſtön-Rreet, Snow *s.fields, e in the, =— 
county of Surry, muſlin clearer. — 
nun Camoge, of Fargate«ſtreet, Sheffield in the © 
Yotk; inkbottle maker, now in cuſtody at the Houſe of Ms ay of 7 1 
Parkinſon, in Little Chatles-ſtreet, Weltininſter, in the” county - 3 
* Miadlefx. © © £ 

| Jobn Child, of Crown-ftre Weſtminſter, i in the county: of Nad. 

dieler, one öf his Majeſty's re in ordinary. 8 
oh Coder, a ſoldier, in the Bitmingham Volunteers, late ar XX 

cb na-walk; Lambeth, in the county br Surry, apprentice to 

John Philip Francklow, taylor, and now reſiding With bis father, 

Chriſtopher Coates, of Little Callogs: ſtreet, Weltminter, in the 

county of Middleſex. | 

| Stephen Cottrell, of Cioſrenorytibe:” in the county of Middleſex, 

eig. one 206 the clerks 6f his Majeſty's moſt Hon. Privy Council ' 
William Carier, of Angels ley, Leeb in the aer of L 
Middleſex, bill flicker. rennen en : 

Patrick Colquhoun, of Charles-ſquare, Horte: in. the cc ount) "or 
Middleſex, eſq. one of the Juſtices of the Follcecoffice, 100 
ſtreet, Shoreditch, in the ſaid county. ah 
" Thomas Chapman, of Fleet- ſtreet, London, bookſeller. 

Job Comes, of One, in the —_—_ of R 


at law. 4355 
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"= victualler, Ind one of the 
' olfice in Bow - ſtreet, aforeſaid. 

Haury Croler, of Tottenham LENS in the county of Mid- 
Aleſex, —_ oker, and one of tbe conſtables attending the 2 
in Perehe Covent. garden, i in the ſaid county. i 

| C. , of Dean-ſtreet, Fetter-lane, London, labourer. 6x 

| "on: Corner, of Red · lion- court, „ in the city of 
| London, ſhoe · factor. 

22 s.Clart, eſq. ſheriff deputy, of the county of Edinbur = re- 
ſiding in George-ſquare, i in the pariſh of St. Cuthbert's 1 in the faid 

county. 

| nia Chatfield, * Back-hill, Hatton-garden, i in \ the county of 

ddleſex, timber mercbant. N 
_ Bernard Cobbe, of Walaut-tree-walk, Lambeth, in the county of 
one af the clerks in the Auditor's office, So 
| Villas Clarke, of Mount-row, Lambeth, in the county of Surry, 
e to the ſolicitor for the affairs of his Majeſty's treaſury. 
Henry Deattry, of Eſſex. ſtreet, in the county of Middleſex, clerk 
85 of the zul, on the crown fide 6-0 Majeſty's court ys 


I "Richard Daviſon, of Shield, in >the county of York, printer. 227 
Nan Daviſon, of Ruſſel-place, Reet. Cosent Funden, in 
the county of Middleſex, printer. 
lam Dalia, of Downin g-ltrect, Weſtwioſter, door porter at i 
the office of Lord Grenville, one of his Majeſty's principal ſeereta- 
ties of ſtate, ſituate in Downing-ſtreet 


. of ee Soho, in the county of Middleſex, 


yeph Edwards, the younger, of Jervis fob London, filver- 
wt now in cuſtody at the houſe of William Needham, in Cork- 
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gen, in the county of 
ending the Public: 


Dh Rreet, Hanover-ſquare, i in the county of Middleſex, one- of * Ma- 
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_ _ jelty's meſſengers in ordinary. 
„ Daniel Jſaac Eaton, of Newgate · ſtreet, Lede book eller | 
Henry Eaton, of Newgate-treet, London, the fon of Daniel Iſaac 
5 Beize. of the ſame place, bookſeller. ig 
© Evan. Evanc, late a priſoner in the "tate. * the Marſhal of the 
1 ſea, of the Court of King's bench, grocer, now reſiding at 
35 houſe of Samuel Giles, at Newington-ca . in the-county « of 
Surry. | 
Ann, Wan -named Evan Evans, now 
E of Samuel drr Newiogton-cauſcway, in N 
os 
. 1 of Beaufort-buildings, in the Strand, i in the 
count of Middleſex, wine-merchant. 
Told? Froft, late of Spring-garden, Weſtminſter, bot now iof 


inner, in the county. of 3 WG t 
4 the court * — a, _ _ " 12 9 wn | 


— of Niddfefer; esd. 


one oof the Juſtices at. | the Publicoſſce in rug Covent. garden 85 


in the ſaid county» W 
William ae of South- Kretz . oe pariſh of St. 
George, Hanover. ſquare, in the county of ne 

clerks of his Majeſty's moſt Hon. Privy-councit. - * 

Edanuri Hugion, of the — — Palmer ihege, AWweläl - 
fields; in the county of Middleſex, - ſhoemaker, and one of the 
oſſicers of the Public-office in Bew. Areck, Covent garden, in — 
d chunt, 

- Witham Henry Fallefe, « Joner-Scotland-yatd,/in: the, county. 
| of Middleſex, attorney at la. 
2 e of the Miadle-teple, London, beniker at 


law, 
0 # Pairley, - of - Broughton,” in the pariſh” St. Curiderthb, i in 
theo county of err N a priſoner i in tHe Cattle of: 115.2 
770 F ER 
[ſages Fawcett, the Jounjzer; of Camomile-treet, q: | 
| 102 eity e pore oe law. n 
_ » Thomas Furmage, of: il-ftreet; — e 
ihe county of Middleſex, collector of the rate ſor paving; tee. within” 
the pariſh of Saint Pancras, in the ſaid county. 
Hallam Fleicher, of ee in 2 
barriſter at law. | hs ' 
- Duncan Grunt; of PRES und,. 
of Middleſex, one of the! Conſtables” 3 
Bow-ftreet, - Covent · garden, in the ſaid county, 
 *Bdward'Go tes of Hoxton;'in the ch er Sine 
Shoreditch; in the county of Middleſex, ke 
houſe of James Biſſet, I . N | 
county,” and*clerk to * Wierham, * 
ties at the Poliev-office 10 L. ſtreet, Wi 


county. 
. onen. | | 
ſex; one of his Maj ew 0 joke he in 3 * 
Kicbard Gay, of Hopkins- ſtreet, Saint e aue ber *. 
Middlefex, drug and perfume grinder, a priſoner in che rat | 
the Marſhal of the Marſhalſes;-of the court of Kimmg's bench, in-the-. 
35 3 in” the county * 
Urry. 3 1 3 
- Thema Gree ef Ong ge. feet et; Leice geld., in che countyrof | 
Middleſex, A 062-4 gue 3492 2 4 
| \ Ho. Guan, _ Efſex-court, in the Middlecemple, arrifter * 


Alexander Grants of winde, Soho, in che county of f 
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dleſex; printer. 3 745 2 
hs Wim Gotobed,” of ober ne weh knie, Lordo, newt 
man. N 


Roger r Gojrel, of Hemlock. court, Spee, in the county of E 


"OPER and 9 ad e of the conſtables 
attending 
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oe FP; N county. * 


meſſengers in ordinary. 
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_ Hnthur Gli, of. 3 Ormond-direet, Queen's-ſquare, 5880 X 


'© county of Middleſex, attorney at law. 


Von ths,.of Plumber's-row, ee in the o- | 


| ty of Midd - 8g carpenter- und joiner, and one of the conſtables at- 
'£ tendiog the Police-olkice f in Lambeth- Abet edel, in ny faid 
County © : 5 TIP 7 

_—_— Eadie Griinde, of Faſhion-ftreet, Spitalbelds, r 3 aſſiſt- 
unt conſtable at the Police. office i in Lambeth-freet, 3 in 


5 I 
. 


. the county of Middleſex. / 
* Thomas Gr. No. 60, Charing-croſs, Weſtminſter, i in the coun - 


'-tx.of Middleſex, gentleman, clerk. to Mr. White, of No. 6, Lia. 


I col? inn. 


„Jobs Grower, of Danity Ruſſel-ireet, Corent-garden, in 


A esemy of Middleſex, gentleman. ++ 
Richard Hayward, of Friendly-plade; Shoreditch, in the county | 


of Middleſex, wax-chandler, now a. priſoner in his Majeſty's gaol of 


Newgate. 35 


Gone Massen, of \Borith-ſtreet, i in the wh, "of Saint De, 


Hanover-ſquare, in the count 7 of Middleſex, ons of. bis wer” 5. 


2 4 * 


. Chriflopher Hull, of Chancery: . e! at l how 


aan Halen, of Bell. yard, near Temple · bar, 80 * 


| "Henry Hill, Sf Fate free, in Sheffield, in the county of York, 
cutler, now-in cuſtody at-the tale: of Mrs. Mary Parkinſon, in Linde 


5 Charles ſtreet, Weſtminſter, in the county of Middleſex. 


Joola Hancock, of e in Chancery- lane, ; in the 
county of : Middleſex, en elerk to . WINE; of No. 6, 


Lincoln's Inn. rr 


eb re in 
7 z s-principal ſecretaries of ſtate. 


on; of Pall-mall, 5 * his a 5 Middleſex, "a 
office. of the Rt. Hon. Henry: | Dundas, one of his 


- Edward Harvey, of Lamb-ſtrect, Spitabſquare, in the county of, 
Middleſex warehouſeman: - . F 
obn Holling=vorth,: of Threadacedle-ſtreet, Lanka banker. | 
| * 1 Hiller, of Biſhopfgate ſtreet, wagte. pat! de now a 

prjlover in his Majeſty's gaol of Newgate. 


WY Samos! dee, of Fleer Beet, in "the ein London, 
© bookſeller, . 


e Jalaſes, of St. Paule Church-yard, i in the city of London, 


8 eee of Hart Areet, Bloomſbury, in the count 
| of Mets ſex, 5 P 7 


barriſter at la. 
ealous, of eee, D's: lane, in the county 


. of 2 ex; ſadler, and one of the conſtables attending the Public- 
| * in Bow-ſtreet, Covent-garden,-in the ſaid Sun m 


„of Eſſex-ftreet, in the Strand, in the county of 


| Middleſex,” tallow-chandler. 


+ Thomas — = the 4 in. the: x county, of +. 
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there, 
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| Middleſex, labour and one ef the conſtables aeg the Public | 

office in Bow-ftreer, - Covent-garden, in the {aid county. 4, 
- William Janes, eſq. of St. George's- fields, in the county of 


Surrey, marſhal of the Marſhalſea, of the court of King*s-bench.-+ 
David George Jucmar, of Frith. ſtreet, Soho, in the cou⁰, of © 


— one of the Clerks in the re e in ne | 


File 22 of, his SC RI Ree attorney: at laws. 
ing, of Queen-ftreet,: Queen's ſquare,” Weſtmiaſter, in 
a county 1 05 Middleſex, ela. one ot his hen, 's under. ſecretaries. 
of ate. 2 4 3 | 
Jobs Kirly, keeper of his Majeſty . geol of Nemgate, refding 


Pa 


Chriftopher Kennedy, of Croks court Broad waa Tipigy -ncerey! in 
the connty of Middleſex, exrpenter,. and one of the | conſtables 
attending the. Public: office in Bow-&reet, S wok . 


ſaid caunty. 


William Knight, o Windmill ſtreet, Piccadilly, in the. county of | 


Middleſex, ſhoemaker. 


David Kinghorn, Fe geoler of his Majeſty's Tower: of 


: London, abiding there. 


Wilian Lownder, of the Middle-temple, London, barriſter at 


law. 


. Edward Canin, of Little George ſtreet, Weſtminſter, in the . 


county of Waclesen, one of his en en e eumor- 
| d | 


Fames Lyon e at arme, reßdiog maths houſe of 1 

Cooper, in eee 0 in the city of — =o 1 d 
George Lynam,' of Walbrook, London, iro OS” 
Edward Lavender, of Drary- lane, in the county ae 

attorney at law, and chief clerk of the- Public-office in Eb 


Covent- garden, in the ſaid count. 


Arnold Langley, of Glouceltesifireet;: Queen's-ſquare, in the 
county of Middleſex, gentleman, clerk to Mr. e No. | 6, 


Lincoln's- inn. 9 


William" Lockhart; thetiff clerk depute ofvthe: 8 os; Baie 


burgb, reſßiding at Newhaven, in the peril of St. e- e 0 e 
county of Edinburgh aforeſaid. 


David Lloyd, of Vork-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, dan ale e * 


| Middleſex, footman to Mrs. Canipbell, of: ec ſtreet, St. N % 


in the ſame county. 1 the 
Robert Moody, of China-ſquare, Sheffield, inthe county of Vac. 
carpenter and joiner, now in cuſtody at the houſe of Mr. Mary 
Parkinſon, in Little eee reer in the county of 
88 Wan 
e n Whitehall, in the ena of Middleſex, one 
of his Majeſty's meſſengers in ordinary. en 
ohn Moore, of Gray*s-inn, f in che e Middleſex; gi 
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un of mis ny of Ke deter, 


"Had 
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* 


die. eſq; one of the chien of the court 1 common- 
 Georgh Munro, of Gearge-ftreet,. erb in che dun- 
Ke Middleſex,eſq-'a:captain in the army. 
Wr of Dowgatechill, 10 bb a of London, . 
5 e — 10 55 eee ee Fu the 
| N of Middleſes, hatter, and one of the conſtables,attending che 
Sab aber in Bow ſtreet, Covent · garden, in the ſaid county. 
Aae Mike, of Great Ruſſel-ftreet, * in the county 
of Middleſex, ſhopman to Mr. Jordan, bookſeller, in Fleet-fircer, 


* Jed Mark, clerk in the Sheriffclerk's office in Edinburgh, n re- 
WT | 


1 Caltle Wynd; in the city of Edinburgh. 

ee A Cubbm; writer, reſiding in the houſe of John Done. 

| „ e » in 'Todderickis Wynd, i in dhe oy of 

inbu 

_ ici lenander Mitchell, linen · manufacturer, edding at Serathaven, 

| in the pariſh of Strathaven, in the county of I 

M*Ewan, of the Water of Leith, in the parth of = 

3 in the county of Edinburgh, Weaver, e eee 

Tolbseth of Cannongate, of Edinburgh. 

a ile, wright and merchant, of the High. let of Perth, 
zntthe of Perth, in the ee, ge, "the 

ee e ibn. 

A Milk, of Duke's-court, „ S a in the 

|, --eauntyivf: {Middleſex; one of enen attending the abe. 


office 8 Bow-ſtreet aforeſaid. 047 & 4 + 5 wits Kander 428 2 fy by. 
a Stephen. Henry: Murrell, of + Ray-fireet, Cold-bath-felds, in be 
county of Middeſex, auctioneer. 460 


1 + William Middhion; ane of the Sheriff's officers of the” cantly of 
5 r= "IG My . dhe ha of _ : 


** 7 8 
e 4 


ww ofph Miter Aber, of 5 axe London, oe: who, 
* 4 Needham, of Cork: ſtreet, in the pariſh of St. George 
in _ on of Middleſex, one of his 5 


8 ltc | — 
2 22 "Nodder, FA Brewer-ſtret, Gelden-ſquare, in 
botanic- . | 


5%. 'reliding at the Chamberlaints-office; in Bt. 
Jae s- palace, 5 in the county f re ans re of hie Majeſty's | 


4 '.\ mefſengers extraordinary» 12 212 : 
Whitehall, ie the county. of 


nen, of 
© Middleſes, — * one of his e under ſecretaries of State. 
Randle wet of * 2 — —.— clerk: 0 Mr: 
15 pia aber yrer ſociety of the ner«temple.” 
uur Onflowo, of Craven-ſtrvet,” enge, in the county 
x; barriſter at law. 


* Robert Orroch, of Deav, in the pariſh of Bt. Cuntbert' inthe | 
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t — blackſmith, e the aue of Dj a 


0 wa On or, AK eres in the oounty of Barry. 
Jane Pariridge, of Nottingham, ſpinſter, e of Mr Par- 0 


$i? tridge, of Nottingham, aforeſaid, 


y. i 
Wilkam Pope, of Little Mary- lekeneiftrect, i in vhs: vin of | 
Middleſex, blacking ball maker, and one of the patroles attending 
the Public office in Bow-ſtreet, Covent - garden, in the ſaid county. 
Jul Pearſon, of Lincoln ' vin, f in e e gs ee ſta- 
duent at law. 
June Parkinſon, of Hoxton-ſquare, in the county. of Middleſex, 
for eon and apothecary. 3 
John Pearſon, of Fig-tree-court, in the Temple, geitleman. . 
' William Roſs, of Crown ſtreet, Weſtminſter, in the n of Mid- 
* one of his Majeſty's meſſengers in ordinary. | 
Joahn-Reeves, of Cecil-ftreet, in the . in the county of dlig- 
44 barriſter at law. 8 
George Roſs, clerk, or n in -ohis Gazetteer- 3 Edia- | 
burgh, * e nn oem in the N rg of 
Edinbur e 
0 "Archibald Ruthven, of Rio, Newington-butts, in the 
county of Surry, baker, one of the patroles attending the-Publice 
office in Bow: Covent-garden, in the county of Middleſex. 
James , of Tork · ſtreet, St. James's-ſquare, in the coun» 
N of Middle ex, bookſeller, now a de his e 8 


"Poway Clio Birkegs: of Upper Mary-le-bone fireet;' in the woun- 
tyof Middleſex, bookſeller, and Jane bis wife, of the fame | 
Sam Reerp, of Carthuſian deere e . me, in the 
| county of Middleſex, ſtatione. 
Inc Saint, of the city of Norwich, viewallery. now i cally ; at 
dhe houſe of Thomas Wagſtaffe, in South -kreet, in the pariſh-of St. 
| * Hanover-ſquare, in the ven of n one of his 
y's meſſengers in ordinary... 

N Thomas Slack, of . Goodman's-fclds, White- 
abi in the county of Middleſex,” ſtaymaker. 

Henry Delabay Symonds, of Paternoſſer· row; London, bookſeller, * 
now a 3 in his Majeſty's\gaol of Newgate. . 
Wi Sharp, of engen "gt en hoſpital, in the coon- 
Rb Middleſex, engraver; $4 q 

Jon Schaw, of Eaton-ſtreet, \Pienion, in the county of Midde- 
fer, one of his Majeſty's meſſengers in ordinary. 53 
| Thoma: Symonds, 'of Rn gn g e London ' 
| Rudent at W 35368 | 
_ © Mathers Swift, of Goul&'s-buildings; lead" dhe New Church in 
the Strand; in the county of Middleſex, ſhoemaker, and one of the 
conſtables attending the Pokice-office wy Nen Marlborough-ftree, 
i” = ſaid county. 1 3 ; 
orge Sauderſon, of the of r in Butcher row Tem- 
* in Fhe opunty of gd viualler, N * 
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ty of. Rutland, gardener. | 
Afury T bomipſon, the wife of George Thompſon, of Oakham, in | 


the county of Rutland, gardener, 


POP WIN jon "Smithy of Anihoke-pind Ambeth. 2 is the 
county 3 . meſſenger in the office of the Rt. Hon. Tony * 


"_ one of his Majeſty's principal ſecretaries'of ſtate, | 
oma Shelton, of the: ſeſſion · houſe in the Old- bailey, i in the Sub- 


. ud. of the City of London, attorney at law. 


Million Scot, ſolicitor at kw, digs in Merchant-ftree, i in the 


5 city of Edinburgh 


Daniel Stuart, of raab ure, Sobo, i in "the county of Middleſes, 


gentleman. 
- Thomas . of Paternofler:row, i in the city. of London, bair- 


. ; : 
by Jobn Shallard, of Chielton Reber, "SS in the coonty of 


Middleſex, paltry-cook; and one of the patroles attending the Public 
office in Bow-ftreer, Covent: garden, in the ſaid 
Fohn elner, of the ow, Soffthwark, in the county of Sur- 


ry; Hater. 
oe. Savage, - bl. Maiden lane, Prima London, ate. 


* 


„ in the county of | 


$5257 
"IE . 


Hallau Sterch, of Stankope-ftret, "Clar n 


Middleſes, ironmonger. 


Jobn Taylor, of Fleet: ſtreet, Londov," gene. now a » prifoner; in his 


Majeſty 's gaol of Newgate. - 
Milian Tims, of Crown-ftreet, Wellminſter, i in - ths eee of $ 
_ one of his M ajefty!s meſſengers in ordinary. 


r Thornton, of Wefmouth,irect, Cavendiſh: ſquare; in the 


county of Middleſex,” clerk at the Wee ne in Great Marlborough- 
| ſtreet, in the ſaid county. 


' Thomas Thomſon, 6f Shrub'e-bill, near Bagthot, in the” coumty- of 


Berks, eſq. 
Thomas Tourle, hw a ee in es candy of the! Marſhal of 


the Marſhalſca, of the court of King's bench, dealer in timber and 


coals, now reſiding at the houſe of Samuel Giles, WERE. 
- cauſeway, in the connty of-Surry. 


Foſebh Towers, of St. John's ſquare, Clerkenwell, i in the conmty 


of Middteſex, Vifſenting miniſter. 


ames Templeton, meſſenger at arms, refiding in Prefident's airs, 


in Parlismeat-xloſe, inthe city of Edinburgh. 


Jobn Thompſon, of Oakham, in the eounty of Rutland, gardener. 
Mary Thompſon, the wife of Jobn TERS) of Oathaw, in Wo 


43 


Jain Townſend, of Duke! s row, Pine in This, 5 os: Mid- | 


Aker, labourer, and one of the conſtables attending the Public-office | 


in Bowsftreet,” Covent-garden, in the ſaid: county, | 
omas Ting, of King's-road, Chelſea, in the county of Middle- 


| Hee flage-coachman, and one ofthe patroles attending the Public: 
£7 office in Bow-ftreet, Covent-garden, in the ſaid county; ES 


Job Taylor, of St; George's, Norwich, ſurgeon. EL, 
* 18 7851 ner the turn pike, in ehe e St, n 


TR "oi 39 9 3 


iche Fal, in n of Middleſes, der clerk he rub- 
lic · office i in, Lambetb-ſtreet, Whitechapel, in the ſaid . 
Fon Taplin, of Moalberry-ſtreet, Mile-end' Old-town, in the 
county,of Middleſex, ardener, one of the gonſtables attending the 
Police-office 1 in Lambeth- ſtreet. Whitechapel, In the ſaid county. 1 
William Taylor, of Bridge-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, in the county of "I 
Middleſes, eſq. one of the clerks in the office of the Rt. Hen. 
Lord Grenville, ope of bis Majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate; 
Felix Vaughan, of Crown-olllce-row, Tnner-temple, London, bar= | 
ritter at law. — 
John Vellam, of Oakham, | in the county of Rutland, butcher = 


zie. 

— 09 Jobe Upten, of Bell-yard, near Tewple . watchmaker 
Wag machiniſt, now a prifoner in the New e, Clerkenwell, i in 
the county of Middleſe. 

- Alexander Willis, or amy Areet, in x the, ;connty of Middlelex, 
 dancing-maſter.” _ 

Samuel Williams, now in 7 at the houſe of Mr. Fordham, 
in Lambeth · ſtreet, Rn Ne” in the county of Middleſex, 
coach · maſter, apprentice to and late abiding with Joſeph Wbitton, 
at Tower-ftairs, Tower - dock, London, gun engrayer. 

Jobn Williams, of Leiceſter fields, in the county of Middleſex, 
wine - merchant. | 
George Williams, of Weſt-ſmithfield, "gp 138 ſelle. 
Thomas Waghaffe, of South-ſtreet, in the pariſh of St. 9 * | 
Hanover. ſqusre, in the unter of Aiden, one of his Majeſty's 

meſſengers in ordinary. 

' Wiliam Wictham, of gt. James? bes in the county. of Middle- 
| ſex, eſq. one of the juſtices of the Police-office in Lambeth ee 
a I, in the ſaid county. _ 

Ihe arton; of Skelton-caſtle, in the PO AMES Yorks al. 
ſepb White, of 'Eſſex-court, Middle-temple, and of Lincoln ag 
zug in the county of Middleſex, attorney at law, and W for 7 , 
the affairs of his Majeſty's treaſury. yx. : 2 
William Walker, of Buckingham-ftreet, in I the Strand, in the * 
county: of Middleſex, attorney. at law. ok 

James Walſh, late of the Strand, inthe. county of Mi ddkeſex, bur. 

nowabiding at Hatfield, in the county of -Hertford, gent. - 

William Wordſall, of Solilbury-ſquare, Fleet-ſtreet, 1 printer. 

Henry Sampſon I oodfall, late of No. 1, the corner of Ivey-lane, ' 
Pateruoſter- row, printer, but no a Chelſea, an the coumy of 
Middleſex, . 

* George Williamſon, meſſenger at. A reſiding i 10 Prefent-ftairs, 
in Parliament · elole, in the city of Edinbur 
Jobn Watts, of bel he, Whitechapel, io, dhe. county: of 

Middlefex, dye. 

Thomas. Whitehorn, abiding at che houſe of Mr. Joke King, 4 
r een, wad, in the my of Middle. 


— ar" — 1 
*. 


* 


; * * 0 


 flationer, 


Barnet. Benjamin 


Fee 
N 
i: 
9 
* 


"If "i Þ 


| ſexy a0d bees ts Mrc Baxter, eee i the Hd, 
the ſaid county, bookſeller. . 
George . Widdiſen, of Fargate. ſreet, Sheffield, in the county. * 


: .York,. bajr-drefler, now in cuſtody at the houſe of Mrs. Mary. 
bn. 1 in Little Charles-ftreet, Weſtminſter, i in the aer of | 
* Middleſex. 


 Themas Wifi, of Flodyer-freet Weſiminkter,” in | the county of | 


2 Middleſex, one of. his Majeſty's 3 in ordinary. 


Thomas Wood, of Red: lion · ſtreet, Holborn, in the pariſh of St. 
George the Martyr, in the county of Middleſex, lottery - inſpector. 
William Worſhip, of Ball-alley, Lombard-ftreet, London, engraver. 
Richard Williams, of Oakham, in the county of Rutland, clerk. 

_ Richard White, of Piccadilly, in the pariſh of St. James, nnn. 


Ny ſer, i in the county of Middleſex, oilman... 


Georg e . Willington, of the Tnner-temple, TR attorney at = 
Ma erb, of Somerſet · place, in the county of Middleſex, 
«ad one of the inſpeQors general of unt in the Auditor's office |, 
there. 3 


Job York, of his Majeſty? 5 Toncrof London, * deputy lieute - 8 


nant thereof. 


Matthew Yatman, of err, athbone. un the er 


_— 


The" follbwing is, a LIST of the PE TTY nene — 
An. Thomas Buck, eſq | 7 


Basil lane, Jun Warner, gent. 5 2 : 
" Baker-ftreet, P auc, Thomas Skipp — — 


radbury, a W e 
Bedfordſqvare. Joſeph e eſꝗ · Ht 
Bethnak-green. Joſiah Boydell, gent. "> 
| Bow. Thomas Sayer, eig. 2 diftiller; Edward Gordon, ly 
and brewer; Mark Hudſon, eſg. and brewer. | 3 
. Hugh Ronalds, eq: and nurſery-man 3: David, Roberts, ä 


* $9. George's in the Bel. JoſephA „ 
Nathaniel. Stonard, brewer; Charles S8with, diſtiller 4 


. Chriſtopher Metcalf, eſq. and diſtiller. - 


Brompton. Thomas Hammerſly, eſq. and banker Hanbury: Potter, 


Old Bro , elq- 


— free, Archibald Paxton, vive · merchant. 8 . 
40 Bur-firezt, Eoft-fmithfield. Thomas Allen, brewer; Rice Davies, 


eee be Richard Maſters eſq. and banker; Thomas. Druce,. 
Charing-crofe. Charles Fourdrinier ſtati oner ; James Sbepnell, f 


| filrerſmith. 


Charlatte flecet, Rathlone — Edward Campion, eſq. and wines 


: merchant» Iſaac Mark, gent. 


—— Oy. Primait, 255 and chemiſt. og | 
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ED | 4¹ . 5 
Oben a 1 Eis str . 
aeg. Thomas Laurence, Strand on the N 4 hn. 


| Thompſon brewer ; 'Thomgs Beach, Strand on the Green, 'elq 
; Ul kene. Aplley Pellatt, St John'e-ſtreet, ironmonger: Jobe . 
Gueſt, ditto, eſg - and potter; George Fillingham, ditto, hopfaQor ; 
David Dean, ditto, heelemonger 3 John? V right, Red Lion-ſtreet, | 
watch. caſe-maker. * 9 x 
" Cochſpur-ftreet.”. Jates Olipha e batter; lee re. 1 
hanging - maker. END x 
""Colibrook. Henry Mek, tbr ade of Colabrook, oft: 
Dalton. Cecil Pitt, . 
| Downing;ftreet, Weſtminſter „Thomas Maude, elq- hardy agent. 
© Dateflreet, Weſtminſter. "Calvert Clapham, gent. 
Ealing. Thomas Weod, Hanging-hill, eſq. and coul · merchaut 


Richard Meux, eſq. and brewer; Robert Wi Lower-fide, | efq. 
Richard Hunt, Windmill-lane, eſq. Sampſon, "Bowles, efq- and ha- 


- berdaſher; John Baker, eſq. James Smith, eſq. and perfumer ; "Rom 


bert Vincent, eſq. Thomas Sayth, Proven eſq. * _ 4 7 
Edward Roberts, "ſq; Thomas! heap, elq. _ 5 * 5 
Edgware. Thomas Cockingyos, _-- 


and merchant z Thomas Lewis, South: ſtreet, e and Triſh-factor. 
b 5 Samuel Rudge, eſq. John Rudge, eg. 
Enfield. ''Marthias + Buße d of the Chace- hide, gent. wike' 1 


"Edmonton. Daniel Golſett, eſq : aud . oh PE Ie 5 3 - 


brand -merchant z George Capes, eſg. and e e Rich- = PY 


ard — gh, Forty-hill, e a. William Emerſon, 'Buſh-hill, . range 
Horſley, "Bull grole, ſq. Henry Purrier, Chace-tide, e 
Ellward, ditto, eſq. and upbolder 3 Chriſtopher Strothe 
a 3 and merchant. | 
Thomas Allen; Eaſt-end, efq. William vida my 

11 Gildart, Nether-ftreet, £4 and merchant. 
Fin lar, Sobv.' Alexander Trotter, efq. and > am "of 
Fulham.” Robert Lewis, Narth-end, eſq. John James, eſq 


YE OW ELY es 


LIES 12. 
ſq. 


baker = 
Gofeelt ter. Robert Hawkins, calidad my To 
© Gray -l. Thomas Harriſon,” cowkeeper.' © 85 


Greai Georges ſtreet 2 miner. Francis Ed t. i 15 4 2024s 
Greek: ftreet. Joſiah 8 an Rent er, 


Jani - rang the elder, 246 Se , ed. r 


elg.· 
Marſhall, gent. Benjamin Goodiſon, ela · James 


Henry Olbaldifton, 
i Hampſtead. Philip. Godſall, t, and. Ges Ea John Peter 
— wok elg. and . homs Rhodes 6, | Ps 4 


— * p C8= 
e 4 Yor 4 
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bande, l. Major Anode, Lian ert, an oo age = 


Hackney.” Thomas a Chintes Dy. eee. A 


Hammerſmith. james 'Dorvilte, eld · Simon e Bryan FE. f 
erf; 


. f 
8 * 


2 12 e/down: bill, near „ee 


Walker, , 
. Pe 7 g's 


kt 44 . 
Thomas Sic, + th, ny Elias: — 


William Har 


506: 7% 


atton-garden. Nathaniel Wri right, urve) or. 
Hayes. Jahn Blencow elq. 5 
Hendon. Michael Lellecss efq. Edward 0 gest. IE 
55 Fra „Edward! Hale, ent. Rama Provey, = . weaver. 
Areet, 1 . NR Wien 5 eſq. 4 
Ek on. Samu rlh, e am Perry, e d ſoar 
of hc; James Cook, thy FS: n 4 we 4 


3 Robert Mairis,. near Great Toraftile, We: 
ornſey. 5 Jurcloz, elq. and e Job Mayen, ch 
1 = +a F; 15 


53 2 . Pall, gent. uy i = Fi PW J b 

2 ton. e e t ow-c andler; John 

* 9 5 44D eſq.'S I Palmer, eſq. Edw. 

Jeffery Holes, Young-Rtreet, - eſq. 

ander Baxter, e * ki Faber Cri © Square, efq. Edmund Jen- 
e 


| ning, Young- — eoIay Fl Stephen Aifley, 6 g aha W . Wilſon, Square, 
omas Sanders imore-place n on ohn 
NA eſq. Thomas Burnett, nts 4 Johe eſ . a 9 5 
eſq. Iſaac Lucas, elq. and oilman ; John Jenkin 57 eſg. Thomas 
Robinſon, ChnrebJade, eld. and ga e Jobn Bat, Wo _ 
n 2 
e ee, Sir Joſeph Andrews, 
Lim , Robert 7 A ſhi We 1 Robert Mang. gie 1 
builder; 1 Mitchel, rope: maker; Adam Steinmetz, biſcuit- 
baker ; Jeremiab Blakeman, timber-merch an; þ Thomas ind, diſtil- 


Turner, Hil- Th E l 
lies Bare 15505 — Ueed Nr, . N | 


 Norriſon Coverdale rope-maker 3 Anthon Salve mere 
2 e eſg · = ow wad 
85 tenpam-court-road. t. 
Ee Markers He cet, 2 Jo n e rent. po 
_ Darrin on, el ewer 5 
by ad iter" ph 525 e eſg: an e 0 ja r 
Lell. e Mills, nn, FR . 
4 M on, of Stake). George Righy, «ſq, and 10 Jo- 
nathan „ elq. and ſhip-chandler. 
- 1 — Ty © | 1 Nr g 
: 5 wi * ms Nai cy ieee, vn 
5 . 1 deve, 


Richard Carter, * 


Palla Richard Croke, < and banker. 
mas Elmſſey, eſq. 


ng; Rathbone- 
"Hake . —_— e Shake eſpear, eſq. and builder. 

John * carpenter and 1 | 

Port. 


L 43 J 
Portman-ſquars William Atwick, egg 
 Potttr*s-hur near Northam. Francis Hammond, 9 N 


 Princes:;ftreet, Ned lion. -ſquare. John Lovett, gent. 
Queen: ſquare, * William Fraſer, i William Mot, - 


eſq. and merchant ; William Arnold, efq. 


* Areet, ( Great), Lincoln inn: field. Robert Rilby Cox, 1g. 
and brewer. 
 Ratilif Charles Bowles, Glaſs-houſe-yard, Sun-ta vern; fields, 
manufacturer; Joſeph Bird, Cock-bill, eld. ab ae rk 
Thom fon, „ ge e rope-maker.. KS, 
Kab bone place. Hugh French, elſg. and apothec MeL 
I. _Ruſſel-place. Sir John Crofts, bart. Charles Biluop, ba 250 | proc 


ve. Catherine's. wine Maſhiter, wharkoger ; Heaty woa 


he ol brewer. 


James r firect. | Piccadilly. ames Crane, Z 9 
| Soma rect, . er 3, 5 -le-bone,, co Phillimare, cha. 7 


Connop, diſtilſer; Arthur Sbakeſpear, Stepney- 
e. . and; rages e ; Matthew Oy 555 burly 


refiner, 1 s 
* _ Shoreditch. 8 Proftor, Holly Litre, t, «>a. and. brewer brewer z 
wg Jobn Marſhall, dittos eſq- at £ MY 4 
| © Smithfield, E, William, 1 Daya, ester; Ron A Ae 
bie wine. merchant and foap- - 
by: omer - torun. Jobn Frtin, Joke 237 gebt. 4 4 tate 
roa mes h, e n r; 
e e 
eb 


4 


u, gebt. Thomas Matthews, gent 
cu-row, Bloomſbury. a Wee; Sekte. 55 
Sau Molton:fireet. John Pratt, gent. Es 
Spring garden. Edmund 3 Hh: a0 d Yankee. 
Stanmore: Samuel Dickenſon, eſq les Wiggin, eſd. W ee 
F 3 George 1505 Fab and filxerſm th. nn 
| Sunbury. Ro ger. Bo 1 e 7 r Sinden 
. 882 80 Tgold, il ham 12 1 « - 
iam "Sandy, Bdhker. 
FRET ili Peet?” RC el eld. * r inkl W. 
Lam Row, ditto, fi aud brd Pl, Charles Prate; miller. 
Tonen ham. reti John Le. Kent. Joſeph Mawley, n 
YE urnben green. James Pape Ag. 
Turhmidli ſtrtt, U oro - ruf. Philip Bebrh, nr. 
Twickenham. John Davenport, A and ee [SY 
| Getting] eſq:' and banker ; — 2 Green, eſq. and regiſter in 
. 3 Edmund Hill, 'Whilton, eſq . and guupowder merchant. 
Drbridge. John Mereer,  mealman ;.,Daviel Cock, diſtiller. 


Mapping. Tho Mario, King Edward- fairs, oilman ; John 
8552 Hermita * e , Daniel | Mattin, Red Lion. Meg 


ndrew 1 Charlotie-treet, elg. Michael Henley, e 


* t Nathaniel Alle app ing Wall, Thip- chandler. ooh 
TE ſquare. Theoph ie F ſuga a- rel . Caſes ges, 
wr Sa 5 an 3 


eld. and ler dene. 


„ . Mus- 


* 


: . to. ſuffer the accuſed to ſpeak in his own defence? Likewiſe, 
whether free egreſs and regreſs be not allowed for ſuch perſons, 


woot 


o '» 
8 44 ; 
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2 Wits dern Waere dealer, Eduar 
; Franklia, farmer. + = nt | 
1 | +4 x: 5 — | 
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"ms 15 aste non, stone übe vav, oer. 1% c 


* 3 a 
7 . White one o ic to. F t 
court. was: 3 rned'till. ia he thou Ys | 


eady with all the Bills that we + Sai > he r os if that 
a [bal co pen hr de Jur ra Hy W os RED yo 
"The 27 bid, tt 5 had 18 object jeQion, 3-68 
Mes ſaid; he, bad no obj Aion, 8 the bub- 
05 2 Ge 10 Adjourn the Court. to Thurſday, 
9 rennen 0 * 'Mr 
8 moment a exred Jin Court AN Mr: Hole ad whom 

bd he Comic ere es OT 
4s "Y My Lord, $1245 126 985 7 9 17 Nenn bY þ had e £644 

+ ing ing inorbeg chat! a Bill for High Treaſon has bees pre 
ſerred agaioſt me Thomas Holcroft, by his Majeſty Attorney 
eral and returned a ttue bill by =! Grand Jury: of” theſe 


1 — I coine to ſurrender myſelf to this Court; and my coun- 
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tw be put upon my trial; that, if I am a gulli) man, the 
extent 48 my guilt may become baits rey if inno- 
cent, that the rectüzude 5 — my principles| and conduct may be 
there is no appearance 


15 leſs public. And 1 my Lord, 


of vaunting in aſſuting your Lordſhip, this Court, and my coun- 
_ ry; that, after the misfortune of Hating been lulpertel as an 
enemy to the prace fund happineſs, of mankind, there is nothing 
on eafth, after which, as an individual 1 more Oy aſpire 
-than-a full, fair, and public examination. 
_ 2, ©. Fhave further, to requeſt! that your lordſhip will inform 


me, if it be not the practice, in theſe caſes, to aſſign counſel, a 


rs, as thi 
F 
E 
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05 — Wich regard to the firſt; Sir, it vill be che 
0 %. 2 to aſſign you Counſel, Wy alle to order that 


7 counſel ſhall have free acceſs to you at all proper hours 
with reſpect, Sir, to the liberty of ſpeaking for yourſelf, the ac- 


cuſed will be fully heard by himſelf, as well as by his Counſel; _ 
but with regard to papers, books, and other things of that kind, * 


it js impoſſible for me to ſay any thing preciſely, with regard to 


them, until the thing required be aſced. However, Sir, ou 


ma nd upon it, every thing will be granted to thę party 
8 frog ſo hs enable him to * his res 1 
ſtand you rightly, you now admit that you are h N 
ing indicted by i name of Thomas Holcroft 197 1111 
Mr. Helargft.— Nes, my Lord,” u 
Chief Fuflice.—< You come here to breche yourlar; 2 
can only actept of that ſurrender on the ſuppoſitipn t 135 5785 
the perſon ſo indicted. You know the conſequence, B 
ing indicted for High Treaſon. I fhatl be un 5 the noche 
ordering you into cuſtod y- 1 would not with toitake any ad- 
vantage of your coming forward in perſon, indifercerly,. 1 in thi 
manner, without being called upon by the ordinary procgſs of 


the law, You ſhould Ne a moment to. conſider, w whether you | 


ſurrender yourſelf; that perſpn? “ 


| wn myſelf unneceſſary puniſhment, or to AI to por er 
forward on this occafion. I come only as Thomaz H Holero 


Newman-ſtreet, in the county of Midateſes, and 1 certainly 25 5 


not ws to ſtand mafe forward, than apy other ware to 


ſta 4 4 4 262? 10, 1404 8 og 

. "Chief. Ve 1 gannot enter into; this point, If you 
admit yourſelf to be the perſon indicted, the conſequence: muſt 
be, that L muſt ortler you to be taken into cuſtody to anſwer this 


charge. I do not know whether you are, or are not; Thomas 
Holeroft. I do not kugw you, and therefore it is impoſſible for 
me to know: whether you arg. the! pie ſtated in e pe | 


ment.“ nenne . CN e eis ain 
rs r. Holcreft.—i6 It is y impoſiible for me, my Lord: ” 


id ee 10.44 Why « Sir, I think you had: better be 5 
Ri there any thing moved on the, e the Crown | 


with reſpect to this gentleman ? 
Solicitor General. —5* My Lord, as 1. nder him to be the 


ab againſt whom a true bill is found, L more that he be 


committed” 

Ci, Fuſtice.= W S not {mans how many perſons 3 

be of the name of [Thomas Holeroft: it would be rather 8 
| * to commit — on/ this s charge, if meta! not PE © 


im 


7 . 
OY of ; 8 f 


Mr. Holgrift.—1e It is certainly not n my wiſh Ger to > lll | 


— 
1 


= this Kon what the priſoner —— ſaid at firſt in Court, he 26. 
« That ua not Egnify. Dock che Counſel. 
rown think fit _ . * Ow! wk n. 


16 


” Yew r ſich Sie, 3 be- n 

= ip ſheriff's officer go took Mr. Holeroft into cuſtody. | 

3 Why, 6 12 eo the tener e Are you prepared to name 
r unie 


75 Solicitor immeliatly named Mr. Erſkine and Mr. Gibbs, 
whoth the'Court afligned in the uſual form. 
os ve We advocates were. named for Mr. Tele 
Jahn Peatce ſtated to the Churt; that he was 20 Wüded; clerk 
ty Mr Martin, agaitift whom the Grand Jury had und @ bill. 
le requeſted that be might be permittel to attend Mr. Martin; 
, bout his 1 70 * did. i Mr. Martin Would 
The Solicizpy General. hieb ts this. dienen, becauſe 
Pp we: gh. be a charge againſt Mr. Peatce himlelf. 
udge obſerved, that until feme charge was preſerted, he 
| coul 5 S this application. 
„ White, the Sohtitor, Gente dat the order might 4 
6 until Friday, which'ths Judge conſented to, on con- 
dition that a copy of the inditment was not preferred till that 
time. 'The The Chisf 1 uſtice then ene the officer to cord e 


Count: 
Mr. derbe that his feen he be rintted 6 
non e on pe | 
The Chief ice fad, that was Corte thing thit wis gi 
new, and he did not know that ; with reſet t, unteſs the. 
_ thing was 4 by Mr. rot with re 1 to his heakh, to 


ke it 
N e kad, ere was mothing bt that fre; that be dl 


not kund it eee or he ſuhould not have alked it. The 
 _ reaſon for his aſking it, was, that his ſervant was his antanuenfis ; 
| it had Seen his habit to diftate'20 this man, and therefore it 
> would beextteimely:convenient- for bim to be i is n 
particular, if that was not contrary to cuſtom. 

Tbe Chief ny he was afraid it was, and Fr Quinte 


| It wobld be proper for to-apply to another quarter, 
8 bet grant eee he eovld; ering in that 
n rt. N * 
* | No i ; 1 Ir. 


17 Elgg ud he wiſhed to hare no indulgence 3 be oily 

| wiſhed: for witiges 

The « Chef Juice dad. « Theny sr, 1 cannot make the. | 
4 Se ns 

| The Court then immediately adjourned to mag at . 

of ue in eg Ky ul | 


* 1 


[The Ferret a being that which + in, the Falle 
Print, there, ele next 55855 * wa ine 5 I 
ig Note from 2 

Ano 


ode; b 7. Tas EDITOR, 4. rette | oo 
Sin f N 
The predicament in -which I tand l 1 e 2 ſelf-evident 
motive why I. ſhould be aſſiduouſly careful that the following 
- miſtake, in your account of what paſſed yeſterday at Hicks'S Hall, 
ſhould be corrected. You ie: that, when aſked by the Chief 
Juſtice whether I admitted myſelf to be the perſon indicted 
the name of Thomas Holcroft, I anſwered, «Yes, my Lord: 


bf 


Far from anſwering i in this direct manner, the queſtion imme. 
| 2 8 "awakened in me ſome apprehenſion of having too imipli- 


Credited the reports I heard, from perſons of various rau | 

a0 ſtation, that a bill for High Treaſon was found againſt me; 
rw purport-of my anſwer to his Lordſhip immediately was, chat | 
the only knowledge I had of the event was that which I derived 
from theſe i rts.. Such. an anſwer as you have been informed = 
I made, nigh t' yery innocently have he ang a very innocent 
man, thoug Fe truth is, it did not happen to eſcape met Jt 
might 3 too very innocently, but miftakenly, have implied, 
in the minds of ſome people, a confciouſneſs of my having de- 
ſerved to be indicted; an innuendo, which, from my heurt um 
ſoul, and with all 'the galten I Ca of mind, Ts 


| truth, I repel. 88 See 
ee e Tac. HoLononw: 
Newgate, October 85 179% 
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- + SESSLON-HOUSE, CLBRKENWELL, THYRSDATz 0CT,9. 
II Court met again at ten o'clock, when the Grand: Jury 
preſented a true bill for High Treaſon againſt , Hiltier, +. * 
Another bill was then preferred by Mr. White, ſolicitor of 
| "the treaſury; Wich this bill the Jury retired to theit own room; 


after which the Court adjourned to ane, the Gxtcenth 5 
N 


SESSION» 


a 


* 3 
P 


Y 3 $E89108-B0088,. GLBRKBNWELL, THURSDAY, der. ich. 
Tus Court fat as before. The Grand Jury returned a true , 
1 bill againſt Fohu Philip, Frankloe for High Treaſon. . ./ 

Mr. Whit, ſolicitor of the FOO then 8 too other 
1 bills to the Grand Jury. 
= "The Chief Fuftice Peel, he ſhould. wich hc adjourk the » 
Court for the accommodation of the J. ury, and he thought 
= Tueſday next might be a proper day; in the mean time the 
Jury would proceed on the bills fiow before chem. His Lord- 
ſhip faid, he hoped on Tueſday to diſcharge the Jury from a very 
long and laborious ſervice; at leaſt until further ſummons. His 
Lordſhip aſked. if there was any motion to be made? To which 
there being no anſwer, the Court adjourned to Tueſday, the 


wr - + 9 


1 * 
5 * 


| * 8 TY LS, Wy ran eros ds. L 215 , a 
Ip Tat Court met, when the Grand Jury found 2 true bill . 
=” 55 ink: ' Rk 1 for High Treaſoon. 
E - alt en ley, for the ſame crime, was not bound. 
— . to turda ay the 25th of October. 28 
Let eight o Clock on Friday morning, the 3 of Oftcber, 
me priſoners, who were confined in the Tower, were taken 
from thence by the Sheriffs, and conyeyed, in hackney coaches, 


ed ON wart i: by bot x no ! to l 5 
. 4 i $4TURDAT, oc ron 25. 


Tae Coons metattheSu3610n-Movss eo. gan, 
Then, at one o ee the . took their ſeats on * 
1 Tun Ions. Sion... 5 B. Hornau. 
”  Logp ener Jus rien Eyre. | Sig N. Gnosz. 
Lon Cn Baron M Do- SIR F. BULLES. 
.NALD.. 4-24 | = "Gag 22 | 
= | ALDERMEN... | 172 
= Chaney, cn, Ficxnr Nx w MAN, Macaviar, anD 
= ' __ ANDERSON. © | 
= After the uſual proclamation, Mr. Kirby, the wwe of New- 
= gate, was ordered to bring to the bar the following priſoners in 
* 8 | his e againſt whom the Grand Fury had found their 


Y FIRST BILL or INDICTMENT. - 
= 2 Hardy, late of W in e ol A. 
= alex, nel DEW EY 22 


Jahn Horne, Twhe, late. of Wimbledon, zu the County. 
25 clerk. _ 
5 25 Aug fu. Bonney. fas” of the Pariſh of St, Giles i in the. 
; Figlds, i in the County of lenny + aforeſaid, gentleman. 
Stewart Kyd, late of London, ! 1 95 5 
8 Feremiaß Jeyee, of the Pariſh of St. Mary. le. bone, a 
Marybone, in the County of Middleſex aforeſaid, . gentleman. 
omas . Holcroft, late of the Pariſh of St. Mary-le-bone, 
otherwise Marybone, in the e * Middleſex aforeſaid, " 
* 5 | 
Fohn Richter, late of "Weſtminſter, 3 in the faid. County of 
Middleſex, gentleman.. 
ohn Thewall, late of Weſtminſter, | in the Coutity of Mid- 
dlefex aforeſaid, gentleman. 1 
John Baxter, late of the Pariſh * St. Leonard, Shorcditch, 
in the County of Middleſex aforeſaid, labourer. 

The Court, immediately on their appearance, wiſhed to 
know, whether the priſoners”. Counſel attended i in | purſuance to 
their nomination and appointment? 

Mr. Gurney replied, that in addition to his learned "ET I 

eſent, who had been retained, he expected Mr. Erfeine, Mr. 
S. and Mr. F. V "aughan, who' had: been nominated * * 
Court. | 
The Court cotdeicended to wait a few 8 2 
I) he windows which are behind the bar, where the iſoners 
Were, having been previouſly let down by the Lord Prefident's © 
orders, ſo as to admit a Rrong current of "wy the following ob- 
ſervations were made by 
Mr. Horne Tooke.—** My Lord, I beg * to repreſent to. 
the Court, that we have juſt, come out of à very confined and 
| Cloſe hole, and the windows, now opened at our backs, 3 : 
us to fo much cold air, that our health, particularly my own, 
Will be conſiderably” endangered, and moſt probably we ſhall _ 
loſe” our voices before we leave the place. Foal, therefore, 
| rec ueſt of the Court ro be diſmifſed as ſoon as OO 
wt l permit.” | 
The Lord Prefident of the Commiſſion —« If you are pre- 
8 to plead, Sir, you may be diſmiſſed almoſt immediately. 
e are waiting for your Counſel, chat you might have the 
benefit of their aſſiſtance.” | 
Mr. H. Toke.—* My Lord, in a great meaſure am 1 pre- | 
vented from being now able to. ſay any thing on the ſubject of 
the inidiftment, from the circumſtance of our not having had the 
ten clear days allowed by Act of Parliament, to perſons in our 
fituation. By the change of cuſtody a whole day has been com- 
9 loſt to usz 1 in con IT 3 we have not * an * 


1 


* =, 
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b converflng- with our Counſel, Mr. Erftine and Mr. Gibbs 
bad engaged themſelyes to dine with me on Friday, for the put- 

| «Pole of conferring together on the buſineſs of this day. os 
Was given che as late as: nine or ten on Thurſday night only of 

m intended remoyal; I was temoved by cn o clock the next 

r ee eee 
advantage of my Counfef's Advice, as our arrangements were 

thus completely deſtroyed, and all my papers, which J had cal- 
lected and arranged in the Tower, thrown into diſorder and 
confuſion, - Your Lordſhip—who never was a priſoner can 
have but a very imperfect idea of the change of cuftody.” - _ 
The Lord Prefident.—< The Court is inclined to make every 
allowance that'can be expected, and is willing to wait the arri- 

val of your Counſel . ow V 

Lo - Mr. Tete , Rather than catch cold, I ſhould chuſe to plead 
= - - 88 I afl no indulgence, but deſire ſubſtantial juſtice. 


en mentioned the citcumſtancè of the 5 tofs, I did not, 
by any means, wich tel cauſe delay. It is undoubtedly tlear, 
” _- that the Act, which ſays, that 2 //+ than ten days ſhould be 
| : ans. fed frond hay- 


e 
: 


allowed, by no means meant to e the accu 


* 


yet to imagine what was the nature of N to be brought 
er it from the in- 
„ . 


1 * 


lie manner, the hardfhips which we have fulleted, Not to men- 
tion the loſs of a dap, I myfelf have to complain of a eitcum- 
” "ſtance very detrimental indeed to me. I have been deprived of 


4 $4 T4 


amber of other things there, and they muſt be ſent for 


* * . ” 
Fd 
JA 9 - 


tn 1 


8 as it would be neceſſary to have a ſeparate enn bor 
them. This morni I received: a ſecond evalive anſwer, 1 
mention this circumſtance not with any view of delay, for I am 


as anxious, as any nan can be for any thing, to en 


of: my countr 7. 'T 

| The Indictment was then read by. the Clerk of the Arraigns. 
It charged the Priſoners, that they being ſubjects of the King, 
not having the fear of God in their hearts, nor weighing the 
duty of their allegiance, but being moved and ſeduced by the 
inſtigation of the Devil, withdrawing their affection and al- 
legiance from the King, did, on the firſt of March laſt, con- 
triye, in concert with other perſons, to diſturb the peace of the 
kingdom, to ſubvert the Governments to depoſe hein, and 


4%. him to death. 


\ 


The lnditment then progeeded to ſpecify;-and bei forth in 


4 ning different counts, the oveft acts of the above compathogs 


and imaginations. (See p. 23-—28.) 
The priſoners were then Ty aſked the uſual queſtions, | 
E Guilty or not guilty FR wal vu be tried? 
Mx. Hardy, —*< Not gn G a my country,” 
Mr. Takhe.—<.- Ns e Z "= being aſked 3 he would 


2 tried, he eyed the Court for ſome ſeconds with an air of ſig- 
-nificanty, which few men are ſo well able te aſſume, and, 


ſhaking his head, emphatically anſwered 1 WOULD Ow 
4 Cad and my country.” But 
The others anſwered in the uſual manner. Net guilty" — 
46; By Ged and my country.” 
Mr. Bonney was about to rake ſome remarks, nl he was | 
interrupted by 5 
The Lord Prgſident. — Tocke having complained e of the 
coldneſs of the air, may withdraw. 
Mr. Tooke then withdrew. - - - . 
John Augufties Bonney. —< My Lords ahemvin, an errer. in this 
m 


ent, 'which entitles me to plead in-abatement; I am de- 
ſcribed late o# the pariſh of S-. Giles in il Hilde, whereas I 


ought te have been deſcribed of the pariſh of St. e A | 


never did reſide in the pariſh of St. Giles. But, my Lord, I am 


alſo charged by this indictment with having committed treaſon 5 
in the-pariſh of St. Giles; and as my deſcription is juſt as true 


and correct as this aſſertion, Jam content to take my trial upon 
the indictment in it's preſent ſorm; for I look forward with 


earneſt and anxious ex pectation for the day when a Jury of my 
country ſhall juſtify me from the aſperfions thrown on my cha- 
racter by this indictment : :. I therefore wave nd 3 and 


| woos roms at l A Lag not gy.” 8 
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Mr. Thekwall,— There is a ce nf Look which 
my Counſel have informed me would . — aud this indict- 
f ment as far as regards me, if I were inclined to take advantage | 
of it. My deſcriprion is not right: I am deſcribed as an inha- 
bitant of Weſtminſter, whereas I refide in the Liberties of the 
- Dutchy of Lancaſter. Anxious as I am to have my conduct ex- 
amined into by my country, 1 deſpiſe the idea of availing my- 
ſelf of any paltry ſubterfuge. I feel perfectly convinced, that 
when the long expected day ſhall come, no Lane Jury can fay 
cent than I do no, Not guilty. © 
Mr. Bonney then ſaid, « I beg that your Lordſhips will allow 
me a ſew words before we quit the bar. I aſſure you, if I had 
been arraigned for any known or certain treaſon, for murder, or 
for felony, I would aſk no favour of your Lordſhips; but when 
I ſtand before you upon a-caſe, in which: (and I believe I have 
your Lordſhips opinion in my favour on the ſubject) if the facts 
ch againſt us ſhould be proved, there would {till be very 
great doubt upon the law, I truſt I do not make an improper 
requeſt when I ſolicit your Lordſhips, that we may be allowed 
25 many of the little comforts and conveniences of life 85 | 
which we have been accuſtomed) as may be conſiſtent with 
Fecurity of our perſons: ' Your Lordſhips, I am- fure, will agree 
_ with me, that a firuation in which a man can neither r by 
night, nor caſt his eye on a ray of comfort by day, is not m 
Adapted to prepare his mind for ſo important a trial as mine 
1 24 et, my Lords, ſuch is my ſituation. 
| 1 beg to be underſtood: not to intend the ſwalleſt jnflagation 
the Sheriffs, their language andtheir countenances, when 
vißted me yeſterday in my cell, ſufficiently: convinced. me 
| of the concern they felt at 5 being able to afford me better 
|. "accommodation: ' Myirequeſt,/ therefore; to your Lordſhips is, 
E - - that we may beremanded to the cuſtody of the Governor of the 
Tower, where we 'bave. been treated, for two > and; twenty 
| » weeks, with the greateſt humanity and attention.“ 
Mx. Richter and Mr. Baxter alſo complained of the want of | 
1 er in the places aka they were confined. . . 
The Lord Prefident.—* I muſt repeat, that the Court can only = 
refer you to the diſcretion and humanity of the Sheriffs, who 
harre already undertaken to pay attention to your complaints.” | 
Mir. AttorneyGeneral. —* My Lord, as the Priſoners have ſig- 
” - nified theirdcfire to be tried ſeparately, I move that Mr. Hardy 
be tried firſt; and that the warrants, made neceſſary by a late Act 
of Parliament, for conſtituting the commiſſion, be recorded.” 
Mr. Erſkine, who, together with Mr. Gibbs and Mr. 
3 "Vaughan, Counſel for the Priſoners, had come into Court dy- 
nog the reading of the Inditment by the Clerk of the Crown, 
e apologized 
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ized to the Court for their momentary abſence, as not ex- 
2 the buſinefs of the Court to begin ſo early. He under - 
ſtood that Mr. Horne Tooke had ſtated, and truly to the Court, 
the total want of communication between him and his Counſel, 
owing to his unexpected removal. He therefore confided. in 
the diſcretion and humanity of the Court, that they would, in 
ſome degree, remedy this evil, by not proceeding to trial ill 
Tueſday next at the ſooneſt, in order to afford an interval for 
ſuch communication between the Priſoners and ad as Was 

| r for their ſafety. 1 
The Attorney Genegal ſaid, the Witensz were duly appriatd 
| of their being to be arraigned as on this day. Ther. ee 
from the Tower to Newgate was arranged to take place as late 
as poſlible, in order to prevent their being embarraſſed by inter- 
ruption in their communication with their Friends and Counſel. 
Of the preſent objection he had heard nothing till the preſent 
moment, which he was convinced was unpremeditated, elſe he 
was ſatisfied that the Counſel would not have concealed ĩt from 
him. As the great object, however, he had in view was, that 
a Jury of the Country ſhould ultimately decide whether or not 
thoſe charges were well or ill founded, which a Grand Jury had 
already declared were not totally deſtitute of foundation, he 
Was ready to aſſent to the delay propoſed, and therefore had no 


objection, if the Court ſo willed it, that the trial of Mr. W 


ſhould ſtand over till Tueſday. | 
The Court accordingly decided to poſtpone the commence- 
ment of the trials till Tueſday next. The Attorney General 
ſuggeſted to the Court, either x they muſt meet on Monday 
next, for which day the Petit Jury were OOO; or elle 

c they mult be fummoned afreſh for Tueſday. ': - + 
The Court directed that the Sheriff ſhould give notice to o che 
Gentlemen of the Jury, chat their preſence would not be necei- 
fary till Tueſday; and that the Court would meet on Monday 
morning pro forma, and ſo Os Nw to the en days 
then to proceed to buſineſs. - - 
P The Court was then ene till Monday a next e + cight 4 


_ ocloek in the * Tit Wet 


n Ocrovrn 27. 


The Court met at ſeven o'clock in the morning, pro Ho, ; 
and adjourned till ſeven o'clock in the morning of the next 295 
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& & HE Court met 'precifely at eight Gelock, . Pei- A 

+] _ Mr Thomas Hardy, was put to es Bar, and the wa 

names of the being called over, and 334 ent, t 3 

"Ln ee deten i form the he 9 me | 

The Curt of the Court then addrefed the Priſoner: | 

- -_ Prifotier at the Bar, theſe good men you ſhall hear called, are 
- Ulioſe that are to appear betweeh our een Lord the King 
2 u, on the trial of your life or death; if, therefore, you 'will 

nge them, or any of them, you moſt challenge them as 
- * they come to the book to be ſworn, and before they are ſworn, 
and you ſhall be heard. The Clerk then proceeded to call 

M 1 of Lemon ſtreet, ie s-ficlds, My and 

* 8 - 5 

Mr. Erffeine. I challenge him. F 

Charles Digby, Mare. ſtreet, Hackney, . 5 5 . 

Mr. Erftine. I challenge hin. | 

- Mr. Attorney General. t the challenge: 
that we may know who is audlenhey.” 

Mr. Eine. Þ have no objection; but the 1. 7 ſo 
full, I was not willing to give the gentleman the trouble of 
getting into the boxes.” | 

Mr. Attorney General. I deſire not that the gentleman ſhould 8 
come out of his place; but I defire that the elallepges may be 
"- publickly made. 
2 Martin, oitman, ing Edward-ſtairs, Wapping — ; 
3 Jefſerys, of the Strand, , Jeweller : and flverſmith.— 
worn. . 
Hough French of Rathbone-place, Efq. and apothecary. | 
Nr Erfeine, | challenge him. DT. 
Robert Mclliſh, of Limehouſe, care I” < 
Mr. Erfeine. I challenge this Juror. OWED. 
William Harwood, of Hanwell, Eſq. | 
Mr. Attorney General. I challenge him. | 
James Hagarth, of Southampton-place, Now-road, Ei and 
WR © wg ba a 
Mr. Attorney 1 1 challenge him. 7 Y 
3 * I _— him, 425 yy 
Robert 


- 


* 24 3 3; 7 * 8 
; $44 * * * 5 : = BY" 
» 


= on me, I would beg leave to be excuſed. 


ee 2 13 1 
3 Attorney Cal” I challeng = him. © Yay Fg 


= > — | Homas Ayliffe, of Kenſin an-ſquar E 
*. ein 1 challenge bin. 5 5 
ä n Thomas Wood, of Hanging-hil, Ealing, 10 and — 


mꝛerchant.—Sworn. 


not a freeholder of the county of Middleton, 


* Lis of Nortb-end, Tulla, n *. 


hn Walker, of Kenſington-ſquare, Eq. 
George Wade, of Southampton. rox, Re f ack | 


omas Buck, of Acton, Efq 8 Fs 7 4 


Mark Hudſon by of Bow, Eſq. and beer. e 5 Bl 
Mr. Exſtine. I challenge. him. r 
John Mandell, of 1 5 5 pton-gplace, ge * 
Mr. Er/tine. I challenge 1 — 15 ova | 
Henry Bullock, this fide o Colnbrook. e es 
Mr. Attorney General. I challenge him. 25 . 
John Pont, of Po lar, carpenter and 1 f 
Mr. Erſtine. I challenge him. 

Thomas Rhodes, of Hampſtead Road, SAULT — 
- Mr. Erxſtine. I es ge — _ 
Edward Helme, yard, Eſq. Kenſington. —t z am 


Meſſrs. Martin, Feffe WED Walker, who before had been 
worn, then obſerved, x 4 they were not frecholders of - 
county of Middleſex, "and that they would have mentioned: it 
before, bus they, did not know it wonld excuſe 2 ts 
urt. Then you may withdraw. 55 
Mr. Erſtine. L do not make the cer PROP: 
Court. Such of the gentlemen 1 85 E not feqholer of 45. 
county of Middleſex, Walt wit 
Thomas Martin. 
. Are you a cker of this county? 

Mr. Martin. My freehold is in the ST of London, aa . © 
Cow-lane, Welſt-Smithfield.,  '  . | : # 


I mn 


3 You may withdraw. Ts - 7 
Mr. 4ttorney General. ns you a eh eſtate} in he, 

"Oy of Middleſex ? © 

Martin. No, none. 

Grd e Jefferys of 1 the Ndl. am not A fear of the 

county p iddlefex. : 

Court. Then that gentleman : may vithdraw. 

John Walker, of Kenfington-ſquare, E 

D. Are you a freeholder of the county o Nane 

Mr. Walker. 1 am not. 8 551 oh 5 


Thomas. 


— 2 


value of 10ʃ. ear! | 
* 2 Yes. 5 


+ Are you a Gecbelder? 7 
n % $:: 1% 

Buck. Lam not. \ „ 
P45 208 34S 2 2 3 1 84 5 
Are you. frechoder? 1 | pet, 

5 Es, WO 7 FN 38 $a 8 | 
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Are you a- freehol 1 | EIN 
r. Fraſer. I am.—Sworn.' - 1 | 1 85 9 89 * 
Apfley Pellatt, of St. John ſiteet, © erkenwell, ironmonger. 
e you a freeholderf _ BS 
Hugh Ronalds, of Brentford, Eſq. 6 — ral 4 
* Ar 46h 7 frecholder of tis E (NES 


Thomas Harriſon , of * 8 885 3 „ 
2 Are you a freeholder of .this 7 1 


in r 
Mx. See. * challenge him. F 
Daniel Goſſet, of Edmonton, whe. 44 ** F 
Are you a freeholder of. this countys. 44 ” e e IHE 
1 am got. cf . 
ichard Meux, of Talling, LY and brewer,” - dp . 
, Are.yau a freier of this is county ?_ Shot ey” 5 
A Lam not. N 
Dicker Saunders, of Sunbury. Tam not theater Ts am 


one of the people called Quakers. 


1. * 


Are you a freeholder of this coun *., 17 
L am not. : » 0 DE 1 

John Leader, o ottenham- reet, . 

1 _ you-2 8 of 25 ay of ans ue 

es. 4 

Mr. Erfhine.. Are I a 


Calvert Clapham, of Dike-ſtreet, Wellininſtet, ; Fes N . 4 


* 
1 


10 a TE | yy . oy 
Mr. Erfkine. I challenge him. © ee GAP 
John Gueſt, of Clerkenwell, - Eſq. an- | potter: — AH muſt beg 


leave to inform your lordſhips, that ſome time back, 1 had a 
dreadful fall, which hath hurted me ſo, that it is * for 
- me to fit two hours in one poſture.Excuſed. 


Charles Fourdrinier, of Charing- croſs, ſtationer. 1 5 
Are you a frecholder of the "” of Middleſex 5 


J am not. 


2 5 . * 


A n 
* ü 87 T 5 


TR PRE of Limehouſe, biſcuit-baker. - Ss 
3 8 a freeholder of the county of Middefex ? 7% 
.. 
_ gore you afrechold and copyhold of the valueof 1016 a year ? 
es. 

Mr. Attorney General. 8 5 natural born ſubje@t?,” 
A. Yes, Sir.—Sworn. . | | | 
Alexander Baxter, of | 55. 

1 ou a frecholder of t is coun N 

No, 22 | | . 
Rickard Child, of Old-ſtreet, diſtiller. - — 

Are 5 7 freeholder of the CORY: 7 50 adleſex * : 

No, fan not. 3 ; 
1 Blakeman, of Limehouſe 3 
3 Are 22 a freeh county cf Millleſes 
"DP: 7 — 1 a 13 tothe amange ov Y 

a year? ta rk "0 

Mr. Fein 1 challenge tm KR | "4 - 
| Robert Kilby Cox, of Great TY TY * 
| $, Have yaus frechgldo the vu oj 
Mr. Erſkine. I lies Kim.” 1 3 
Richard Hunt, of Windmill. Ione, k. —La ie 
James Payne, of Turnbam-green, 7 


>. 
at | 
1 N 


. Are 25 a frecholder of the yo MEER. 
© Yes. Iam AIG: tp, the 3 of mar in ak. 5 


year, rk po v5 
CTC 
73 Newell Connop, diſtiller. 1 1 5 9, e e eee 2 
_ Are you a freeholder ?” rag N ATION. 
SW To the value of rol. er? 5 THARL 2 ; 
$.—S worn. Us «EY EMS 
William Sandby, of e ton, Efa 8 Rn" 
ſon ſpoke for him, 1 ed leave to adreſs the N in be- 1 
half of him, that he is 5 tes ws of CODEN” —_— 
John Mercer, ab Une 7 25 mea N * 1 
'F Are you? a frecholder . pr x 8 Jo 
„ ee e e - Dunne bee E 
" &.. AtE you 2 freeholder to the amount of =— * 9 „„ 
A. Les. —SWorn. r 
John Rickſon, of Hermita -ſtreet, Wa vie, e 
* Are you: * ofthe 215 of Mi i - BEG 
Tam. my 4 e | 3 
8 4 f \ 5 \ | 


boa o ** * 1 8 
* 
. 90 5 N 
„ S 2 : 
A, * I 
Fo 2 A 
"Wk 


_-- > To the amount of 100 3 5 8 
3 A. Les. My name is. ſpelt. rr in the 3 that L have 
3 | there; I ſpell my. name Rixon, and this is ſpelt nn 
Gert. "Tei Js, pelt right in the pannel. - EO : 8 
= r. Attorney General. I challenge bim. TINS: F 55 0 
= Thomas Sayer, of Bow, Eſq. and diſtiller. pr We. \ Eng? 
3 f . . 905 0 . = 
LS „ and freehold rogother 0 to the amount of | 


a : 


. 


10h a year? | . 
1 Fanart Hale, of H ge gent, & „ 
3 dee e e 100. a year. IK ? . 
8 | Mrs Soft 220 J challenge him. „ 5 
11 | George Fi ingham, of * Leue Clerkenwell Egg. j 
5 . N n 

3 - Are you a freeholder? | E f 5 

= Ves. 47% 8 S111 R. 1 70. Al 7 OD E91 — 

3 2. To the amount of 101 2 mm J C 

2 Yes. 5 "Fn 7 77 35 N * 35 1 0 

3 + Mr.-£rſtine. 'Tehallenge rob „ 1g OOTY Sl * 9 
Samuel Rudge, of Elftree, Eſq.—I am At. afrecholder,, on 
"Wm William Perry, of Hillin Ns e As 1 So EN 
== 28 3 FE at 0; 0 5 


r * 1 83 90 8 
Mer E 0 n ci] n * 245 1 We 


4 Fs 7772 ee e een 100. a year? | . 
: | £3 FO S wt Oe by 4 42911121 1 Wy F 


"BE . e, him. 1 5 * 2 82 105 ; 5 . 250 


i Are you * older of the county — Maldeex? 5 . 
; On Ms 1 912 4 Sh A0. 1 * ce. 
o the amount of 10). a year? Ss „ 
* 2 $5313 0 «4 3 f | "DWP cl Rete 5 
, im. n 0 e + + 1 3 


ew bad, Toncoham-court Road, . 2 
Kia & HOYT & | 

© Are you a freeholder of the county of Middleſex ?  ' -— 

My freehold is in the city, in the pariſn of St. Dunftan's. 

Thomas Lawrence, of Strand on the Green, Chiſwick; - 

88 you a freeholder of * county of: ex? . 

| 3 4 3 

| Thomas Skip Dyott baun, Ely of Baker-fret, rer. . 

=. min e. | 

5 Are you a freeholder? 

1 muſt Tull peak rd. I have . long fubjeQ to a very 


3 | | Nervous 


: * "WE Z 
- 5 * 
N | 'T 30 1. 
* 5 _ 
4 « 3d ** 8 ” 7 4 „ 
. 4 * . 85 . * 23 £7 


nervous cough, and I am ap heave chat 11 cannot fie out 2 
very long trial. I come to ſhew my reſpect to the court; T” 

ama e but bes name is, 1 believe, not entered « on the . 
frechold books. 

Lord Preſident. 1 ＋ you . think'you rſelf not able to Tuj 
port the * of a * trial from your ſtate of health, 1 A 
for myſelf, be inclined not to preſs you on this ſervice. 

Mr. Buctnall. I have not e! in a play-houſe for deren 
years, merely from fewer. 

Lord * You behave very honorably in paying a SY 


per reſpect to the court, by appearing, inſtead of 25 1708 de to 
make an excuſe by . We leave it to yourſelf; if ou 


fire to be excuſed on account of your ill health, you may. 
Mr. Bucknall. As there are 82 xeptions 1 ws ſtand 
ee ee ee 
Te Freſdent. Then you will rs now? 1. * 
A. I will ſerve now. 8 Ag, bark. * - 


this time, only do not call on me an 28 e es # * 
Mr. Erſtine. I cannot think of preſſing Mr. Lia T 


challenge him. -. ©. 
John ** 2 Og of Edmonton, ih. ang merchant. 9. 
3 Have you a . l TY * 255 | 
Yes, ofrokayear. | | NETTED 55 
Mr. Erſkine. I len ry n | 
Samuel Mills, of et elds, AUG am | ln the . : 
in poſſeſſion. I am not of age till T am thirty-five, by my = 1 


wert will. My father left, in his will, all his eſtate to my bro- 
ther and me, and appointed truſtees ; 5 and we are not e f age ti till, 


we ae $6 . 
James Oliphant, of Cockſpur-ſtret, hatter—T am . 
of ſeventy years of age * 8 
h 1225 Bird, of Cock-bill, Raute Eſq. —I am not a frees ; 
older. | — 
ohn Dorwill.— He is not here. NESS p 


omas Powell, of Rr HOY roſs, ! 


chant. % nis en x. BY A 
VE Are'you a freeholder? | | a 4 
* A Nr. 77100 22 I; 125 33 ; nt © * *& 50 1 8 * ö 7 
2, To To the amount of col «year? i RT RI Oo 
35 Rs 3 * 0 . » So thy 2% SG ba $0 . er 3 4 
Mr. Heine, 1 challeage him. F +4 
William Emerſon, of Buſh-hill, Fasel Eſq. 8 4 „ 
28 Are you a freeholder of the county of Middleſex? la nyt 
Nathaniel Stonard, of Bromley, brewer. . W | 
Zim MENTORS ea of Middleſex? an | 
, ys J 


OY 3 45 Thy 60 & Sh * 1 
To the amount of x0l. a year? „„ 


* - wort). a 5 
>: 12 lawley, of Toltentian-ftreet, gent. LEE 
fre you a freehblder of the county of of Middleſex 


XxX *%- 


er EF ov 2. 
nm. 


r. 1 an 


Ichahenge bim. 
Nicholl, Neaſdo 
Jou 


> Robert Bird, of of Ealing Efq. 
David Roberts, of Ealing, Eſq. 
Are you a freeholder ! 9 He 


gen- abore 0 ears of age · 
d b IT, Gr 


* 1 
9 
— 
* 
1 
q 
mY 
dF * 
2 
W 
< 
hoe. 
S 
F 
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* 
| 
* 
- 
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| Spry you a freeholder ? DEL OI I rs no gh, 
A. I am not. „ 
William Arnold, of Queen one, El | 5 

Qi. Are you a frecholder? | e 

A. I am not. | 
Thomas 1 i PSMA ” 
0 . you 2 freeholder of. the county of Middleſex ? | 7 92 KC 


Foo Smith, of Upperſide, Ealing, Eſq. and ſill, n 55 | "43 | 
86. Are you ear e e ARR > EO 


70 ——W > 
» * 


5 25 
. 


e 7 Ts. 1 „„ 
a Erſkine, 1 £ 


John Charrington, of e G renr/ 1 
£ Are you a freeholder of the county of id Ee 
Yes, 10 a year. S,worn. 3 

George Rigby, of Stoke Newington, Efq- and} I bee 
Thomas Allen, Bur Street, Laſt Smithfield.” &7 NA 
2 you a feeholder ofthe county of Middleſex ? i 
75 Ves, of 10l. a year. e TY 
_— "Er hine. I ſhall challenge. this gentleman, I fe he js in 
2 convenient place, 
Andrew Burt, of Charlotto Street, Wapping * 5 
Q. Are you a freeholder ? | 1 75 | 
A Yes, of 10l. a year. 5 ot s 5 A 3 
Mr. Attorney General. Le 1 . 
Charles Smith, of Bromley, i CG 
Q. Are 15 2 freeholder . 8 io ES 
4. X17 ©: 
Q. Are you acopjatr ma frechlder wnher wits w 
of 10l. a year? 

4. Yes. 2 3 8 1 N aft 85 
Mr. Erſtine. 1 1 
Archibald Paxton, of Buckingham nee 
Sl you a freeholder of the es Mole 

es. . 
Jo the amount of 101 Near? 1 9 1 e 
Mr. Er ine. And 1 challenge hin tog, DEE 
Ralph eddey.—T am no freeholder. 


John Horſley, of Bull's Croſs, Enfield, WA am 48 


choll, a farmer, Harleſdown-hill, near Harrow. 


X * : * . 2 »..; * 4.4 x 
T7 ' _ ws. + N > 25 „ EY, E424 4 ö 
i Vid 


* 2 3 
RP 4 8 \ 


4 * 


* Hire you a freehoder ? 5585 | 
Fes. . 3 3 
eee obs your? DES nb Foe 


| 2d 5s 3 . oo 
| Mr. Erſkine. 1 challenge him e j : 4 og 5 $4 7 
_ Edward Franklin, of —_— EY e eee 


Wt” r 85 4 e 
o we value of 407. y r F 
Ves. 1. am 8 1 115 1 have . 


fuck a complaint i in wy" bowels,” that * do not know ou, to 


8 wo * 8 
$ 


4h 


- Michael: ann of Wpping, coal-inejeipe. mk of 
r EA 
e „ 

8 Q- ae a aer ür 1 8 E 
e a i. A 
r. Bi. I challenge him. - 8 rk 5 . : [ 
n Thompſon, of Chiſwick, err 
ee 07s ae of nale; 


* * 


aſk Ms. Thompſon whether his freehold is in in Middleſe 


7 1 37 
1 5 . 
MA. t is 4 . 
* ; 228 2 £ P54 = 5 
Py o + $4 3 . F = 4 1 
4 , q 2 « 
5 , "BAS \ N 1245 x 
4 * * 3 =) A £ , g A. * x" * 22 ud 6 * 
5 - * — 
. 
k 
* 


Ws Brſbine. | da ede . 8 8 5 
Pp Ainſleys:of- v road-ſtrect, , Geor George's in q Eat, 
coal-me Foro 


1 ii F 


. * you a frooilder oF cou yo! Middleſex? 25 


0 508 3 act 28 ll 1 hy | N 

21 5 Ti... : Fs *Þ 85 * f 33 

. 15. o the valus of 10. a Jerk e eee T.-L 
94 r Ui . < 

Kerem. Iͤ;6 Dos PT 095 HH oh, 


ASTD gf" PHE, 


* 80 r 8 
THO 70 ann 45 Fats. ok 215 1 1 


The bs Jurymen Hebe the crying of the cauſe; were 


as follow: © | v oa, 7 1 
Thomas Buck; OAK 2 Fraser, Pl 


+? Net 


1 3 
i £$ + 6- 
11 25 5 i n 

7 


Steinmetz, Newell n Vina 1 Thomas Sayer; F 


Richard Carter, Nathaniel . ofeph Nicholl oh Char- 
on, and Joſeph Aindtey. - i Ni IF n 


he Fa rf ey 1961 then read over to the Jury, and the Pri- bY 
foner given them in char 27 informing them charks he had put him 


felf on his trial, on God and 8 —_— which country they 
were; and their charge was to inquire whether he is Guilty or 
not; if they found him guilty, they were to inquire what ads, 


+ Ian 1 ad | at the time he committed the trea- 


4 
* 
7 
- * 
* 
4X 1 
#* IF * 1 — 
> : 
7 . 
F 
ts bs - FO 1 * 
r "NOR 2 
2 n Te TR Pee 9g” Ws . ; * 


es, ol. a Tens 9 f 
Rene. challenge Mr. Thompſon Be 25 * „ 


Wye Fe 6 * 


„ 9 
** 9 8 8 . 
5 5 7 . 
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V . 
| whether he fled for it, and if they found he fled, then they were 
to inquire what goods, lands, and tenements, he poſſeſſed at the 
The Indictment was opened by Mr. Wood, as fallows: 


Gentlemen of the Jury, this is an indictment againſt the Pri- 


Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah 
| Joyce, Thomas Wardle, . Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, 
Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and John 


Baxter, in the Indictment are charged that they traiteroully con- 
ſpired, compaſſed, imagined; and intended to ſtir up, move, and 
excite inſurreCtion, rebellion; and war againſt our Lord the King, 


and to ſubvert and alter the legiſlative rufe and now 


| duly and happily ENG i this Kingdom of Great Brita, 


and to depoſe our faid Lord the King from the Royal ſtate, tit 


power, and government of this kingdom, and to put and bring = 


- our ſaid King to death. - apa" SEAM 12 4 OA B3 1 - 

The firſt overt act charged on this indictment is, that they 
met, conſpired, gonſulted, and agreed among themſelves, and 
together with divers other falſe trajtors, to cauſe and proeure 2 
Convention and Meeting of diyers ſubjects of our ſaid Lord the 


* 


King, to be aſſembled and held within this kingdom, with in- 


tent and in order that the perſons to be aſſembled at ſuch Con- 


vention and Meeting, ſhould and might, wickedly and trajter- 
ouſly, without, and in defiance of the authority, and againſt the ; 


will of the Parliament of this kingdom, ſubvert, act, alter, and 

cauſe to be ſubyerted and altered the legillative rule and govern- 

ment now duly and 

depoſe and cauſe to be depaſed 

Royal ſtate, title, power, and government thereof. 
The ſecond oyert act charged is, that they did compoſe a 


7 
** 


— 


: nd- 
write, and did then and there maliciouſly and traiterouſly cauſe 
to be .compoſed and written, divers books, pamphlets, letters, 


inſtructions, reſolutions, orders, declarations, addreſſes, and writ-- 


ings, and did then and there malieiouſly and 'traiterouſly publiſb, 


and did then and there maliciouſſy and trajterouſly cauſe to be 
_ publiſhed divers other books, pamphlets, letters, inſtructions, re- 
tively compoſed, written, and publiſhed, and cauſed to be com- 
poſed, written, and publiſhed, purporting and containing therein, 
incitements, encouragements, and exhorta- | 


ſolutions, orders, declarations,” addreſſes' and writings, io reſpec- 


among other 8 


tions to move, i 


\ Sy 


42 1 * 
| 260 ? is __ 
> " : Gs 7 „ SE45* | 2 þ 


5, 


P 


| don: and if they found him not guilty, they were to inquire 


ſoner, Thomas Hardy, at the Bar, who, together with } ohn 


appily eſtabliſhed-in this Kingdom, aud 


5 ) aces and perſuade the ſubjeQs of our ſaid Lord, 
the King to chooſe, depute, and ſend, and cauſe to be. choſe, 
deputed, and ſent, perſons as delegates, to compoſe and conſtitute _ . 


{ 


ELF 4 


» | 8542 


| Fuch Convention and Meeting as aſoreſaid, to be fo holden 4s 
r 
ird overt act is, that I conſult and de- 
liberate among thernſelves, and to er 1 divers other falſe 
traitors, of and concerning the aſſembling ſuch Con- 
a Mo are Gas fo — Aran | 
aid, and how and when ſuch Convention and Meeting ſhould 
AO eee the fobjetty our ſaid 
Lord che King ſhould and be indueed and moved to ſend 
perſons as delegates to com and conſtitute the fame. 
| * is, that they traiterouſly did conſent and 
— . 
onney, 0 
"Matthew" Moore, John Thelwall, John Baxter, 
Richard Hodgſon , one ſohn Lovatt, one William Sharp, and 
John Pearſon, ſhou meet, ;confer, and co-operate 4 
themſelves,” and together wich divers other falſe traitors, wh 
names are de the aid Jurors unknown, for and towards the cal- 
ling and afſembling ſuch Convention and Wesen as aforeſaid, 
— — purpoſes aforeſaid. | | 
The fiſth overt act is, that they traiterouſly did cauſe and pro- 


cure eo be made and provided, and did then and there maliciouj- 


ly and'traiterouſly conſent and agree to the making and provid- 

ing of divers arms and offenſive weapons, to wit, guns, muſc uets, 
pixkes, and axes, for the purpoſe of arming divers ſubje of 
our ſaid Lord the King, 1 in order and to the intent that the fame 
ſubjects ſhould and might unlawfully, forcibly, and traiterouſly 

oppoſe and withitand our Bd Lord 8 King ;n the due and 4 
ful exerciſe of his royal power and authority in the execution of 
the laws and ſtatutes of this realm, and ſhould and might un- 
lawfully, forcibly, and traiteroufly ſubvert and alter, BA. aid and 
aſſiſt in ſubyerting and alteri ed and in defiance of the 

the leg and againft the will of the Parliament of this — rv | 


our ſaid Lord the PRES. 2 
Tue ſixth overt >a, is, that hay did ks 6 oli, and agree 
themſelves, and with divers other falſe traitors, to raiſe, 
and make inſurrection, rebellion, and war within this King- | 
A of Great Britain, againſt our ſaid Lord the Kin) 
The ſeventh overt act is, that they traiterouſly 44 conſpire, 
conſult, and agree among themſelves, and together with divers 
other falſe traitors, to ſubvert and alter, and cauſe to be ſubverted 
and altered, the legiſlature, rule, and government now duly and 
eſtabliſhed in this-kingdom, and to and cauſe. to 
| bedepoſed our faid Lord the King from the Royal ſtate, title, 
power, and government of this Kingdom. Oe Fx 
x 


ran” - FA 


The eighth overt act is, that they did traiterouſly canſe and | 
procure to be prepared and compoſed, divers books, pamphlets, 
letters, declarations, inſtructions, reſolutions, Ant. addreſſes, 
and writings, and did then and there malieiouſſy and traiterouſly 
cauſe and procure to be publiſned and diſperſed, divers diher 
books,  pamphilets, letters, declarations, inſtructions, reſolu- 
tions, orders, addreſſes, and writings; the ſaid ſeveral books, 
pamphlets, letters, declarations, inſtructions, reſolutions, or- 
ders, addreſſes, and writings, ſo reſpec̃tively prepared, compoſed, 
publiſhed, anddiſperſed, and cauſed tobe prepared, compoſi ;pub- 
liſhed, and diſperſed as laſt aforeſaid, purporting and containing 
therein (amongſt other things) incitements, encouragements,and 
exhortations, to move, induce, and perſuade the ſubjects of our 
faid Lord the King to aid and aſſiſt in carrying into effect ſuen 
traiterous ſubverfion, alteration, and depoſition as laſt aforeſai 
and alſo containing therein, among other things, informati 
inſtructions, and directions to the fubjects of our ſaid Doe be 
King, how, when, and upon what occafivns the traĩterous p_ 
Poſes laſt aforeſaid ſhould and might be carried into effect. 

The ninth and laſt overt act is, that they did procure and pro- 
vide, and did then and there traiterouſſy cauſe and procure to . 
provided, and did then and there malicibuſſy and 3 
conſent and agree to the procuring and providing arms, and | 
fenſive weapons, to wit, guns, muſquete, es, and —_ | 
therewith to le and wage war, infurrection, and rebenion 
againſt our ſaid Tord the” the Ring within this kingdom, againſt - 
the duty of their allegiance, and againſt the peace of our faid 
Lord the now King, his'crown and dignity, and againſt the form 
of the ſtatute in t at cafe made arid provided. To this Indict- 
1 0 the Priſoner has pleaded Þ Not Guilty, bene gre che ive 

joined. 

* Caſe was then e in the foll wing | 


J =” 
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. SPEECH OF THE #rronmry eren -l. 


| Pleas; el rd Genen of FR Tay; in Wenne 
Y Nating wir I have to offer to your moſt ſerious attention in this 
reat and weighty bufineſs before you, —— as it certainly 
does, the deareſt intereſts of community, and aff 
n throughout this buſineſs, everyintereſt which can be va- 


ing, as you will 


 luable to the priſoner at the bar, T ſhall have frequent occafionto 


_ call that anxious attention to the different parts of the indictment 

which has juſt been opened to you. Why I forbear to do ſa at 
this es is, becauſe I think that attention will be more uſe- 

'1 ally . 


8 5 by = 8 : 
full ion and acquired, both wth refoea to the public and 
— eee en 55 Rs, I am — to 
N e the OM who 5 is a" Lk you tands 3 
3 Kate the indictment generally, with the offence of compaſling his . 
Majeſty's death. He, was committed on that charge by his Ma- 
Jeſty s Privy Crane... I will explain to you why. I tate theſe 
and the follow ing fats. In conſequence of the apprehenſion of 
this priſoner, and of. ſeveral others charged by this indictment, 
aud af others whoſe names do not occur in this indictment, 
F of ſome notoriety were had in parliament, and 
an act paſſed, empowering his Majeſty to detain ſuch perſons 
as he ſuſpected were conſpiring againſt his government; that act 
' aflerted, that a treiterous and deteſtable conſpiracy. had been 
formed ſor ſubverting: the exiſtin e laws of this country, and for 
_ Irftroducing that ſyſtem of. CU. confuſion, which hath ſo 
fatally. prevailed in France. e act, on the {pur of emer- _ 
Sengy, was to contribute to authoriſe his Majeſty” s Privy, Coun- 
eil in che detention, without mainprize or difcharge, the pri- 
donnert then in priſon for high-treaſon or treaſonable practices, or 
hg, hould afterward be apprehended under ſuch c cireu ee, 
_ ks ficlt of February, 1793. 
Bentlemen, this meaſure, which did not fulpend the opera · 
1 2 of the Habeas Corpus, act, that grand palladium of Englih 
 _ {liberty but with-reference-to particalar perſons, under particu- 


\ 


* > 


lar commitments, for particular offences, is a meaſure. never ad- 

- mitted in this country by Parliament, but in caſes in which, after 

-Y poſſible attention to the ſecurity of the rights of the. 

a Lubject — being broke in upon, it is 8 to be the laſt poſ- 

Þ  Gble neceſſity, and which hath. been repeatedly, put in force i in 

© the beſt af times, i in ſeveral-caſes where. the wiſdom, of Parlia- 

| ment apprehended it was conſiſtent with the meaſure: of their 

duty, that the nation ſhould part with it's liberty for a while, 
that it might not loſe it ſor even. 

Gentlemen, appearing. before you this dayi in the diſcharge of 

I, that duty which I have given nie to execute, in the execution of 

Which, it appears to me to be abſolutely neceſſary, as you will 

_ colle& from the fact, that 1 do appear here this day, I have to 

dete to you; that according to the true conſtitutional meaning 

af ſuch an Act of Parliament, it is not that the trial of ſuch per- 

- ſons ſhould be delayed during the particular days of the ſuſpen- 

E  _ flon of the AQ} but that the Act ſhould, with reference to the 

time of trial, be allowed in the right execution of it; and it's 

p operation only ſhould be of that extent, which a due conſidera- 

tion of the public ſafety, tempered wich a due: attention to the 

Hm” * lar. „„ ; 
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Zh „nene the proceedings of the Legiifeturs e 1 
- ſuch as I have ſtated to you, his Majeſty, in the exerciſe of his 
duty, as the grand conſetvator of the public peace, directed a 
commiſſion to iſſue, to enquire whether any ſueh treaſons had 
been committed by any perſons, and by with, In the -execus 
tion of the duties of that commiſſion, a Grand Jury of this 
country hath declared, on their oath, that there is ground of 
_ charge againſt the perſon at the bar, and againſt others; ſuffieient 


d call on them, ou a trial to be had before you, their country, 


to anſwer to an accuſation for” gh bon coo in in company: . 
Majeſty is death. «4 a Lo eee 
T have ſtated: theſe cebit to you in 85 6 rent terms ay 
I can, expreſſive of this obſervation, that no proceedings of par⸗ 
Hkament ought to have, and I am perfuaded, that nodeliberation” 
which they gave to the fubje, had any influence on the judicial: 
mind of a Grand Inqueſt; neither ought theſe proceedings to 
affect your enquiry, or induce yeu, in the determination Which 
you are to make, on the iſſue you are now ſworn to deeide upon. 
Gentlemen, there is not one circumſtarice of any proceedings 
before parliament, with reference to which you ought to ſuffer 
ir minds to be influenced j in the trial or deciſion _ the caſe 
before W * De e eee 
Seen 1 is obvious, that ſuch proceedings as were hat 
in parliament, providing for great emergencies, may be required 
and authoriſed by the genuine ſpirit of the Legiſlature; even in 
caſes in which the Grand Jury would not be juſtified in finding 
a bill of indictment. It is much more obvious, that in à pro- 
ceedingbefore youzthe wiſdom and the proprietyof thelegiſlature 
is not at all involved. You, therefore, gentlemen of the Jury, will - 
vonſider the priſoner, as ſtanding before you, in the full eden 
of an abſolute right to the preſumption of innocence, notwith- 
ſtanding his charge in this indictment; except ſo far as that pre- 


8 fumption is made by the ſiaple fact that he hath been ac- 


euſed of by a Grand Jury of his country: and, before L conelude 
theſe obſervations, you will permit me to fay, that, if there has 
been any thing that has fallen under your confideration by acts, 
or publications, that may have torned, or made any attempt to 
influence your minds, or any thing that may this day fall from 
any of” thoſe employed to try this/grand cauſe, you will not 
"ſuffer it to work any prejudice on your minds, either againſt the | 
priſoner, or on the priſoner's behalf: on the other hand, I am 
perfectly ſure, that your integrity will be a ſecurity to the pug- 
tic. Lou will not let any attempt of that kind make any im- 
preſſion on your breaſts; and, on the other hand; I need not 
| My an 2 nll to let them have _y ſuch es to'influ- 
1 ; 2 | ENCE 
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1 wnrde dee them in his favoůrt 
Senmtlemen, in order to underſtand e 4 
1332 I hall take the liberty firſt to ſtate to you the- | 
character, which, Lapprehend, is neceſſary for the protection of 
- thaſe; whoſe perſon and government the ſtatute avers it is. 
Gentlemen, the power of the Rate, by which I mean the 
f power of making laws,: and enforcing the execution of them 
| when made, ig | veſted. in the King; enacting laws in one capa- 
city, that is, in his legiſlative character, by and with the ad- 
vice and conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and Com- 
mons in Parliament, aſſembled in parliament, according to the 
lat and conſtitutional cuſtom of England; and in the other ca- 
pacĩty, by executing the law when made, and himſelf ſubſervient 
ta the law when made, and anz with the advice, thereof, | 
when.it hath been ſo made. 5 
Gentlemen, the King's authority under the ee the con- 
Aatational: and legal proviſions. and limitations, convenes and 
regulates the duration and exiſtence of parliament; convenes 
thoſe, which, according to the lam and cuſtom of the country, 
be is bound to call to attend the King in the parliament, Gtting 
in his royal political capacity, and the Lords and Commons ale 
ſembly, form the body political of this kingdom, by which is 
exerciſed ſovereign. authority and legiſlation. - While the pre- 
ſent law, the preſenit-conftitytion, and preſent government of 
Sreat Britain exiſts, no law can be made, but — that authorit 
_no-legiſlative:power ogauthority. can be created againſt the 
or in deſiance of that authority, whether in any, or any 5 
_ _evnſtituted., An attempt to create ſuch a power is treaſon, hy the 
ſtatute of the agth of Edward the Third, for as in the King the 
pager of legiſlation is veſted, ſo alſo is the executive power of go- 
 mwernamenttobeexecrciſed with the advice of parliament, and to be. 
 exerciſedaccording to thoſe laws which are the birth · right and in- 
F kezitance of the ſubject. Having on him the care and protection 
| of the community, to him, in return, alſo the — of everx 
1 individual, according to the law of England, is due; that alle- 
= by which the ſubject is bound, in thedanguage of the 
= —_— ol chis· country, to defend him againft all traiterous con- 
ſpiracies and attempts whatever, whether made againſt his perſon, 
ron, or his dignity; it aſcertains to whom this care and pro- 
tection is cammitced; it aſcertains to whom this allegiance is due, 
tler breach of which, according to the opinion of the venerable 
Lord Hale, oonſtituting High Treaſon, is neceſſary to the peace 
of the community; it aſcertains and deſines accurately, what 
cConſtitutes a breach of that allegiance, ſo eſſeutiallyand abſolutely . 
3 to the 2 of all Gat your anceſtors have claimed, 
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or property. It hath made the crown which his Majeſty wears 
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demanded, and inſilted upon, as che ancient undonbted rights, 


and liberties, of your country. The former of theſe objects is 


ſecured by the law and conſtitutional euſtom of England, that 
law which ſecures to you every right you have,whether of perſon 


| hereditary, ſubject to limitations by parliament; and I beg your. 


attention to that. The latter ſubje& hath been moſt anxiouſly. 
ſecured by the itatute referred to in the charge, which brings 
forward the indictment which you are now to try. The King 

having this hereditary crown, the law and the conſtitution has alto 


defined his duties, theſe duties which it is incumbent on him 


to execute for the benefit of his ſubjects, in the exetution of 


which duty, they have aiĩded him with money, and, in conſide- 


ration of ſuch ſervice, they have clothed him with dignity, -- 


Gentlemen, with reſpect to the duties of the King, they attac 


on him the inſtant he becomes ſuch; ſo alſo,” the moment his 


title accrues, the ſame inſtant the duty of allegiance from the 
ſubject, the breach of which is High Preaſon, attaches to him; 
he recognizes his duty in that oath which he is bound to take 


on him at his coronation, to promiſe, and ſwear to govern the 


people of this country, according to the laus and ſtatutes in 


parliament agreed upon; mark the words, gentlemen; and the 


obligation, to govern according to the laws and ſtatutes in per- 
Hament aſſembled, and according to the las and 2 


lavvs and cuſtoms of the ſame, that, to his power, he will cauſe 


law and juſtice, in merey, to be executed; that he will maintain 
the laws of God, and the true profeſſion of religion eſtabliſhed 


by law. This gath, as ſtated by that great, venerable Judge, 
Juſtice Foſter, is a public recognition, nt only of the duties of 


the King, but the fundamental rights of the people, thereby 


being impreſſed on him; and throughout this caſe, it cannot be 
too ſtrongly recollected that it impoſes on him the moſt ſaered 


ſame, and no other. Addreſſing this Court, which is a Court of 


Law, in which you, the Jury, are ſworn to make a true deli- 


verance, according to the laws of England; can J impreſs it 


does ſtrongly, and it cannat be ſuppaſed by poſſibility, chat the 


King can, conſiſteutly with this oath, and with the antecedent 


duty, recognige any implicit engagement, and which the terms 


of it might engage him, either to act, or can he permit himſelf 


to act, according to the rules of government, by any bodies ad- 


vice, aſſuming any character, functions, or ſituations; theſe 


rules of government being to operate as laws, the ſtatutes agroed 


eexcepted; this ſeems to be a neceſſary coneluſion af reaſoning, to 
be addreſſed to a court of law, that thoſe that conſpire, not to 


upon in: parliament, and the laws and cuſtoms of the ſame, only 
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to eee from that government, againſt that n if . 
they conſpire to remove him from the title, power, and go-- 
vernment, which the indictment, you will find, preſentiy men- 
tions, it is to ſubvert and alter the rule and government now 
eſtabliſhed in this kiogdom; he ought not to ſo govern, he can- 
not ſo goyern, he is bound to refiſt ſuch an attempt at the Ha- 
zard of all it's conſequences: ' {= ramen W N . en : 
depoſition, or it endangers his life. | 
Io the king, on whom theſe Autict are' Sacawbent, the law | 
and conſtitution, for the better execution of them, has aſſigned 
various councils, and reſpouſible advice; it hath clothed him 
under various conſtitational checks and proviſions, with various | 
attributes and prerogatives, as neceſſary for the maintenance of 
the civil liberty of the people; it aſcribes to him e need 
imperial dignity, and perfecrion; and, becauſe the rule of go- 
vernment, in this kingdom, cannot exiſt, for a moment, without 
2 perſon filling that office, it aſcribes to him alſo, that he 
never ceaſes to exiſt. In foreign affairs, he makes war and 
peace; in domeſtic concerns, he is a conſtituted part of par- 
Tivient; he has power to raiſe armies, and is the great couſer- 
vator of the public peace, bound. to maintain and vindicate the 
aceſt truſt that ever was repoſed in man; the fountain of 
onour, office; and power; the great arbiter of public cauſes, 
ai the head of the national charge. T hope it will not be 
thought amiſs my Rating thus much, becauſe it appears, that 
ſuch are the duties and prerogatives. that the ſovereign. has in 
this country, all exiſting for the protection and ſecurity of the 
people, in an eſtabliſned form of government. This accounts 
pes the anxiety with which the law watches over his perſon; 
this zekounts for the effect of eren compalling of bis deat hor 
oſition ; as it ſeems to co· exiſt with an intention to ſubvert 
and alter the conſtitution, it appears to be a deſign to depoſe 
Kim, under which the conſtitution is, and by which the eser. 
eile of thoſe conſtitutional powers, 67 0 to be created. | 
Gentlemen, conſonant with. this, the tenor and language e in 
"the charge of every inditment, is moſt clearly expreſſed. Lord 
Hale ſays, that a more high offence cannot be, than that com- 
mitted more immediately againſt the perſon and government of 
ie King; I cannot ſtate, it more ſtrongly, to you, or from an 
_ authority whoſe authenticity will be leſs queſtioned by you, 
when I ſtate to you the opinion of one of the counſel for my Lord 
George Gordon; indeed, it is no more than what follows the 
expoſition of the law of England, as. delivered by all it's great 
Jawyers, when it ſtates it's principle thus, to compaſs or ima- 
*eine the death of a king; ſuch intention or purpoſe, viſible 
As to the great. dts 0 our being, moſt be manifeſted by fome. 
* 


CC 
overt act; this is the definition obviouſly directed, not only to a 7 
| ſecurity of his natural perſon, but to the ſtability of his govern- | 

ment; the life of a prince being ſo interwoven in the conſtitu- 


tion, that an attempt to deſtroy the one, is a rebellious conſpi- 

Ene n ů òU hh! 

Gentlemen, it will be my duty to ſtate to you preſently what 
is the law of an attempt againſt the life of the King. 
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Gentlemen, it ſeems, therefore, that before the ancient laws 
of England were changed, which even in the caſe of a ſubject, _ 
held the intent to kill, homicide, as welt as in any caſe of a 
king, the intent to kill or depoſe him, without the proof, the fact, 
where the meaſures were taken to effect the attempt, was treaſon; 
with a difference, however, as to the nature of the acts. 
he words of the great and venerable 


That is ſtated again in the w. | 
authority; I mean, Mr. Juſtice Foſter, who ſays, that it was 
with great propriety. that the ſtatutes of treaſon obtained the ri- 
gour of the law in its full extent in the cafe of the King; in 
the caſe of him, ſays he, whoſe life muſt not be in danger, be- 
' cauſe it cannot be taken away by treaſonable practices, without 

involving the nation in blood and confuſion ; levelled at him, the 
ſtroke is levelled at the public tranguillity. That I may be fully 
underſtood what it is that I have to contend for in the courſe of 
this trial, is to put you in mind again of that which I have be- 
fore ſtated, that it is abſolutely and not leſs neceſſary to the ſecu- 
rity of individuals, than it is for the ſecurity of the nation at large, 
that the perſon and government of the King fhould be ſecured; 
on the RNA hand, the crime of high treaſon ſhould not be unde- 
termined, it ſhould not be left either undefined; in the law itſelf, 
or in the conſtruction of that law; this is not to be collected 
merely in this country from reaſonings at this time, obvious 
enough to be ſo collected, for the 8 of your anceſtors 
has informed you; and I beg to impreſs it on your minds in hat 
is to be found in their annals, in which no man knew how he 
ought. to ſpeak, or to ſay without ſuſpicion of high treaſon, in 
the anxiety which the preamble to the ſtatute. of Edward III. 
expreſſes, and the expreſſive language which your anceſtors 
uſed, proves when the ie -thar Ratio was firſt inſti- 
tuted, in the code of laws under which we all lie. 
Sentlemen, I admit too that it may ultimately fave your time, 
that I treat the ſubject thus on the outſet of it; that before this 
ſtatute was made, on which the indictment now before you pro- 

- ceeds, this necellity for the ſecurity of the ſubject was not ſuffi- 

ciently provided for; and I ſay yet, with that ſtatute in our code, 

with thoſe who ſay it is not ſufficiently provided for, if any con- _ 
ſtruction is given to that ſtatute which the legiſlation did not in- 
tend it to receive; it is neceſſary on theſe heads to'trouble yow 


3 
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with ſome, t though: few obfervations. That the law of treaſon 
22 be getexmined und certain, is not morx neceffary for the. 
ſecuriry. of the public, than that chere ſhould. be a law of treaſon, 
and that at: lhoutd be faithfully, fully; and firmly executed, Every 

8 15 e form or regimen of government; ĩt muſt 
| ermined by whom, and under what mode the ſovereign 
1 poets to be, and.exift in the country, under which all are to 
| ject. No government can exilty; except this power is 
n ber ben an attempt to fubvert that power is an 
attempt on the. eh tablithed, law. I is alſo necefſary,' that an at- 


2 5h ſhould be, anion againd. being too ſeverely 
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This is alſo the EY 8 1 33 Hale, T 
: that .the greatneſs of the offence, and the feverity of the puniſh-. 
ment on hi e auſe the ſafety, peace, and tran- 
Ae of, kingdom: is High 7 e and the ſafety and 
. 4 40 8 of the perſon, a an government of the Lives 
Aud chereſdre the laws, of the kingdom haye, given all, ; Poſhble. 
ſecurity. to the King's perſon BY NS: 220 Puwiſhes 
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deſcribe this great; off 1 in King 

ard the Third's. e Ne m when they en- 
22 ml venerable and abe 4 mean Which this indict- 
ment is founded, made for che more preciſe; definition .of this 


as was ſtated ain Þ! che authority) of council; it Was. 
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e the ſorercign e not. IN to 
— 0 ſovereign, 7 {o-an, adeq | 
laws committed: to his extcution,; 18 rr 
In addreſſing 4 Jury, in a Court of, a. ms Ned 
liverance . pv PRA to, that. aw whit ,Fonltitutes th the ſeat in 
95 they fits, there ; are two. Bo fictions which appear to bo 
clear in this; the firſt i is, „that I not,. that I cannot dare to 
_ eall vou to think, that I cannot 15 to think of it myſelf, to ſay 
that there has been committed, alder this ſtatute, any offence, if. 
the facts of the caſe to be laid before you, by the plain manifęſt 
authorized interpretation of the ſtatute, does not conſtitute an 
oſſencę under it; if the ſtatute ſhould ſeem to any man, or to 
you, not to be a ſufficient and adequate ſecutity to the perſonal 
Monour of the fovereign, in the due execution of the laws, he 


hasy e, all the ſecurity which the law yas authorized = 
you 
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Fan to give him, and God forbid'that you ſhould think of giving 
os 5 the other hand 790 are bound by — 
if this law ſiag been violated, and if the fact of violation is 
proved'by evidence; oonhvitcing in its nature, and ſuch in its form 
that the law requires; for the Jaw in this cafe requires not only 
convineing but formal inquiry; and if the evidence be ſuch as 
the law requires, in evidence and form, you are bound to give 
to the priſoner that verdict which the Ratute violated would 
give; and which the ſtatate intended mould be given. 
Mien of honour and conſcience” acting under the ſanction of 
a law; though of different opinions, it muſt take them to the 
ſame concluſion whilſt $udging of the ſame facts by the ſame 
law, - whatever-the principles of government may be, however 
they may differ in the effect of the facts Jaid down. In the trial 
of à perſon hboſe name I ſhall have abundant reaſon to men- 
tion to you in the courſe of theſe proceedings, The author of 
the Rights of Man; it was juditiouſly, truly, juſtly, and ſtrongly 
admitted in fact, that if the Jury had been compoſed of, that 
ie, i there were tyyelve ſueh men of this country, republicans, 
wiſhing to act from conſcience, and from the nature of their 
oath, which is af verdict according to the law, if they were 
convinced that the crime had'bect committed, no man would 
have the audacity to ſay, chat they would be capable for a mo- 
ment of not coming to the eonclufion, which the facts call for, 
an the la that they are fern upon. 
The preamble to the ſtatute on which this indiẽtment pro- 
ceeds, is to the follow¾ing effect; it ſtates, and it ſtates moſt 
truly, that divers opinions had been had before this time, that is, 
the time of the 25th of Edward III. in what caſes treaſon ſhould 
be ſaid, and what not; the King at the requeſt of the Lords and 
Commons, has\made' a declaration, that it mall be treaſon to 
compaſs ot ĩmagine the death of our Lord the King. Or if any man 
do levy war againſt our Lord the King; or if any man be adhe- 
rent to the King's enemies in his realm, giving them aid and 
eomfort in the realm or elſewhere, and thereof upon ſufficient 
proof be attainted; by which words ig underſtood to he attainted 
by evidence; be attainted of open dedd by men of his own con- 
dition. And then, gentlemen, there is this, to which you are 
bound to give your attention for the ſake of the priſoncr, as well 
as for the ſake of the public, the intereſts of both are blended in 
this: the act further ſays, becauſe many other like caſes of trea-. 
_ fon may happen in time to come, which cannot be thought of 
nor declared at preſent, it is accorded, that if any other (cafe 
ſuppoſed to be treaſon, which is not above ſpecified, doth” hap=, 
pen before any Judge, the Judge ſhall tarry without going to 
_ . judgment for the treaſon, till the cauſe be ſhewed ang decfer d 
e 5 & 3 K f | Pe” before e 
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| - before the King and his Parliament; whether it ä | ghi tobe jag. 

| ed treaſon or other felony. : 

I defire to point out here, in the woſt marked: way in which 1: Sh 
can ſtate; the anxiety with which the parliament wiſhed tore». 
- ſerve to itſelf the judgment of treaſon, not being treaſons ſpeci-: 
filed in the Rutter but being like treaſons, they would not truſt, 
the ſubject to any court of juſtice on that point hut themſelves ; 
it gives an een , to the law of England, on the caſe: be. 
treaſon, a degree of authority that does not belong to decifions.. 
in courts of judgment on an other caſe whatever. 

*-Gentlemen, Having read the ſtatute to you, it is not unim- 
portant as it ſeems to me, to obſerve that Heb and Foſter, who 
have ftated the Judicial and other expoſitions of this ſtatute, . 

* have ſtated them, and expounded the ſtatute under the weighty. h 
concluſion which they moſt pawerfully claim, againſt extending 
this ſtatute by parity of reaſon; this circumſtance alone appears 

to me to give infinite authority to it, the expoſition. which they; 

ſtate of it as found and as bein according to the interpretation | 
of it, which the legiſlature i in ware the third's time meant to 

ire to t. e 

9 Gentlemen, it 44 fave your time, — that of the 1 | 
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and brings with it the greateſt and moſt fatal dangers to the go. 
verhngent as well 25 to the peace ang bappi [3 of * ki agtom. 


nominy, and ſubject to the greateſt penalties. Let bj dae de ts. In 
ſtances, "thoſe Jaws Chlich were before the 4 8 155 25th of, 
Edward HI- or the firſt of Henry IV. and therefore be adds, yet 
it appears how necefſry i it was that there, nould be ſome. i ſettle 4 
boundary for the crime of treaſon. How. dangerous it is to de- 
part from that ſtatute, and not to multiply and enhance crimes 
nts treaſon by ambiguous words;. and how. dangerous it is by, 
conſtruction and analogy, to make 5 8. where $90, letter. of... 
the Taw has not matle them, In anoth cr. pallage, after having . 
given his comment on this ſtarute, Sher 1 having ſtated what are 
the acts which tall within the letter of it, and the ſound inter- 
poſition of it; he fays, that the great wiſdom and care of Par- 
- Hament has been to keep judges within the boundaries and ex- 
bay ot: Mui 05 this act, and not to ue, them to run Ae . 5 


* 
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"Gentlemen, ae te tas IO I now f ge in LG tg be 

pe underſtood, that I do moſt diftinly iſavow making 
any lil of conſtruQtive treaſon ; z that I do moſt diſtinctly BG 
avow ſtating, in this inditment, any like caſes of treaſon, not 
ſpetified in this 225 1 do now moſt diſtinctly diſavow ſtating: 
accu lative or. 1 us trezſon, I do moſt diſtinctly. diſfavow. 
dev pres $2 y parit eaſon that into treaſon which is not ſpe- 
cified/in t . "Ang. the queſtion. between us appears to 
be diſtinctly thts,” whether the defendant. is zuilty of 2 treaſon 
ſpecified in the ſtatuts, and whether, the evidence. that is to be. 
brought before you amounts | to "that proof, fatisfaQory, to your 
minds and confciences ade minds and conſciences being pres. 
pared ta admit nb proof but what you *ougit to receive under 
the obligation of an n oath) of treaſon of an, open dre et 
in the ſtatute, 

Gentlemen, we indem ent charges the defendant with © com. 
paſſing and imaginin FW 1 8 death and. with having taken 
mesfüres to effect 1 t purp Pole. That 1 way be thoroughly 
underſtood, you In eig me to ſtate here to you, that there 
1s not only's manifeſt Hifi ion, by t a fe XD diſtincti ion; in 
the courſe of judicial 4 750 ce in t. Wnt Aettled. for no other 
cauſe, hut tht there! 49 a manifel | diltin&ion ; in treaſon, pn. . 
tween like treaſbns, conftrudtive' treaſons, | like caſes of treaſ i 5 
amslogous or accumulated tre Ebene, or various erb ede of the 
ſame treafon. ee 371 57 11 oh 514d 41 

8 Gentlemen, the 'biiffn6ſs' befe ore Jon is, whether the. als laid, 8 

or overt-afts of treaſon, ſpecied in the hat te and ſpecified i in 
the 5 eh amoums in ae PE 7 
done, ich a pe roba 808 ted... 0 - 
* cifled eiten; 18 tg? 1 t 1 1 1 A b by 74 

. ede on this: Itake it to 12 05 
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and 8 a tis 100 dong Og which not 6000 ſecures the 
ſubjeck in this reſpect, but without which no power can be ſaid 
to exiſt, ' But I am authoriſed to ſtate to jou, that the form in 


decifians, which for centuiies —_ prevailed,” are to be taken to 
2 a 


1 '+ WM 0 
. e ee etftering into meafures for depoling the ki 8 
confpiring With Foreigners to invade the King, going to a forest 


# 


country t6 give invitation for he purpoſe of invading the King, 
confpiring to raiſe an infurtectſon, either to dethrone the Kitig, 
vr to imprifon the Ring; or to oblige Him to alter lis meaſures, 
or to remove his Counſellors, have been held. from the eſtablithe 
law of the fact, and by derigons heretofore in Courts of Juſtice 

to de tiefſon ; and, that'thoſe who intend #0! do ſo have deen 
guilty of bvert-acts of treaſot to compaſo the King's death; and 
Who will ſuppoſe that they were not acting under the influence 
8 ok that weighty memente, which, "they knew,-'ought to guide 
-*- thoſe who ate to furteed them in the feats of judgment. Yet 
Ig give vou this in their very words, which have concurred with 
I Sn, in the-conftruRtion and expoſition 


Parfiament into the barg | | | 
of the ſtatute, that all theſe. things are overt-aAs' of the ſame 
 treaſon'tHhzt is ſpecified the Act of Partiament, becauſe the'law 
fas, that” he that does that whieh' may endanger the Ting's 


N OF 


Ale the law holds him encompaſſing the King s death; if ir 
"the cane coorke of things, the-meaſure which ho takes is in 
Purfuanee of the purpoſe which, firſt afſe@ing the King while he 
lives, in the ordinary courſe of things, will bring him to his gr de 
When hie dies, This is nor raffing.conſtrudtive treafoney this mnot 
Tung want deer this is not raiſing like caſes of treaſon; 
it is ſtating orerk. acts of treaſon; Which dre meaſures taken in 
purſuance of the treafonable purpoſes intended: whith meaſures 
way nibcefſarily be #6various in their kind, nay, muſt necelſarily 
de bs various in their kind as the Ways and means of which any 
Amis and pen deeds of the human heart can manifelt itfelf to 
"26Mriiit ſome one bt other treaſons mentioned in the ſtatute. 
SGehtlemen, 1 obferved it to you that Courts and Jurics have 
cbnſtantty done this in the execution of the ſtatute under which 
mis indzetment is framed; if tberefote [they have done wrong 
im going this, if the intefpretsxlon they have made of the Ra- 
df the ſtatute, they Rate done it in the preſence and under the 
eye of the parhiamért, which habe edpreſsly forbidden them to 
do it, the conclufion on that is, they Have done it right. | | 
Sentlemen, che courts ef law argue uniformly with acts of 
parlament in tts country; acts of Pürliament have been made 
over Ind ober again, to bring them back again to the ſtatute of 
- EpwarRy . But we have led to this hour and cannot find 
| $46 'that they ſhovld* ſay that the overt-a& ſhould not be taken to be 
dn act of high-treaſon within the ſtatute, becauſe the ſtatutes 
'4 dio not mention the various manners by which the human heart 
=. wn thew its compatiing of this pürfpoſee. | 
| „ e ' 3 3 | 


Gentlemen, 
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(73 
Gentlemen, but this is, not all, becauſe what one ſees charged | 
is not only according tò the laws of England; but the proceedings «+ 
eee anne if L may ſo call it, 
where the ſtatutes have been. thus conſtrued, and where this 
diſtinction between the overt - acte, in like caſes of treaſon, have 
been acted upon, propoſed-by one houſe to the other, and acted 
upon by the crown in executing the ſentence. | Gentlemen, the 
diſtinction then only is, a like caſe of treaſon, is a caſe not 
ified in the, ſtatute, but a caſe productive of 1270 | 
ſpecified. in the ſtatute, but a like caſe of treaſon before it be 
proceeded. upon muſt be ſhewn.to parliament. | |, 
But the facts, the open derds, alike in nature and tendency, 
but various in their eireumſtances, may prove the ſame integ- 
tion to exiſt in the minds ; that there may be many meaſures to 
execute the ſame treaſon, and the like treaſon, appears in my 
rg ahh 9) fs nuts 5,510 34.948 Jo 
Gentlemen, .I,concrive / what the treaſan law ſays is this, 
- whether the jury are fully ſatisfied, about the evidence 2 which 
they can probably attain to the concluſion, that the act laid is 
an overt-act of gompaſſing the particular ſpeciſied treaſon, _ 
v whether, meaſures ars taben in purſuance of and to effect that 


/ 


Gentlemen, I profeſs for une Lam. ſorry to trouble you 
thus much at large but you will find it hath an application and 
a a cloſe application to the cauſe. I have to lay before you this ĩs 
underſtand it. I do nat knom hat a conſtructive overt- act is; 
but I do underſtand conftruQive treaſons, levying war againſt 
his Majeſty, without declaring it to he levying war againſt his 
perſon, is, Conſtrgckive treaſon 3 as when men do that which 
will eventually affect the King's l e, a Jevying, wary or pulling 
don priſons or other houſes, are conſtructive treaſans, they are 
levied againſt his royal. Majeſty, and it hath been held as con- 
ſtrustive treaſons by .the..deciſigns- of yudges of, the, higheſt 
Character ; this hath been permitted to be. proceeded. upon as 
ſuch, many had been ponvicted on them, exegution hath: fol- 
- lowed, and no one hat ever doubted ęither the law or the, juſ- 
tice ofi theſe determinations. >; la dy 45 ns 
-- Gentlemen, but as fox conſtructive overt-afts.of compaſſing 
ofß the King's death, where the indictment lays the overt- act, the 
cCompaſſing the King's death, the ſtep taken muſt be ſuch a 
deed deliberately done as muſt ſatisfy deliberately the J ury, that 
there was an intention of depoſing or putting the King in ſuch 
- circumſtances, according to the ordinary courſe of mankind, fo 
$41 that his life would be in danger. % HD It rhe TE 
Gentlemen, I before ſtated to you ſor another purpoſe en 
e . i | s, 


8 a 


CA 7 
dets which ate a0 of. compaſſin the 4 death. I will 
555 repeat them to Jau, ge 7 great au 5 Mr. Juſtice 


er, Us 1 1 ob into any nn ates hon to 
ONE an 


the e ot all 1 Pn various 1 — 0 Lachende, th chat 
7 . into the power. .of the cönſpirators, becauſe the ee 


tidus kind, $ poiſon, afallination, Kc. but the law e 
it to ee" 1 Sy. and deliberately done or attempted, 


wheres "His We Ta, m 15 We, 1 into 


1 


is Tal An e has not grown weaker 2 n 5 
. ook 75 n | queen 7 he yibadais: 7: 3 
| Ort ale alfo ays this, that, .. che dpfigu af t 
| eonfipirnorht Is not TEN 5 8 Sippel 8e, death of the King, 
but ſomething "that in al probability will induce: its this ib * 
Oberk. act of e We le the King 4 og on E 

The inftance he gives 9 this, I nen eee — 
K fon hand, or by fe 5 or v eee for chat 
ende 1 is is 4 overt- act. vf tx treaſ In,, 1827 51 710 8433. 3 ig * 8 
What is the reaſon he p Wes as the an effect; thavgh, not in 
tertns; as cha t given by 1 ofter, who ene it is in effect to deſpoil 
Biff o his kingly 5 42 I experience gives to ſee, that 
the realon given by Hale and F er are che ſame, although the 
ert are differetit. e is the — leap vo -* 5 


LESS 4 
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wer eps, ir is 2dhering to "the King enemies. 5 5 501 3X 


to 2 crit ith you that no man wie 4 it to 705 more 
Mong 


C il 


* than I wiſh todo that we have all as great an intereſt, 
in — conſtruction of this law as any man can have, that 1 | 
may at once repel from myſelf, the ſuppoſition, that I mean to 
extend the law of treaſon in the charge that I have now broug ht 
before u, one kingle iota beyond what I: conceive to be . 
eſtabliſhed law. in this country, 2s the hw i is.that ſays | the pro- 
perty you one TO | eee —w_ Zive to e Job. pleaſe / 
to · morrow. 5 
Gentlemen; che indzetment finding trcial p © 2s 4n offeth. | 
to be tried ſeparately, 1 infact joint ye © A in a 
particular act nik I Will ſtate to you by-anc -by, has charged 
them generally with Wee ang © the King's death ; it has. << 
proceeded: to charge them wit meeting among themſelves to 
cauſe and procute 2 Convention of divers of his Majeſty's. 
ſubjects to be held within the kingdom, and 1 it not only ſt ates - 
that the Convention was to be held within the Kingdom, but to 
be held with the intent and in order that the perſons to be aſſem- 
bled at ſuch Convention and Meeting ſhould conſpire, and agres 
to meet wickedly. and traiterouſly, without, and in.defiance.of | 
the authority, and againſt the will of the parliament of 99 
kingdom, in order to ſubwert and alter, and cauſe to be ſub. . 
verted and altered, the kgiſlative rule and government eſtabliſh-⸗ 
ed in it, and to depoſe the King! from "the royal Race, Hs 
power, and ment of this kingdom. ; 
It then charges them for having Publiſhed, Gere hooks, . 
| pamphlets, 3 es * bor addreſfed, and writings, 
u ing and containing inęitements, encoura ode dex-.. 
ran to perſuade the ſubjects of a N to. de 46 or, 
cauſe: to be-deputed;'and ſend perſons as delgates i in a 1 
tion, but ſuch a Convention and Meeting: tobe held Tor the. 
traiterous purpoſes before mentioned. | EA. 
The third overt- act charged i 80 this arge! is, that they. 
hat conſultation among tllemſel ves, 05 ben, an * bere, 
ſuch Convention ſhould be affembled Aa Ke Ket d, and by what. 
means the ſubjeQs of the als fi folic be . and Maved - 
to ſend perſons as; delegates to the Role = 3 
And it then chatges, that fl reffons. a1 content x 7 
agree that Mr: Joyce, and ſevetal © ' petſons,. named in che 
india ment, ſhould meer, confer; 404 £0-dpbrate ama amang theme | 
ſelves, aud together with divers other traitors, whoſe 3 names are 
to the Jurors unknown for und towards the Calling and alſem- 5 
bling ſuch Convention and Meeting. It chen charges the pre, 
viding! themlclves- With arms of Aten deſcriptions, for the 
purpoſe of arming divers eherne of the king for the Lame pur 
poſe 26 before mentioned. Wn 


A en it charges tbem with conſpiring 2nd 2gracing + 
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Sas 
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to depoſe the K 


Ax purpoſe, is treaſon. You will find that a-confpiracy to depoſe 
te King 4s,cxprefsly laid in this indiQtment, which will be 
” cleanly provedto you; and if a conſpiracy to depoſe the King 


| what can a conſpiracy be, tb ſubvert the whole 
_ inchuding in it the depoſition of the King; to ſubvert the mo- 


_ E Revolution, to effect à cohſpiracy, to dethrone King | 
Ham and reſtore King James, the conſpiracy- would not have; 


1 8% 1 


among nn in che kingdom, and their con: | 
ſpiracy is ſtated to be to ſubvert the legiflature, rule, and govern-. 


ment ofthis kingdom, and to depoſe the king. From the indĩdt- 
ment, therefore, du will have to form a concluſion, and if you | 
4 - ſhall not be lat r 
2 a means to effect that compaſling and imagination, yet you will 
- _ find, in the evidence that is to be laid 


even if 
pay no attention to that 1 you 22 find. fafficient — 


evidence. of a conſpirgey to depoſe the King. It then ſtates 


again, that they pobliſhel ſeveral books and other matters for 


that purpole z r 
ay abbr coy ole, 

Gentlemen, r 
and not ſtated it to you in my own words, | 
that a. 9 to depoſe the King, to impriſorr him, or to 
procure an invitation thereto, with ſteps taken to eſſect ſuch 


be an dert - act of high-treaſon, permit me then to v De, 


narchy of the cbuntr7? What can it be, but high-treaſon ? 
In'the objeck of ſuch 2 conſpiracy the whole of the ſtate is in- 


| cluded; in which the King is neceffarily involved, becauſe he 


neceſſarily a 3 of it; and it is already ſnewn, that * 
. — to depoſe him, is compaſſing . _ OS 
_ Gentlemen, read, as you are, in the hiſtory o our country, 
me leave to alk you, if meaſures had — taken, after 
Wil- 


_conflituted the claſs of high. treaſon, although not actually mean- 


ing the death of King William? The law ſays, you cannot mean | 
to dethrone a King our meaning to endanger his life. 
Gentlemen, if che project had been to depoſe the ſame King 


William, and meaſures Had been taken on it, not with a view 


to bring bark to the throne James che Secund, but merely to 


feed back King William to his former chariQer, the Prince of 


who will ſay that the [pulſe of h 


Grange, and not to reſtore King James, but to reſtore a Com- 


monwealth, to reſtore what they meant that are charged in 
1 this indictment. kf it was ſaid, that theſe people meant a full 


and fair repreſentation of the non lawyer be found 
t dn would WE n 


incurred... - 
The, Attorney General they ſtateit, We could not be wo 


: — powers in any ſtate; there — be two numbers, 


making 
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making and conſtituting a ſovereign power. If there had 
been à Convention, as was. intended, to compel the Legiſſa- 
ture to alter the law, either one or the other muſt” fall 3 
eit her the King and his Parliament muſt. be obedient to the 
meeting, or the meeting be obedient to the King and his 
Parliament. He thought they would find that the whole of 
the plan of the Convention Was to alter the whole form af 
the government of this country, and to eſtabliſh 2 ferm df 
government founded on the unalterable, and impreſeriptible 
rights of man, together, with Univerſal Suffrage, Annual 
Parliaments, e. The indiftment ſtated, that this Convent 
tion was meant to carry eyery. thing by force, and the fact was, 
that the application to Parliament was intended any as 2 co- 
_  lograble thing, and done with aview of having the applikation 
| rejected ; there was 2 certain uſe to he made of that cirgunm> 
+ fiance. Ta compel the King in the exerciſe of he higher 
E and moſt eſſentiaſ act of his function, ſurely was treaſon, if 
any thing could be ſo ; it. was encompaſſing his death, for his 
death was almoſt ſure. to follow his refuſal, 1 party oppo» 
fing him had the power; but; whecher they had the power or 
not, was a matter of no importange in the diſguſſion, for che 
intention eonſtituted the guilt after an gyert aft. wes proved to 
manifeſt that intention. „Ahe Jury 81 3 offiÞl reaſon. ut 
this way : Mhen the indictment ſtated, that + few indivi- 
duals had: formed an idea of depoſing a Monarch, reigning in 
the heats of 2 great majority of his ſubjecte what was ths 
_ evidence of the probability of fucecſs? The queſtion was not 
here, whether thein means were e their end, auc 
whether they had raaſon to think ſo, but what thein intention” 
was. If the Jury-ſhould, be, fatisfed. gs Prey Bag that end in 
view, and-attempted W it · into effect, then they muſt be 
found gnilty of Treaſen. He then thok notice of the progreſs 
of the: Ftench revolution and the cauſe: of it, in the courſe of 
Which he maintained that the different ſocieties of the king- 
dom were connected with affiliated ſocieties in France, and that 
the addreſſes, penned chiefly, he ald, by Me. Tocke, with 
whom the Prifoner,, Mr. Hardy, was connected, and adopted. 
by the different ſaaieties, had ſome affect in produging the 3 
decree of Fraternization in the French Convention, and by * }] 
which they: declared; war againſt. every ſtate that would not | 
adopt their principlegy.,and called on the ſubjects to rebel 
againſt their —1 ſovereigns, to depoſe and murder them as 
the! French had done their Monarch: He: then proceeded to 
read the dierent:papary of tha ſociety, and, maintained that” 
they proved from the vote of approbation of Mr. Paine 
Keights of Man, the ä and: above: all the: 


: "Addreſs 
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Addrxeſs to the Addreſſers, the publiſhing of which he con- 


-fidered to be High Treaſon of itſelf, but as others doubted it, 
the book was only treated as a libel. * He then went through 
the whole hiſtory of the London Correſponding Society, the 
Society for Conſtitutional Information; the Sheffield, Man- 
_ "cheſter, and other Societies mentioned in the Reports of both 
Houſes of Parliament, by the Committees of Secrecy. He 
read almoſt all the papers of. theſe ſocieties, and maintained that 
from the tenor of them, the intention of the members who 
compoſed and publiſhed. them was nothing leſs than what the 
indictment imputed to them, that of altering the government 


of the country, and to encompaſs the death of the King. 
I The Attorney General then proceeded to the hiſtory of the 
Scotch Convention. What he firſt. remarked were the in- 
fſtructions given by their ſocieties to their reſpective delegates. 
By theſe inſtructiens they were directed to contend for the 
val Parliaments and univerſal ſuffrage, and 


adoption of ann 


df on the ſame principle of reſiſtance to the great majority 


of the nation, which had already diſcovered itſelf in their 

. © former proceedings. That principle of reſiſtance, it appeared 
from the ſubſequent conduct of the delegates, that they had 
5 carried even farther than the Were warranted by their in- 
ſtructions. But the reſponſibility of the perſons concerned 
in thoſe ſocieties, reſted not merely on the inſtructions which 

they had originally given, ſince they had afterwards, from 

_  gime. to time, communication with their delegates, in which 

| they highly approved of all their proceedings, and thus made 


them, as it were, their own acts, This was particularly the 


_ © taining Annual 


_ eaſe with reſpect to the priſoner at the bar, who, at different 
, times, wrote to the. e ſecretary of the London 
Correſponding Society. In confirmation of theſe remarks, he 
dead ſeveral letters from the ſocieties in England, addreſſed to 
the Convention at Edinburgb.— He then-proceeded to notice 
more particularly the circumſtances in which that Convention 


- 


met, and the manner in which they had conducted themſelves, 
Mr. Skirying ſent a circular letter to the ſocieties in England, 
Inviting them to ſend de IP After they had met, one of 
their firſt meaſures, was to ſtile themſelves the Britiſh Conven- 
tion of the Delegates of the People, for the purpoſe of ob- 
3 and Univerſal: Suffrage. Thus 
they were not content with ſtiling themſelves the delegates of 
their own ſocieties, but aſſumed to themſelves the title of the 
delegates of the people; thus concentering in themſelves the 
functions, and arrogating the authority of the repreſentatives 
al the nation. In the exerciſc of their newly uſurped autho-—- 
fie they propoſed an act of union, not between their own 


* 
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by Scotland. They immediately, in order to ſhew their temper, 
began with adopting French practices. They divided their 


ſocieties into ſections, the nation into departments; they had N 
their patriotic gifts, their committee of ſecrecy, &c. They 
came to a reſolution, that in caſe of a Convention Bill, ſimilar 


to what had paſſed in Ireland, being propoſed in this country, 
or of foreign troops being landed, or in the event of an inva- 
ſion, they ſhould immediately repair to the place that the 


Convention ſhould appoint; that the firſt. ſeven members 
ſhould declare the fitting permanent, and that twenty-one 
ſhould proceed to buſineſs. Thus they were not to wait till a 


Convention bill ſhould be paſſed, but to conſider even the 
circumſtance of Parliament proceeding to agitate ſuch a mea- 
ſure as a ſignal for open reſiſtance. And when they talked of | 
aſſembling in the event of an invaſion—coupling this reſolu- 
tion with their former expreſſions, of their deſire to co- ope- 
rate with the French in the cauſe of freedom, with hands, vi- 

olence, and troops; what interpretation could the Jury put 


upon their conduct? But there was another circumſtance on 


is head that required to be attended to, and which certainly 


appeared of a nature extremely ſuſpicious. They mentioned 


that there were ſome of their reſolutions, which in the cir- 


cumſtances of the time it might not be ſafe or prudent to 
publiſnh. Accordingly, in the letter which they ſent to Mr. 


Hardy, giving him an account of their tranſactions, no men- 


tion was made of that part of their reſolution to aſſemble in 
the event of any invaſion; this was a circumſtance which the 


certainly might be apt to ſuppoſe that they could not ſafely”. 
publiſh. :- The violent and illegal proceedings of the Conven- 


tion at Edinburgh, at laſt called for the interference of the 
magiſtrates ; and the members on that occafion had certainly 
been treated with a much'leſs: degree of ſeverity, than in his 
opinion had been ſully warranted by their conduct. Their 


diſperfion did not, however, induce the ſociety to lay aſide 
their object. They were ſenſible, that if they were deſirous 
to carry their views, it was neceſſary that they ſhould' again 
undertake the ſame work at the ſame hazard. Accordingly ' 
they began to concert the means of aſſembling a Convention 


in this country. But firſt, in order to put in a more ſtrong 


light what their views were, he would read ſome of their own 


letters. He then read two letters of Margarot to Hardy, in * 8 


which he ſtates, that the cauſe is in great forwardneſs in Scot- 


reſpective ſorietics, but between the two nations, England an 


* 
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land, that nothing but ſufficient ſupplies of money are wanting, ; 


in order to-avow their views with ſucceſs, and that a ver) 
ſhort-tims indeed will be ſufficient to put things in ſuch a train 


\ 
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28 will completely exclude the poſſibility of a failure. In ano- 


/ _  Fhe Attorney General called the attention of the Jury to 
' _ another circumſtance, of Sinclair having come to town, from 
_ Scotland, juſt at the time, when it was ſtated in their letters, 
that there were ſome things which might be improper to com- 
mit to paper, and who, of conſequence, might be inferred to 
hae been ſent for the purpoſe of communicating this ſecret 
intelligence. He then read a letter of Hardy, in which he men- 
tions a report of ory ſail of French ſhips having been ſeen at 
ea with a number of tranſports; and infers from the circum- 
Rance, the probability of an intended deſcent: he concludes 
the letter, with an exhortation to freſh ardour and perſever- 
.ance in the cauſe of freedom. How comes it, ſaid the Attor- 
- ney General, that this mention of a French deſcent is ſo 
cloſely followed by an exhortation of this nature? Is it to be 
inferred that the two ideas were connected in the mind of the 
Writer, and that the proſpect of a French deſcent gave them 
_ additional ſpirits, and taught them to look to a more | 
accompliſhment of their views? Having brought forward 12 
mau written documents, he would only ſtate to the Fury, 
 _ that they wovld find in the evidence which would be given, a 
_ fuſſgient confirmation of all that he had read; and from that 
 _ evidehce, would be able {till more fully to form their os n 
I .. judgment upon the whole of the facts. At the commence- 
ment of 1794, the views of theſe focieties began ſtill more to 


- 


© develope themſelves, and to aſſume an airof greater boldneſs. He 
then went into a long recital of the proceedings at the dinner 
_.__at the Globe Tavern, and of the meeting at Chalk Farm. He 
_-. adyerted to the circumitanee of Margarot having written a: 
letter to Hardy, in Which he tells him that ſome ſtrong reſolu- 
tions were wanted, This deſideratum was quickly ſupplied; 
 _ the dinner at the Globe Tavern produced ſame Rrong teſolu- 
_  - _ - tions-.[indeed!! In theſe reſolutions they treat the government 
- of the country as plundeters, enemies, and oppreſſors, to 
wham it would be in vain to apply, and from whom they have 
no redreſs.to expect. Indeed the reaſoning upon the paper is 
ſo entire, its expreſſions of hoſtility to the Conſtitution are ſo 
. . decided, that it is impoſſible for any ingenuity to ſurmount its 
Contents. Of this paper they ordered 100, ooo copies to be 
printed and diſtributed, The toaſts Which they adopted upon 
this occaſion breathe the ſame ſpirit with the reſolutions to 
which they are attached. Among others he enumerated the 
ſentiment of Succeſs to the Arms of Freedom, againſt 
whomleerer directed.“ The application af this * 
3 5 NV __  _oonious 
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obvious with reſpect to bis Majeſty. Their previous declara- 
tion to the French „ that if ever the Elector of Hanover 


ſhould forget that he was King of England, they would know 
what conduct to purſue,” was not to be forgotten on this oc- | 
caſion. At this. dinner alſo they expreſſed their approbation 


of a character who had ſo far ſatisfied the juſtice of his coun- 


try, as he had already ſuffered the puniſhment inflited for his 
offence againſt it—he alluded to Mr. Froſt, whoſe health was 
drunk, and drunk, no doubt, from an approbation of the ſen- 
timents he had expreſſed, . No King, no parliament; Liber 
ty, Equality.” He then read the letter from Martin, who 


_ . was chairman, giving an account of what had paſſed at this 
dinner. It was in vain: that they continually affected to make 


uſe of the phraſes Legal and Conſtitutional, while the things 


Which they did, as well as the manner in which they were 
done, were clearly illegal and unconſtitutional. In all the 
tranſactions of theſe ſocieties which he had occaſion to men- 
tion, it would afterwards appear from the evidence, that the 


pPriſoner at the bar had been the moſt zealous and active. 


Gentlemen of the Jury, continued he, if I ſucceed in 
proving this—that means have been taken by one * 
concert another, in order to ſuperſede the functions of the 

Fgillature, even though I ſhould ſtop, I have proved here 
enough for my purpoſe. In ſuch a caſe the King is bound to 
proſecute by the oath which he takes at his coronation; by 


the duty which he owes to his ſubjects; by his regard to the 


ſtability of his on throne. In fact, the queſtion is neither 


more nor leſs than whether he ſhall himſelf continue to reign, - 


as the exiſtence of his power is eſſentially involved in a, con- 


ſpiracy, which ſtrikes at the very root of the conſtitution, and 
threatens equally extermination to all its branches. The meet- 


ing at Chalk Farm was evidently only a ſtep preparatory to the 


aſſembling the propoſed Convention. It was intended to ſound 


 _ _ - the temper. of. the people, and aſcertain how far they were 


prepared to enter, cordially into the views of theſe ſocieties. 


It is of extreme importance to attend to the meaſures that 
preceded this meeting, and the circumſtances with which it 
Was accompanied. They carry with them an air of concert 
and preparation, which could only be the effect of delibera- 
tion and time. On the ſame day, meetings in the open air 


took place at Leeds, Wakefield, Newcaſtle upon Tyne, &c. 


The priſoner ſent a circular letter for the purpoſe of calling 
together theſe Conventions. In this letter he aſſumes a tone 5 
of greater baldneſs. than before he had been accuſtomed to em- 


The critical moment, he affirms, is at laſt arrived; 


: : fotmerly they had agreed to meet only on the eve of paſſing a 


Convention Bill, but now that moment is anticipated. 


He 


* 
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ne ite that theſe is 8 *cential fituation in view for the 
purpoſe of holding-the general Convention, but he forbears to 
- mention the ſpot till he has conſulted the Societies. Was this 
then a Convention of the People, or was it a Convention in 
= which the particular object to be ſtudied, was the conveni- 
egnee of thoſe Societies ? Thus it is, that while they hold them- 
ſelyes out as for the People, we find them always acting from 
themſelves. He recommerids to them to adopt an example of 
ſttzße Correſponding Society, in appointing a Secret Committee 
80 conſult upon all matters relating 10 this Convention. 
FT Fhere. remained only one other point, and on that he would | 
but lightly touch, as it would be better eſtabliſhed by par- 
- -- - ticular proof—he. meant whatever related to the ſubjet 
of actual military preparations that had been made by theſe _ 
Societies. And it was ſurely rather a fingular fact, that in 
different parts of the Kingdom, London, Sheffield and Edin- 
burgh, there ſhould have been found arms of a peculiar con- 
ſtruction, and which of late years had been heard of only in 
France. It ſeemed probable that in conſequence of the diſ- 
pethon of the Britiſh Convention, 'perceiving they could no 
longer truſt to the effects of naked numbers, they deemed it 
neceflary to have recourſe to arms. There were ſome cir- 
cumſtandes from which indeed the charge received a high de- 
greg of probability. Could a ſuppoſition of this kind be too 
harſh, when there appeared: on the ſecret records of the Co- 
reſponding Society, a reſolution” for guillotining George's 
| Head in a baſket ?—thus-ſhewing a diſpoſition to ſtrike at the 
| facred perſon of Majeſty. Mr. Thelwall, after the 1 
at Chalk-Farm, took up a pot of porter, and cutting off the 
froth with a Enife, ſaid, “ Thus would I ſerve all Kings.” 
Mr. Yorke Rated, „ That he was going to Belgium in order 
to bring to this-country the true Defenders of Liberty.” We 
| find, indeed, the — at Sheffield purſuing the ſame objects 
by the ſame means as' the Correſponding Society, with an ex- 
actneſs which cannot but appear to be the effect of concert. 1 
We find the moſt actire members of both Societies 1 5 - 
and ſupetintending the fabrication of Pikes. We find the 80- 
ciety at Lambeth practiſing military exerciſe, and ordering a 
= repreſenting the different poſitions and manceuvres, to 
de actually engraved for their own uſe. The Priſoner at the 
Bar gave ditections for guns and pikes to be made for theſe 
Societies, and previouſly ſtipulated that the perſon who was 
employed to make them, ſhould become a member of the 8o- 
cicty. I wiſhed only to give this general idea of the ſubject, - 


becauſe i it is of chat nature which 28 * much better 9 Its 
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t.tated by particular proof. But if you, Gentlemen, find per- 
ſions of a lower order talking of feizing auguſt perſonages, if 
you find them talking in a ſtile of the moſt contemptuous 
' rudeneſs of the characters of reſpectable Members of the Le- 
gillature, and of having.the means of watching and controul- 
EY 555 their motions, you muſt then draw your inferences 1 
yourſelves. With reſpect to the witneſſes, whom I ſhall 
. Have occafion to call, ſome of them are perſons who were 
Members of theſe Societies; others, I muſt confeſs, were em- 
ployed by overnment for the purpofe of mingling with Mem- 
bers of thoſe Societies, and watching over their operations. 
Indeed I ſhould have conſidered it as an inſtance of neglect 
equally dangerous and criminal on the part of government, if 
- knowing that there exiſted fuch Societies who were actuated 
with ſuch deſigns, they had not taken ſome means of precau. 
tion in order to defeat their miſchievous intentions. It is te 
great province of a Britiſh: Jury to ſift out the truth by every 3 
poſſible means of inveſtigation; to diſmiſs all preſudice - but 
at the ſame time to be on their guard againſt impoſition.” Im 
this point of view the character of the witneſs is certainly of 
ſome importance with reſpect to the credit to be given to hies 
teſtimony ; you will of courſe liſten with ſome degree of ſuſ . 
picion to the evidence of the perſons employed for the purpoſe: ES 
of diſcovering the deſigns of theſe Societies; and in propor- 
tion as you find it corroborated, by ſimilar evidence from thoſe 
whoſe character affords no ſuch ground for diſtruſt or pre- 
poſſeſſion, you will be able to appreciate the weight which it 4 
ought, to have in_influencing your decifion,: There is one cir= | 
cumſtance which I forgot to mention, that previous to the 
ſteps taken to prevent the deſigns of thaſe Societies from be- 
ing productive of further miſchief, and bringing to trial their 
moſt active Members, in order the better to promote their 
| views, they were engaged in forming for themſelves a new - 
; Conſtitution, * Of the neceffity to preſerve the reſpect due to 
public juſtice, _ I need not remind you; miſerable indeed. 
wWotuld be the ſituation of the country, if that reſpect were 
either weakened or loſt. If you ſhall find that the fact charg- 
ed againſt the priſoner, and ſubſtantiated by evidence, amount 
to the crime. of High Treaſon, you will then, no doubt, by © © 
Four verdict, diſcharge what you owe to your-country, your 
poſterity, and yourſelves. but. if, after the caſe being uy A 
ſtated, and attempted to be proved, you ſhall. be inclined 
to form a contrary judgment, I have diſcharged my duty, and _ 
have only to join in the prayer, “ God ſend the priſoner a 
ted ) 
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* FFI Genera] had concluded his * an 
intermithon of reſt took place for about twenty minutes, dur- 


e period the. Þrfoner was accommodated with ſome 


ment. i 
At half paſt ſeven o "clock the Court was reſomed; and the 


Wicenee commenced; Thomas McLean, John Gurnell, and 
Jamey 19 70 King's 's 2 1 he be as of hi facts of 
rehen e. priſoner, ; a cizure .0 apers, 
which wang fan bed. mY * 45 
Nr. Law, for the Crown, Proc eded to examine evidence. ä 
Thomas McLean, a King 8 meſſenger. . g 
ALD Did Jon at any mg | ſeize We p 7 papers) from the pücner 2 5 
Tess on the. 12th of ſeized” ſeveral books 
4 papers at the houle of E's Thomas INS in Took's- 


VV 2 G 
11 the letter 8 ry ene 711 he Bae 4 tY tis? hs 1 85 I 2 
one of the* papers blen tine. Sg 
e Grant,—Q. Do you. know the prifoner Ad 
20a Bats e ou ever. een bim write? N Sine 25 I $4647 
2 T have. r 
. Is it the prifncr's Rand- writing? 
85 1 19 Wear to it. WW SOREN 
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_ again fay, I cannot Thar 60 f eg 
; < 'Q. Ton alk, do o believe i it to be 462 25 : 


.A.1 chi it. 8 
= . Shelton <1 the letter.” March 225 * 2 a T: 5 
| Hardy., Secretary, directed to Nr. Thomas 2 
tg the Conſtitutional Society. It conveys the ſtrong We 
tigns entered into by the Correſpondi Society, and has this 
pa in the letter; c The moment "now arrived whether 
we thall' abandon our cauſe, or purſue our purpoſe of a 1. | 
dieal Reform, by immediately aſſembling a Convention.” 
ohn Gurnell, a King s meſſenger, proved, that he went to 
the houſe of the priſoner on the 12th of May, 17. 4, in con» 
{quence of a warrant which he received at the Secretary of 
State s office, and ſeized ſeveral papers which he found there 
in 3 back room. The witneſs marked all the b 


Papers read. 
r, Grant caled.— 2. Do you. believe that paper te be 


N "90 Priſoner's Writing? 
A. L cannot 25 ſo, but 1 believe it,—That wil do. 


The paper thi pu nd ed. OY OL 1 
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Mr. Maclean produced” unether paper, dated April e, 
179% a letter 66 Citizen Adiinis, approving of the Reſoliition © 2 
t6 abembie 4 Convention, and appointing Citizens Thelwall, 4 
Lovett, and two others, tofmeet the Convention in behalf 66 
EE y ð Oe. 
Another paper was next ſworn to, with a plan of a Reform, 4 
of Univerſal Suffrage, and Atinual Election. This paper ftateg ' 7 
that a great majority of the people ate not repreſented. The 4 
majority of the Commons are choſen by about 14,080 vot- 
ets; Peri inighai, Shefficld, Leeds, Halifax, and other latge 
| towns, have no Mewbers. It alſo contains the foundation ß 
the Society, which was called. the Correſponding 'Sdtietys —=- 7 


with the forms of admiſſion, Sg. and that they were to pay 
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one penny per week. 1 | 
_ - William Woodfall was called, but did not anſwer. ' ' 7 
Mr. Erſkine obſerved, that it was intpofſible to take all the 7 
contents of the papers down as the clerk read them, and . 1 
therefore ofopeled tat there might be copies, that they mighe 
have acceſs to them. This propobition was acceded to. - 
Edward Lauzun, an extra meffenger.—On the 12th of 
May 2 he ſeized ſome papers; the firſt mewn to him was 
yt 1 Proggn e en 
Grant ſwore that he believed it to be Hardy's writing. Ir 
was dated Auguſt 20, 1792, directed to Mr. Buchanan, at 
Edinburgh; and contains the reſolotions of the Correſponding 
Society to effect a Parliamentary Reform. The priſoner,” in 
that letter, endeavours to promote a union between the ſocie= 
ties A threefold. cord is not eably broken.” 
A fecorid paper, dated September 4, 1592, is 4 letter to the 
ſeecretary of the Mancheſter ſociety, containing thanks for 
| that ſociety's letter, and _inclofing twelve copies of an addreſs 
to the people of England. The letter and addreſs recom- 
mended a reform in very ſtrong teme. 
Auguſt 13, 1792. A letter to Richard Cartwright, chair- 
man to the Conſtitutional fotiety, containing a copy of the ad- 
dreſs to the people, to perſuade. them to a parliamentary re- 
for. | This jetter js Ggned NMauriee Margarot, chairman, and 
Thomas Hardy, fecreraty, © 
The addreſs was now read, and the refotutton$, alf of them 
ſetting forth the inequality and corruptien of the preſent ſtute 
of reprefentation ; the addreſs contains a minute deſcription 
of the Boroughs, which, with very few eleftors, viz. fore 
three,” Four, five, and fix electors, return ru members each, 
whilit large and populous towns ſend no members; ſtates a 
long liſt of evils and grievances which the nation. was obliged 
do ſuffer on that account. The opinions of Mr. "WM ho | 
RE 1 | EE uke 
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Duke of Richmond, &c. Se, are quoted it That the nation 
Would never. regain its ancient | conſtitutional rights, until a 
fair and equal repreſentation. in parliament was effected. Al- 
fo a very long catalogue of evils and enormities which are 
ſtated to flow like a torrent upon the people through that cor- 
rupted-ſource. It is dated London, Auguſt 26, 1792. This 


2 


piece took half an hour in the reading. 


N 


A fourth paper was produced, Which Mr. Grant did not 
believe to be the writing of the priſoner; but it being found 

In the Prifoner's own poſſeſſion,” with the others which were 
teac the Court admitted it in evidence. This was a letter 

_ containing two copies of Paine's Rights of Man, together 

wich copies of the foregoing addreſſes, directed to Stockton. 
The next} paper was a letter of thanks from that town, 
directed to 1 priſoner, in which they ſay that they need 
All their affiſtance. Mr. Lauzun found it in the priſoner's 
CC renAi ECRN 
8 Bk next head of evidence was an addreſs to the French 

Nation, written by Mr. Horne Locke. 


Mr. Willam Woodfall, examined by Mr. Wood, proved 
-the hand Writing; and Maclean proved that he found it in 
MI. Hardy's cuſtody. It was a letter to Mr. Adams, figned 
_ . by Mr. Hardy, dated October 11, 1792, and incloſed in it 
an addreſs to the French National Aſſembly, which was in the 
Band- writing of Mr. Tooke. The anfwer of Mr. Adams fol- 
_ towed, acknowledging the receipt of the addreſs. This was 
„ nl 006 Toons coltody bythe Metoger, 
2 uzun. . * ALS . A r K Woe , * a 
. The next docum 
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ment was a letter to Mr. Thomas Walker, 
; Chairman of the Mancheſter Conſtitutional Society, and in- 
*clokng another copy of the intended Addreſs to the French 
National Afembly.. oo 5 


0 7 


Another lett 


T, dated October 17, 1792, acknowledging 


_ the receipt of a'letter from Norwich, and incloſing in return 


another copy of an addreſs to the French. _ w 
ober 18, 1792,” a fimilar letter to the Society at Derby. 
ober 18, 1792, 2 fimilar letter, with an addreſs—A let- 
ter, dated November 11, 1792, from Mr. Baxter, Chairman 
do the Norwich Society, to the Priſoner, and containing a de- 
_ fire that three of their members might be incorporated with 
; _ "the Correſponding Society, in order to further the views of 
tte Society; and defiring to know whether it was their deſign 
."& zo rout 7 Ariftocracy by the roots, and place Democracy in 
its room? or whether to follow tlie plan of the Duke of 
_ Richmond? _ Ski TY 
_  - . "© November'26, 1792, contains an anſwer from the Priſoner 
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' to Mr. Baxter; but in which he cautiouſly avoided anfwering 
that queſtion, but ſtrongly recommends a reform, &c. upon 
legal and conſtitutional. principles; and ſtates to the Society 
the great acquiſition of ſtrength which the Society was daily 
% 
An addreſs was then read from à Society in the country to 
the London Correſponding Society, in which, they thanked 
the latter for their kind advice in recommending it to them to 
preſerve order and obedience to the laws. — Another paper. 
Was an agreement, in conjunction with other Societies, to 
preſent an addreſs to the National Conyention of France. It 
faid, that it was gongenial to the heart of a Briton to wiſh ſuc- 
gels to the cauſe of Freedom, and expreſſed great abhorrence 
td the Duke of Prue Wicks Mantelto, which, it is ſaid, aimed 
106 only at the liberties of France, but of the whole, World. 
Two more letters were read; one written in February, 1793. 
from the Friends. of ib People, in . one from the 
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Correſponding Society 3, and the other an anſwer to that again, 
2 Mr . Grant, the printer, was again called 


prove that a certain paper, in the form of 2 poſting bill, Was 


2 


printed by him, Ile faid, he had been made a member of 


the London Correſponding Society in the beginning of the 
> © d . | 2 > all the FX qy yy OY # . . 
year 1728, the firſt; divilion of which then met in Exeter- 
- ſtreet, at a public houſe, the maſter of which. was a member. 
He then ſaw Mr. Margaror, Mr. Hardy, Mr. Richter, &c. 
He had attended the iben but ſeldom,- In November of 
the ſame year he was applied to by Mr, Richter to 77 the 
poſting bill in queſtion, which he accordingly did, to the 
number of 509 copies, which were given to..one. Carter, a 
bill-ſticker, who he heard was apprehended for ſticking them 
up. This paper was an addreſs from the London Correſpond- 
ing Society to all the other Spcjeties in Great Britain, alſoci- 
ated for the purpoſe. of obtaining a reform. It denied the 1 
charges of Republicaniſm and Levelling, applied to it by Mr. — 9 
Reeves's, aſſociation: it denied that they had any other gbiect 
in view than that of obtaining a reform in Parliament, They 
Wanted to deſtroy no property but what had been raiſed on 
%%% ͤ . lll! 


* * 
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Several other papers were read, conſiſting of correſpon- | 
. dence between the above Society and ſeveral others in Sheſ» © 3 
field, Norwich, Edinburgh, & c. ſome relative to petitior- 4 
ing Parliament for a Reform, and others complaining f 


grievances. f | DS 3 

About half paſt eleven o'clock, Mr. Erſkine, as counſel for 
Mr. Hardy, expreſſed a wiſh to know whether it was the inn 
tention of the Court to Fee ſitting or to adjourn, He did 
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not — it poſſible for human nature to be able 1 to hold 
3 without reſt or intermiſſion until that immenſe volume of 
evidence ſhould be gone through. For bis own part, he had 

n objection to fit t e length of time; but he confidered 5 


the fitüation of their ips and the Jury, whoſe you” Was 
more arduous and important than his. 

' + The Chief Juſtice faid, there was a pofitive rule in law chat 
no adjournment could take plaee during à trial, ieularly a 
criminal one; aud from that rule he would! Not epart, unleſs 

ſome extreme neceffity occurred which muſt juſtify ſuch a de- 
Nation; that neceffity, he thought, did then exif inaſmuch 


- us it would be impoſſible to keep: tlie attention of the Jury 
Alive, ſhould the trial be continued withoyt intermiſſion. '' For 


| = reaſon, he was inclined to enter into the confideration of 


queſtion, how far the adjournment, in the preſent inſtance, Y 


might be juſtified. An adjournment onee 55 ace in 


c a tiſdemeanor, r. the e feparatedy but that was - 


different from the preſent, for there was no recedent, 


except one mentioned in the year ar-book (if it could be called a ; 
precedent), being a cafe in Which the Jury were ſeparated, 


5 and the Court obliged to adjourn by'1 means 37 à terrible ſtorm. 


The queſtion, however, never was decided. Notwichſtand- 


ing, if counſel then made an application on the ground of its 


\ 


being” neceflary to the prifoncy; aud if the proſecutor con- 5 


ſented, he ſhould have ng objection to 


_- Jury could de kept together. His Lordſhip did ot then ſee 
2 * that could: be dene. Before his coming into Court, he 
had made ſome enquiry on that ſubject, foreſceing the neceſ- 


ſity there would-be to deviate from the ſtrict rules of law. 


S 


eB 50 fe 2h toenft blend 7 
eiae made ſome obſeryations on the delicate tation 
in which he ood. He thought it would be perfectly fafe to 


- permit the gentlemen of the Jury to go to their own houſes; | 
- for he $758, way not the leaſt 4055 but that gentlemen of 
their character would ftrily adhere to their word of honour 3 


and the ne he was ſure,” weld allen 10 ſuch a mea - 


ſute. 


The Chief Juſtice obſerved; that it was Tg ebe, | 


- bbs _ requeſt of of my N that i thovld be made i * * 
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bro rovided the 


| The Sheriffs faid, that thie fury could either be accommodated | 
in the houſe! where they then fat, or in their own houſes; af- 
hy having given their words of honour nor to have any com- 
munis seen with any perſon- Whatever ſhould be done in 
ibe priſent neee, he, with all his . 08 would take his ſhare 


** 
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The Chief Baron thought an adjournment. muſt — 
take place, if juſtice could not be done without ſuch a devia- 
tion 3 ſome regard ſhould be had to the priſoner. The Court 


had heard the charge of the Attorney General when it was 


freſh to receive it. His defence ought to be heard inn ſimilar 
ſituation. Yet this deviation ſhould be made as little as poſſi- 


ble; and he thought it better that f 626 of the Jury 
oy ſhould not go to their own houſes, ; 


One of the Jury ſtood up, and nd; he was an invalid, and 
would rather go home. . 
The Chief Juſtice told the Jury they could be accommodated: 
where they were, They ſaid they wthed to go home 
Mr. Baron Hotham Was 4 95 their going to their own . 


houſes, 
Mr. J oſtice Buller ſaid chere was an Alderman thew on 905 | 


Bench, who' once knew an- inſtance of a Jury going hom. 


This Alderman, whoſe name we carne OP amd N diene | 
declared that to be the caſe... ib. 
Mr. Juſtice Buller aſked. the Sheriff 98 there were any 


| accommetations there for the Jury? Who replied, that beds 


and mattraſſes had been prorided,. as 0 8 as —_ other Polls 


ble accommodation. 


The Chief Juſtice then ſaid, that as it was viſible to. all 


mankind that the ſtrict rule of law could not be adhered to, 


the Court had only to deſire the Sheriffs to give what accom< 
dations they could, to requeſt the Jury to ſubmit to thoſe difi- 
culties which- were unavoidable; and as they might require 


ſomething more than ordinary refreſhments, their attendance b 


would not be required until eight o'clock next morning. 

Mr. Exſkine informed the Court, that he had not been able 
to procure from the Privy Council copies of the ſeveral papers 
which were to be read in evidence againſt Mr. Hardy. He 
expected to know what was containod in that huge maſs: and 


it was impoſſible for, that to take place during the reading of 
them in Court. He ſhould, therefore, when he came to the 


priſoner's defence, beg a little time of the Court. He men- 


tioned the eircumſtance then, that the Court might not be 


thought to have à ſudden application made to it. He bad not, 
however, any the remoteſt. intention of Nn on the 
time of the Court. 

The Lord Chief Baton thought the penejul; rule W 4. 
paration was very wifely adopted. The Jury, in that caſe, 
gave their, verdict with a full and undiſturbed impreſſion of the 
evidence. When however this rule ſuperinduced a failure of 
juſtice, an exception became neceſſary. But in his opinion, 
the aſs tice ſhould be no greater yu the neceſſity requized, 
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that accommodation would remedy the . and depart 
eneral rule. 


Sham coincided with the Lord Chief Karon, and 5 


* N * 8 . 


"Baron 


= 8 the caſe. novel, and pregnant with very 5 con- 


1 * 


— 


fequerices, gnlels the rule was departed from with th he greateſt 5 

caution. 5 
{oe Buller aſked. the Sheriff LY he could, accommodate all 
- he Sheriff anſwered ut Lei, either wich beds. or Wait. 


rh Lord Pickdent 3 with the ie aud 4 


f Thy! had e prepared as. the ns LIND: 
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The his mer ve eight. 8 morning, 8 Me. 
1 to enamine the witneſſes for the Crown. . 
e. produced ſigned: T. Hardy, and addreſſed to 
« Skirvang, Edinburgh, which Grant proved to beahe dend 


pn — of Hardy; The purport; of this letter was to return 
| 4 2 for to copies of Mr. Muir's trial ; to aſſure Skirving 


t the ſociety looked on Muir and Palmer as Martyrs to tho | 


chule of liberty, and to-expreſs: their warmeſt hopes that the 
appreſſors of mankind might be aſhamed or afraid of carrying 


thei revengeſul malice into execution, It is alſa declared, that 


4 2 Tos. had. yo doubt the ſociety would, with pleaſure; era. 


wWvitation:of; ſending a deputation.to the Convention 
he nent document produced, was a letter of Odd. 22, 
1 793, gned by Skirving, Secretary ts the Scotch Convention, 


- mentioning their meeting, and their full determination to 
15 prdeure Annual: Parliaments; and Univerſal Suffrage, with 


their reſolution reſpecting the delegates. This paper was 
proved to be found among Hardy's papers, by Maclean. Mr. 
Brant proved. A n e eee on the back of it was 
Hatdy's writing. ö 

The next paper was an anſeen. to the former; kened be” 
— Hardy, declaring the nomination: of * and Gerald, as 
| | . 
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3 tg MOTT 
|. delegates.from the Correſponding Society. This document. 
Scott declared was one, among others,” ſigned at Skirving's, 
which he ſaw taken out of a ſealed bag, at the Sheriff's office . 
in Edinburgh, while Skirving was preſent. The writing was, 
proved by „ oo on = 455 5A 
__ "The article of inſtruction from the Conſtitutional Society 
to Gerald and Margarot, as their delegates to the Convention, 
were next identified. _ They were as follows :—11t, That they 3 
ſhould on no account depart from the original object and prin- 
ciples of the ſociety, viz; Annual Parliaments, and Univerſal ©» 
Suffrage, % praceable, and lawful ' methods.” zd. That they © 
mould ſupport the opinion, that repreſentatives of the peopls © 
. ſhould be paid. 15 That the election of ſheriffs ſhould be b | 
the people. '4th. That Jurors ſhould be choſen by lot. 5th. and 
that Jurdrs ſhould be inſtructed. 6th, They were to maintain 
the liberty of the preſs. 7th. and the right of reſiſtance againſt 
any att of parliament contrary to the liberty of the people. 
th. That the ſociety conſider all party names as contrary to 
the general happiness. 8 
Another letter was produced, ſigned by Hodgſon and Hardy, 
dated Nox. 1, 1793, addreſſed to Margarot and Gerald, expreſſing 
their approbation of the number and zeal of the friends of 
liberty in the no rt. 55 
Three other letters were read from Hardy to Margarot and 
Gerald, bearing date Nov. 15, 22, and 29, 1793, of ſimilar 


import with the farmer... +: 
. Gurnell, one of the King's meſſengers; was brought for. 
ward as an evidence of the ſeiaure of ſome: papers at Hardy s; | 
the firſt) of which was à letter from Gerald and Margarot, in 
— Edinburgh, flated Dec. 2; 1793, ſtating the line of eondu 
7 the Convention meant to purſue, in oppoſition to adminiſtra. 
tion, if the Habeas Corpus act were ſuſpended, foreign troops 
landed, a Convention bill paſſed, ck. 
Then followed the correſpondence between Mr. Hardy, as 
. ſecretary to the Correſponding Society, and Mr. Gerald and 
Mr. Margarot, two of the delegates: at the Convention in 
Edinburgh; moſt of theſe papers were printed alſo in he 
appendix to the report of the commirtee of ſecrecy ; they | 
VUueoere produced by a uitneſs of the name of Gurnell. Theſe 
papers being all read by the officer of the Court, Mr, Bower 
aid, „ My Lords, we now propoſe, on the part of de 
Crown, to read the proceedings of the Convention itſelf. “ 
Mr. Erſkine I am not very anxious, 1 confeſs, to ſhut 
_ . out any of the evidence which the learned gentlemen for tlie 
Crown have yet offered for the conſideration of the Jur. 
As the caſe ſtands at preſent, I am entitled to fay, that al. 
though this Society has been formed, the object of it's for- 


. 


: 


EE. . : 
mation has not yet been heard of by evidence, ſo as to entitle 
the Crown to call upon the Jury to put upon it any conſtruc- 
tion that would make it our duty. to explain, They appoint 
two delegates for the Convention, and the character of that 
©  VConvention is not the thing complained of on this record. 
This record did not complain of that Convention, it only im- 
pPuted puilt to the defendant now at the Bar, for being one of 
thoſe who aſſembled to concert meaſures for calling afterwards 
+ _ atiother Convention of the pevplec” We have evidence that 
thoſe two Gentlemen were delepates to the Brſt Convention, 
and that they had inftruivns given to chem; theſe ibſtruc- 
tions inſtructed" theſe delegates, as the Court has heard, to 
purfue cloſely the rule and inſtitutivns of thoſe by.whoim they 
Were appointed the, rules auc inſtitutions of this Society, 
and which have already. 4 long time been wade public. I 
therefore it ſhould turn out in the courfe of this proceeding, 
that the'delepates ordered to act under the rules and inſtitutions: 
of this fociety, did! what tnany honeſt men may do, and what 
many honeſt men have done, in the mometit of heat and irri- 
_ tation, ſay ſomething that in their cooler ementz they could 
not approve—=if Mr.Margarot had ſaid or done any thing ofthis 
| kind, and went beyond the letter and the ſpirit of his inftrue- - 
tions, I maintain that you cannot by ſuch an att affect the pti- - 
ſaner at the bar, of which, however, there is. no evidence; 
nor can chere in this way be any evidence fairly brought 
againſt him, for it is not the thing complained of. in the re- 
cord. Tour Lordfhips will give me leave to call this point to 
your receflection: the defendant now at your bar, is charged 
- - with no act of the Convention of Edinburgh. He is charged 
Wich that f Which T' cannot think him guilty ;-if I thought 
bim o, as 1 am his ebunſel, 1 wuſt bare gone through my 
60) cet b in dec h ig bin; but I ſhould then have 
dane it in à manner very different, from that which I ſhall 
adopt for his defence. He is charged with having encompal-- 
Jed the death of the King, whole life is dear to us all; to 
wor that he had that wicked intention, the evidence ſhould 
be clear, and refer to the act itſelf, but no act can be given in 
' . evidence; that Yots not & to ſhew that the; priſoner had that 
wicked eticompathing in his own breaſt at the time the act wa 
committed. If they ean new that any inſtructions were given 
to the two men who attended this Convention, and that evic ' 
dience demonſtrated a wicked intention, which was manifeſted 
afterwards, on the patt of the priſoner, in the way which 
ttnzis india ment imputes to him, or any thing that approached _ 
fowards-it ; then the counſel for the Crown will be right. 
My Lord, I do not make this objectis . 
5 | — 0 
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of is Is 8 e e +1: have no | defire 
ace Captious e W e we h r given 
proofs that we have ng-wiſh for ſuc practice. My friend, 
Bir. . Gibbs, and myſelf, have fat hers Glent enough, w 

many of theſe papers haye been read in evidence. 130 not 
mean to give to the Court any unnecęſſarꝝ trouble; all that : # 
wiſh is that * of. this ſort ſhould paſs, ſo that Jul rules 
of evidence may be done away. As to that which is now 
propoſed, I do not. know what. it is, yer probably 1 am 
waſting my own breath upon nothing,. for that the thing itſelf 
conveys no intelligence; but I ſpeak "from another motive,” 1 


ſpeak in defence of the rules of evidence in a Court of Juſtice. 


/ I am now engaged in defending the life of Mr. Hardy only; 9 
: but 1 ought to conlider that if. the rules of. law and Juſtice: PL 


broken in upon, L may ſoon have to defend my on life. 1 
muſt take care that the rules of evidence are preſerved invio- 


late - All that] mean to fay i is, that if Mr. Hardy knew of the 
proceedings of this convention in Ediahurghs then my oh= 
jection falls to the ground in this reſpect. 

The Lord Preſident agreed, - that the evidence propoſed. 


conid mot de addpced immediately againſt the priſoner- He 


obſerved, hqweyer, that it might be let in: but that the ap- 
plication of it was another thing. At all events, the: priſoner 
might afterwards objec that the delegates had exceeded their 
commiſſion, and 1 objeion would be valid ſo far. | 
My, Bower. Tes, my. Lord, we mean to .ſhew, in many 
. inſtances, the priſoner's ſubſequent approbation. of the pro- 
ceedinge of the Britin Convention. 
- The Lord Preſident. That declaration is enough 0 let in 
_ the evidence; the application of it. will depend on what will 
further appear. If the deputies exceeded the limits of their 

miſſion, it will be matter for obſervation to the Jury 
The Solicitor General, , The deputies muſt gh regarded, I 
apprehend, as agents to the priſoner ; and if he did not diſ- 
claim their conduct when he became rained with it, he af 
courſe becomes a party. 
Mr, Templar, Clerk of the Rules in the King's Bench, now 
ed to read the Minutes of the Britiſh Convention aftor 


Ir. Scott had proved the ſeizure of them 
Mx. Gibbs, I beg your Lordſhip's pardon, but we have not 
yet found the place in our copy to follow the reading. 

The Lord: Preſident. You need not apologize; we ſhall . 
think no delay miſplaced by which you — enabled to 
wal the * complete defence for the priſoner that his caſe 
| ad mi _ 
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: of the 6th Nove 
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be Proceeith of he General Committer ut din 
25 7793, were then read through: — 


The firſt Sitting of the Conventien at * ; of the it 


| November, 1793, was alſo read through. 


* 


KRead alſo 5 Reſolutions of the Samen, entered. into 
on the 28th Noyechber, 1793. = - gs 
Letter dated 8th December, 17935 at Edinburgh. 

Letter dated rgth December, 17937 at Faun, Ct 
'Maprice Margarot to Thomas Hardy; read. 

Mr. Garrow, for the proſecution, then called James] Der. 

| eg, who being ſworn, faid he was a printer 

ed io print the paper now preſented to Rim . — that 

; that; happened on the 20th of February aſt. 'Thelwall 
3 : (him the copy or manuſcript, from wich he printed 

There was alſo another perſon along With omg ng but 
does not: know, who he 5 tt was not Hardy. * 
Here Mr. Erſkine, on the part of the priſoner, obſected to 

; the further proceeding in this part of the evidence, 26 it "ap- 
2 peared; that Hardy was net concerned in it. 

Vr. Garrow. contended for the proptiety- of the vridence. 
- He fajd that the conneQtion of Thelwalf with Hardy had been 
already fo fully proved, that this being an a8 of ThelwalFs, 
attached alſo upon Hardy ; ; beſides, 9 prifoner having paid” 
\ Tor the printing, Krengthened the application vf it to him. 

Mr. Erlkine nid, at no doubt, in indiQtmetits for con 
oy when one Perſon. is connected with another, the at 

We” © one, if it be to one and the fame purpoſe, even from one 

wand the ſame crime as that for which they are convicted, at- 


_ - raches-upon_the other ; but this, he: Sontended, was totally 


+ different, and therefore _iradmifſible; Thelwall pives papers fo 


7 obs printed; that naked fact could by no means criminate the 


iloner3 and as to his paying for them; that was not in proof, 
and could not be taken into confideration.” Suppoſe this paper | 
_. "contained crime, would the Court, He demanded, faſten it on 

de priſoner? In criminal baſes the Court would ut Weich 
1808 rules of evidence, 

The Lord Prefident ſaid; that be cioight Uh infifing on 
Lene ide, and objection on the . Were both premature. 
It muſt be firſt 4585 what per contains; before the 

Derete can, determine, or the Go TLRs, wh theadmiſ-. 
© of it as evidence, © 
Mp: Garrow faid that this was a aper of Wedswent to the | ' 
FPebple to riſe in furtherance of wa e — ang an 
* to _ it into effect. 


3 


Otol bs 
. The Lord president. In order to judge of it, it will be 


| to open t point of the. writing; ;.1 have caſt = 
eyes _ it, and aw. fometh ing applying to the . 1 


0 'G row then the paper, and ed the exa- 
e an . depoſed that he printed by Thel- 

l wal 5 order, 2000 copies of it. Did not print the whole that 
day; rinted 200 only; carried them to the Globe tavern; 

met Hardy on the ſtairs; Was 2 member of the Correſpond- 

ing Society; had been at ſome of their meetings; ſaw Hardy at, 


tham; knew he was 1 told Hardy that he had 8 ht 
the ee dy deſired him to take them -" 


| = not diſtribute. oy dah them back-accordingly, and 
returned to the 2 5 ern to dinner. On that day the Re- 


utions were queſtioned as to Beg: time of 15 
ry. a "Bid he ſaw, bee at one or two o clock, at four 
3 1 915 rear the copies to the Globe tavern, and came again 
to it about fax ak not preſent. when the Refoltitions were 
_ propoſed. Had J given to him on the 1 8th, and deli- 

* them on che de copy d no doubt about it. The dinners 
on thoſe occaſions were public; each man | paid for his ticket 
of / admittance... Be chexes there ways a Par; an, but 4 
. poſitiyely ſay who; Amagines that The $ the man, but 
is not ſure—the: priſoner Hard y 
 wardsſent to him for — of the copies to the Globe tavern,” 

and they were brought 0 the meeting: be himſelf ſax. only 

one there, which, was 55 ed round. There were three hun- 
dred people preſent. Stayed there 1 till about ten o'clock, Af- = 

_ terwards, in the {ame 18 he printed a thouſand more, in 

purſuance of the or 

many of them to big members. of the er often cane 
for more. Printed fix; thoufand more at other times; and. 

0 Hardy ordered him to, go on printing until deſired to 
op. - Thinks that it was in March. he wag deſired to Hep. by, 
Printed eight thouſand in all. Has not been paid for 
yet: no one promiſed to p ay for them: had no commu! = 

tion about the payment with Hardy, but put the printing. 

wn to the account of the ſociety, and made them his debto 
for them: on other occaſions printed for them, and = 
paid. —Knows John Martin a little:: cannot ſay whether h 

Was or was not a member of the Correſponding Society; was 
at the meeting held at the Globe tavern hen he went there. 
Here a paper containing the Addreſs and Reſolutions of act 

of 2 ORF with the Touts drank on Uſe ty. were 
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—— order given him by Thelwall; gave . 
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5 . We have ave Wen Thetwall ts be 4 x —— 
and af 1. e printing the works of 3 fo- 


A 1 5 in iter of 1 tid ob⸗ 
ect ot A ee of af rank, 120 the e order, is. 
evidence * N the | | | 
char of writhig fs 


ders, to prepare the minds '6f low and 
_ their ulanate veftruttion,” We 1 
an acc of theſe ſorigs, as 7% 
Mr. Eikine. If the H 
N have been Sten; 
had been ſung is not. 
che pela, Gut cigt”what He eh 1 8 
8 ranger; un6ornected with che fock 
"Me: Gibbs, We van Rave ns 150 mY N Gi kin tot 
evidence, bat the conſideratiom, that if it be frequently ad 
mitte d, there 18 ud Knowing Whete it may T OT 
The deferidant is charged, ist, Wich compaliing the King's 
death; 2d, th With endeayourin tq effect that 9 2 by means 
A eke the inforreCtion with that. 
ſeifted deſigti. All evidedce; ede, ult apply to one 
of theſe Points of the indi@taient the pie ent letter kes to 


neither. g | 
Mr. Oro, The whole objeftiora plic ts the etect and 

_ tendincy of the letter, which is applicable. l to the Jury. 

Nos, we' Toy: the letter being in fur of the general 

_ conſpiracy, all che Collateral Rae fot olye. M6 one con- 

certied, provided they e Ane ge into ſeparate and 9 55 ö 

oOſſences. 1 14 3 _ - ; 


The Lord Prefidenit.” 1 have Seit doubts on this point of 
evidence. Every part of 2 peneral confpiracy hond be ad- 
mittel ag 7 to Al; buit this is only a private — 8. 
and rr Thefwall, in my opinion, ſhould not 

_ befreceived againſt che prifonet. It is not ſimilar to à fact 


done by Thelwall; it only e wm by him like ©. 


TT 


While at Edinburgh as a Delegate to the Britiſh Convention. 
MI. Erſkine objeQted, as Martin was not included in the i in- 
dictment, ner any way known but as a member of the Bon- 
don Correſponding Society. If his letter were to affect the 


the numerous members might be produced in the ſame way, 35 


1 187 * | Kar - 

ns Leid Clief Baron and Barun Hotham were . las, 
ſudge Buller. I think this evidence is admiſſible. The | 
ment, in che preſent caſe, involves two diſtinct points, . ? - 
which, if kept ſeparate, the evidence will apply: iſt, The ex- 4 


i ſtence of a traiterous conſpiracy * 2d, How far. the priſoner i 3s. 


concerned in it. The firſt point ſhould de eſtabliſhed, and 


. then the ſecond enquired into. Suppole the caſe ſtood thus 


Thelwall had ſpoken words to the fame effect ; the evidenc e 
might have been reckived as eſtabliſhin the firſt int of the 
. of a conſpiracy. This was done in ] ameray and / 


' Parchalt's caſe; and recently-in Lord George Gordon's, evi- 


dence was received of what the mob faid, although his Lord- 
oy was not preſerit at the time. It ſhewed what defign was 


1 The orher point involving the priſonex muſt aſtet- 
wards be made out; but Thelwall's letter ax words make of . 


93 5 2 co 5 759 
Enn . are EE this fabjed, but i Cad; 1 
- yo evidence ſhould. be rejected. Both are parties 
to one plot, and it is very material ta hear what either lays 
conceraing it; for that ſhews e ant .d e. | 
efore or it” 8 adimiffion. „ ES ES oe d 1 1 
The Lord Chicf Baron, There certainly i ia great doubt — 9 
ſubject; but it does not appear to me that the letter meets | 
the definition of furthering the conſpiraeya, 1 therefore l 
for | rejecting the evidence. 1 4 
Baron, Hotham. It does not appear to e 
E. fmple den, wh ſhould, not be eee 


Ae Lord Prebdent.” I retain my 5 2 Wi | 
diſtinftion between word, and ant. The cry of a mob 


0G 3 


a fact. | r 
Three being rainf the exidence, and lande 3 
| hehe A 1 


- Mr. Garrow wiſhed to SOLE a. letter . ee 2 
member of the London Corteſponding Society to Morgutot, - 


defendant, he ſaw no e to evidence, as any letter of any of 


and he wiſhed to know if in that caſe he ſhould be allowed to = 
rebut the evidence by the fame kind; os VE of * * 
nocent or meritorious intention. 3 


8 
s 5 Ir. 
; 8 — 
4 * 
p * LT * 
\ . H N - * : 
1 


; Mr. om a e 5; 
infurre8tion in direct tems. | 
The Solicitor General Gl Bid, ws N ene to bin im f 
WI 


"A to have no weight, and not at all connected | the . 
which the court had decided. —That deciſian he Was bou 0 


duty to ſubmit to; but in contending for the admiffb ulity wo 
preſent evidence, he ſhould. t. be obliged to c 5 A what 
had fallen from the Bench. It appeared to him a clear Pierer 
tows that where a conſpiracy. was, 8 to exiſt, a conver- 
a part of the co 1ſpir: might be ite In ei F 
any .other,, of Snlpiratois, though he: might 


not —_— Irons Er at the..converſation. The Glen | 


deten che preſent gueſtion and that Which Bad been juff de- 


cited, was obvious, for for this was a letter from 2 perſon 
Ws Kain per 


with being in He 88980 to on age” 

ame P and therefore ought, po ery principle 
of evidence; to be read as à proof hs iktticis of the pr. 
tien and che objet of the onfpiraty Le 5 

In the ak of bord Strafford, much of the evident 
dhe general nature, ſuch as the converſation” e Ander- 


ton and two other conſpirators; at which Lord's rafford” was 


not preſent. | V 5 r * 
n dhe cafe of Lord Lovat, the he) d6Ariiic "MY 1 i Wow 
by the Solicitor General of that day, and the fame 2 


e eb 


r 


5 evidence admittad. In contending for the admiſſion of the 3 


evidence, he did not mean jk 2 poſitive” proof f the 4 


= anima with which Hardy : act ed 3 but merely as a e N oy” 


which to aſcertain. the general views © of the conſpirators, * 


Serjeant Adair was extremely anxious that this point ſhould 


be decided, not only from its importance in the preſent caſe, 
. e it 1 —5 ſerve as a rule for poſterity. — Tt was neceſ- 


: ly the grounds upon which the evidence” was | 
3 he did not. mean to contend, that the idle — 


tions of Martin was poſitive proof of guilt againſt Hardy; but 
as the letter offered to he read, was from one cofſpirator to 


another, ſtating a fact which had. occurred in [furtherance of | 


their plan, it certainly ought. to de read, as tending to ſhew 


Z che views af the parties. charge ag ainſt the priſoner was, 
that of conſpiring n f the King, wth an intent to depoſe 


dim and take away his life; but this plan was to be effected 

under the cloak +, a parliamentary reform. The latter, mi 

under circumſtances, be innocent; but among people 7:1 6h 
in this manner, there muſt of courſe have been uſed many equi- 


— 9 Which 1 would be JO to deve 7 xd 


. as 


£ * N 2 
7 1 


/ 


T 163 1 „„ 


I in tiene es" en ner es te ted Pte r 


itleilf, if would not prove perhaps any great degree of 
"guilt ant? the priſoner, but the principle . ſo 8 


88 that he felt anxious for: it bean cltabliftey by the 
admiffion of this evidente. 


Mr, Bearcroft ſaid, he would not apologize for troubling the 


Court upon ſo important a caſe; there were two things which 
15 would in the courſe of what he had to ſay, cautiouſſy avoid; 


e would not break in upon the determination which the Court 


lat ven, nor would he repeat one word vrhich had been 
E b his earned friends who had preceded him. He 2 
de might lay it down as 4 poſition clearly acknowledged 
the general rules of e upo res _ of 5 ſmaller 
"ma itude, were ma of 'Hi 'reaſon. 
e . 
ing been proyed, the declarations or acts of one of the conſpi- 
rators was Aways admitted us evidence againſt the others. "Te 
had already been proved, that i og artin, and the Pri- 


ſoner, a connected together in this plan, and the letter of 
one of them was admifnible againft the others," whether i it prov- 


ed much or little. E % 344 


Mr. Bearereſt, Mr. Power, and Mr. Lays made ſeveral oh- 


ſervitions on the admithibility of this letter. 
Mr. Erſkine ih reply declared, that it never was his 8 
to oppoſe the reading of any document relative to this buſineſs, 


t it was to prevent a dangerous precedent being eſtabliſhed. 


It was not a matter of flight importance. He ſtood there as 
counſel for the innocent man at the bar, for the Country, and 
= the. Conftitations and he would” ſuffer no precedent e 
7 N that was incompatible with their fafety ,. 
i Solicitor General ſmiled. % © 

The learned Counſel Obſerved, that e ſolemnity of the oc- 
br ought to inſpire emotions of a very different nature. 


* 


If be was, miſtaken in point of lav he das open to correction, 
but it Was not to him that he would apply for information en 


the ſubject. 


The Lord Preſident aid, a dn end l erden of time bad 


e taken up in the diſcuſion of this point. He id not throw 


any" Wie: any where, as the point certainly was of much im- 
A cee he did not think this evidence could 


= 


© > 


77 mit. 174 * 7 NW 


This letter with not proved to come to the ande of Marga ga 


rot, and therefore might merely have been written by Martin, 
and never ſent; / Suppoſe four perſons are accuſed of a conſpi- 
rey, and three of them * the nn that would 


not 


piring har 


77 


b be ditinguiſded from, 2 which the Court had "refuſed to/ ad- 


4 


„ becauſe e 5 5 all 1— 45 

Saif on proved. His Londſtyp therefore 

thoyp e ought not to be admitted. 
Ihe Lord Chief Baron thought there was a material diftine- | 

tion between the former caſe aud the preſent, for this was = 

-compleat act in one eee ; 


io * the reſt. „ 
41 otham — dov: opinion upon the former caſe; 
but = it very diſtinguiſhable fram the preſent, and there- = 
2 r- 3 —— robe 3 == 

| : 


: } © : , x 

p Pro 

to Mr. ot, 

0. 8 . 

« * fd 8 „ q 

. * 0 * 4 4 % 4 
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BH 7 the-BAfſto! Society for onſtitucional informa- 

WW 1 dated the 24th T. #794, ee 

Same circular letters, Ae gas of April. 

E , - -Aletterfrom'the Norwich Society ta the 8 

A leiter, purporting to be an anſwer to the” ft, the: 
8 priſonar or in his hand - writing · 

28 rn erg ain Apr 270," W ben de mige! 


10 1 Wan“ ES * 8 


deen the {Norwich Society, dated "29th Aoi, 


_ Toe - 
3 Bernd $oei dated th 
© <Fhe anſwer to che above, We F. H * en, 1 5 i} 
A letter from the Halifax Society, May 11. 1 LM | 
_ -- Avtletter dated Edinburgh, OR. 1793, addreſſed to the pri. 


e e e eee 3 
1 the Society for Conflitajanal ation, * 


dated 14th June; 790 . 
A letter from lardy- to che Societ: for Conſlitational Infor- 
mation. . Find. 15 
A letter Gon: a ſociety at Shcſiela, addrefled to the priſoner, 
bot found amongſt J. Thelwall's papers, was ee 
Mr. Erſkine contended, that this paper was Net | 
vines againſt Hardy. here was no proof that he had * 
ſeen the paper, nor that the Sheffield Society, fro! which 5 „ 
"= came, was that with Wien his 2 5 had been in t et | } 


correſponding. = 
Mr. Garrow ſaid, that AS Thelwall was a bert agent 


ele che ; and ou in conjunction with Hardy, the ad- 
/; 3 dreſs i 
. 13 | , 
3 Es 8 2 on 85 \ f 
. 5 


} 


. 
— prov that the ter [was acquai ated with. 


its contents. 
The Lord Preſident 0 Eyre ) agreed with the Counſel foe the 


xroſecution. He added, that the act of any one man engaged 
pr ſuch a | conſpiracy, was ſufficient to criminate choſe with 


hom he co- operated. 
e letter was then d It fated. che ee een 


numbers in deſpite of the ariſtocracy, by which they were 


ſurrounded, and their deternunation not to-abate in _ efforts 
until a reform. was accompliſhed. 

Daniel Adams, late ſecretary. to the Society 7 Ce. 
tional Information, was then ſworn. He identified the books 
of that ſociety, which were ſeized at his houſe. Theſe books, 
BY 1 4 1 2 to the ae * the weten 

on At Ir meetings. 1 iv was 
however uſed but ſeldom, as the minutes of woes 'were 


always read before they. proceeded. to buſineſs at the ſubſequent 


meeting. 
The minutes, of the el the Conſtitutional Society, 


meeting 
held at the Crown and Anchor on the 18th of A 1792, 


and the ſubſequ ne NH were then 2 - Theſe related to ade 2 
ciety; their thanks to Mr. Paine 1 his works, their ining 2 4 


bis ker ef a thouſand pounds from the proſits of the ſale of ths 
E of Man, to be 1 to ſuch purpoſes as the Society. 
u_ think proper. The 1 8. 8 ich they declined this 
offer that the princi urce 8 yment they ſaid 
muſt ariſe from 3 conſciouſneſs of . which his 
labouts had rendered to mankind; yet they not think it 
1 that EO ſho d be gegriyed, 57 the profit fairly reſulting 
ours. #32 Fc 
As mach BER was laid by the Counſel, for the, proſecution | 
on the ſanction and adoption 1 given to the works of Mr. 


= 


* . 
* Fa 
4 ws, 


15 we ſubjoin a liſt * the members preſent at W meet. "5 
my 
| 45 Rot, 9% 1728; Mr., H. Tote - 
Edwards T 5 1 
e „ Williams 0 Mx. Pa e ene wg. 
. 6 laxwell _.. »& 7.364 Mr, Hull: TEE SETS. \ 
= - "W SPS 15 wat 1 a Pierſon 4 475 4 E — 25 2 3 
M. G. Willi amm Ar. Conftable.,...,, + 3 
4 | | : 35 Buſhe, ſen. | B I 3 5 — \ Ke 
Mr. 'Tuffnell ED n 23 
Mr. En. e Lord . 
yp O + 60 


OO RES " * 8 = 1 * 
| a ; 3 ö 18 5 + t 14 
Perce, . A 5 
Wa : ? 8 aer 
Mr. Jennings Mr. Aller bo WS ge 
Nr. Chapman „ Mr. Aſpinhall _ ER It” 


Cap Perry 5 T i e 
* Gene Mr Lidkldar ow 
Mr. Rute 8 Mr. Sutton = | 
Mr. Goch e „ 1 He Res 
"I Mr. Joyce Mr. Walſh, &e. 5 * Jar 
Mr. Jordan, beckſeler, in Fleet- ſtreet, was then called; to to 
identify the Work of Mr. Thomas Paine, and to prove his hand, 
writing. M. Jordan had never feen Mr. Paine write. He had 
received feveral notes from him, but never, as far as he can 
recolle&, had a converſation with him afterwards on the ſubject 
of thoſe notes. He had publiſhed the works of Mr. Paine, but 
he eduld not ſwear that the rene to him was one of 
_ tis publication. $ | 


* 
: 7 + 


There eden ch eve} e 
"Was Fs e bones the Rights of Man at Mr. 


Jordan's by direction of Mr. White, the ſolicitor of the trea- 
TY 7 Chapraan, the printer of the book, was called, but 
12 The Lord Preſident ſaid, that as there was 
3 85 the written evidence app to a concla- 
ſion, the Jury may avail themſelves of tliis in to take ſome 
E The court adjourned at half paſt three o'clock 
an hour. 
*The court being refumed, Mr. Venn; the Haſh, war 5 
| called in, and proved his ſignature to a copy of the cheap edi- | 
tion of the Richts of Man, found in the priſoner's houſe. 
Aletter was then read from Mr. Paine to the people of France, 
dice dere 25, 1792; in this letter he returns them thanks for 
having elected him a French Ng and a member of the | 
' Convention,. and on having broken the line, which limited 
_ patriotiſm, like ve vegetation, to. the ſoil. - Theirs, he ſaid; was 
not the palt e of kings, but the great cauſe of mankind. | 
He ſhould therefore che a join their cauſe, and embrace 
their hazards, He congratulated himſelf on the ſhare? which 
© he had taken in the American Revolution, and the more as it”. 
K. ? . EYED that the Old World had been regenerated as it 
4 5 - were by the efforts of the New. He obſerves tfiat it is impoſ- 
= - * fible to conquer 2 nation determined to be free; but chat 
22 to make war only on ench other, had no 
25 7 2 reſdurces of an mag nation. latter were 
always 9 at one en woken * were . to be 
at * p 2 | 9 


ö 


t 


As, Chapman, bookſeller, of Fleet-Rrect, was. then called. 


He proved the-printing of the firſt part of the Rights of Man, 


and the ſecond part as far as page 128, by the direction of 


barks 


Mr. Paine. The copy on the table he believed to have been 


| printed by him. - This Mr. Garrow faid was ee for his 


poſe, and the chaſm in the evidence being thus ſupplied, he 
EireQed the following extracts to be read by the Clerk at the 


table. 


{As on theſe extracts, and the ſanction eine by the two ſo- 
Cieties in queſtion do the antimonarchical principles of Mr. 
Paine, the treaſonable charge of aiming to ſubvert the monar- 
hy of this country appears chiefly to RE ; We have felt it our 
5 though the taſk is accompanied by a con INS, 

erg to give them literally to our readers. 


Nienrs or Man, Paxr I. 


F 8. Can then Mr. Burke produce the Eigtith con- 
ſtitution ? If he cannot, we may fairly conclude, that though 
it has been ſo much talked about, no ſuch thing as a conſtitu- 
on exiſts, or ever did exiſt, and conſequently that the 61-4] 

have 1 Pa a. conſtitution: to form. 

Burke will not, a ume, deny the poſition I have 
t R ariſe either out of. 


the people or over the people. The Engliſh government is one 


of thoſe which aroſe out of a conqueſt, and not out of ſoci 


Was on the fame: erroneous principle. Tbe rights df reform 3 | 


P. would be by 4 e conventian elected for. * 
"IF 


XY Pl. Conqueſt and tyranny tranſplanted Fackel . 
; * * * 2 


and conſequently it aroſe over the people ; and though it 
been much mod/fed from the opportunity of Hoi 125 


2 time of William the Conqueror, the country has never yet 
erated itſelf, and is therefore without a conſtitution. 1 
age 85.1 A government on the principles on which 908 - 


Kull governments ariſing out of ſociety are e 


cannot have * right of ie, ug itſelf. If jt had, it would 5 
arbitrary. It 2 as make jtſelf what it pleaſe; and wherever 
ſuch a 1 1050 is ſet up,” it A e there is no conſtitution. The 
act by which the iſh parliament empowered itſelf to 
—— years, ſhews there is no conſtitutiom in England. * 


might, by the ſame ſelf authority, have ſat any greater number: 
| 8 or for life. The bill which the 1 Mr. Pitt 


brought into parliament ſome years ago, to reform parliament, 


in the nation in its original character, and the c 


8 Much is to be learned from the French Con. 
98 into * 


ſ 18 ]. 


25 is. » till diafgured with the marks. May then the 
example! of all France contribute to regenerate the ee 
1 a province of it deſtro : 

Page 152.— The two 2885 of Goternmenk Which pre- 
ail. in — world, are, firſt, Government by election and re- 
preſentation: 'Secondl Goyernment by hereditary ſucceſſion. 
The former is 8 known by the name of Republie; che 
5 by chat of Monarchy and Ariftocracy. 

c. Thoſe two diſtinct — oppolite forms ere themſelves on 
th two diſtinct and oppoſite baſes of Reaſon and Ignorance.— 
As the exerciſe of Government requires talents and abilities, 
and as tälents and. abilities cannot Have hereditary deſcent, it 
is evident that hereditary ſucceſſion requires a belief from man, 
to which his reaſon cannot ſubſcribe,” and which can only be 
eſtabliſhed upon his ignorance ; and the mare ignorant any 
countty is, the better it is fitted, for this ſpecies of Govern- 
_—_ 6] 

I 56.—50 From the Revolutions of America and France, 

I e ſymptoms that have appeared in other countries, it 1 
evident that the opinion of the world is changing with reſpect 
ee of government, and that revolutions are not within 

the compaſs of political 8 e The progreſs of time and 

ener which men n to the ,accompliſhment of 
great changes, is too Ee to meaſure the force of the 
— and the rapidity of reflection, by which revolutions are 
3 All che old governments have received à ſhock 

om thoſe that already appear, and which were once more im- 
probable, and are à greater ſubject of wonder, t than A x general | 
revalution in Europe would be now. | 
„When we 245 the. wretched condition of man under 

the monarchical and ereditary fyſtems of government, an 
85 „ AE 0n from. his home by one power, or driven by another, 

--:and'\umppoveriſhed by taxes more than by enemies, it becomes 
31 evident that thoſe ſyſtemis are bad, and chat a general revolu- 
tion in >ox & 2a ple and conftruttion of "Government is ne- 


is Government more. than the management of the 
affairs of a nation? It is not, and from its nature cannot be, 
the property of any particular man or family, but of the whole 
community, at [whoſe expence it is Tuppotted; and though 
by force or. contrivance it has been ufurped into an inheri- 
"oy the uſurpation cannot alter the right of things. Sove- 
4 V as a matter of right, appertains to the nation only, 

| 2 not to any individual; and a nation has at all times an in- 


5 8 er 3 = to aboliſh any form of een | 
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ie ande W and eſtabliſh ſuch as accords with its 
intereſt, diſpoſition, and happineſs. The romantic and bar 
barous diſtinction of men into Kings and ſubjects, though it 
ſuit the condition of courtiers, en that of citizens 
| = is exploded by the principle upon which Governments are 
now. founded. Every citizen is a member of the, ſovereighty, 
and, as ſuch, can acknowledge no petjon eren and 
his obedience can be only to the laws. : 
„When men think o 75 Government — ou muſt ne- 
ceſlari ſuppoſe it to poſſeſs a know 0 and 
wn u - which 7 1s de a this 
view of Goyernment,, the Republican ſyſtem, as eſtabliſhed by 
America and France, operates to embrace the whole of a na- 
tion; and the knowledge neceſſary to the intereſt of all the 
„is to be found in the center, which, the parts by repre- 
BR form: but the old Goyernments are on a co | 
tion that ee knowledge as well as happineſs; Govern- 
ment b Monks, who know nothing of the world beyond the 
walls ol a Conyent, is as conſiſtent as eee b 5 8 
What were formerly called Reyolutions, were little more 
hon. a change of perſons, or an alteration of local circumſtaness. 

hey roſe and fell like things of courſe, and had nothing in 
their exiſtence or their fate that could influence beyond the 
ſpot that produced them. But what we now ſee in the w 

om the Nee of America and France, are a renovation 
of the natural order of things, a f ſtem of principles as univer- 
fl as truth and the exiſtence of man, and combining moral 
with political happineſs ; and national proſperity.” 

Page 161,— As it is not difficult to perceiye, from the 
We dap ſtate of mankind, that hereditary Governments 
med verging to their decline, and that revolutions on the broad 

= national ſoverei Enty, and Government by repreſenta- 
1 0 are making their Way in Europe, it would be an act of 
_. wiſdom, to anticipate their approach, and produce reyolutions 

hy reaſon and accommoda tion, rather than res them to the 
112. of convulſions. 
& From what we now ſee, meſhing © of 7 in the political 

. ought to be held improbable. It is an age of revoldtions, 

which every ching may be looked for. The intrigue of 

zourts, by which the ſyſtem of war is kept up, may provoke. 
3 confederation of nations to aboliſh it: and a European Con- 
greſs, to patronize the progreſs of free Government, and pro- 
mote the civilization of nations with each other, is an event 
Jour in + of France than once were the revolutions and . 


ance and ae 


IT 2 Tor 
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e All bereditary government is in; its NPE 
wranny: An heritable crown, or an heritable throne, or by 
"what other fanciful name ſuch things may be called, have no 
_ ether fignificant explanation than that mankind are heritable 

property. To inherit a government, is to AnZerie the- poems; 
2 if they were flocks and herds.” 

Page 27.—* How irrational then is the er f yiſtew 
which eftabliſhes channels of power, in company with which. 
_ wiſdom refuſes to flow! By continuing this abſurdity, man is 
. mugs = Say pi aug himſelf; he accepts for a 

ing, or a chief magiſtrate, or a iſtator, a len whom! 
would not elect for : . re 5 H w 
age 47- J. This convention met at Philadelphia in May 
Fo which General Waſhington was elected preſident, - 
was not at that time connected with any of the ftate go- 
vernments, or with congreſs. He delivered up his commiſ- 
hon when the war ended, and ſinoe then wr wel * 
citizen. 
TT convention went deeply V into a the ſujet 
„ after a variety of debate and inveſti 
1 = 


IX among themſelves upon the ſeveral parts of a 


runs ha next eien Was, the n. * giving it UE 
Hum 

Fox this 3 they did net, like 2 e of eue 
ſend for a Duteh Stadtholder, or a German ws prom but the 
8 whole matter 0 the femſe dad interelt of 11 


ountry,. 
; "© Mey KArſt directed chat 1 Constitution be 48 
a ceondly, that each ſtate ſhould elect a conyention, ex, 
prefily for the purpoſe of taking it into conſideration, and of ra- 
rifying or rej ing it, and as foon as the approbation and ratifi- 
cation of uf nine ſtates ſhould be given, that thofe ſtates ſhould 
proceed to the election of their proportion of members to the 
new federal government; and that the operation of it Dod 
| then begin, and the former federal government ceaſe. 
Page 52.—* The hiftory of tha Zdwards and the Henries, 
and up to the commencement of the Stuarts, exhibits as many 
_ inftances of tyranny as could be acted within the limits to whi 
| the nation. has reſtricted it. The Stuarts endeavoured to — 
limits, and their fate is well known. In all thoſe inſtances 
| . a conſtitution, but o of reſtrictions * 
After Hou, defended from een 
' ſtock, and claiming from the. ſame origin, gained hoof 
and of the two evils, James and William, the nation re 


a e the leaſt, ts from Ba it wy 
| as 


2 1 111 J 
ne one. The act, called the Bill of Rights, comes here into 
view. What is it, but a bargain, which the parts of the go- 
vernment made with each other to divide powers, profits, and 
privileges? You ſhall have fo much, and F will have the reſt; 
and with reſpect to the nation, it is ſaid, for your ſhares you ſhall. 
have the right of LOO: This being the bill of rights, is 
more properly a. bill of wrongs and of inſult. As to what is. 
called the Convention Parliament, it was a thing that made it- 
ſelf, and then made the authority by which it ated. A few 
perſons got together, and called themſelves by that name. 


Several of them had never been elected, and none of chem 


for the purpoſe. _. 1 30100 
4 From the time of William, a ſpecies of government aroſe, 


jſſuing out of this coalition bill 6 ; and more fo, ſince 


' 
the corruption introduced at the Hanover ſucceſſion, by the 
| 3 Walpole; that can be deſeribed by no other name 
than a deſpotic legiſlatio n. . 
„ Though the parts may embarraſs each other, the whole 
has no bounds; and the en right it acknowledges out of it- 


ſelf, is the right of petitioning. Where then is the conſtitu- 


tion either that gives or that reſtrains power? 


It is not becauſe a part of the government is elective, that 


makes it leſs a deſpotiſm, if the perſons fo elected, poſſeſs after- 


wards,” as 2 parliament, unlimited powers. Election, in this 
caſe,” becomes ſeparated from repreſentation, and the candidates 


are candidates for defpotiſm. 


« F cannot believe that any nation, reaſoning on its own 
rights, would have thought of calling thoſe things a conſtitu- 
tion, if the cry of conſtitution had not been ſet up by the go- 


verninent.” 


Page 63.—* With'reſpe& to the two houſes, of which he 


Englith Parliament is compoſed, they appear to be effeCually 


influenced into one, and, as a legiflature to have no temper df 
its own. The Minifter, whoever he at any time may 8 


touches it as with an opium wand, and it fleeps obedience. 


But if we look at the diſtinct abilities of the two houfes, 
the difference will appear fo great, as to ſhew'the inconſiſtency 
ol placing power: where there can be no certainty of the judg- 

ment to uſe it. Wretched as the ſtate of Lk? ed is in 


E 
. of | 
the people ſcarcely inquire at any time what it is doing. It ap- 


pears alſo to be moſt under influence, and the furtheſt removed 


from the general intereſt of the nation. In the debate on en- 


gaging in the Ruſſian and Turkiſh war, the majority in ke 


houſe of Peers in favour of it was upwards of ninety, when in 


— 


1 it is manhood compared with whit is called the houſe 
-ords ; and ſo little is this nick- named houſe regarded, that 


* 


' 
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the. other* houſe, which is more, than double its number, che 
majority was ſixty- three. 
"I e 65.— But i6 whatever manner the ſeparate parts of a 
Sanſtitution may be arranged, there is one general principle that 
Uiſtinguiſhes freedom from flavery, which Is, that all hereditary 
"government over a people is to them a r ſpreies of” Aavery, and ropre- 
H government is freedom 7 0 2 
Page Ty Ons — Havin thus glanced at a 
8 Ae t two ouſes of Parti jament, I proceed to what is cen 
Crown, upon which I ſhall be very conciſe. 
"© Ir fiphifies a nominal office of'a million ſterling ling «year, the | 
bufineſs of Which cbnfiſts in teceiving the money. ether 
the . be wiſe or fooliſh, ſanè or inſane, a «4% or u fo- 
matters not: Eve y Miniſtry acts upon the fame idea 
Cem Burke writes, nanfely, chat the people muſt be hovd- 
winked, and held in ſuper itious ignorance by ſome bugbear or 
other; and y Hat is called the SR anſwers this purpoſe;' and 
Werefote it atiſwers all the purpoſes! to be expected from bo 
IS is 8 than can The fad, of 9 two — 
| e 101,— hypocrify, and i on of 
vernm — LH e dam to be too well underſtood to go- 
miſe them any long career. The farce of monarchy and axiſto- 
cracy, im all couftfies, is following that of chiyalry, and Mr. 


oy bi drefling for che funeral. Let it then paſs quietly to 


the tomb of all other follies; and the mourners be eomforted. 
The time is not very diſtant when England will laugh at 
' - Tffor ſending t6 Holland, Hauover, Zell, or Brunſwick, r 
men, at the experice'bf a Win a year, who underſtand neithet 
Ber laws, her language} for her intereſt; and whioſe'ca pacities 
Foros ſcarcely hay tted them for the office of a hots. 
© If governme could be truſted to ſueh hands, it muſſ be 
e eaſy and fimple ching indeed and materials fit for ll the 
Pur ſes may be found in every town and village in * 
he Preface and Dedication of the ſecond” art to ie Mar- 
quis de la Fayette Were ao rend. 
A minute of che roceeding of the Conſtitutional Society, 
dated Sept. 28; Was next read.” It contained the thanks of the 
Society to Je Barlow; Eſq. for lis panphlet, entitled « Ad- , 
| yice to the National Convention? 2. « 
Mr. „ e e of 8. Paul's Church-yard, Avas 
called to prove the publication of this work. Of this Pages. 
about 5 or 600 had been fold. He was aſked how many of Mr. 
_ Paine's book had been circulated ? Mr. Johnſon admitted that 
| he had ſold the Rights of Man, but it was before it had been 
declared by the verdict of a Jury to be a libel. He appealed to 


*the Court, when <a on this ſubject, and the * ion was 
Over- 


p — Bbe.<e., 


| 2 1 rance and republican pr 


H 113 1 
* He admitted! in reply to a more generdl-q 


from Mr. Garrow, that the fale of Mr; Paine $ book has bee | 


conſiderable. : --: .. 
On being aſked whether be had fold any of Paine > 15 0 

ir Dundas, he replied in the bees He had forwarded 
in a parcel to the co ney, but lie could not ſay em why 


2 they had been ieceiv 


Fbe Clerk.then-proceeded'to read ſeveral Extracts from Mr. 


2 Barlow's pamphlet; addreſſed to the . National Convention, on 
the defects of the Canſtitution of 1791. 5 


4A variety of other Letters of Correſpondence and Ts 
IIS in evidence. .. Among them was a m. 
mY written by Joel Bario ww. 
. Johnſon. was called, who proved that about one thouſind- 
of theſe pamphlets were Printed IT ee that i it Moe” 
went three editions I's E470 TY 
Of this pamphlet ſeveral paſſages.were read; which p TPO 
to de an anſwer to Mr. Burke. In one of che paſſages, Kings 
were repreſented to 3 to a popular and free govern- 


ment. Others contained a Ne on the Revolution 
ins Thi his pamphlet was found | 


128 
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poſſeſſion of the priſoner; :- 
. Johnſon alſo proved the 1 ee 
ended the Addreſs to the A 


2 found alſo in the priſan- 
| s poſſeſſion. EE 
A book ek Socks was Shea pro- 


: duced, from which a minute was read. By this minute it ap- 


peared, that an. Addreſs of C St, 45 to the Na-. 
tional Convention of France, Reuel b by Margarot, as Chair- 


mn, . and the priſoner as Secretary. 6 
Minutes of a mecting of the Sth of, Oktobery held at the: 
Green and Anchor ane of the: Conſtitutional SOGIEty, | 
were alſo read in — — 75 i 
At chis meeti. e rcd ved, that; the. ſecretary ſhould 
procure copies of ſeveral manifeſtoes that had iſſued. | 82 
The minutes of che proceedings at ſeveral other meetings. of 


| the Conſtitutional Sotiety were read. At ſome of theſe meet- 


ings it was reſalved, that the letters from the Sheffield and other 


| ſocieties be referred to the Committee of ge | 


An addreſa to the National Convention of France was alſo 


at one of „ meetings produced and approved of, and Paine's. 


2 ftrangly:recommended. : . | 
Dat this addreſs ſhould. be preſented, atthe bar ; 


of he wa agree he Convention, by Mr. Froſt and Mr. Barlow. 


rao xc. 


2 8 


| I AER Fetter 


t m1 


. Meters Fro rd Barlow Who! | 
the uildrefs'to the National Convention, was read. They faidy 
received the fraternal kiſs from the preſident, and that the 
addreſs was received with the greiteft pleaſtire and fatisfadtion. - 
Mr. Herkkifſel was called, to prove the correct tranſſation of 
1 3 | 
Soci t recommen people «© | 
— — arid to life thermſobves up againſt the fer- 
mio Conrtof St. James's, whoſe ififernal had made (6 
man r 3 
for cv parole over thent. - It conchndes b 
re ae This better aldreffed-the 
kene ociety by be e of “ Generous ] 

Another better from thi. fame French Societ 
tutidnal Boelety, aud which was found among 
| was alſo read. It contained 2 warm eulogium bn "= 
— in France; on the metnoruble 1th of Auguft 1992; 

ted royalty;/ and ſpoke in high terms of hberty-and 
9 — It 4ſv expreſfed a grateful ſenſaof i the intention of 
ebe uo the faoteld of the 
— French ums.“ 87D Pre $2 

A letter from Mr. Froſt was likewiſe revd; "dated ri 
| Hort ths pride to the Exerrtion of the Frech King) | 
an account of the proceedings in France. EY 
Mr. bes cy ont was then examined, to prove wh thduanſ= 


adiqus werey ch pens oh the t of A eee xa al- 


22, 


„ to the Conſti- 


the notorious eirvcumfizaces that "took Ar was. 
: n to prove the writing of Mr. 
m— t6's draft of 2 ane ere Prin i. 
of pfeſſclent of che National Converition. © 
In this letter, he ſays; you are in no-warit of friends in | 
land; * rer e ref oven, ore ee 
no doubt, in tim; aD to M 
A letter ſipned Pecion, direfted to Mr. Horne Tocke, was 
then read; It mentions thefe words, « You have the glorious 
——_— your Government,” It deſeribes 
the c of "liberty, in db and France, t6 de che fame. 
1 az, Ad wentions # un he 
R Horke Tooke, ts. Period, "ak A. 
in vyhich hb 1 Imeloſed 2000 tives, for the | 


promotion of theemuſe of li 
Ir proceedings, as ence: ibs the bouk'sf the: Conflitu- 
> * chen read. contained a great va- 


fiety 


; - £08 1 


of refolutions, g to manifeſt their difapprobation* of 
| . ment to the Revelution in Frangeg 
their 2 a parliamentary reform, and the cmnI 


5 equality all over the world. 
s Beuf, 3 Frenchman, was nent called, Ho fad, he 
| e ers, o 

Minett and Fector; from France. en. theſe was 
French Univerſal Gazette, or Mnitour. J* 

The Attorney General ſaid, he produced hes of. chets 
F rench papers, to prove, that they contained the ſpe 
of Citizens Barrere and $aint Andre, which had become thę 
aht ys a reſolution of the Conſtitutional goeiety. 

contained in theſe newſpapers were aral 
They cantained many ſtrong expreſſions againſt —＋ 4 
oo were. {tiled tyrants and deſpots. The people were 
ſcribed to be © the ſovereign; and a Convention was ſald 
be the only means by which the people could ems 
cipate themſelyes from the flavery of kingly government, wy. 
exerciſe their ſovereignty, ' + 
The minute of the meeting of the 196 of Fedor 190 
of the Conftitutional Society, was then read. It expre 
firm reſolution to perſevere in the cauſe in which th 


out, and to obtain, r 


in ſentati * th | 
2 An aldre from the Gale Poe 0 ("IR Th 


D. A as ſecre * utional. 
Society 11 8 e 


TEE Society had fubmitted to their co: tion- three 
propoſitions, namely ; * Whether to petition Parliament, ad- 


drefs the King, erhave.a general, Convention, for the 
of obtaining,a parliamentary reform "They wiſhed to re- 


fer the matter to. the ſuperior | ef the Conftitutional, 
| $ociety z but, they added, chal they mithd hp day on ee 
na Convention of the people 


The Conſtitutional Hooiety ferred the 9 of his 

4 e ao afterwards. Ante Mr. Wes el 

anſwer to i | 

Anecher proceeing of the Conftinuional ws reads 

in which they — to thank Mr. And Mr. 

Hamlten Rowan, for "their patriotic | pe gp and declar- 
ed chut their ſentences were, in their opinion, Unijuſt and Me. 


| e 
ibbs, was. ſo extr | 


that his learned coa djutor, Mr. G 
tigued phe rage oe oor pb 5 
93 defirable to _ Te OY IO 
2 


M 


- The Court fad 


- 2:6 Mhs, 57 8 190 


> ore the fa 7 


8 ing ds geren . hold a. gnfere 
- pond ing e 2 7 EI 


+ SY 


9 er er 
to It was ö 

7 Gn 3. d a harder duty. to perform than the ſoy 

e e en of th t bing fo great, 

8 octafionally abſent for a Whole day there 

8 twyo for the eiae neither of an. could be 

Vir, E Erſkine ſaid, that from the carly hour the-Court 

pa the morning, and the late period at which it ad- 


de at. night, be ſaw no day-light 4ill the buſineſs com: 


menced, 
The Chief Juſtice ſaid, that he ſhould certainly do eve 
in his power, to accom modate che priſaner's Ne 
His 1 ip admitted the bes of the remark made by Mr. 


Erſkine, reſpecting the ie iran ion, in paint of accom- 


2 on, 3 are 5 — r ihe Gibbs ar wang the . 
"oY he earned Judge thought Mr. Gibbs m1 t retire 
chat niz t, and ſtill the buſineſs go en. . 


8 9 e 728 chas 1 he eat chaos of evi- 
of TRY, — 1 12 he . 


ſecretary t 9 wb ol 
7 ao ba d to be 


F. 
11 
* 2 -;; PT 


:£10kys W / 


460 dbx hir 
| "The — 7 the ey y OE. ood ION 


p pf he Conſtitutional Society, . to ao the con- 
oa-between, the two, Been and e e a. 


1 22 *. 1 In 980 #3915 £48; 
Abit 7 18 
210 4 . 
; 4 . * 2 ; - 4 
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A reſolution. 


4:1 21 A reſolution OF; ; ti * 
Wh . ues full re reien 
of dhe people, was alſo read in evidence E . 
Fe Court. at half paſt ORR orie adj urned | 
F _—_ Re 


a de erh that X the 5 
thelaboyr f. t . from being at an end. 
Ty. ) ined coldneſs of the room ap pri- 
* ,PUTPO! 420d k Jt res. inpoidle for them to 
PRE GE 


=. „ 
a 1 e e cmmodating the 


r 119, ]: 


if twelve could be got there for them ; up 
ry it appeared that beds not be procured, - Hum» Hens, -- 
5 s Was then mentioned, and agreed to, and the Re were 
Bas er e in three coaches, attended by three bailiffs ſer- 
vant,” — were ſworn to attend them. 
Ide Court then adjourned to eleven o'clock. the t a 
on the requeſt of Mr.-Erſkine,. e LITE a for a PO UP 8 


nnn 30 
a 2 41 ; > 5 , 
wt > 1 1 
* i . 2 0 3 . 
RE 5 EY Af} 171 
7 iT FE #4 L 358 — 4 I a 1 1 1 i = 4 © 4 47 
7 27 th. " *\ v3 
7 3 82 * 7 14585 . 5 * 3 * *4 
s 3 A 2 bY Is 
N 5 0 wh 
rnb 5 ere z 4 4 


"The Court did not aſſemble this da a er See Olek. 5 
Mr. Gurnell-depoſed; that he foun 
1 on, dated April 30, which 1 05 the election of 
. Maurice 7 he bein vg appoioted delegate of the diviſion, 
"No. 7, Kir ndon Corrs ponding Society, for three en 
Janes Sheriff jn the ba 955 5 7860 55 1 Fe 

nother paper was alſo put in T ic oy pres worn 
to haye' hn poet in the poſſeſſion of my 
- oning the appointment of David Roland 25 à de oops hen 

the Blue Poſts, inthe Haymarket, Margarot Sex, and! Nel 
nee tw e paper Fed In 0 f 
2 urne wore to EN und-in $ 
f poſſeſſion, ftating that the ſixteenth diviſiqu of the Mr: Handy 
Teſponding Society had appointed John Baxter a delegato to che 
: _ Randing\ committee. — Cr Secretary. 

The next paper put in and feceiyed, found in Mr. Hardy's 
. Foe on mentioned that John Richter,» 5 appointed a'dele- 


te by the London Correſpai * 
aa diviſion of c the ſociety, at the Friend's Hand, Knightſ- 
bridge, This paper was alſo Fee to be found i in the hn 
. feto n by Mr, Laugun: 
he next paper put in and rent wild fognd. f in Mr. 

* honſe by Gurnell, dat en rang of May, 1792, which — 4 
tioned that he, Mr. Hard 5, Was S a delegate from the 
London Correſponding Society, to. a meeting 44 x 
© -Freet, Strand, for "vs purpoſe of formi 


f laws, for the of the 8 n fr Bas 
9 S, overnme * 
Wes nge Boyd. bs en 


21 Y % * n k 
xe. - ** B+ 1 ? a ay 7 2 * 
* N 5 93 3 
* ; P 4 i 
* 


. It was e 40 them to the 3 . = 


, to-eſtabliſha * | 


* 


* 


5 informing _ W. “ That it wan Wee paper 'worty o 


Eons the 


ne; 85 e 2 5 
ey General followed per 
— the priſoner . r it was 
ardy, and d diredted to Mr, 


pars 2 BG ay weets, W- it . A pa that 2 
1 the bee, extract a little from ck”! It pointed 2 
the. — ſtate of repreſentation, and kmented the man 
deprived of having voices for members to ſerve in . 
5 babar] t had been read in the ſociety; and excited univerſal 
are 5th evils in the repreſentation it ſtated to be of the 
| EROS kind, and conld not be made too public.” 
from | tie Conftitutional” Society, ar Sheffield; in 
WES Gong to Mr. Hardy, was fhewn Mr. urnell, which he 
faid he found among the Priſoner's papers. It was read. _ 
Mr. Lauzun depoſed having found a in the poſſeſſion 
of Mr. Hardy, entitled, „ The Report of the 3 of 
Conſtitution of the Lauten Correſpondin ES oi 
for the «de of. the--mcarters, "ind" folk” 1 


Be * books 9 Wer mes 19 
"homas Paine, and On at her houſe. She Few I 
Pine: her hufband was a beckſeller. Paine had lodged in het 
houſe, 3 the books was printed, her hu 

in England. She: ow the book: in-ſheets, Which were 
 drough th her houſe. + 2 hook was publiſhed during 
| Ce os from "Sts fad, that Pai 
whit ho tin Dre waz publiſtied, . t.f of 


x to che Addteſſers, and. was to have profits from the large book, 


af Nor, 1 c believed, from. the other. 

; ine aſked her, if the ad weer feed the books thewp 

4 wn DE the had not, bow could | Gn pron to ſay, that 
were not written and publiſhed b rſon elſe; and was 
net poſſible that "ng pe t have written a bor 
| = fame 3 and have eee £ Hume ſpit? 
EE phy og W "ute 5 


- * 5 15 — fy 
8 Py 5 f ; 92 _—_— 


„ 
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Mur. Beficine to the Courts F rrult, L that whens 
ever this ſociety, or that yn ny Logon wan 


looſer 1 5 allowed, than what is required in cafe of libel 
Mr. Attorney 5 * I . propſien 
to og er you _ I 2 


05 77 — 


* 
% 1 = * 


N. Glia Allien eee on cath.” vi = 


a e 
— PA > 0 
br e eee. e 


X e ee wet vn ory n Spin; 


ber 17 2. FR 
Q. Who was to bete the progs 
Wo Never heard frm my fe on tht ſubject luring wy W- 


Se. i 
A Whoſe WI; gis on thisbook?. (loving ® wth. 
witneſs) | 5 . 

A. Not mine, it is ny wes. TN BY 
 Q, Look at the matter N in the toms. 
mon. courſe. of your profeſſion, ever ſee N book, en- * 

_ titled, The Addreis to che Addrefſers? 
A. Never read any other book, under that title; Mona 
„„ Tarr is iet) 
A. I have, but not for ſane lime. Seen 
"ET the books — ty maya WIS: oft 
22 ſomething fert po 
1 S —— | 
OP... F ce & 21007" Be : TO 
Mr. Erſkine obſerved, phat the publication in quoſtior, was * 
entitled, “ The Addreſs ts the Addrefſers"”: Whathe withed 
tio nom wi How. id ceuld be admitted us evidence ih this 
cauſe. He was aware: chat the book entitled, 4 The Rights _ 
of Man,” could be admitted, beeauſe it Was proved in evidence 
on. a former occalion, by metnbers of to ſoeikties that came 
to teſdlutions to circulate it, chat Thoms Paine was the auther 
of the work; but. i. the preſent cls no evidence of that kino 
_ was before the oft. 
- The, Atorny-General, in” reply, ſil; cor it hd” been 


© 


3 r 


proved in evidence that green Paine was the author of the —»- 
art 3 of Man and of Letter addrefſed to 
Mr. It nm d that Thomas Paine was a member 
of e e ; and it was in evidence thut Clis 


Rickman was member ul Thus, age VO Bui: Ihem- 
bers 
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4 85 · 2 | 
e ne Seeg he ſubmitted, that the, witheſs night 
22 that Mr. Paine was the author of the Pamphlet i in que 


"The Lord Profident, « This is perfeAtly 2 diſtinct mats 


The Attorney-Genetal. Then 1 Gall not. trouble | 
wy Lord, to hear this paper read. 8 | 
Gurnell proved that he and © two papers in the pofft. 
* of the priſoner, | The one was dated Sheffield, April 
1794, ſigned « Richard Davidſon,” and addreſſed to <«< 
Hardy.” It began with theſe words: < The barefaced ariſ- 

of the preſent adminiſtration, Kc. The key was 
directed to the ecretary of the Norwich Societ 
« Richard Davidſon,” Theſe papers contained en. | 
vations. on the grievances of the le, and alluded to a be 
for Pikes. They both concluded with the adviee; that in caſe 
any anſwers, ſhould be 58 no Taue ſhould be directed to 
c Richa d Davidſon,” t addreſſed, to prevent the ſuſpieionß 
= Poſt-malter, to *Rabon Woody China-ſquate; Shet- 


2 Attorney-General now pr oled to prove, that 3 
perſon of the name of Rich Davidſon conneQd with S 
Ving Cammage was: thetefore called and faid, Mat he 
was a. membet of the- ſociety. for conſtitutional information. at 
Sheffield, of which he vas ſecretary, till the latter end of May, 
1793. Hs 9 letters, hut à committee managed the affairs 
8 poſed. of David Martin, John Holcroft, 
. and Matthew Campbel Brown. The 
was firſt phe ag e ee and. it fo con- 
: e-remained a member after he ceaſed. to be ſecretary.. 
They. ad. a delegate. to. the Scotch Convention, wha. was 
d n Ho Jorg elf t00 bop] to that bee and 8 


” & + he l 


= wo hrs 3 ee to a1 the . 
that the people of Sheffield meant to diſperſe. the ſociety. when- 
it met. n a pike made by one, Hill, 
Which was appro a Ther 8 of ane | 

18 had been ſhewn wn, whic id not approve of. 
| abe! had 3 three ** He knew Wid- 


deſon, 


2 
312 


„ 


al EN the fafety or honour of his Majeſty, or that the Scoteh 


pak. as mt and Gn 405 


geſon, and kad ſeen 1 5 the oP \ They 
Wer 775 buſineſs, and Tee the inftruments a, night, 
was always at private apartments. | 
He kecollected, that at the meeting on Caftle-hill neat r Shef: 
field, York ſtrongl y recommended in "Ris addreſs not to to peti- | 
tion Parliament for a. reform, in conſe uęnce f which, A re- 
ſolution was come to by the ſbeiety to that effect. Tork, 
that time, recommended an adꝗreſs ty the F and py: 
re gh hf over 2 drawn home ina carriage by the p 
e, t. 


met to 


#3; +» $ 


* 
v © 


lace. he wits! had never heard him talk of a C 
vention, but bad he 1 je of 15 Scotch ge 
tion af ning, as a reaſon,” thar e peo r np ared- 
1 it. hey ſhould firſt, he faid, 3 brow tit out an Ae 


to the People. The % letters to rapes fr the Norwich 
Society, "he, the. witneſs, had ſeen in Davi os pan, ho 


came R 1 ds td heffield. '* Robert” Moody 
qr 13 pike blades, 101 9 ET 1 05 


the witneſs was been EIFS, He- i — he model 

Cat, and" had beet told that it was: to uſe againſt cas | 
having three ſharp” blades by five or ſix 1 to ke 
them as they trod. Kn 16:11; SHOT 25" 

On being croſs! Saattined b. 1 Mr: 'Exfkitie ne fd, that a 
Parliamentary Refotin was his only object in belonging to the 
ſociety, of 'which he was' ſecretary from its firſt ination | 
1791, till May 1793. By that reform he meant a more equal re- 
preſentation of the people in the Houſe of Commons. He had 
no intention whatever againſt the King or Hopſe of Lords, 
and had no reaſon to think that the  {aciety had, Ide 
was ſought for without any Apecifie' plan to obfain it. Had he 
yy 4 8; idea” of force being uſed, he would not have'been 2 

or have Continue to. after that tan had: been iſco< 
1 had no Condeption that the lociety or its oects 


Convention meant to àſſume the poet of the King or Parlia. 
ment, but that they meant to petition by 5 N for a reform, 
thinking that it would be more effectual. th An the petition of 

a, fe-. He profeſſed Rimſelf EY to the "Engliſh Conſti- 


tution in its purity, and that he had no with to introduce the 
_ miſery, and deſolation. of France into this" 


7 wh ruin on our. 4 F Family. 


iety, of the 1 of the 
1 ro hem: i He confidered* 


pikes and cats he never wugtit dure I 


3 


A $ ae 
4 on g 11 7 x UP. W 4 


= * Zy the * of Rights, : he conceived, he had a 
e e nn 
Te A ey General, - Who, 010 ou ch t the. iu of 
Rip W you to have arms? BY. 755 Fi 

3 IN Nr. York. L never conceiyed that they were to ſupport 
= - copyeption 5 but that phe] oat for et ws; the 
1 8 C o's title more ſecure. e 


* 


; ; = For the apnels. : rot 


Did 3 you ever Was 447 1 bein ſed 2 36 
1 7 AP Yes ; at Newcaſtle many years 1 

3 * LL: Gay you expected to oppoſe the people * is 
e OD, therefore, were 4 arms n for ad 


letter mentions?” . 
IF viſon-might think ther neceſſary for a. bauen in 
= Londange dl as here. 
„ ent oni te oppale the oppoſite 


8 Tealluded 1 8 1 
+» E Were night-cats bo, g be ld uit te 0 opplit 
1 in that ſenſe town's people? 


1 1 know of none that were made. . e 


ae © . e Fo 
4 A. 1 became 2 get bor of the Nl Conti 85. 

5 ciety it was firſt formed in the year 179 1 

8 Vid you at any 1e ome a membe 1 8 : 

. | if welar at Sheffiel 


; as Fond a was tec ih th 
q | tio ociety in 0 n oni? 9 ns = | 7 5 5 + 6 
7 by.” _ never. knew w of Yb fuck Soc A; ety... #4 1 


know 
135 eee 5 = 


508 tha both the Sogje! 


oy Ange 
tions, by, 1 8 e 
Wn 9 70 Af. %% 
i war vat 


18 2 
As The profeiled: apts Society'was the e 


Parliamentary Reform 194 ov | * 
2 what manner was a reform: te a be elated? | | 
1 was to be affected by-weetings ot 2b of 3 2 5 5 

ow by meetings? 7 7 . 

| e the-minds . dhe lower 
Be people were to be enlightened, knowledge to he dif- 

fach, and the nation at large made acquainted Ow it O * 


ances, and with the neceſſity df a refom. 
Q. Was the mode o er deem erer ae in 


cĩety ? * % Ker 115.751 
Ne e 
"Do you know your Soc ea had for x ts e | 
univerſal ſuffrage 2; 1 


No; it never Mae's ri het If. 
3 did your Society 04 e dc. to „ =S 

Convention? n 3288 
by OY ſent a perſon. of che name « Matthew Campbell 


4 Lajg 4 


d you appe c kno a pefn of te dne of Fee 
_ Yorke ” 
A. Tes, I know a gentleman of the name of Hen ren 


. Do you know that he went by any other name? 
2 Jes; he went by the name of Henry Redheade” | res 
© Q: Did Yorke reſide at Sheffield? i #93; IE, | 


A.- No, but he has frequently viſited the town. 12 
QH How long have 7ou en Yorks aj — at 2 
tim 25 


A. For the foace of fx, ſeven, or cight weeks, Is. by 
Q. Did he frequent your 6 91 4 f 
A. He did, and was FF cry mych peQted whenever he made 
kit: appearance. . 3 
on what account was he teſpecled 7; 
A. Becauſe he was a great . and A man of folevdid | 
1 3 16 e e e e ee eee 
Q. Were there not meetings held. every. week eee 
there not a committes? Ser rr tt te e 
A. There were weekly meetings heldz but: regularly * 
ing, there were no committed. 
Q. Did Yorke write any work when he was at She 
. Tes, Mr. Notes wrote ſeveral pamphlets while bee. 
chere z as well as I can recolleft, Libelicye-he bionght à gest 
part, if nqt the whole of the mauuſoript copy tb Waden 
meetings, tio be „ r 9. 
Q Where were thoſe meetings heide ʒͤ ʒ et 
A. They were held at my houſ . 


„* md, 5 est 5 [276 60 n 


** 
OF 
4.3 
ws 
1 


2 07 oO 


3 . HT "A 


AT Yes, the room was commodiougsn io tf tn ogy * 
Q. Was' there any particular jor men "forthe 
"ow who was to addrefs' che n ee And whit wad it 
called? nenen 
A Yes, ee an elerativn, ahich ome cated he yu 
3h . _ theributez®bur-it-was newer be 
FFC FOIA N Erin «rl 
o you remember any of the! 
at a Fitne Wb C (1: 2F7, 30 
A. Tes, but L cannot charge my memory with a ue 
ur part at preſent. I recollett Mr. Torke at I 4 
0 ngs, held a by Locke im his hand, and read 
extracts from. it. He expatiated upon. the conftiracion; and 
he informed the people, that there was a great Uevigtion from 
e 3 w was origin ginally fed? | 
5 Qn you rem any particular paſſages in hie ſpeech? 
- 6:0 * cannot ſay L do. Tokipwnhe) was pekuliarly 
energetic, and in ſome Paris _ yams and, in e l 
neee ie nee ee u 80 AM 14) 
f Siriye to recollect ſome paſſages of 65 ſpeech ? $250 © 
00 * Why 1 40 * ane, y thing derrimentsl tothe 
conſtitution.- 324; O 1 15 W561 89 9 | 
Q. Do y revolle@ any I Ropoftion that 1 ever 
= to you ? 9722 £24 innen e nnen 03:7 10181 22 N 
A. Tes; 1 rechte bel that Mr; Yorke and Mri Gales both 
id hat l make a motion at the meetin 
fox a referm in the repteſentation of the 8 man 
Why vod in particle? I MAN 20 22. n! D. 1 7 —4 
& In order tnt it Mitut de over ruled, and for the patpo 
2 making another motion in it's ſtead. bob Fk A. 
i 2 did you make this motion; ai. d. 
Tes, I did; and it was objeQted wo cither by 'L 
eo Gale, K. bös 81: 5 } TROTY 6. GR 21 19:51 77701 TY 
eas there any elevation at the meet 


| at the Caflle-hill 
1 Swheiice che 'orators-ſpoke ent 15 24 9 


* "Ae Yes; there was what was called pap. JENS 
Was this: 3 | 8 e 


En” he: motion which 8 
E Was rejodted; und andther motion made to 8 
2 to tedreſs the grievances of the people. 
as that motion carried 27 75 6151 9207 ye 1 
. and drawn up ON Os 5 


t was left at my houſe for Ganatures,. 5, 96h, 
Q Did Mr, Yorke make a en to the multitude oo F, 
this Scan ; 1238 Hy 
A. Mr. Yorke addreſſed the WA in'an n eloquent ſpeech. 
Q. What became afterwards of the petition ? 
2A. It was ſent up to Lord Stanhope, Nee that his Lord- 
| ay might preſent it to his Hand 4 i e 
Q. And did he? I | £25 
A. No, his Lordſhip. would not ! it in atk | 
OM you happen to know ws Pts perch: 00 ta 
n was ever printed? 
A. 1 remember that Mr. Yorke agreed. to have his ſpent 
printed and it was printed en ee Borne 85 
Q. Did ou fee it in print? 12 
A. Tes, I ſaw it after it was primed; 4 believe i e- 
tained the ſubſtance of what Mr. orke aid. 
[Here Mr. Garrow handed the Witneſs: a pamphlet, nen 
F * defired him to look at, and to tell the Court and Jury whe- 
ther he thought it was the ſame pamphlet that he ſaw-atShef- 
Ka This queſtion the Witneſs anſwered in the affirmative.] 
1 Rt Did yon. receive py 1e of this pamphlets on from 
"I Yes, 1: eden number at Cart ſhop, in \onſe- 
quence of reſolutions of the fociet) a wh ode. 
Qu What did you do with thoſe . 15 wb 
2p A. L packed them up in 24 different packages, addreſſed 
them to different perſons, put them all into one box, Wade e to 
the heſt of my recollection, ſent them 8 
30 8 applied to you to ſend thoſe books? 
A. Vase of 8 ane A: 5 Es; 
0 hy did you become ſeeretary to e Ces 5 
ee to e . eur had deſtroped 
neſs. 1:2: 
1 Do you know chat there were arms prepared before the 
meeting at Caſtlehill? 5 12 
A. I believe there were 7 Con pibes, but this circumſtance 
demands a very full illuſtration. 
1 We ſhall be particularly thankful to you, Sir, r il 
uſtration. WIPES. 
A. Two — when.it was underſtood 
"Wap it was the Right of Engliſhmen to take arms in their on 
defence, a ſpurious hand-bill was circulated, ſpurious 1 fay, 
. becauſe it was not 16-37 p< any magiſtrate. . But how do you 
think it was circulated ? Not as one Sela be led to ſuppoſe, 
In 11 * TOE _y it g e * in the 


4 very 


% 
+ * E * 
% 


n 
++ # 


* 


"SY Dk? 


3 5 t the "SOAP in "IO ann excite, us to 
the commitment of ſome deſperate and unjuſtifiable act. But 
die Was not the caſe, and the hand- bill completely failed. 
What ſpecies of arms were talked of at this, time 5 59 
As The arms that were talked of were pikes. . 
Did you ſee the model of à night · cat, as it as called ? 
; i Tes, N 5 ee bat al d 


was only-a play-thing for a chiid). De Len 1 1 
Q. Where did you ſec this model 2 Cort bots Big 25 
A. I faw it at tht houſe of We Duows . bs 
Who aces it there? * G3 f* "Ges Fo ws 
A. One Charles r l 2 15 2s r. ud _ 
W. as it examined? - I 


A. Yes, the model was ts 8 Wa . floor i in \ order 
to be examined. I tecollect it was then called a cat. 

What was the nature of the converſation that mel 
about its uſe? * 

A. I never heard any Gonverſation. hank it's uſe, bot 5 
mere triſſing and deſaltory converſation, an irregular diſcourſe; 
* as the production of a box. 

Ace any other meetings where Tode 
— "ap WoL 


A. 2 1 have — Mr. Tolle ed he did not b 
c as he did at che meeting at Caſtle-hill. 

Q. Be ſo good as to deſcribe. in what manner he ſpoke, 

A. He was certainly very warm at __ of the —— 22 


. meetings, and is warmth conſiſted in his drawing a very able 


compariſon between the grievances | at Engliſhmen now la- 
pan: "oo and _ mt Somers 1 8 Tag the 


* 'Go on, Sir. £7 Ws 
A, Mr. Yorke aid, . Rus 1 now 20 800 * 


a low, pitiful, and deſpicable des, and that ſooner. n 


ſubmit to it any . he would go up \ 125 Toa ne 
the people then pre ent) to London. 11 LS 18. 2447 9 2 
Q. When was this ſpeech delivered? © 20111 
wes It was made before the ſubject of ming came upon 
e N det. 
as not this ſpeech delivered Koch the Tribune 2 9 
uh I believe it was. | f 
__ did that declaration of Mr. Lorke's acect you; 
Lan when he ſaid--Svoner than ſubmit to i Tay: longer he 


| wann go up With them to London? a - 


A. I muſt confels that cheating bude we foe ban. 35d 


"Qy Why? - 153 
5 Becauſe 1 ear God, and honour the King, 
ena 


3 


wh. 127 1 f * 


0. Did you ever ſee this pamphlet? 9 him a 1 
| n 
es, I think 1 have ſeen a copy of it. 
it 4 Dole 1 7 the os 275 is 2 _ 407 
believe 1 do. 
. How was it received at Caſtle-hilt ?' | 
A. The buſineſs relating to the 8 fa not ue. 
afted, at Caſtle-hill, but in the open air at Weſtgate ? 
Were there many people aſſembled upon t occaſion? 
| 'K There were ſome thouſands. 
Q. Of what number did your ſociety « conſiſt ? 
2 It conſiſted of 600 p perſons. ines 
How do you Bent. to know the number fo exactly "A 
8 1 know it by the number of diſtinct books "9p were 
ſent to each member of the ſociety. . _ _.. 5 
How were the diſtinct meetings attended 2 
K The diſtinet meetings were not attended ſo well. 26 the 
general mectings. 
The examination of this witneſs was 'here interrupted by 
Mi Lauzun, who was called up to prove that he found 4 
two papers, which had been ſhewn the witneſs in the courſe - 
of, 8 N in the eien of Mr. Hardy.] 
eg u recolle&-any % that was compoſed for the 
epi of celebrating the fa 
A. Yes, there was a hymn 12 5 and, Printed 0 bo, 
4 Mr Gales. 


2 05 recollect whether apy, ſole . 1 

ay 1 Fl was the kAaure read? |. aid ok 7 pads 
* 55 a gentleman from Halifax. wok a «a, 

2 Was there any prayer upon the ace "os 0 

* Yes, I compoſed a prayer for that occaſion. bs 
By whom was it delivered? 7 


* 1 0 myſelf, before a private meeting of ſeveral N 


OC jety a 


"0, 8 you ever happen to hear the aue of akg 5 

.”” 

Wy tk: he a member of your foie. 75 w_ e e er. 
He was. 8 = Rad 


.& Nr Joſeph Gales and David Martin 


A. They Were. 


4 e clerk of arraj was here dir en Fs 
edings 'of a meeting Sel at. TH on the 1 e 1755 


17943 which he did hd oi ; Ta «vr 4 far 4 — 4 
| Ns: 1 hr 


W 


c 1 3 


2 mm % "*T '£? 
1 iv maß 3 4 231 Tf * . . 


85 Vila Broombuadcrſ-xamined ly Mr. cu 25 


Me. Gibbs, Attend. to me, Mr. Rroombead—I thiok you 
id, if T underſtood you right, that there was a ſpurious _ 
E circulated at the time that 8 PS ©. 
A. There ae irrt.. 1 
Q. What was the tendency of this hand- bil? ue tal. 
lt adviſed the Wee taking up atme, in . to 
Sud apainſt foreign invaders and domeſtic enemies. It had 
2 moſt flagitious tendency, for the body of i it contained theſe 
words: « We never can do any thing, till we have ourſelyes 
- cauſed a riot.” —This was evidently done with 2 view tothraw 
ect guard, and to incite wh; io r ſome unjuſtif- 8 
ea \ 

What was the firſt Secafion of. your {peaking of arms. 
8 This fpurious hand-bill, which wes. circulated without 

il fanQtion of any magiſtrate. © | 
What idea had Jour, Sir, about dhe people taking up 
Ko . 

A. The only idea that l entertained of the people king, up., 
| rind was, not that they might be prepared to make any at- 
tack, but that they wow be ready to oppoſe any. illegal ca 

and to maintain the law of the land. 

0. How were theſe piles that you talk about. to be bid? 

© A. They were to be uſed as inſtruments of defence only... 
1 "ly; Had you, Sir, or do you think the ſociety had, any idea 
of attacking the King and ic x ng hd of meddling” wah 
the Conſtitution '?” 

A. O no, Sir: 1 think if they had ey would id ee to be 
Hoe to Bedlam !- 55 * 016 2. LEM ad 1 

* Had you yourſelf: any tuch idea? : 528 
a Neo more than I have the idea this moment 10 ir 2 
8 N82 23871 415 1.4 

4 + What die” you” underſtand the object of. the | ogiery 
Ro was _ : 55 at; 
A. What I wbderſtocd the objekt of the: ſociety was, is 
| y this, that they would uſe their endeavours to bave the griey- 
| * ances which _— been ſtated to ow ANG g in a 
E legal and conſtitutional manper. vances I = 
1 1 br where @ man works Len ker or fifteen bours Fihe e 
=. all is, not able to upport his family. 
=_— _Q. Would you, 8 r, Coating: tithe ſociety. a. moment © 
be if en were awate that they enteftained the Fall es of, at. 
_ facking the King, Lords, and Commons ? | 
9 lt ſt aſſuredly not. . A | 25 
n 2 e =; 08; 290. - 


2 


ir? 2 1 


Q. Do _ aloe os in the whole Hciety ry 


wicked as to harbour ſuch an idea . 


3 do not think there was fo wicked a a man among them | 


all | 


King or Lords, but to endeavour to effect 4 e in 211 
Commons Houſe of Parliament? 2 & 
v1 Moſt ne, — was Fthelr object... e 


8 e OTE Wd. of dee "orcas iba: 

8 . it not ce to Genn u Pesceabiy? 45 

A. Moſt certainly. 

| EIT have no „ to think that thoſe 8 * 
m 


be ſent 8 8 e ee in a 


eahl e manner ? 2 
ein che lest.. 
.Q.. When a reform was ; talked 3 ad you not er 
Fe Ye that noma en a in the yn 


24 
* 
"> 


mn 


8 


Af Ifs N hind hot called, you could. not take upon 
elf to anſwer for the conduct of evil diſpoſed. perſons ? 5 
"A 1 ſhould think it enough to anſwer for myſelf. 

1 0 you not know, Sir, that the meaſure of diſcarding 
the xciety of the Friends of the people, from the Ms So- 
+ was diſcuſſed in on Giſtri0k W „ 
A. L believe it was. q 5 ; 


Do you not coy that the Conſtitutional 1 8 


855 Feld, diſcarded the ſociety of the Friends of the people e, 
becauſe they would not got e ſame lengths with them 3 
; thi | 


* A,-I know of no ſui ng. 
+ Was it not the object of the miſchievous hand-bill, that 


you ve mentioned, to excite the people to take up, arnis 
againſt foreign invaders and domeſtic enemies??? 
A. Tt was. But when the ſubject of arms had been talked 
of, we were afraid that illegal force might be employed againſt 
us, as was the caſe in Birmingham and Mancheſter. 
Tou did not then, in conſequence of this hand- bill ap- 
ply to the civil power for 12 but OI came 


to 0.the reſolution of arming! 3 
R "A Theſe 


oF ' 
: 4 


1 


Q. The object of the weiser was not to mablls with gh 


| Bramined again by Me. bene. r 


* 


8 3 3 


8 Theſe n were come to, though not with an wy. 
mi hievous intention. | 


6:6" you, happen to know who propoſed thoſe reſo- 


1 ions? 
5 were propoſed by 1 Mr. Yorke and lr. Gales, and 
winks at by the ſociety. © 
Q. Do you not know, that plans of arming were commu- 
| nicutes by the Sheffield £ DOctety to che other Hifferent w- 
cieties N | * l | 
Or Tf fuck Hh 3 8 cnformationin../ * 5 
A printed paper was next put in aht read,” coding mi- 
: I the meeting at Sheffield on the faſt-day"on;the: 28th 
of February the A ore read om the:occafion, together win 
. the reſolutions entered into at the ſaid n | — op | 
| 45 Gf 8 of thoſe px 
leſnan troops, and the uni | 
| WY throughout the kingdom. 11 %%% 26:48 (8 5 2 
Henry Alexander, examined. by: Mr, £ 
member of the London Carreſponding 80 
came f6 in the latter end of November? 17933 
of which he became a mem 29 5 70 is 
in Shire-lane. He thought he wa Fth me 
mitted. | He knew Mr. Yorke ; he de in | 
there. He remembered him, and was with there in the 
1793, at about the end 9 of it. There might be hetween 
8 190 people in the room when he went there, f 
was quite full On the laſt nil ht JE. Cork was there, he 


i leave of the 9 9 85 in a H. He ſaid he was 
„the witn tneſs ſaid, to Belgi ng ing the 2 
E letter i) for that he ha received a letter from a frie 


| af. his; ; he-ſaid they would be ripe for a revolution there, and 
| 55 N to. Ft at —. * He a aw was © 
terwards- coming t he was in 
ours be at t the cad 4 * * * 
Juryman. 4 Look this way; where was he to come to?“ 
Wine. 5 To London. . made a very long ſpeech, He 
mid in that ſpeech, in ſubſtance, that he bad recess a letter, 
that he had the honour of. being à member of the National 
Co enfin of France, and that he had hopes of coming over 
here, 'and that he mould ſee them all ready to join him; and 
| Kin Pitt's, wich the diffetent members that he meant; and the 
s bead, ſhould be on Temple-bar, and that that ſociety 
ou dj join hi him. - Mr- Pitt's, meaning the e an the 
cad, would de on Temple-bar. * 
BAS — apes 1 £44 ; 4 IX Tn eg v4 
| | Witneſs 


$: 1 


| but not what he is to fay.” 


15 without bloodſhed. This was in the ſociety. H 
there could not be good- done without bloodthed. 


he faid how they were Brave. He did not fay where the 


t 2331-3 


Wit ſg, e « The time was the pth of. W I 
25 any . obſervations on the * and 2 


Fratice.” TY Thi: Orr EY 2 
" "Comte, © l e the led ee, 
Chief fuſtice. “ Pat the witneſs in mind ot he OY 


"Witneſs. * I cannot neeaedt the words he ofed. It was 
that they had met with what they deſerved. - I do tot recot- 
* be bid any thing to us about the war. He faid ſome- 

of the Sanc-Culloites. That they were 4 ſet of brave 
fellows, 1 believe. He ſaid a deal aboüt them, but I do not 
recolſect what. He faid fomething to us abovt arms. That 
when he came home he ſhould find them all ready to join, 
nd that when the time came he hoj ped he ſhout» not thrink 

rom what he profeſſed... He faid it 2 impoſſible to tte 2 

He aid bk 
there was a ſet of brave men at Sheffield. ' 1 cannot tell that 9 


blood was to be ſhed.. He ſaid nothing about Bread auc cheeſe, 


but a perſon came from Sheffield and faid 3 about 


pikes, and ſaid. it would be good for them as they Had nothing 


but bread and cheeſe. Mr. Y orke's ſpeech' was well received, 
and He ſpoke very Toudly. They were all unartimns, and got 
up and ſhook hands with hingas he got up to leave the root. 


1 ſaw no more of Mr. York—T do not know where He went. 


1 went after that to Mr. Dundas, and likewiſe to the Lord | I 


Ja bry Sir.” 


went t6 the Lord Mayor add Mr. Dundas; beraute 1 


; thought Spe not ding on properly, At firſt k Was al 


to go to the ſociety. ba [ went in I ſaw Mr. Smith: 

_ "aſked me to become a Member. 1 did not know whit it was. 
1 Had a ticket; but I have. not it kere, for I gave it to Mr. 
Dundas 8 ſecretary. I think it is ſeven times I was PRE: + 


> | Cooper examined hy Mr r. Eglise. 


1 dee Ire a the Roſe, in Piel: 2 "= 
ume K went into the focie ociety war in the latter enck af the deer 
1791: I did not go for the purpoſe of being a mem Y 
though I became one. A friend of mine of the name of = 
Whitcombe. aſked me to a club ;I went for nothing hit cutſo- 
ſity. Mr. Yorke was not there the firſk night, Smith * I» 
there, and Aſhley. was there. F do not know who" elfe, 1 
.canndt fay the matth, F did not hear atly thing Rar win fad 
to hn tlrat 3 8 JE fat unit 12 o'clock. : bad „ 
R 2 Pers 
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| pers which, Tul Nr Sith read. 1 


member There was nothing ſaid but making a member. 
Mr. Erſkine. In plain Engliſ you are a ſpy? 
Witneſs. Aſter I found what they were, : 1 became A en, 
1 did not wiſh for a parliamentary reform. 


+ pu, 


Mr. Erſkine. Why did vou become member, if it was gt : 
for the purpoſe of becoming a ſpy ? 2 


-Witnefs. I did not know what they meant by it. 


Mr. Erſkine. Did you wiſh any parliamentary forte 8 | 


became a member, upon poùr oath, Sir Lock to the 


5 ſhall hear you.. | 
No anfwer for ſome time. ; 
Mr. * Are you equine with Dunn x of Nan: 


den Fe 3541 | 5x6 i 


Witneſs. No, Sir, ele 5 7 i 
: Mr: Erſkine. 1 ſhould have 3 . 33M tk 
-- Chief ſuſtice. Why don't you anſwer, Sir? „„ 
© Witnels. - de not underſtand you, Sit. 


Mr. Erſkine. I am ſorry for it, Sir. d 


FF 
3 I never wiſhed any thing of the kind. 
Erſkine. Why did you become . member of tht 86 


. Smith ie me, 1 2 member—One man then 
up and read ſomething, but what he read I did not un- 


not know. ee nom what 8 EL Fg 


job 5 441 they were of 15 fame opinion as myfelf. 1 5 


1 went a ſebond time to ſee what they: N a 1 had nat 
been defied to goa ſecond time. 


* * 


Mr. Erſkine. Tou wiſhed to be. ſerviceable o the Pub- 
. You: went there a ſecond time as a ſpy7 | 

Witneſs. 80 it proved, at leaſt, Bin T went ther to fe 
the real grounds then acted upon. 

Mr. Exſkine. Did you take any notes of hat un beard 7 

Witneſs. No-; they would not ſuffer me to take any notes; 
1 would not ſuffer. ing 40 take regs any thing. - Lg 
1 week. 

Mr. Erſkine. What es what month was this? ; 

_. Witneſs. I do not recollect. 

Mr. Erikine. Was it in the ſummer or 8 8 wn OR "my 

Witneſs: I capnot ſay, Sir? 1 attended twice after 1 hal 
been with Mr. Dundas. 

Mr. Erſkine. Mr. Yorke ſaid be was going! to Dogium. ; 
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look at pt; ape aA You" _ e | 


What they read or faid afterwards that night I do 


Winne ke dad n of Belgium, or n 


Mr. Erſkine. You went there as a lover of your country? ; " 
Witneſs. Nothing leſs, Sir; I went NO: 4 : 


were three of my friends faid T was oy right. 
Mr. Erſkine. Who are they? name them. 


Greſſell. 


Mr. Erſkine. Ton are 2 maſter "HKnen-draper, 1 take vue: 


granted : $6155 y 
Witneſs. I am a gt in vage fag myſelf. - 
Mr. Erſkine. You are a Journeyman, "then? | 
Witneſs. No, Sir; Iam not in a ſituation, myſelf, 


Mr. Erſkine. Yes, indeed, you. . yg in a 51 55 FE 


ſituation, Sir! 

The witneſs then proceeded to give an account of himleifs. 
he ſaid he was out of employment now. He ſaid he lived 
with Mr. Gallaway, i in Moorfielde, who was a linen-draper 
then, but who is now in the tayloring buſineſs. i He came to 
im in December, and left him i in Mz 
Mr. Faulding, a linen-draper, on Holborn- bridge; he lived 

there two years; that he had heen ap pplying g for ufncly to ſe- 
veral people ; that he had applied at ynham and Jameg's;i in 
Holborn, and to another perſon in Holborn, Selle Gray s- 
Inn-lane. That he had loſt his buſineſs by his attendance up- 


7 3\that he lived with 


Witneſs. One, whoſe name is Broughton 3 another Mrs. | 


on this buſineſs, according to his fubpreria,” He agreed Win 


the perſons he ſerved laſt "oy the year; they were to give him 


251. a year; this was ſome time before his maſter opened his 


ſhop, which was on the 22d of the laſt month; he could not 


ſay how long before he opened his ſhop- he entered into this 


agreement With him: it was, he believed, the latter end of 


— 


uly, or the beginning of Auguſt laſt. "He: told his maſter, the 


day he had the 5 he muſt leave him. Mr. Wood 
ſubpœenaed him, He did not know it would be neceſſary for 
bim to leave his Gtuation. He did not apply to the Solicitor 


of the Treaſury, *to know whether he muſt fob: his employ- 


ment, in order to give his evidence at the Old Bailey. He 


had no other reaſon for leaving his employment than that of 
attending to give his evidence. He did not apply to his maſ- 
ter, to inform him, that he was ſubpœnaed, or to know whe- 


ther he would conſent to his coming here. He kept himſelf 


out of employment, without knowing whether his maſter 
would allow him to do ſo. He told his maſter that 'he was 
going outtof town—firſt to York, then to Sheffield, as ſoon 
as this trig] was over; but that was all out of his own imagi- 
nation: the reaſon of his thinking ſo was, that he was in- 
formed by Mr. White, that he was to go down to York after 
this ſhould be over. He had not looked out 15 any empfoy- 


ment fnce. 


Juryman. 
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Juryman-” e Look acroſs the Court.: i 
s witneſs. then proceeded on Mr. Erſkine's 
2 an account X himſelf. He ſaid he lived. with Mr. 
ith, of Cheapfide; between four and five years ago he was 
with him, he: believed. 18 months; he afterwards went into 
_ the country, and ſtaid there for 11 months, to his friends, 
Who lived at Whiteford, fix miles from Saliſbury : he went to 
His aunt there, whoſe name is Alexander. He was. after- 
wards with another aunt, on the. other fide of Moorfields, but 
he could not ſay how long; he was hoe: a conſiderable white; 
he was there until he went. to Mr. Faulding's. He. left Mr. 
Smith becauſe he had ſome words with him. 
Mr. Erſkine aſked him what words; what was s the cauſe ot 
— their quarrel ? 1 
- The Chief Juſtices .« 0 doc Loo anten, sir“ 2 85 


He beßtated again. 
_ Chief. Juſtice. 6 . X 1. i ropes hate 7 you 
2 Objection to anſwer ?? 3 
Witneſs. << No,. wy Lord Eh 
8 be hut was he ? 


27 Witncſs then faid that he he quotes firſt with thi like 
- atm he believed: they migh "ga 9 and that after- 
wude made him quarret . is maſter. He then came 
* again. to-the buſineſs of the Club in Shire-lane. ' He ſaid he 
was ſuse it was at the latter end of the year 1793, that he 

went there about 8, and ſtaid until 11-07 12. He heard ſome 
Ro about. the- pikes > but he did not recalled any 
_- nog of what was dene, except EA ſpeech on the. 
- third night. On the fousth night he did not recolle& ay. 
thing at all that paſſed; he went the-fſth night and ſtaid un- 
til they broke up; he did. not recolleck that Mr. Yorke ſaid 
much about the pikes, but a:perſon from Sheffield faid; they- 
- qught to have ſomething inſtead of /bread and cheeſe at 6d. a 
dap he could not tell whether pong: LT PR the fe 
= ht he attended. 7 DT 1 
und 6 Tard done with you, Bic * o 


74 


= 3 N 4 =, 5 2127 


den eee Whiteall ALIA 
"He was; 1 to a bobkſeller; 0 ie with Me. 
a= and went from him to Mr. Baxter, at No. 81 „ in the 
Strand. He became a member of the ſociety at the latter end 
ol the year 1993; be went the firſt time with Alexander; 
faw_ Yorke but once, and went himſelf once or twice ; after. 
which he diſcontinued it, as it interfered. with his buſineſs, 


and was inconvenient on account of Ktuation—ngyer converſed 
. 3 55 Hs . 8 1 2 N — . 2 15 With 


= 'y 


bes 


E 


8 in his houſe, and taken away by Mr. Wilkinſon, "wall 


C35) 


RO POR 6 
him at Holborn-bridge: Yorke, he faid, ſeemed to be very -- 
well known at the ſociety. He went away, and left him 


pakingy but rr of. the pas Mages: ap pra 


Waddifen. 
He faid he . the Conſtitutional 3 at 
Sheffield, before they were claſſed into divifians. - He had lefe 


them ſome time. He knew Mr. Lorke he ſaw him firſt 
above a twelve month ago. He ſaw him at ſeveral: meetings 


of the e 2 e r cr her, | 


| ere 220 


{The Counfel for * Crown Mead to n 


witneſs to what was ſaid by Mr. Yorke at one meeting, but 


upon his ſtating that he voy 127 8 es n e 


he deſified.} 


e eee 4  meeting'3 at ” hi Cale bil, me Apia, 
2593» as alſo the meeting this year, in March. The witneſs: 
- eee Yorke while at Bhaffiald. He remem- 

with him on the ſubject of arms it wn, i 
5 talked of ſuch being making. The witneſs him- 
made a dosen and half of ſhafts for pikes ; they were 


It was generally underſtood among the ſociety, 
vt thoſe: piles were intended for uſe only in ſelſ-deſencer 
Yorke explained to him, that the geform to be: d or 
was the extension of the elective franchiſe to univerſal ſuffrage. 
He- himſelf, and the ſociety, as far as ever he knew, fo under 
ſtood + and purſued their object. In progreſs, af time he 


cChangel his opinion upon the propriety-.and-expediency.of- 


ſuch a ineaſure z he 4eld dür York-his idea-upan the fubjodty: 


declaring that ſuch a plan of reform was, in his opinion, 3 


2 and carrying things too far; he ſaid he would no 
longer fubſoribe to ſuch a meaſure: to which Mr. Yorke ve. 


phied, he maſt then give it up. He remembered the meetin 

in April laſt, in the open air; Mr. Yorke was there, * 

5 at conſiderable length. He was not paid for the pike- 
fts 


he had made; he eee vegan . by 
thoſe:who took them of him. | 


Upon his bos Ka faid, [hay was ot firſt i in- — 
vour of univerſal ſuffrage. At that time he was firmly at- 
tached to the King and Queen too. He: believed that all 


thoſe with. whom he acted loved the King ;- be certainly 
wonld not have remained of 8 nde . He nei- 


j 


ther 


3 
| MEI TE Des, 

b Ens wi 2743 92 1 7 n 136 . a nite | tags 21 | 
ev chen een lends ciiverſal? FE a8 contain 
"principles adverſe” ta the Crown. The famous plan of the 
Duke ef Nichmond was that which was adopted by the Socie- 
ty. Among the many publications, his Grace's letter to Co- 
lonet Sharman was read at the ſociety, and adopted by them. 
A well-known paſſage out of the letter was read to him by 
* Erſtine, in which his Grace ſtates, that after long and 
ee deliberation, he was deeidedly. of opinion, that univer- 
Ak fuffrage, together with annual parliamentsz is the onlyrradi- 
= 2 and effectuał cure for the ebils crept/ into our conſtitution. 
= Tu, the witneſs ſaid, was preeiſely the ſentiment; borrowed 
F rom his Grace by the ſociety and 2 believed; as far 
4 ; "a6 he cou?d” dive into the hearts of men, chat this was their 
| Hie berer underſtood chat force or violence was 
rg He quitted the Tociety-not from ahy idea or appre- 
gon of this k kind, but ſolely from his diſſent upon the 
wurden of univerſal fffrage,” as being of opinion that the 
minds of the people were not ug yet -(ufficiently-enlightened 
or prepared for it. He was not preferit when the 
choſe a delegate for the Britiſh Convention held at Edinburgh; 
but if he had been, he would have conſented thereto, as * 
obig of the meaſurefat thectime. He r 
_ *objett of holding chat Convention ton be wg: thing 4. br | 

* >peticioning foe! tel teform . From any ching that N h 


. of Parliament. He t then, and now; conſidered the 
oofecke ſochety- as, firmly attached: to the King. 11 was t 
mein general ideas, that the ſafetyof the monarch an 
| I berties ot the dubjectavere inſeparable. He never de . 
Sching aid of uſing arma for che intent and purpoſe of attac 
; — doun the Goyernment. Hi hog 
__ -ffelÞmadecthe; r:theiputpoſe,of. defending hinelf,: if 
: 1 — decauſe::there Was not a igoog., under- 
5 -ſtanding between the two parties ; this he explained; as, allud- - 
5 thoſe who: were eager for univerſal ſuffrage, and thoſe 
adbverſe to that meaſure. It was intended to defend them- 
E not againſt the magiltrates of the country. and the le- 
Orce. 2357 cet THESES -LOAR & 3 
He had himſelf been threatened ſeveral times in company. 
The Ariftocrats had ſaid publickly, that if the French inyaded 
he country, 1195 would Arſt- put to death their; domeſtic 
ebenes. WES TD, HTC en ftit 1002 w10or1 0 wi ac! 
Hille, nor he e en had entertained no inten- 
= % 08 inimical to the Houſe of Lords: The only back be had 
_  "—ever (een upon that fubſect was that witten by Major Cart- 


On the — her declared mr” to be, and . 
/ lieve | 


" 


means ſuppoſed them as intending; to be ye Le ng "Ol 


wm 1 _ 
| Heved the. ſociety to have 15 firmly attached to the King and - "2 


_ *Conſtitution of the Country. He repeated. that he ſaw; Mr. 
'Yorke at ſeveral meetings, who always behaved with great 
oration, except at. the time when * was ene Fe; 


Henry Hill. 


| He was a member of the Conſtitutional e at Sbeſßeld 
wa the beginning; he was the ſecond or third member. Mr. 
Yorke viſited them in 1792.3 he. was alſo at the meeting on 
the Caſtle-hill in 1794. The witnels, a blackſmith by. trade, 
made a pike from a pattern given him by Davidſon, which 
was approved of by him. He alſo- ſhewed it to Mr. Yorke 
He made about one hundred and thirty of them. The iron 
vas procured: upon Davidſon's credit. He had three · pence a 
pious © allowed him for making. them. Davidſon ſaid to him, 

| 2 might be wanted in London as well ag Sheffield ; 
by this he. underſtood him to mean, as againſt. thoſe who 
- ett jnaing of attack them... 1 Er. ene * | 
* r N 1 F 2 55 
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ne never had in We on x becoming W006 ba 4 


ty, the oppoſing the King; nor did he believe that others of 

| * ſociety _ 3 _ uot They e _ 
ollowed the plan ſo a u ed an ulgated by the 

Duke of Richmond. He had — hap ca ſay he 

The preparation of the pikes was occaſioned by the threats 

of the oppoſite party. They had carried thoſe threats ſo far, 
as to come to the houſe where he lodged, and which they 
called the Jacobin Houſe, on account of the club having 
ſdmetimes met there, and threaten to pull it down, and burn 
it. They had alfo' paraded the — and fired · in- 
to ſeveral houſes. This conduct of the A riſtocrats of the 
town, and no other, he ſwore poſitively was the reaſon of 
their deeming it er i to . arms: not for nn 
dut ſelf-defence. et Ta 


Thomas Mandy. = 5 N 


n. bad W a 0 member of the Crna Sagke- 
ty of Sheffield for the laſt twelve months he had been occa- 
ſionally ſo before that time. Beſide their r meetings, 
they were ſubdivided into diſtritt meetings. po” | 
Hle knew Mr. Lorke, who acted as otator, chairn Ac. 
at different times, Ore Wh the A at they aſtle- 


2 3 
- 4 * 


wk Fre wete dogs 
44, A 1 5 ee oh he fa 


2 | 
ofa rh N 5 . int beſpoke e "6 Sen 
_ handles: for them; the ronniniet 9h, the blades were afterwards 
Tent and fitted. / Won alwa' unde eritood p34 were intended for 
Telt-defence.. - 3 5 een rumours, th oppoſite party 


intended, and enced: to Aiſperſe' their het either 
Without or with the affiftance. of a magiſtrate, whom it would 


*diticult to proture'; and they were reſolved 0 kel 


eis thop 2 model of an inikrcnden ele a 
Council he heaed ft ealled à niglt-cat. 
. Was for, and was informed it was an infirts- 
'm ment which iſh be: thrown lute the ſtreet, in onder to pre- 
vent a horſe from'palling, 

A pike Wis here produced, which the ities ied Wen 
e, 18 {39930 LITE 5 et res 4 
A ere Davidſon aſking his * to bave his 
letter directed to his oſs; Which nnn to; none, 
© however,” came ſo directed. tai af o8 bine 18 NSE MR 


Y „ eit * Leben * £69912 ; 19105 en $28 bell at 


rene de eee, ud: 6 24944. 6 maile! 


4 ( Fit Des #iQ.< L: {Fa £45544 bas x : 23) þ 8 1 0 
be eu be poke of was about an inch long, Adee awrely 
\-n:;antideli-none: were: ever made from it. It was laying per 


in the ſhapp'to cht vie and e by + 
He never heard. any expreſſions mude uſe of in the ſociety 


1 difreſpafob to tie King perſonally; nor did: he ever hear . 
. tion qaade of till the threats thrown: ont by the arito- 

Sate If he himlelf had an idea that any intent had ever been 

—— Wy F ainſt the King or the Go- 
1 * deen NT in making 
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L299, 1 i 
the muſquet that a diviſion of the London Cortes : 
N Society Nec 185 houfe of one Franklow in reg 
mentals, and F . 5 appeared in thoſe re imentals at 
_ Globe tavern. There was no propoſal for 1 8 
low's aſſociation i in the uſe of arms; neitder yas ny" | 
poſition made at any other diviſion. - 
It was ſuſpeRed that vne Lynam ha} given inforyationj 
therefore the Secret Committee: had been diffolved, and new 
one appointed to meet in private, to: communicate with the 
00 accaſionally.: The 9 Committee of Deleg 
met at Compton. Itreet. A Committee of Correſpondence 5 
been appointed between the London eee TN 
and the Conftitutiogal Society. 
He knew of a-mecting at Chalk Farm, and: was preſeut _ 
is There were tw 8 people aſſembled there. Seve- 
| Hy we of the ELON af 8 were rr out IN 


fm Pace 3 55 5 N of 6 ara hich was 2 


day with the meeting at Chalk N be ſupped roaring 
1 There was Zn danivertary-qinner' Sh and 9 & , 
at which he was preſent, any 


Hardy 's apprehenſion there was a to Sine ; 2 

* a 7 — to 3. blades f for ny er eee he had, 

but it was afterwards ia tial he pikes were N bought 
for ſell- defence. 

187 were fang the Addreſs of Mr. Pitt and dhe Dyke, 

of Richmond, Fen che locinty: ws allailed 4 voy ol 9 7 


The idea of having 2 military. allocations rejeteds "- 7 11 
ne was always a quiet man, and neuer ſpoke imp! | 
| He. always was Sung baving/ arms, or pikes. IRere was 
no connection between the ood "36, nfaking-p 1 a 5 5 
landing of Heſſian troops. ſocieties had! "er fo : 
years Sithogt TIRE | 


roved the iel 4x it in 
T2 


gane Villen, 5. 
os Haz, Oy one F 6655 2 % 


n a 


» 4 


: the 


Only 
lon ee ietyʒ that he, Williams, 
2 dt ph Lg Fon 363k 341 Kerbe. 1s oy N 1 
e 6 projeetiogs were etage che * 


Je e e ihe” Tojiay Cee 
a "Phe" vac og heknew the brite fony f 


Pa 7 "'m 5 a 7 
1 0 00 . 
Sa * * ; * 
8 5 : 


EE POE 8 

wm that 85 ee certain orders et Shelfcls 

1 facMin ng RN in April laſt; that hearing a letter was about 

do be ent thither,. he” wiſhed 1 to incloſe 2 few lines to know- 

who would undertake to forge t the blades of 1 5 0 ; that he re- 
members afterwards reading a letter to Mr. argye which let- 

per” the. witneſs; had receiyed from Sheffield, explanatory of 4 
plan; formed there for. pikes ; that he had 211 ed 4 
the particulars of that plan fo Spence, Barks, Hilher, and others; 5 
that he had propoſed the adoption of a fimilar one in London; 

5 1 pooppber y who "wiſhed" to bare a pike, was to pay _ > 

I r it 51 
Mr. Garrow. 535 SN alice of a any place in the Borough 
occupied to learn the uſe of the muſket; &.? | 
+. John Edwards. anſwered, that he "had heard of ſuch 2 place, 
but did not know. the Particular. ſpot; that he Knew of no 
= ſubſcription | iy, the Faria os of firearms; that he had been 
3 acquainted. with Kei ns an Goodwin, who were members; 
| that be Þclieved the ſociety in che Borough had" been ne 
1 5 ul e of m aſkets, but that "he? never had attended an 
715 y that he did not know Band dy Legged Bd 
Fi Chibi mentioned 48 the p ace 0 98 meeting) 7 

* 5, 1 1979550 Franklow was à member of the London Cor 
relponding Society, put that he did not belong to his 9 

0 that he himſe f remained a member till tz en into cuſtody, 
VM. Erſkine objected, at this time, to Ops might belag 
1 17 fallen from nie Sgins, Goodwin, '« or  Franklow. 9 

. rarrow peri in bis Interrs tori to which t 

cf ACC HE ai on + Bam 0 1 I 
dwarc 12 the FPS hin NI OS by Tajing, dit he 
un erltood there as 4 Corps called the Lambeth Loyal Aſſo- 

- ciation, for the purpoſe of  acquirin rig the uſe of the mulket; 
that He cbuld' riot tell what Frantic s aſſociation was for; that 
they wore, uniforms Which conſiſted of a Blue Coat and a Net 
Collar, White Breeches and Waiſtcoat; that he ſaw ranklow 
in that dreſs at the anniverſary dinner, at the Globe Tavern on 

the 20th of January laſt; that he knew the diviſion number 

2 which met at the Three Tuns, Snow hill; that at one of 
the meetin 115 which conſiſted of ſixteen perſon he, the wit- 
neſs, prop ed e fotiri a Corps ſimilar to; drc⸗ the Sheffield 
Aſſociation, which was — — refuſed ; that this was 
lang before the unmverfary dinner now mentioned ; that he 
3 ſuggeſted the formation of a ſociety like that of 
Franklow's; 2 that no perſon would 1 t or join him; 
chat ſome time ſaſter tlie Secret See was diſſolved by 
conſent; that Martin (attor hey) Thelwall, Hodgſon, and 
Phe Were members of the Secret Committee ; that they 
1 5 * , | 7 — 2 JN | 


r N 


met at their own houſes; that the -ommitt e Was inſtituted to 
receive and anſwer letters; ; and that the le, - communicatic 
were kept a ſecret. from the ſociety at . 2 h 
On being farther interrogated, 1 Edwards nf that he ©” 
Was a member of the Committee of Delegates, Compton W 
ſtreet; that the meeting Was transferred to Mr. T helwall's, 
No, 2, „ ; that he underſtood the Conſtitů- 
tional Society had deputed fix perſons, and the Correſpondin 
Society deputed five; that the ſociety to which he belonged 
added one; that thus ſix and ſix met to deliberate on * 
lar meaſures; that he remembered a meeting for the purpoſe”. 
of preſenting medals to the Jury who had -acquitted. Fatonz 
that he was preſent at the meeting at Chalk-F arm, which con- 
ſifted of 2000 perſons; that he firſt went to Store- ſtreet, Mat 
he had cards of admiſſion at the committee, Compton- ſtreet; 
that the reaſon of his going firſt to Store-ſtreet, was becauſe. 
a room had been there advertiſed. for the meeting; that when 
n at the latter place, he underſtood that Juſtice Ad. 
dington had been there; that there was no other ceremon at 
Chalk-Fs arm, but the transfer of the ticket; that one f of 
it was given to the perſon at the door, and that the other half 


was put in his hat; that Thelwall, Lovet, Moore, Richtet, . 


Blackman, and moſt members were there; that Mr. Lovet. 
took che chair; that he did not ſee Hardy, the priſoner, there 3 
that he was in the long- rom with the ladies; that he knew 
Robins's Coffee-houſe, - Shire-lane, where "diviſion, No. 29, 
uſed to meet; that he had been there Aerea that he knew 
the matter of the paper now preſented; and that what he had. 
ſeen was a different ſized paper, and of a different date. 
Here a very ſhort. conyerſation took: place between te 
counſel reſpecting the propriety of ſuch evidence. 70 85 


The paper now alluded to was read in court and, aw; 608 5 


other expreſſions, contained the ſubſequent : words: — + 3% 
1 80 the 3oth of Januaty, 1794, will be preſented, 191685 
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n 3 5 : Chancellor 
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- * ical paper there abou the irs and n ve that be. read one 
= > an Thee Tins, $6 an Hogg; che he never received any paper 


dure; ; that 3 


genes * _ Sag 10 ch | a5 me 5 7 Laff 
3 wag nit xD r S e = A 1 Jo Fo 2 ; 
_ Hol * 2. is 25 To co nelude with ; 18. 
* 
1 as b SHAYE GREAT GEORGP UK | 
1 ws: Pipe la Libertił ! vor on Republique. 
3 „eg re interrogated; Edwards affirmed, that * 


N N 


from him | 
ing at the Crown and Anchor on the 2d of May laſt ; that he 
receives dus ricket from Mr. Joyce; that after the other dinner 


youll this bill of entertainment in October, three montiis befborg 
the time appointed for the that after the meet- 
Farm the witneſs went to Compton -ſtreet, where 
- that Me. Thelwall Was there; that he never 
—— any information farther than what he has related — a 
mg; that he knew Afhley, but never heard any thing 
metital to the priſoner; that he was at the mert- 


at the Globe Tavern, the addreſs read in the morning ,was 
circulated in 2 printed Hand-bill; "that de 3 nothing 
ſtarted there reſpeRing the Hefflan Wer 


3 that he had attended Thelwall's 


the pike was one ſhilling 2 blade, 


| a5 he had already ſt 975 that the Friday 2 to Hardy's 


1 


ſelf; thas the » 
ſtrument was to reſiſt an 
that Mr; Yorke of he 
pike; that this 1 2 when the Heffian troops 


E be; * Wit 


chended, there ws to have been 2 meeting at Grern- 


Te 3 in 88 Old- Bailey, which was M e ; that 
we Waiting, dien firſt Earut that Her ded; 


that eack member 11 ſummoned was to have W yy thiliog 
for his pike-blade4- that the only blade at he meeting was that 
of the witneßß; that the ſhaft 8 in his. hand (here the wit⸗ 
gels examines it) was that on which his blade had been fixed; 
that he had deftroyod the blac Fearful left it Gould be dify 
covered in his poſſeſſ on; believed Hillier alſo had a 
pike ſimilar to that which he had now deſcribed; ind that he 
recollected à hand-bill for another [dramatic Entertainment, 
1 had | Taggeſted, + called yy ＋ king of the Bal 
C. 7 | 
Mr. Elkins pdf Vanmine de pine a besagt that. 
he dis by trade a ily rimith 3! that he had made a'pike for him - 
" deſign which he tell in the uE of that in. 
Fry al diſperſion of their . 
communicated the idea 


M confer ! - 
Op | 


ut - 


Sar 5 


464 the eite leg der krelg hat rf ke ner his . 


ciates had the moſt diſtant idea either of ailing or abetting a 
tebellion, or of exciting the prople to oppoſe the government. 


Edwards further recapitulated, that the ſole purpoſe of the - 


pikes was to repel any atteript at an illegal difperſion of their 


ſociety, and that he was well grounded in Apprebemling ſuch an 


the pol becauſe the focitties had been ſeveral times harraffed by 


5 


police officers; that once when the ſociety to Which he 85 
diced was affailed by the officers, he wal rememberett that 


re buſily y engaged in reading Addrefs' of . 
pi d „Pitt in £ of e 5 


A of. Richmont 
; and chat he in his conſcience knew theſe to be. for 


truths. 


hoes for the Duke of Richmont's. or Mr. 


e > 


N 


e Court.” 
i Ea eemingly aſemed 1 paſſed from the 


int, rd Freßdent; but 
hand is 


eine, < 1 ouſt dell the./Jearneds gentleman, —— 
5 . bert, Which de dare not e Al, 0 e, 


11 831110 82 755 


ET 


W deter make me ſhrink from what I Haye advan 5 1811 
The Lord Preſident. I lament the ene Jap 
"Which. has been uſed; and I am ſorry to remark, that Mr. 
E has betrayed an inchnatian to inflame, 5 
conciliate, [the —— employed in the proſecution for the 
U. 1 bope, however, that all the learned gentlemen willi 


Pecvivs how e it is for; the diſpatch of dünn do bare | 


ndefftanding.on the oecafion.*?!: 7.1.17 noo 
8 wards the witneſs, being interrogated, Kidz that Heres, 


' conviticed no 'perfon meant to make any other uſe of the woo | 


Ton 1 had ſtated as his oτ de 18 zuthat che Lambeth 
ociation had been incorporuted for that purpeſe 1 that 
of Fee yr wt that Hardy, the ptiſoner, had canduc- 


ee 505 manner. that he nevet heard him 


of A improper expreſſions; that he never heard tym; 
Au ching about pikes; and that he had alw rug 
e — of vieles. 


/ 


2 . 


> 8 
a 
8 


Mr Etfline, * I with it to. be underſtons that 75 2 
"The be Lord rd Preſident, 1 think this kin mnbecoming a 


WR WO POTS: Wh: 


A0 General « I cannot fit in Plea alben 
1 N Rippant oblerva-. 


"The Attorney General, « "The change of place or ee | 


+ SES 
- * . 
- * 4 


Ti 2244 5 


a 9 &. From whom did you firſt receive the; . 
Cake play-bill now brought forward? 
Tbe Fond Preſident. . Bt Ridiculous play-bill! I think it is 
en 1 . ' 
ine. e [ agree cordially with your. ordſhip. 1 is 
Avery infamaus bill! From whom di 2 receive it?? 
. ._ i Edwards. I ſau it firſt in the poſſeſſion of Baxter, — 9 
Ti eſted to procure me a copy... 
= Erſkine. © 8 you believe that Hardy, the priſoner, 
would avs appror ed of ſuch an infamous hill ?” | 
Edwards. * From what I-know of Hardy, . 
"hat he would by no means approve, or encourage, the circula- 
tion of ſuch a bill” 
Mr. Garrow. Were not the- pikes formed to N the 
| andingof the RES KN as they were called 7 train 
men ? TIF 
Edwards. No. 
gs Nor pon wi oath, was your pike begun be- 
—_ that time, and for what 
©. Edwards. All the alluſion when I mike to the Heſfians 
"was, that I had begun or finiſhed: my pike, Juſt at the time 
when the Heſſians had landed.in this country without the con- 
ſent of Parliament; and that this inſtrument had been formed 
to. revent an illegal diſperſion. of our Society. 4 
" Samuel V illiamt depoled, that he knew Hardy, the priſaner, 
to whom he applied for a ticket Jar, the gal dinner, but 
Was refuſed, not being a member. then went to him. and 
s ea pair of 1 and afterwards a pair of boots, and by 
the introduction of a Mr. Franklow, was admitted a member 85 
the ſociety, He was ſoon appointed to inſtruct ſome five or 
1 in te manual exerciſe, at x Spence s houſe in Turnſtile, 
Le two pair of ſtairs. Hardy told 2 ca 
od to raiſe an armed Peter, ef) had he poſt 
e 95 ,. teaching his men himſelf their exerciſe at 
"Lambeth... ams ſupplied. them with. ſeven ſtand of arms, 
for which he was en by EF ranklow. He ſaid, that the armed 
__ ſociety at Lambeth was compoſed of different A from thoſe 
be ſaw at 9815 5». And. that hex were to have 60 e 
bayonets complete. 
1 The * then read the1 reg ulations by which they were to be 
ed. There. was to be x Captain, 1 eie, lan LY 
- a ay Major, and bo rank and fle, a Fif 
er; SC. &c. 
1 faid,. that F ranklow appeared i in is ſociety with his mi- 
uniform; and that it Was their avowed i intention | 1 
ae by force of arms, if not by fair means, Ft 5 
r. 


2 


I. 145 13 


Mr. Gibbs ſubmitted that this-evidence did- not ap ply in the 
leaſt to the priſoner, * Hardy: Where a ſet of men 3 joined 
in a conſpiracy, all the parties were aceguntable for the conduct 
of any one of them, as far as regarded that ſame conſpiracy; but 


here was a man, Franklow, who, though belongi to the Cor- 


reſpondin 9 5 was inſtituting er ſociety himſelf, un- 
ents as far as the evidence went, with the matter mis 


. He did not alloys chat Hardy either FS bin br 
ider in this thinla&on ie eee 4 


3 Lord P reſident faid;' chat in this case (oma ee en- . de 


| dence ray: be ere "which had no nnen relation to. 
nen, , Of EB Ba fer: 
liams 50 pecans to ſwear, that a Parliamentary Re- 
form was not the general topie of converſation in their mettin 
and that in Hardy's ſhop, and in his preſence, he was con 
about drilling 1000 men, which he declined undertaking. 
The Lord Preſident obſerving, that there Was nothing' Sol u. 


*P 


cable to the preſent caſe in . of this ane * Was 


anne de Rand down, e e ee e e ee eee 
ls 341 < IH N i * it; 1 „ 5 2 7 ce 8 


n at 0 — Sabnders examined. #1 teh + 


On dhe ad of April laſt, he went to Sbelwedy r Su Bo- 


High, where there were ſeven or eight ſtand af* arms, 
twenty. ſeven or twenty-eit 
as he thinks but knows 


| of them were of that de- 
ſcription. From the IJ of We ril'to the firſt of May, he at- 
tended at St. James's, and the Bel at . %% N Where he 
was drilled wi ices by illiams, Franklow, and ugh. 
On the 2d of April, he; heard ſome membe ga that 4 
Parliamentary] Refalm muſt be carried at the of che b AYO- 
net. In a en met on og laſt; in in Shire-kine, * 
heard a member ſay, myſtetioully, that Pitt went over the bridge 
a. 1 o'clock, but did not know What bridge was meantby 
Another announced the defeatof the Britiſh army as a pi 


ht an of the 8 5 88 : 


of good news; and on gl one of the King's meſſen- 


Si was: 2 8 1 chit 
1 were it! His" own fathe oe his brother.” © a 
6 fs his crofs-exarmitiation;” Ke acknowledged that he was a f 
but ſaid he was led into, the ſociety by means of à bet. He did 


BN" Je he" Wake betok | 


"not then AE who uſed the expreſſion of | f carrying reform at the | | 


It 3 1 bay net. It A happened in in  gefieral N 


el 3 #2107 WEE; 


bend nbibet of $18 London Corea K Se) 
in Aptil 17945 in 9 of * ms 


ard F examined.” „ 155 | 


” which bean by them, re 
with Mc. Wi ty a magiſtrate.” '' When he was admitt 
3 the 15th of April, at 1 9 — chere were about — 
bers pteſent. I. was the day after the meeting at Chalk Farm. 
The members talked much of the fate of Charles I. and being, 
ashe ſu elated after the meeting, they alſo declared that 
the Britiſh'Convention; like that of France, muſt be ſup 
by arms. He went afterwards, with Hillier, to viſit Dr. odg- 
E. in-Newgat A with whom he was before unacquainted, and 
chere were a number of perſons preſent. Hodgſon e 
if he had ſeen the New Conſtitution of the Correſponding So = 
monde „ ped that he had not, as he was a very young 
» Des one of the priſoners then ee was 
ne of the toaſts ven; was, : 
la” The world a republic o a defart,”?  -- -/ 
thy H. 3 amongſt other things, that ho hoped ſoon to ſee 
©» revolutionary tri eſtabliſhed in this country. 
e ſame evening Ap ril2$, he went to meet the 11th . 
Fion, where Wright, the * dele te; faid, that he was provided 
with his arms, and {6 ſhould the other members. Gordon, the 
ſeeretary, whois ſince gone to America, aſſured the ſogiety 
"that he was forry — ie & elite — were about 
W act as nog as think, and to regenerate their county. 
e 1 Hillier to his 9 bouſe, wh ſhewed 
; him and the drawings of pi bikes, knives, &c. which he 
- id were the ihftruments ſoon 10 be e made uſe of. He added, 
"Wa the” principal dependance of che fociety was in ſeizi 
| 1 yer o er the 1 Royal Family, and the members of 
Parliament, after which nothing was to be 
Pn doh ary; a6 ty would Bae Ee Leader to re 
And that they could not Faibes be allured by the additional ply: of 
ee 2-day, inſtead bf fix-pence. : One of the parties 
= this converfetion was very When n liquor, but the reſt were 


ea of May, be mer with Hill, 
Mae and Baxter. The la ſaid, that he had been with Mr. 
Joyce, Chaplain to Lord Stanhope, who aſſured him, that 
ugh the miniſters had taken up \ Sine he was a man of ſuf- 
ficient firmneſs to remove all apprehenſion- Baxter alſo ſaid, 
that the committee of correſpondence and co-operation was 
drawing up an addreſs to the armies, accompanied by ſome 
- Rrong reſolutions; that à perſon of the name of Moore, was 
particularly active and ſucceſsful in gaining over the military; 
that of the old ſoldiers in Weſtminſter, one third was already 

_ "gained, and the other two would not act a againſt them. Bas. 


* 2; 2 7 


der nid, 2 officer, * the Queen, _ 


Paris. 
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he would, {he know how-to — 
8K the ſign of the Pazret, in 
— and, uſing his — * 
hs come gut, and not only furniſh hi 
_— but alſo have him inſtrn ted in che uſe of it. 
if a Reform oquld not be effected without coming tp 
Baxter ——_— ar, is not à man in the Society who 
Par tary Reform is all we want; and withy 
meaſures of the Han 


11 
8 


th 
he 


F 
i 


2 
E 
10 


ft 


; which human nature could. not bear. | 
. He ſaid that the heads of many thouſand pikes were —_— 
turing at Sheffield, but that the Rocks would be made in town. 
That ſilence, however, ſhould be obſerved in the diviſſons until 
che new conſtitution ſhould he aſtabliſhed, as there were ſpies 
amongſt them. A part of the lan was to ſet the French pri- 
enen of war at liberty, and if the emigrants made an 


Ir. Pitt, Mr. Dundas, and Mr. Reeves, were menti- 
aned amongſt the enemies of the people, whom it would be ne 
 calfary to ſecure. Tbe purport of the to the army was 
to ſow jealoufies between che Britiſh troops: and dhe French 
— — to explain to chem the 2 of their. treatment, 
and propuſe, on the part of the ſogieties, more e 
6 and to have their pay increaſed to 16. Od. per day. 
> On May the Br he atonded apother mocting at « Hiller's, 
but as that was ſubſequent to Hardy's being ups; Mr. 
Garrow did not think ns eee Was e  propereſt time far o- 
NES 11 t lice! s| 
bo tet tit eee e 
i i Glens ks ce, Braninad VAT 5 ＋ 
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5 3 Fu WE] an „ in the 
| wriing way z was a dealer in naval ſtares, but did ſay the di- 
; contrary.of this to Mr. W orchip. Never ll be e 
— King; . iq any 0% go by his name; went by the 
Douglas ten „and was in that name a hair - 
dreſſer ſeven ears in — 35 took the name from 
velde, his h i « Taba * 


* 


0 1 


veral journeymen | Played th part of Douglas foren years; 
knew Mr. Lincoln, borrowed — * him (a twenty pound 
note) four or five years ago; and him a note in the name 
1 Douglas, and paid part by Mimtelf and part by his wife. 
* W the croſs examination was interrupted by Mr. Garrow, 
or fancying that he ſa Mr. Macnamara, who fat 
not = — Ao from: — priſoner, uſing ſome geſtures to embar- 


_ _ raſs the witneſs, requeſted that he e eee with 


l upon the beneh if he eould not be quiet. 
Mr. Macnamara wiſſied to know in what he was not quiet. 


Mr. Garrow explained, that as he appeared to be communi- 
ceuting with the Counſel againſt the proſecution, it was right that 


he ſhould do fo in the full face of the Court, as the witneſs was 
already ſuffciently agitated by the nature of the examination, 
- Without the intervention of a gentleman of ſo much conſidera- 
tion, and once a Member of Parliament. 
Fhe witneſs then proceeded to ſtate, thathe told Worſhip he | 
was a dealer in naval ſtores, becauſe he -told him if he was a 
Cloak he would not give him what he wanted, but did not 
inſt the King, or uſe inflammatory expreſſions in the 

1 ſwears * that he never ſaid, why do not yu 
arin? He knew a Mrs. Colman, who rented a ſhop of hin, 
-died at his houſe, and he buried her; ſheleft-a will, leaving her 
property to Burrows and Leech; don't know Mrs. Biffin; z he 
Heſitated to anfwer whether Were was a complaint made againſt 
him reſpecting that wil ; Leech was a hair-dreſſer, and Bur- 
rows à relation; he (the witneſs) made the will; never heard 
that he was charged with having forged that will; knew Mr. 
Cor, a cheeſemonger, with whom he dealt, for a ſhop his 
_ wife kept; never dealt in naval ſtores, though he did in pa- 
per ſtuff; did not ſay that he got things for a fifth of their 
value, by feeing the keeper to under- ſell them did not tell 
Hillier that he was in the habit- of ſealing » out? whatever 
he tald+-him-was for the Porpoſar of; cates r 
Fam bim 

The points * charaQter being diſcuſſed, Mr. Eifuine, chough 


| he, exerted great ingenuity, was not able to extract from him 


obſervable variation in his firſt teſtimony. 

A Garrow, to explain the circumſtances relative to the af- 
fair of Mr. Macnamara,—The- enen gave the following ac- 
count: He gave a note to Mr. Lincoln for 10l. or ten guinea 
of which there remained about four guineas due, and no de- 
mand was made upon him till the preſent 9 was 
inſtituted. Mr. Macnamara met him at the London Cof- 
fes-houſe, told him he was a man of conſiderable. — | 
ty, and a ai the * but that be would ſe 


1 * 3 Jul ſtice 


. 


Fee and the debt owing: to him would be yoken of 
in Court. 

The witneſs ſaid, that he was a ſtranger to Mr. 3 
and that they were in an improper place for entering upon er 
Planations. Mr. Macnamara uſed no other threat, + 

Mr. Garrow then aſked him if he had been under any pro- 
ſevution for the forgery. of the will to which Mr. Tells” 
alluded? The priſoner anſwered in the negative. 

Here the buſineſs concluded, the Jury again remitted . 
fleep at the Hummums, and at en Wen in FO I 
the Court e to * : 
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The court met at nine o'clock, and. Mr. Hardy being 
placed at the bar, 4 
Mr. Attorney General produced two Papars found at the 3 
prifoucr's houſe, dated July, 1792, and dreſſed to a Mr. 
ouflel (now in Newgate) as a Member of the Conſtitutional = 
Society. It would appear that theſe papers were produced 
merely to prove that Rouſſel Was implicated in the en 
conſpi 
1 Bailey proved the nn of two papers at Roufſel's he 
epaſtmicnes; One of them was a ſmall pamphlet, containing 
directions far learning the manual exerciſe. It was intended 
as a gloffary to the engraving that was produced laſt night, de- 
ſcribing the different poſitions in platoon firing. 
The other was a ſong, which, without any imputation of 
blame to the Counſel on either ſide, happened to be read before 
the Courtpereeived that it was not legal evidence, inaſmuch 
as it had b n ſeized ſubleduent to the apprehenſion of Mr. - * 
Hard "4 7 
| The Court and the learned Counſel regretted this circum- | 
ſtance exceedingly, and hoped! the Jury would endeavour to 
expunge it from their minds. As ta the book, it appeared by by 
the title page to have been Lg previous to the arreſt of 
| the priſoner, and it was thou ugh er evidence. © | 
Several papers found on ell I. Thetwaltt and Martin, Der 
the priſoner had been taken up, were produced. They were 
Judged good evidence, | 1 "OY Tn. to "he - baſh * 


E go 1 
Chalk Form, — to have been prepared for that 
; montUng in April laft. | 
Mr. Gibbs, begged to ate tho eee winches, in the 
- proaſentjuſtance, it came within the rules of evidence, to bring 
forward papers, bearing date the 1th of May, as Hardy, the 
„ was taken up on the 12th of that month. 
Chief Juſtice Eyre ſaid, that certainly the paper which. bed 
been read, might have been after the Priſoner" was in 
; and the cireumſtance of it's having been found was 
no proof that it had cxiſted before the period of his 
Fon, except evidence could be brought to prove chat it was 
then 1 in exiſtence. $7 
Fohn Groves was then called, Who depoſed, that how was 
preſent at a meeting of the Correſponding Society, on the 20th 
of Fantiuary, 1794 3 that he was — deſired, by a parti- 
cular geutlemad, to become à member, which accor ingly he 
did. The name of this gentleman he had no objection to 
mention, but was told by the Counſel for the proſecution that 
there was no occafion. At the meeting where he firſt at- 
tended, Martin was in the chair, an Addreſs was read, and a 
: 92 many toaſts given, which he did not now recollect. 
Do you'remember any part wa o es in the 
Fertig at which y a of Vun. 0 | 
We There was 8 general talk of 22261 Sufrage and An- 
- R 
8 on became a member - the au wie 
* fled to be their object? 
X A Reform of Parliament. 
e eee which che bers wo attain 
Io 0 


y enlightening the minds of the lower claſſes, in order 
chat they. might anire at che knowledge of their nate 


Q. What e n means did take in ander to- : 
Ds cople ? ay | 


f + "pamphlets Tuited to their cr 


Q. Do you not recolle the names of ſome of the perſons, | 
who were ſo loud in che cauſes of Univerſal Sue and An- 
wy] Parliaments ? 

4. Icamor mention their names fe was the general voice 


«fche 3 
Hot of ting and e th dura 


Cm you never | he: f ak 


— 1 never did. . TOW i hs; £ 
"SG" Were you ant at anyof mare Laa; 2 
; , , 
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4. Ves, [was te or three times pt W © Hh 
2 575 was the ſubject of theſe Lecture: 
eral abuſe of Admiviſtration. 
Did he not touch on the abs of the Lone; | 
hive — ſpeak of the King? 
A. In terms of contempt. 
\ Qu, Do you recolle&t any of thoſe terms ? . 8 
2 He called him a Solomon. : 
3 he N of the other branches of the 
1 A. As entirely corrupt pt. 
Q. Did he fas then that they ought to be deſtroyed 7 
55 & No, but f bee ought to be new modelled. 
Q. What means did he recommend for that purpoſe ? 2 
A Annual Parliaments and Univerſal Suffrage. The wit- 
geſs then proceeded to ſtate, that he was preſent at the meet- 
ing of the Correſponding Society at. Chalk Farm, on the 14th 
of February. Lovatt was in the chair; a letter was read from 
the Friends of the People, and an Addreſs propoſedz ſome 
Printed papers were Ar nt to the perſons preſent. He was 


3 ns bad any of theſe printed papers about him, and 


upon anſwering in the affirmative, was required to produce 
them. The printed account. of the proceedings | at Chalk 
Farm was then read. 
How was the letter a the Society o of, "the e Friends of - 
the People received? _ 
A. With univerſal | fence and . res , 
Did you go to farm in com with n 
ie Tes l Mr. Thelwall. pany? any : 
. Q. Where was the meeting firſt to have taken place? 
A. It was. propoſed to have taken place at Store-ſtreet, | 
Why was it afterwards 7. 5 
A. I was told by Mr. Thelwall it was only to be g ien out 
that it was to take 2 ace at Store · ſtreet, becauſe they were 
afraid that the magiſtrates might interfere; accordingly at the 
door of the houſe, there was a notice ſtuck up that it was to be 
held at Chalk Farm. | 
Q. Who were the prinial perſons who hehe and hed 5 
the meeting? pf 
A. 1 Thelwall, Richter, Hodlon. 75 
| -.Q, Do; you recollect any thing ſaid about * 
A. Yes, Thelwall ſaid that he would permit all ſpies to be 
preſent at that meeting, for the account. they would have tg 
carry home of the numbers. of the Correlponding .Sqgiety, 


would be 10 her W news to their . ers. 
b. 


1 Do you recollect in an ya reſolition that paſſed on that 
a ſev. | e phraſe Britiſh” * e to 1 | s 
*3 6.0 


+ Yes... tf 
"that: Hardy ' faid * at the 


Ke. Jon recolle&, a 


$A: I recolle& bim only to bare uttered ree Words. 

_ _ + Q, What were theſe? . „ ee 
While Richter was ing Me "lations: hs Agel "I 

make ſome remark of his on, when, TH. ſaid, « Read 

| ** Aſter the meeting was over, where. did jou adjourn t 0 : 


pou evening ? 
AA. I.adjourned along with Thelwall to the public-houfe' in 


= : Compton- ſtreet, where the diviſion met, and there indeed I 
© heard ſomething that much aſtoniſhed me; for Thelwall tak- 
ing up a pot of porter, and ag off the head, ſaid, „ Thus 
would 1 have all Kings ferved,” or ,* Thus I. would ſerve alt 
; a oh J eannot exaQtly. recolle&. which of theſe expreſſions. ” 
| | 8 Was there any particular toalt afterwards given 1 W 
| - 1A, Yes;*Thelwall gave, „ The Lam tron at che end of 8 
Ee ſtreets” and called upon another perſon to cover 1 
it, who hay « And at the. Treaſury Bench 2 
o yon know a petſon of the name of Green, « or recol- 
| leck a particular. expreſſions which he ufd? 0} 
„A. Yes; he once ſaid, % That the pretexts of annual. Pa — 
amen aud univerſal luffrages. N only ladders to, (ts. 
their ends.. 
bare yp ever he you a knife of a erde 6 = 
1 Ait Biel 2; 
ok * mestigg as Chalktirih, this Gitng in in a rs 
about ten; and was rather, furpriſed at 3 that fiye or 
fix of them produced out of theit p 1 Gpbl) inſtruments | 
__cxactly correſponding; with each other. Theſe reſemble What 
the French call cautenl eker; gpening with a f pring, and not. 
70 Ry backs One of the; company 1 That. theſe. 
e bread and cheeſe eee at which I co 7 0 obſerve'a. mile 
their countenangeg. I was told that I might have one st 
Mo. Green's ſhop, Orange-ſtreet; Leict ceſter⸗Helds; 1 went there 
about/a'week after z he told me; that he had, fold about two 
or three hundred of theſe knives, and, i the parlour door bein 
open, defired me to ſpeak Pry ws « 5 faid he, « * 2210 
25 7 is a damried Afiflocrat?” 15 ö | 
on being aſced whether be eecollatied's 17 m farther : 
of hs 1 | bioceadjnge'of the ſociety, he ſaid, that at one meeting 


hich b he was — an ä was made to 5 wal g 
ome 


$0 735 f 


© 


 fome relief to. Dr. Dana then confined i in N ian | 
was refuſed, and the reaſon aſſigned, was, on account. of his 
extreme violence, and he believed, it was alſo mentioned that 
he was no member of the Correſponding Society. He was 
preſent at the dinner of the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation, held at the Crown and Anchor, on the ſecond of 
May laſt. He. ſtated, that Hardy brought him a ticket for 
that dinner; he put his hand into his pocket, but was told that 
there was nothing to be paid for it. Previous to the company 
deer aſſembled to dine, ſome very bad news had arrived from 
Continent, and ſeemed to diffuſe an air of general ſatis. 
faction. A copy of a ſong was delivered to every individual 
of the company, and there was likewiſe a paper ow: on edcls 
plate, but its contents he did not recollect. 5 Hr 
2 . was in the chair? 61 ani 21404, aged 
A. Horne Tooke. _ 

' The Counſel! defired him to recöllect bie, and has be 
ſaid he believed the chairman was not Horne Tooke, but * 
Wharton, Member of Parliament. 

Q. Had you any muſic? _. py 

A. The moment the company entered the den the 
air of ga-ira ſtruck up, and continued to be playing during 
the whole time of dinner, being repeatedly encored; it was 
followed by the Marſeilles march, and'the Carmagnole. 5 

What effect did theſe airs produce upon the Company ? 

A.” They called forth an 'univerſal peal of approbation 3 the 
clapping continued ſo loud and ſo long chat hands ſmarted, 
and ears ached. 2 

Q. What took place after d innen? 

A, Horne Tooke got up; he faid that there were * the 
room ſome government 9 75 and thoſe he wiſhed in the firſt 
place to addreſs. To this I particularly attended. He defired, 
the company to remark thit he was not in a ſtate of inebria- 
tion, for having ſomething to ſay, he had taken care to re- 
frain from the indulgence of his glaſs. He then proceeded: ä 
he called the Treafury Bench a ſcoundrel fink of corruption: 
and the oppoſition, a ſcoundrel 'fink of oppoſition'; he ſaid. 
there was a junction between theſe two patties for the purpoſe. 
of deſtroying the Rights and Liberties of the Nation. | He 
then, ſpeaking of the hereditary. nobility, aſked, whether 
that kip-jack Jenkinfon could be conſidered as one of the” AD | 
reditary Nobility. n 

* hat did he * of the Houſe of Ira ? 1 
Ns my memory ſeves me f right, he paid them 2 the 
ſame fort of compliment, which he * already paid the Houſe 


N 


. | 8 
U . 


_ x 
Fane 
_—_— 


Chief Juſtice 8 Six J in giring > evidence, do not uſe 
that language, in talking of the {ame ſort of compliment; con- 
fine yourſelf to faQts and expreſhons which 3 were made. 


. uſe e 7 


W How did he expreſs himſelf of the King 8 one” 
A. He called the King a Por . but whether to amuſe 


5 ry abuſe 1 know not, 


be was his ſpeech received X7 „„ its 
Wich great applauſe. | LED 
0.7 Was there any ſong ſung upon the onieien ? | | 


| 15 A. Tes; there was a on to the tune of God Cano "5 


Ring,” but I do not recollect whether it was ſung by Horne 
Tooke,' or whether he only added a verſe, which he ſaid had 
been forgotten. This was the ſong of which a copy was | 
handed about to each of the company, previous to dinner. 
The Attorney General. This was the ſong, a copy. of which 


25 was read! in Oy in the aun of ae. 35 
8 4 4 „ 
* 58 x: 1 8 oth CONE WY | 
e Cat une y Mr: c. e ei Ts) 
. Me. 3 what are you? £ bet ct 
A+. I haye, been a e 5 5 dle two! or r three 4a 
 ryemty.y ears. Nan | 5 itt 15 
5 Are you: E folicitar? - i . 60 3b 1 Jack 


* 


* 


38 


4 
- 


5 2 . Were ſent, you ſay,” by a tas; ref) 
— 


2 Lam not a ſolicitor in W e 157 
L did not alk: whether: you were a folicitve i in * 
1 Skother you were a ſolicitor. - You do not anſwer; do 
you: not underſtand the meaning of the queſtion £ Are _ 
not a ſolicitor at-the. Old Bailey? - 
A. Iam; 1. did not indeed at fiſt underſtand be mean meaning 
of, ;your'queſtion. . SY 
What, you 5 1 that 58 were a ſolicitor at the 


\ 


5 Old ley, and thought it a ſatisſactory anſwer” to my queſ-” 0 


8 tu tell me that you were not a ſolicitor in chancery? 
A. I intended to give a direct anſwer. ; Fay 
' Q-T have no doubt that your ignorance was ;nvoluntary; 
it Vas very natural that you'ſhould forget your profeſſion in 
the court where you praftiſe; but when aid you firſt and” 
the.meetings of the'Correſponding . BUTTE 3 
5 8 In the month of January. Mc „„ 035 


j 6 2 employed to attend 252 a gentleman hig Lin 
the. purpoſe ot -procuring information. A e 5 
" Fn Za I muſt remark TSS: not babes Of Gar g. | 


| mano: conecal his name. 


i . F e 
„ e 3 + of t- 
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4 „Wige i Cadureſlit the Chief Tultice.)'« « 'My 255 it 4 


proper queſtion 7—I it is, I am ready to anſwer it.“ 

Mr. Gibbg—« If i it was an improper N I would not 
have aſked it.“ ; 
Chief Juſtlee Eyre: Mr, Gibbs, he has admitted all that 
is neceſſary for your purpoſe, by ſaying that he was ſent to 
theſe meetings to procure information. I conceive that it 
would not be expedient to anſwer your queſtion, as he has 
confeſſed that he was employed by a perfon high in office, and 
to require from him the name of his employer, might lead to 
e of diſcuſſion, 9 Which has nothing te to do with the . 

. How aroſe your iconneQis on with your employer? 

x F have had the hondur of bein; perſonally 9 5 * 
him for theſe ten years, durinj which have enjoyed his con- 
fidence. That gentleman would nbt employ me on any. thing 
diſhonourable; he made uſe of me in order to procure 4 
ſary information, and I have very different ideas of the na- 

ture of that W from what are generally. enter- 
tained, _ 219 0 
Q I dare ſay chat the OI woull employ yol Fi -$0= 
thing which you conceived to be Jiſhovourabley as well ay” 
that your ideas on the ſubje& are very different” from thoſe 

| which are generally entertained. * But from the amount of ol 
you. have ſaid, am I to underſtand that you never were'pt = 
at any of the meetings, except in the character of a ſpy ? 

A. If to be employed to procure neceſſary information de- 
ſerves the appellation, I muſt be eontent to bear it. el Jol. 

Then you confeſs that as a Spy——» (ET IP" | 

' Chief Jultice Eyre. « Mr. Gibbs, he has 2dwitiew: that his 

object was to diſcloſe information, L muſt e wy name, 
of wy ſort hong 2 to a 8 2 


— 5 


you wp oper? 9 25 


Yow fay that chars e 4 e company at the b. 


ireng that you attended? 70085 


A. So very numerous that: PE. Hor: broke down; aid we — 5 


were obliged to remove to another room. 


And how, happened in Sir, bat you,” going nere s 


you did to collect information in order that you mi he 8 

wards be able to bring it forward iy evidence againſt individu- 

ale made yourſelf maſter of no particular fact, of nen- 
n which can be made the ground of a diteck x rſoriat- 


charge ? Did you conceive it ſufficient for the purpoſe of in- 
= Examination that your ſhould bring * evidence, r 
+5 


10 


1 
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= it 1 5 univerſal: 6 and 
BZ nual parhaments !— 8 
= Chief Juſtice Eyre. « Mr, Gibbs, you go beyond the hone | 
= - 1 crols-examination..; Tou are only to probe into all facts, 
| and to endeayour to bring forward ſuch as have not come out 
| In the edurſe of the examination. Tou ought. not to intro- 
1 Just ſuch a periphraſis as you have juſt now done. 
=” Mr. Erſkine. I do not conceive. that my learned friend 
=. 3 exceeded the uſual limits of croſs- examination. What be 
addreſſed to the witneſs may be taken as a queſtion. How. 
do vou, having been employed for the expreſs purpoſe of 
- procuring information, account: for being ſo deficient in your 
knowledge of particular facts d. I have ng practiſed theſe 
ſeyenteen years, and I recollect an inſtance. when a learned 
= „Judge (Buller), now on the bench, preſided, Mr. Garrow, 
=, who was then introduced to the bar, at which he now ranks 
es put a queſtion to. a witneſs, to which I objected ; it 
tturned out to be in the courſe of een and the 
e h was raiſed againſt me.” in 

3 Buller. < 1 confeſs, that a greater latitude hoon | 
introduced into crol&examination. than, perhaps, is proper. 
It has, in ſome degree, been ſanctioned by practice. It is 
me ahle io lead the evidence to the point to which counſel 
i may. with to bring him; but certainly not to put words into 


1 1 which make direct] 1 N himſelf.” 
= Juſtice, Eyre... £ In eſe. caſes. my; judgment. is, 
; that it is the buſineſs of counſel to get at the particular. Any 
"remarks on the nature of the evidence ought to be reſerved. to 
their proper place, in the reply.” 
Mx. Gibbs. I am happy to find myſelf. ſupported by-1 the 
_ authority of my learned friend, with reſpect to the pra 8 
| Rn, Ea my Lord, that I feel myſelf, conſiderably 
= eee JIE we incurred any remark from you, with er 
_ We my mode of conducting the examination.” 
= --.. Chief Juſtice 3 and the Attorney General took an op- 
Se 1 profels the higheſt eſteem and reſpect for Mr. 
bbs. ay is proſelionaf Fapacity 3 ; cb e eee 
13 o * | 
** ou are then emploged, in the law z wt 5 
4 Yeu not practiſed theſe x 1 6% 
"= 9 * 5 to i — you 22 declined prage- 
no hutineis, was £ to, CHOY 313.4 
1 FOUgNE £0,304. 


rye 4: „ 


indeed! How, Jappened ; it at 1 
Ae e e 


8 


; 2, f an 3. 


m— ? 


A. When I-firſt went ilicn, Vive 3 to 1 * 


every pe rſon in the company, and could not, ee ig 
minate * particular ſpeakers. . 

Lou went eren, you: un, to Chalk Farm 7 

A. T3: 75 

Q. On that ogeakion, you ben to have ned your on 
Thelwal "1 

A. No; he uad. himſelf on 'me—we met ar ile a 


e ene in e ee wheee-!ther weeding, which pitt. - 


wards'they thought proper to adjourn to Chalk Farm, was 
originally pro paſed th have been held, and <Thelwall derte 
n there with 4 view to attend, ſaid, «© come along.“ 
Q. Was there not at FRY n a great cy againſt et 
- 4h es.. & 
" "QUE ſuppoſe then that you joined in that ory bi. | 
i as L certainly did. 1 a ATE 
"Thi you ſee any perſon whom you knew? | Aust 
ee 1 
ber was his name? e ee een ee 014142; 
A. Walſh. | e548 Fl | 
Q. Was an enquiry made to you eehte your knowe, 
tie of him? 
A. Yes; I was aſked who he was, and I anſwered e 
him to'be a perſon em loyed by government. - 
Q. And you _— im "On he had dee qhere/ as procu 
information? Kos | ads nc 
A. I did, | 


80 you admitted that we was a TTY 08. dies 5 15 \ 


800 . 5 


Q. You conceived hich on that ene to e in the | 
[guns capacity with NODE for the N of N *, 


coveries f 
I did. | To 
N Lou ſaid; thas you akne he was a-perfon ere by 
government, and a ſpy? 
A. I was carried acroſs the . bigs ſome of the members 
who ſuſpected him, for the purpoſe. of telling who he was ; 
beſides he had the OY King and Conflitation inſcribed on his 
buttons. 2 ,0 


2 you ae a perſon i in the ſame fituation with -*Y 
your | 


If employed by government, and with the words King | 
and Conſtitution'inſcribed' on his buttons, to be 2 ſpy. Was 


e — 


* 8 

1 P - * 
a8 - 

— 


9 
* 
C : 
* \ 
. 
4 1 
k 


2 


= 


— 8 wet 
_—_ ” | 
we 


: loſt't 


. | t 158 1 | 
2: get keto 1 torn in pleccs, by the perſons, at whole ex. 


Pence he came to make bay hr 8 
A, Had I not made the deelar 5, 1 migh have been my- | 
{elf fuſpetted. | 
Q. Oh! it was only a fetch Pl cunning in order to oontesl 
pr owh character; and I think . told us before, that Mr. 
helwall had faid, he wiſhed MW pies ta, he admitted. What 
might be the number preſent? . | 
A. I ſuppoſe about two or three 8 of whom: hw. 
ever only about eight or nine hundred belonged to the Conſti- 
tutional Society. The others were drawn there by curioſity- 
At that meeting you ſaw ſome knives of a particular 
deſcription; emiploye d by the company in . eating bread and 
cheeſe. Had not you ofren ſcen ſuch knives' fore ? bn 
CA. T certainly —_ 4 
Did not you know that t were cxecedin 13 common? 
I Gertatily T aid.” hey. WY 
. You were Alter warde, vou 5 preſent at the Crown | 
and Anchor, on the 2d of May? 2 
'A. 1 was, and was very much aſtoniſhed to find,. on . 
# ev room, fo great. a number” of Mere he ene 
embled. | 
hen no doubt you was. but how did you contrive to. 0 


into their company? Ng 
A. THave mentioned that 1 bad been preſented with A: Nw I 
et for the dinner by Mr. Hardy. 5 1 5 try ft 3 197 


. You: are. not 495 who. Was in fe Qhair 2. e * 
A: 1 now recolle&t that it way, Mr. Wharton.. 3 | 

- Did Mr. Horne Tooke, in the ſpeeth which ELIA 1 
on at occafion, and of which you Jerks e e 2 55 
* 4 che ancient hereditary nobi 7 | 
"Yes; he paid them every com — Cie to Ny 
. Did. ce 'not. alfo remark that "the ancient 3 3 455 4 
eir due influence in the country, in conſequence of the. . 
new nobility (I do not wiſh to make any offenbve. alluſion to * 
individuals) introduced by thoſe upon 5 ob conduct he had... a 
been adverting in the Houſe of Commons 12113101 

A. F now recolle& he did. 

Did he not alſo Ipeak highly of the office of Kingin 4: 
Donſtitution? 

A. Tam clear he did, for he lamented. the cirrumltance of. 
the new nobility, in conjunction with a corrupt Houſe: of 
b uing, as he expreſſed it, to amuſe that poor '# 
man, the . 1 0 
Did he We any diet complaint then againſt the Con- 
d, except that perſons were introduced into the 2 


3 g 


— 


of Commons, and 


e 13 


2 


who reſtrained the due privileges of the crown, prixed 
the King of his proper weight in the Conſtitution? 
A. I perfectly recollect that he made uſe of thoſe expreſ-, 
ſions. 3 J ͤ ˙ RR 
Mr. Gurnell was next examined. He proved that a paper, 
Which was put into his hand, was found in the poſſeſſion of 


by this means into the Houſg of Peers 
and depri 4 


* 


the priſoner at the bar. On that paper was written a ſong to 


25 8 1 
on. * ; 


the tune of The Vicar of Bray.” 


en TIT 
Mr. Erſkine obſerved, that it was ſent to Mr. Hardy by 
John Thompſon: produced a pike, which he ſaid he found... 
in the poſſeſſion Ff one Hillier on the 18th of May laſt. "The . 
handle was about fix or feven fect, and the blade about 10 
inches or a foot. ue 
Carvage, who had been before examined, was again called. 
He had ſeen Margarot in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, and on 
his table he perceived'a' knife with a ſpring fimilar to thoſe. . 


_ which Mr. Groves ſaw at Chalk-farm. It appeared to be a 
knife that opened with a ſpring, nine or ten inches in length, .. 


_ ceived: rules of the Society, and in addreſs; did not kno 
7 


gate: ſtreet. 0 4 | : 5 a Do 1 abit 7 47-43 £513 ? \ . 1 > WE 
„This witneſs Nag e and tedious evidence, fram 
ſeveral books Which le Ha # 


out to the di 
LS LE, ST 


It was very hard” to ſhut after it was once open. © Sued 
On croſs-examination by Mr. Erſkine, the witneſs ſaid be , 
never ſaw a knife of that Lind before.” It lay on the tabſe, 
and Mr. Margarot eat his dinner with it, It was in no way © 
concealed';' and there were fix or ſeven people preſent, | It did 
not ſtrike the witneſs that there was any thing wrong in it, 
It was a curious Enife, and Margarot ſhewed it to him. 
| George Lynam depoſed, that he became a member of 8 
divifion, No. 12, at the ſign of the Manſion-houſe. Herr-. 


the date, but believed it was in March, 1792. The flirt. 

fon of the ſociety. adjourned from. thence, in 15 
Fenn, r RE Rh G5 

of intimation given to the Tandlord, to the Crown in New-, , 


K 


proceedings at the di t meetings and divifions.] _ 


P . i» 73 4 $24.4 : A 47 5 
The next meeting was at the Unicorn, Covent- garden 


© 


the room was full, and from fevent) to eighty perſons Were 
preſent. Hardy was there, whom he underſtood to be the ſen 
cretary. This was a meeting of . diviſion No. 2. There was 
brought forward Tom Paitie's adreſs to the French people, 
which was reported and rdf to be printed, and deliveres _ 


bens of the loch, ir was ale onderpd that © | 


1 


— 


& < #4 
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# paper, "entitled The Rights and Duty of Man, ſhould be 
continued weekly, He nent read an extract from his notes, 
deſcribing the mode in which the ſociety and diviſions did their 


+ , "Buſineſs. The next meeting was on the 31ſt of October, at 


the Crawn, Newgate ſtreet, where the addreſs to the French 
Eonvention. was reported and. agreed to. A letter was read 
from the editor of the Sheffield paper, at the diyiſion No. 2, 
at the Boar, which ſtated that it would be good to ſend down 
_ delegates to teach the farmers politics. A 4 0 from divi- 
ion No. 1 r, made à report that the ſociety at Stockport ap- 
Toved of the different proceedings of the meetings of the 
e e 
Eu the meſſenger, proved the findigg n paper in he 
priſoner's Rouſe, Hgned e Hardy” dated 'Monday May 1, 
1792, apppinting him a delegate to one of the diviſions, in 
Wien office he was to continue three months. 7 
"Alexander Grant proved the hand- writing. 
© Lynam continued his. evidence by adverting to what paſſed at 
the meeting. of the Crown, Newgate-ftreet, . at which nothing 
He was interrupted, by Mr. Bower, as ro what paſſed at di- 
AI. An inflammitory letter was read from Joel Barlow to the, 
National Conpention, and loudly applauded, and the report 
was made from the committee of delegates. It was alſo. re- 
Pre that the London Correſponding Society amounted to 
nine thoufand in number; and that the divifon No. 14, Spi- 
talfields, was inereaſing, and was in number equal to any other 
divikon- The firſt meeting of the ſociety, he ſaid, was at 
N. Boyd's, Exeter-ſtreet, when a letter was read from Major 
_ Johnſon, that he did not approve of the letter to the Conyen- 
tion; buy that he would prepare one. It was reported by a2 
delegate, that the addrefs of the ſociety was approved by the 
National Convention, and ordered to be ſent to the eighty-five. 
departments. At this meeting there was much talk about 
Judge Aſhhurft's charge to the Grand Jury. He was himſelf 
a delegate, and it was recommended to him to ſtate that it 
was necefiary to publiſh that the ſociety were not levellers, on 
+. account of the magiſtrates interfering with the publicans, and, 
threatening to take away their liren ce. 
Ihe witneſs ſtated the proceedings of the general commit- 
tee of delegates from the ſeveral diviſions of the Correſpond- 
188 Sogiety, at their meetings during the year 1792; but no- 
thing material turning on them, we forbear to repeat them. 
A the meeting of the delegates in Compton- ſtreet, on the 
totk of January, 1793, a letter was read from the — 
mandy 17 : E 


2 „ A 
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for reform, was rejected, then they might petition 


would be ſeryiceable. Be : 15 


01 to, pee a eb to PR Fe „ in e 
| to 


0 te ſociety, to abſtaig. om fo 


6 


ing conſideted AS ie | 


ſociety to put an end to all. further ndence an 
a e 4 Frie ds of the eſe On the 1 80 


| 15 1 5 Ws means they would 00 14 6g 0 


as 12 this qu Nig of Pr Il aid, their addreſs to thè Na- 
Ka 


e rance evinced their 1 of ade 


No oubt 8 
9 25 1 4 " The TO Ae ak be cry 56 N 


had ſept 30 copies 0 2 0 l er with 12 copics 

of, „Kier 5 Bee 0 in Banks e into the. 

A to be pre, * 
Metin 8 a motion, that out out of. 


each for 8 e th "hat cription, fix-pence. ſhoul be p- 
5 el os he diem to which he belonged and. E 
ven- pence for the defraying the charge.c of rent for roofs | 
where the peover for bee met. This, it was rematked; by a 
member, was 48555 plan for the ſupport and encouragement 
v 


of the pooret ions, fuck as Spitalfields, Moorkields, who. 
were ver „ and it was abſolutely necefſary, in caſe 
of 'rehRani 4 to. encourage.and: ſupport them. This the Wits. 


tan 
nels. ſtated,. not. rom, Nees, but from recollection. 


4 + 


divifions — | 55 As br Lan (ag number as all the bk 
4 put . - „ At anot F it was moved: aud 
TOR my of of 4 2 bſcriptions.in hand e 


applied 5 re the rent of the meeting- | 
N divifion, e and the ſame real on * 
Ggned at the time, darin Beleg and in caf caſe ot war . 
elled on to cxphin what. Was - 

1 the word war, ſaid it was at A 

wing, to mean. 2 riſing i in the country, en 
\ 14. At this meeting the meaſure aps (petition. t9 

r was! ee de 10 of reform. 92 | 
delegates from the Borough, and of the People, | 


were not for going ſo fa The Too 7 were for re- 
publicaniſm../ There wers three objects under confideration « Þ 
this meeting—to petition the King, ko pekte the Houle of-. 


Commons, or to call a Conyention. . 
Feb, 19. L he petition to Parliament was further 1 
* 80 I. was ſtated, that if their petition to Park Pena. 


A letter was read from the Friends of ople, dated x5 E 
of: e and. addreſſed 2 the Tociety, f in ee to one - 
| © from. 


C 162 7 


ny om of the firſt of February. ſtated that their plan 


It. 
n come forward. Their object was to create an or- 
8 ſhould ſpeak to the legillature it ſtated the reſo- 
tions. of the ſociety. not to give bp it's power of action to any 


Odder ſociety—the time of action may not be very far qiſtant. 
Feb. 29. Thanks voted to Mr. Fox, and the minority ok 

Þ > in the Houſe of Commons—as alſo. to Lord Lauderdale 

bor their ſp CG exertions i in the càuſe of; the 1 peg ple. . 
March 14. ne eting refolyed; that the. pe N to al 2 

RE Coutt be draws Bl on parchment; one for cach dele- 

pate, for the purpoſe of trying what coffec-houſe would, "take - 

E in, in order to procure ſignatures n 7 TI 

ref af Was 2 notice conimunicated 10 the 


7 * 


"3 EEE 


Merch 155 e to . in the . and 
- urging them to -perh {| 1 A 
motion was: made by. Mr, Margarot, to print the addrefs | 
- written by Mr. Friend, icooimpabiied ur remarks and Tow 
ments on particular 8 ge. = Ri 4 
March 28. A ſele& committee was a pointed. to draws ux 
us for. the guidance of the ſociety: the committee were te 
-. Tubmit de hben digeſted, to the conſideration of the 
fereral divifiors, * their ap tobation. Aenne en- 
tered into to 33 to all the 2c & throughout the kingdom 
Fequeſting th eir co-operation in the petiergs cauſe,” It Was alſo 
_ detetmined, that F oa be ſtuck üß in various f _ of 
- the town, duting the night, Hoy bgniztures to the peti- 
_ {tion to Parliament. It was likewiſe reſolved, Shi 3 nication 
* made to Mr. Francis tox reſent "the ſaid eg. 
April 29. The anniverla dinner of the ſowiery war hols 
6 the Grows: and Anchor Fils u, in the Strand. The Wit. 
; 41 5 was reſent at it. There Were many who Hlked' very 
5 Th hey ſeemed aſſured chat a rerolufion Would ſoon take 
5 toaſts were 5 the witneſs read, bur 
i - which have been long in 7 of the public, © CE IP, 
May 2. At the c of the "delegates at their uſualplace 
5 5; Compton-ftreet,. a letter was read from Mr. Francis, in 
Which he ſtates, that by radical refofm, the term wfed'in their 
intended petition, was generally underſtood univerſal ſuffrage 
27 5 a meaſure to which he was certainly no r "He" how- 
exer conſented to preſent their pekition. N 
The wityeſs was here aſked, and ſtated, that new! election 
| or delegates from the ſeveral diviſions of the London Correſ- 
9 2 SRP had taken ee in the 9 e 
W 8 . | TP | 9 Lan, 


Sh 722 s * 


COP 
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- - Lawziin, * the wellcuger, was called to identify a paper pe OT Il 
5 him in the poſſeſſion of the riſoner, agent n 6e other pa? 
pers. It was a letter figned C. J. Fox, in anſwer to an appli- 
cation from the ſociety, in which he ſtated, that having never 
refuſed to preſent a petition from any of his Cate Jo he 
wonld preſent their's, although repugnant to his ideas, as he 4 
conceived that by radical reform was enerally underſtood uni- 
verſal ſuffrage, to which he declared himſelf adverſe.” - f 4 

| " [Here the Court adjourned from four o'clock. fo half paſt 


five. 


pon the reſumption af the Court, Lynam Proc sde 10 
Yo detail of his evidence out of his written documents. 
16. At the next meeting of the delegates, an anony- 
mous un; rol addrefledio Mr, Hardy, as ſecretary to the ſociety, 
as read, expreſſing his patriotic zeal, his good ' wiſhes for 
7 ſociety, apprehenſions for their ſafety, and exbortations 
for ſpirited but prudent. conduct. A motion. was made for 
drawing up a remonſtrance againſt the- war. It was urge, 
that if à petition a peared againſt the war, it would n 0 
refute the idea of it's being a popular one, 
May 23. A propoſition. was made for calling a 1 meet þ.- 
1 1455 addreſs to the public was likewiſe propoſed. Le 
nis Letters to Lord Grenville were ſpoken of as proper for 
publication; but the matter was poſtponed, left it ſhould ap . 
1 as if they held communication with FrancſdweQ. 
2 b At this meeting Mr. Hardy propoſed to the ſo- 
os to cak up for three months, This 5 propoſition \ was ne. 
ved. 2 1 
9 6. 4 public meeting w was talked of, to be adyertiſed, 5 
There was to be no dinner. The meeting to be called for five, 
and proceed to buſineſs at fix in the evening. Thanks were 
_ voted to Mr. Wharton, for his ſpeech 1 in Parliament upon re- 
form, and ordered to be printed four times: the ſpeech itſelf 
was ordered to be printed, together with comments thereon, 
and a committee appointed to. draw them up. A letter from a 
ſociety at Leeds ws read, requeſting to correſpond with the 
Macha and ſtating the object of their aſſociation to be for the 
Fe of inſtructing their neighbours. 5 
June 15. & letter was read from Mr. gent exhorting 
"i ſociety to erſevere i in their endeavours to reſtore the con- 
flitutian to it's primitive purity, as eſtabliſhed in 1688 — en: 
deavours that muſt. ultimately prove ſucceſsful,” in * of the 
5 contemptuous filence of the majority of the country. U 
this it was reſolved by the ſociety, that they will give their de- 
cided ſuppert to every meaſure brought for for ward tending: to 
vedere the e of the 5 as eſtabliſhed 1 11 b 


pether with Mr. Wharton, Wiens, 
Ten.thouſand copies of his ſpeech. were a to] be printed, 

we and e by the ſociety. 3 
About this time the eee * r ng hi 
ee to 130 7 | 


LS al. 


25 rien of the ee bee rey aha 5 vio⸗ 
lent, was 0904 ri FR e AK. pra ok — 5: — 
| was pfelcnted from the dix 5 Qne Det - 
po members, the fame who wrote the bill of 299 7 arce of the. 
Guallotine. He Was ſuppoled to he employed by the National 
Convention in France. The addreſs intended to be preſented 
to the King having been —— 8 51 to be pronounced txeaſonable 
by Mr. Wag an whole profeſſional. apinion was taken on it, 
_ another was ordered to be prepared Ottober 7. At the next. 
meeting a letter was read from a member, ſtating that he was 
| going to 0 Tread, where he would open. a corr pondence be- 
ep ocieties there and the Correſponding Society 
| 8 purer ſs was alſo preſent at a meeting of Se echntr held 
| at Hagkney, Mr. Hodgſon prebdent, when, Mzrs- Marga 
| and Gerald were e elected * 2 wary to 5 50 0 * i 
vention to be holden at Edinburgh 5 e TANG 
Nov. 5. Meeting of the diviton. No. 23- It was ; wa 
that Mefirs. Gerald and Margarot had ſet off for Scotland 
au chat the funds of the ſociety were very low. A new ſo- 
ciet formed at Brito). Meſſrs. St. Clair aud MClead, gone 
2 ioburgh- to the Convention from the Canſtitutional 90- 
They were informed. that aſſociations, were forming at 
| 2 for the purpoſe of learning their exerciſe z and that 
S fimilar ones were about to be e{tabliſhed all over London. 
Nor. 13. Diviſi ion Meeting. Read a letter from a Feier 
at Norwich, approving of the Convention at Edinburgh, and 
requeſting correſpondence, It was ſtated, that the funds of 
the fociety were very low, and a ſecond ſubſeription propoſed, 
fer the purpoſe of defray ing the expences of their delegates 
at Edinburgh. There was a letter to their delegates, inſtruct- 
ing them to viſit the ſeveral ſocieties in Scotland. It was faid 
there was going to bè a ſecond general e in Edinburgh, 


. but changed to Glaſgow. 


The witneſs was about this 8 re-eleed delegate rd his. 
diviGon to the general meeting of 1 . wu n 
5 8 of the" * OT By re es 


"Jan. 


* 


a N — > 
/ L- * 165 5 % ; n 
5 6 
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«* "+ Jan-24 1994+; Attended che general, meeting for e firſt, —=* 
_ . time. Mr. Hardy was re-elected ſecretary. They l | I 


Mr. Hardy was.re-clec; etaty. They had change 
the place of meeting from Old Compton - ſtreet, to Forde 


"F.& "K+ + 
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New.Compton-ſtreet. It was reſolved, that no perſon co 
bes delegate.but thoſe who have been at leaſt three months a 
member of the diviſion from which he was. delegated. A 

| hang-bill was adopted, approving of the conduct of the Bri- 
tiſh. Convention at Eqinburgh, and paſſing a cenſure upon the 
magiſtrates of that city. Ten thouſand copies of it were 
ordered to be printed and ſent down e to be diſl- 
perſed in Edinburgh. A letter was read, addreſſed from a mect- 
ing held at Sheffield, at which two thouſand perſons were pre- 
fent, recommending to the Tociety to adopt ſpirited reſolutions, 


* * o 17 1 , 


and to:ſppport their delegates at Edinburgh. 


- Janyary'9. It was refolyed that a general meeting be held. 


 on-the 20th inſtant, /ar the Globe Tavern in the Strand, o 
receive their late delegate” to 1 Mr. Gerald. The 


— 


meeting to be held at one o clock in the forengon; dinner at 
five. 1 appointed, Meſſrs. Thelwall, Agar, Kyd, 
Harriſon, Stiff, Franklow, Harris, St. Clair, Powell, Wil 
ame, Mitcham, Pearce, Moore, Moffatt, and Martin. Afi 
addreſs to the public upon innovated rights by the magiſtrates, 
was read and adopted. It was alſo reſolved. to diſcuſs the con; 
duct of Mr. Secretary Dundas upon the above occaſion, .. 
The Witneſs was here called upon by Mr. Bower, .the 
1 Counfel for the Crown, who was examining him to explain 
| the reaſon of his ceaſing to be a delegate for ſome time. H. 
ſaid he had been accuſed by one of the London Correſponding 
Society of being a y and was thereupon. ſuſpended. . He | 
was tried by a committee appointed for that purpoſe, and after 
hearing evidence againſt ' him, he was homourably acquit- 
ted. He was in confequence of his purgation re-elected,” - 
Jian. 20, He was preſent.at the meeting at the Globe Tas 
vern in the Strand. Mr. Martin was prelident at the meet- 
ing before dinner. He went early, before Any members had 
aſſembled, and he ſtayed -till all was over. They aſſembled 
before dinner in a room upon the firſt floor, They were 
alarmed with the floor giving way. They removed to the ball 
toom upon the ſecond floor. The Preſident, with. à few 
others, were placed in the 'myſic gallery. An Addreſs to the 
Nation was read and carried. At the dinner Mr. Thelwall was 
_ © January 23. Meeting of Delegates, Tt was recommended 
that a hand- bill be ſtuck up at night in various quarters. of 
the town, repreſenting our grievances, and demanding that 
they be redreſſed. Aſubfcription alſo was adopted in ſupport 
of their delegates in Scotland, It was propoſed to publiſh the 
ER nd 70 oh 5 5 „ 2 names 
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wh "thoſe os gave evidence” agaitiſt the REIN ”" 
rai h.; but this was or ppoſed by 25 Thelwall, as a mes; 
= e ih, by Wien, might lead to bloodſhed and maſs 
- acres. It was propoſed to appoint 1 two members, 'whafe bus 
Gneſs i it ſhould be to be preſent at, and watch c over the proceed. 
s.in the Houfe of | ammons.. Fr SIO 

MAINS"! 30. A meaſure ws broupht forward for dividing 
the metropolis into diviſions, and to open. thofe.”” This he ex- 
plained thus: That houſes were to bea appointed in the various 
quarters of the town, to collect thofe * in the differ int heigh- 
bourhoods. round about them. It was reſotved to 20 0 b | 
ſubſcriptions from perſons, not b being members, i in fopport of 
ie delegates in Edinburgh. | SER 

+ A,permanent cdmmittee was apppinted to Wander f-ſuch - 
meaſures as it ſhould be neceſſary to purſüe during the preſent 
poſture of affairs—the fame to'be z elkt committee, The 
were. to bave à difcretionary power—and to report to the ge- 


| neral. committee of delepates at pleaſure; but rhe general com. - | : 


mittee of delegates. mig! it diſſolve them at pleaſure. Mefirs. . 

, Baxter, Williams, T elwalt* and Moore, were una. 
nimouſly 8 upon this committee; The. fub-coο itte: 
of. three, tp confi der of ſubſcriptions for the delegates' ap "Edivty 
burg ref erred to the ſecret committee. - SI 
Feb s. The ſecret committee ore meg ſtates; that 
they wiſhed to decline the truſt repofed in them, as there wag 

danger to be 3 tebenqed of theit being taken up. They 
prqpoſed that a ſecret committee ſhould be appointed; the 
names of whoſe. members s might nc not 25 ee his "way 
accordingly adopted. - | 
Here this witnefs Gofed his dende from Hig! minutes. 
10 the queſtions put to bim by! Mr. Bower, he ſtated himſelf 
to have been bred an ironmonger. He beeame à member! of 
** London Correſponding Society by accident, Beidg ata 
lic-bouſe where one of the divißons met, he ſaw a printed“ 
| Paper, containing ſome reſolutions; he warned the landlord 
inft theſe ſocieties, which had for their object to overturn 
* Conftitution ; and if he fuffered them to continue to meet 
_ - his bouſe, be would have his licenſe taken from him. He 
A 3 introduced bimſelf among them, for the e ve 
obſerving them, and became-a member. | 
On erofs-cxamination by Mr. Erſkine, he ſaid be had been. : 
<nga ed in the commiſſion line, for ſeveral years, for-captains 
inthe ſervice of the Eaſt India Company. e had been firſt 
induced to become a member of the London Correſponding 
Society, from a conviction that traitorous'deſizns againſt the 


- were catertained * it's 2 and that it was 
his 


} 
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duty, as a ſubje ct, to aſſiſt in procuring the over» | 

hay a e —_— after his admiſſion into the -ſo- 

iety, he became. the object of ſuſpicion to ſome of the mEm- 

£9 of which it was compoſed, and was HE and honourably 

f acquitted of ſuch * a charge. 

Hle was then aſked by Mr. Erſkine, + he Had com- 

| municated the memorandums he occaſionally made to any per- 

n whatever. To which he anſwered, that he had commu- 
nicated to them dne who, he was well affured, would convex 
the intelligence o — — i 6705 He Was then afked if ſuc 

on was a magiſtrate, and if be Was 955 ho he was t 
To both of. which queſtions. - * - | | 

The Attorney General cbieded, ſtating : 38 fo the firſt, that 
It was obvious to all, that on the greateſt principles of public 
juſtice. and utility, che Executive Government ought to meet 

Witli every degree of aſſiſtance in the diſcharge of the impor- 
tant funttions entruſted to it, and e every magiſ- 
trate ought ta be protected in the doing of theſe acts, which 

he imagined he was performing for ke good of the commu- 
vity./at large. Such was the indiſputable rule as to the caſe 
of the magiſtrate himſelf, and upon the aſſumption of it's 
truth, he would reſt the decifit on of the firſt object of enquiry 
before the Court; with reſpect to the ſecond object of invel- 
tigation hehumbly ſubmitted to the Court, that if (as appear- 
ed from the Kt of the; witneſs). the communication was 
made with the deſigu of being given to the magiſtrate, and 
chat defign was aſterwards: carried into effect, it came within - 
the principle which he bad laid down, and conſequently 'the 
dame rule of conſtruction ought to be adopted. In ſuppott of 
theſe abſtract poſitions, he aſſimilated the. preſent cf: to that 
of an information filed in the Exchequer, accerding to the 
175 practice of which, any man might be deprived of tte whole 
of his fortune withour any.poſhbiity of his knowing through 
what channel he, informer. againſt him ybtained Lis intelli- 
gence. & 
85 N Mr. Bides on che ather ſide PR that it was not his 
| wile] in preffing the right he had to put the preſent queſtion, 3 
"> 2W ahem jo upon the principles of abſtract juſtice, whieh had 4 
been laid on the other fide. - To preſerve* thoſe principles. = 
trom violation; to protect the Lawz and Conſtitution bf his 
country from violation, and in doing both, to ſave the life 
ol his unfortunate client, were the great and important ob- 
res which he now bad in view. In conformity to thoſe 
Phjects, he ſubmitted to the Court that he might put this 
| ande, as it did not appear that this communication Was 
"PN to a . nor * che certainty that it es 2 
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1 A conic 85 to a max 
perſon who might orm at magilt ug, th 
adeption of the latter riger. night: * every tr 
don of ſociad life, and bring: SP: 8 wr at 
ta a for." whichs cies was indeed a 0 
b el e . eure it: e Do 1Hs * 
Ford Chief Juſtice Eyre, Mr. Baton i Bochum; 8 : 
Juſtiee Groſe, were of opinion that the eyidench Was no] 
C.ͥ male -with' the cxprao de = 
_figit of being given to the magiſtrate; and as th could x, 
| vit _— e ona of Em 


Keen by 48 as 


ben be d le eee e AS 5 
abn oy late of . eee n 
jedged that he hade beenia-ſervant on apprentice : td P. Frank- 
lou taylor Nona; China-row, Lambeth; thkt in the ẽe 
pair of ſtairg his mater and ſeveral chers uſad in the even- 
ing to be taught the u of fire- arms; that he never heard 
oſSany ciu]mſtanne which: induced him to believe that thoſe 
who met were eonſpired againſt the Kingzothat ſo far as he un- 


derſtood, their principal aim was a Reform in Parliament, and 


that he had deen his maſter in his uniforms of -blue Coatwndured 
collar, with white waiſtcoat and breeches. -. Nona ries 
| fam H#@l#'s>evidence followed. He ſeated! his ig 
been at the Chalk Farm Meeting. He heard ſomething men- 
tioned reſpocting à Convention. The veſolutions were read 


inc his preſonce. One hundred thouſand copies were ordered 
to bs printod, /andy/if - neceſſary, it Was ſaid; that the number 


icht be increaſeil co 200, 00. He remembered having heard 

. Thelwall-ſpeak»on the occafion ; cbut does not recollect an 
part of his ſpeech. He was nee, that there was Fd 
een non one wort uttered, relative to arms. There 
b! man there from Ireland, Which 15 knew by his 


N brogue. 


[ *s 1 555 
4 e. Cannot ere his memory with any further par- 


| tien ars. 


ame. Ge 55 Orange-ſtreer, Leicbſter-flelds, was Wen 


| fworn. "He declared, chat he had dealt in knives and forks ever 


ſince he had been in buſineſs. Of three dozen of ſpring knives 
Vhich he had received from Sheffield, he had fold fourteen.. He 
had ſometimes diſpoſed of ſingle knives... The priſoner, Hardy, 


had purchaſed ſome in packages, which conſiſted of ſix, ſomè 
. tithes ſevenin the package. Green ſold'one'to Billingtori,” and 


another to Groves; but ſaid that he had got molt of thoſe taken 
by Hardy on account, retutned to him when the priſoner was 
- apprehiended.” The witneſFremembered-having been one even- 
ing at ſupper in Compton. ſtreetʒ where he cut his food wit 4 


5 } i of this Jefcrigtion, Which received noe Wr the 
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N eros vow.ch ky In erbe, I 
| "The: Witneſs were that he hall dealt in thoſe knives 45 


7 42 85 N «99 1 
ſeveral: 5 rote 7.5 1 nt £5} $3263 14.5 Tt - 


„Mr. Erſkine, - TTT 


7 F. 


| knives, were for the purpoſe ol thomoninge”” car petit; 


en. K Area ” * FCC THC <7 42 vas 
Mr. Erſkine. Were they of a new or an Acne, 
Were they conſidered as ſecret knives for terrible deſigns ? 


Green. They were neither new nor ſecret. T ale : 
lay in my window for common ale, and 1 dealt in 2225 , 


more than ſeven years. d 


Mr. Erſkine. J ſuppoſe all-cutlers ſell ſuch knives 7 18 5 wi 


“ I never knew any cutler without them. 


J. . Erſkine. When Groves wiſhed to purchaſe . 5 


did you deſire him to ſpeał in a low tone of voice, becauſe your 


Wie was damned Ariltocrat, and might bear what he fad, 


: from che parlour?” 7 


Green. Inever ſaid my with B nor 


did I ever adviſe 2 to ſpeał in a low tone of voice.. 


Mx. Erſkine. Upon your oath, you did not? 


1 r n * | ſwear: en 1 did not call 1 —— N 


I Ariſtocrat.” P 
Attorney General. 6 No, Mr. Greeny Jeare fy e 
not be ſo unpolite to your wife,” | 


Mr. Erſkine. Groves ee * : 
|  - Equard Hodſon waginext fworny: He ona © nb 
| hex of the London Correſponding Society about three months. 
| Believed that there was no other object in view than a Parlia- 
- mentary Reform. That the e which they wiſhed to ef- 
fect was that in the Commons Houſe of Parliament that 
it was no part of their plan ts attack FO Ot ge 

e 5 of 5 * — 3 5 1 
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e very different obje that ot jeg 


2 Wo no diminution of his power; that 585 never i 


pie or oventiirowithe Lofts; and that. the 2 Jef 


. Hociery: when he Larne dt Hardy and Adams 


| -apptchended. oh 
Wie Gibbs. Had dhe 8 ciet fever any idea eee pon” 
= themſelres me le zillation of cox 12-0 ine AN | 
_ 3% 6h 5 Ht ret 2611-930 e "$8 
Mr: Gibbs. . Did youbliev 3 SUR duct 
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3 | ; | h 2 26 
__ - Society of »the-Fricnds __ the *eople. at. the end of the? year 


3 — entered u bee dike 


n At d end ef November r 


degimning of December, attended, ſeveräl of their t 


|. 7 There were ſeveral ;delepates- from England. Was nt 2 


member of the London -Correſponding Society. \Received 
ad ther letters in: number t half a dozen one 
ren Mr. Stock in Rdinburgh, che ſame with that which 
wens then given into his hands. Sent ſeveral of the letters he 
werten neck nta the country. Sent one t Strathaven, 
cone ad Ralley: and ſome te other places. Topk ſotme of 
5 the minutes of zthe Convention, acting Occnſionally 48 ſeo 
5 . en nee Jigerhonof: apr: og 
| 8 4 Kae like 44J Gaſodireminghnn „ Tak 205K 3 4 1 
af The Aa end es y was a: SY in che Houſe of 
_ ons, and 80 further: There Was, to his 9 
ep 1 intefition ine he Aſſbriation to attack the King's Ma _ 
he Convention did not eonſider themſelves as Stde. 
Ferlia ment: nor attempt to uſurp the functions of the Mapi: 
Made nd laws to bind the people.” = Their only * 
5 8 was to ain a Reform by means of u petition. The Con- 
E _ "vention confiſted" of about two hundred perſpns, unprovided 
din ae and Fieldeck to the authority öf 'the Magiſtrates 
1 ae they came 1A them. of them repmabl! contifted of 
* | 85 ri t reportable e; and 
. 83 
. 129 Garrow, in re- examination, aſked him if ee preſence 
wende Convention declared they would continue to alſemble 
-  . uaulcompelledto reſiſt by ſuperior force? 2 


3 e goes not know that ſuch a reſolution, had” paſſed, or at 


1 . leafb does notrecollet that he Was preſent at the time of ſuch a 
- | propolition, as he had not an gpportunity of attending every hour 
the day, Was prefent when a Convention Bill, dec. was to 
1 * been A * for —_ TOO: : 
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7Shedleing' et ie 9 PRE he 3 on 
| ide a Member of che Convention, but Ger e 5 
that Downie was. e 
The Lord Preſident imerrupted this kind of examination as 


ieee % 6 09744 » 


Mr. Erſkine. What were ey todo when allembledi in con- 


| ſequenge/ at duch gest? Ns 


2 fAid it was to forward their petition; bur if theic-petition 5 


rejected the would not deſiſt. e . Aae 


e eee Water, of Leah, ue Delegate, © 


in che Edinburgh Consention, and attended their! 


3 After the Convention as diſperſed, thete Wass a 
Committee of Union formed ſome; of them of the Oomtit- 5 


ted or hien Watt was a Member. There was a. | 
tee of- Ways anl. Means appointed! afterwards, Mre- | 
Mr. ee Richardſon, 18 Watt, Mr. Downies': 
Wee Y £6 n hf = To BE pes: 1842410. b Wii 
In = — which Wa held in the month of April, 
che original object was to defray the expences of Mr. Sleirving . 
Watt read à plan; propoſing to ſciae the Lord Juſt ice Clerit 


and the reſt of the Lords of Council and Seſſions, and the Lord 
Prot of Edinbur 2 to kindle a fire in the Exeiſe Office of 


the: New Town, and there was to be a party ſtationed. 
Mr. Erfkinewithed to know the felevancy of this evidence. 
The Attorney General reſted the applicability upon letters 
of correſpondence between Skirxing and the priſoner Harch, in 
which he endeavonred'to, ſhew that they underſtoad, and ere 


8 i concert with each othar. The documents which he brought. 
forward on this occaſion, were: exceedingly numerous and com- 
licated., From their contert, union, andgorreſpandence. he 


inferred that ſthey were all parties; in the ſame deſign. They 
were both preparing pikes, and preparihg plans of reſiſtance to 


cd: Len. N 


n 18 * * ad . 


1 {yer the 1 thad/? General. in all; the references.y0 which he had 
recourſe; but as far as the priſaner "us implicaced;in, the pro 
1 of the Scotch Convention: Lager: 


The Prefident recommended to let eee go One! ; 

Ins examination being-reſumed,: the witneſs ſaidy thut a pff! 
9. was to be ſtationed at ne Brach, and a party in another | 

part of Edinburgh. The fire was to draw the. military from 


HE Caſtle. The twa parties were to take them in front and 


. Tear. Different parties were to ſeize the different banking 
3 in 3 aud ä were * to 55 
A le 


a 


ö den going e on at the. 5 time in both A gg and : 


0 Mr. Erſkine laid; BALE 7 FO dich al. We Cy 
which nature demanded for relty he was hardly. prepared to;an- 


1 plan in the preſenoe of the ſame Committee, in form of a pro- 
Aulamation, prohibiting all farmers or dealers in corn, grain, 


be Dees hot: know Ander Hardy deſired ſuch correſpondencs, 
85 ing of twenty, was a. Parliamentary Reform. Attended the 


| — He ſpoke in genera 
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fvetont of the nine of which, the Committee 


| I was” — FR Tue priſoner objected to any thing that would 
ed the blood of Meme in which e 


A 5 
On one of the laſt nights. be attended, Wa gad 5 


y$0 remove” the ſume from their dwellings under pain 


. hve movgentieman-ſhould-go above. three miles 
from cheir reſpective habitations? under pain of death. 


n che other ſide of the paper was an addreſs td his M zjeſty, 
ang bim to dimiſs his preſent Miniſters, _ wut. an cad n 
ahe-preſentavar, or ubide by the conſequeno es. 
he addreſe cas tobe ſent to his Majeſty the Wnieg 

the tack. This __ 11 eee was to eee the for. 


Her. one. : {1 1% . . f e 2 il . * Fe MI Av + > 


: rhe wins tld thoſe things did nat belong to a 
Pali 


Reform, and; de would haye nothing 0 K. with 


pe” 2 GE $5.4 Þ 1 By * 
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+ Yi bed upon l eee 
7 we ooh he aſked to make ſomt pikes, which; Orrock 


1 plate. Watt deſired him to be 


ü ad and werk, =agthe had to fend to Perth, beßide what he 


cpdiftyibyte about Edinburgh. hy! 1801 8 . 5 Het . 1 * 
"He met Stock at the ke. AI who nid he:was going to 


| enen or Briſtol; and wat he would wait upon Mr. Hardy, 


d priſbner⸗ Watt offered him za letter: tothe priſoner, to 


: — © correſpondence tr" Mr. Hardy and mY in a ſale : 


Gt Df AIG e. E415 „„ e e 
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:6r:whether any tobk place. The object of his Society, Tonſil 


Convention; andi never heard re ae as that he heurd 
om Watt. Avfar'as he could underſtand, th hare A . 
Petition, to. obtairꝰ a Parliamentary Reform. The ver 

they had been diſperſed, they were to haye conſidered 2 


tmtiten d Pauliament, or che King. Never ſaw ans: — 4 


them, nor Was wy propoſitions: for an armaniegt 
well of the moral characters of 
mne Members, andigave the ſame deſoriptiqn of their . as 
'thecformer-witneſs;:./He: ſwore: that he did not know that 
Convention had agreed not c ſeparate, except compelled | 


* * 
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LO 1 1 ather latter refolutions,! which were oon · 

ſidered:as violent, he only knew of them by report. 

Mr. Garrow iwas examining why he did not give i 
Dion 0 the Mag iſtrates'of Watt's nrſt plan yrhen he was in- 
a: terrupted by Me Lord Preſident, who ſaid he was: lea him» 
bw ſelf to make à confeſſion of High nn and his 


et for ſuffering it to proceed ſo far. n 
: William Midd ee e the. 1 [5th of May ſearched 2880 
the houſe.of Wan“ by Tet £0! 


S e e Was e to zi Court, 36 being ar. 1 
; ſequent, to the time when: Hardy was taken into 3 IR. 
| r. Erſkine then ſaid that the evidence on 
Cron being nqw in e mieaſure cloſed, he muſt repreſent 
. totheir:Lord ſhips that Mr. Gibbs and himſelf, being the Coun- 
7 Ta appointed by the Court, for the priſoner, had been ſo | 
6 tinually occupied, as to allow them inſufficient time even fox 
that reſt which nature required; but none at all for gonſulting 
upon the ee of conducting his defence. For himſelf, he 
Was ſp: much jndiſpoſed as to be unable to avail himſelf of the 
- Few hours granted on a former day, and he yet remained uo 
that — but an jmperious ſenſe of duty could induce him 
| 0 ap any longer. e this the was far from 
ſhing to 3 on the time and convenience of the Courts; 
ut, as much time would be ſaved by ſuffe _ him to ee 
Sans eee ement he wiſhed to make, he: hoped) 
0 


urt Would indulge im g ue: 1 W wer 
reparations. | 


1 Phe Lord Preſident. obſery tat this 4 2 very new arid | 
. -unprecedented ſituation, ' The Court felt for the. difficulty 

hid ſituatjon, and he could aſſure: hum that, as far 28 dep 

on himſelf, the Lord Chief Baron, and the other Judges, any 
1 1 to them ſhould not deprive him of any 

| mmodation, But that was not all—the Jury 
| 2 wary 85 e Pen o More ſevere d 02 any heſhad 

: ed i; e manner that dt em yery 
„ one e it was a matter of notoriety: that great part of 
; \ this evidence had been for a long time in print, 4 4 it was nat 
. de ſuppoſed that ĩt had not been duly weighed and examined. 
here: was one alternative which ſuggeſtech itſelf, which may 
e of general accommodations which Was, that Mre Erſkine 
ould go on to examine his witneſſes Re ara for, t | 
E did not wiſh t6& name Sunday expreſsly, he muiſt inform 
im that the Court meant to 7 late an Saturday night. 
Mr. Erſkine ſaid, that the Attorney General having dpencd 
up ſo: Soo and with ſo many comments, the evidence on 

2 8 75 Crow, he abuts not venture A "IE lo m_ 

| e ente 


e yy : Ss 5 |t 174 £1 1 31 | Lo Sins | 3 
ef ge 28s t tuffer that 92 
fore the Jury,” and the impreſſions E 
have made to be worn off 
5 Sei 15 upon che 9 ang. explaining the 
Nature of the exculpatory , Evidence ce. | t not to a any 
. time for preparing: his addreſs;' 3. bit Yo to make ſuch a Ar- 
© ements in the evidence'as would: N the proceedings, 5 
a l regte f r N hofit n ; 
Wn Gibbs alſo remarked that they x epuld J ngt aal. 68865. 
vel a proceed t - enter 'U 5, exculpatory evidence 
thout za *he Jury, left an y imputation tay ©, upon. 
. 255 7 ſhould the Lade be adyerſe 11 the Hoher. 
y "The" Prefdent ſaid, t that conf deration Was } Peron is thei. 
Fees, biit not effentiat 1 to E admuniftratio! ion 'of Jule: The 
E "re" faid; Was afraid 6 Hear Mr. Erfkine's explanation | 
| of ia he meant 84 1 few 15 rs, and * dehrous” to know 
What "rime he ne ent 1 g 
Me. Erſkine dec mec the appearar eh pr p p describing 
Court, and would be. Content | with hat bat Fate they „ 
= War Ned er to afford him.” wy 5 
R he: Korte) Generat being”: ik rat fültker Wee 
to F produce?” faid there” Ae 0 To and 8 0 


| 51 ts ONE Di 9 ere 


IM ie Was ; &d to wn CY 
x 123 che defence on fl e 1 10 | iced ? © R 
bh 1 anſwered, that he intended bo. Call - witneſſes: 18955 : : 1 
dv Bulle 7 Taid, "that he 17 5 accepted their expedient, 
nor. would: mention preciſely t e "del A he wilhed to 'obtfin.- n 
MI. E inie ewigen of em that 6” Attorney 8 8 
_ taken TD of, nine fours, ih 8 the pe I and 
Tt. woul be Put juft ts 8 allow an Equal; © or i neceſlary a Jong. 
Tpace © f time for making the defence; 1 but if ne 88 | 
make ſuch” Arrangements. and election, inftead” of reading "thit - 
part at full length of the" evidence” upon which he | ould have 
occ to: obſerve, he need not: Secupy Ralf the time that Was _ 
taken by the” Attorney, Tenet „He therefore Propoſed. . 
A 11 til welve 07 as 4 werd. fy 
rh fefidefit then offi to A0 js zürn till Qeven Welock. 


15 Une begged ne 2325 Another” hour, and . 
9 Tir, < they would ge to zeec date "ity in 
at man rk E — 
M "The Ja With one voice ata that” the would cl 
1 y thi d ch Abe ode cen. 5 5 
The Lord Prefident ad, If the "ay, ok i for um n 
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5 * SATURDAY, NOVEMBER : 1. wer 


| ita Court met at twelve ofclock, purſuant to „ 
and the uſual forms of opening ng being ous throughs *** 
_ ©” George Lynam was called in, and finiſhed 18 0 croſs-exami- _ - 
nation: He produced his books 100 papers. "The moſt mate- 
Tlal part of his evidence Was, that he never: heard the priſoner 
fk any other mode of reform: than oy, A e ang 
eee e B 
8 Attorn General then r e, papers, Which 
were found in 0 poſſeſſion' of Thelwall and in the hand 
writing of Martin, after Har ardy was in cuſtody. They were 
| Sfought forward to prove that they exiſted; before the appre- 
- _ henfion of the priſoner. They were the, reſolutions ofthe 
Chalk. Farm meeting, and were proved by Shatv, the mei- 
enger, to have been ound 5 n Thelyall baue fince the” ap- 
- pre enſion of Mr. Hardy. | 
7 Mr. Gibbs thought. this an 8 mode. of. proceating. 
He tonceived that the papers could: not in the leaſt attach to 
: Hardy, fince found Aden to his being taken into cuſtody. 
Aſter ſome converſation between the count (el 17 the crown and 
bat 1 Waker ache Kae, f 
= iliam er, e elphi, wore to the hand iting 
of Martin. 2 5 : X 
Evan Evans ſwore that ks had been ab For debt i in 
King ing's Bench ptiſon about two years; 3 that he was, 5 9 57 | 
8 thence on the 37ſt of, July, laſt. From Martin having 
en confined for debt in the ſame priſon, he became acquaint- 
ed with him, and he there ſaw both the papers produced in 
Martin's room; it was in the beginning of April that he 
ſaw them, and before the meeting at Chalk Farm was held. 
They were not then dated. 3 told him that he wrote 
theſe reſolutions for the Chalk Form meeting; and read them 
rea times over in the room while the witneſs. was preſent, . 
He (id that he had put plenty of Cayenne in them, and if they 
Would follow his advice, there would be a, plenty, of warm 
N the Eads was out. = Wits ſaw the e and 
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FH 3 that had bean entered into at Chalk 
_. werenotithefame As; thoſe n were found in oe: 
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Me Gay, Mr. Tourle; &c. ſome other perſons. "oY the 
5 22 of Martin, reſpecting his * prepared the 6 
utions. | 
Mr. Gibbs S eien this Wi He * nat ith. 5 
was formerly a grocer; that he had once a 5 with Mr. 
Martin about the room which he occupied in the King's Bench 
priſon; but that. he fever had uſed -aby;expreflions. of nd 


ment againſt Martin on that account. 


Ann Evans ſaid, ſhe is the wife of che former” yitneſs, — 10 


uſcdito attend him while he was conſined in the King's Bench 
riſon, (One of tie papers was produced.) She Rad ſeen it 


- 
in Mr. Martin's poſſeſion, at her huſband's room in the pri- 


ſon. Remembers Martin ere He paper, and in the courſe 

of ſome convetſation that paſſed; his remarking that i was not 

lawfulito: take up atme ag aint che King 
Martin continued - that he had drawn up the re 8 o 


be ſubmitted o che Chalk Farm; meeting; clat chey were 


wurm, for he had nüt plenty of en into ata {and if they, 


took his:advice- there would be 


The witneſs remembers Pearce brough ns f the grid 
whi 


„ 


f; We ql 


of Martin? +1 Ss 
The Attorney-General e det dat Pearce w was the a 


8 | ſecretary! to the l. ondon Correſponding he Sag 8 


* 


away ; the men at a coachmaker's in Long-acre; a .. 4 


waich was a Hr to Chalk 


The witneſs:proceeded—Pearce, at the tim 
c Martin, in the Hangs Bench priſon, fad, chat he 121 2 
number more, but that he had given the Sreater part of the * 


io: 


Hardy had plenty of them, and if he wanted any more he would" 
| them * 8 
"= Gibbs craſs-examined this Lady. "She Laich that Gere. 


folutjons. were for the meeting of the ſociety to have been bell * 
at a dancing: toom in 8 Tottenham - court road.” Shi | 


had very: 77 uently read the Nest : (This Was the meeting 2 
Thomas 1 *ourle. faid, that he — 4 5 Sriddher i in the King's 2 
Bench at the time Mactin was confined. for debt there, and he 


became aàcquainted with him. He never ſaw the papers * 


duced, but heard Martän fay, three. or four days before the 


| meeting at Chilk Farm, that he had prepared reſolutions er 

| that meeting, Which were warm; and if they would follow his” 

. advice: there would be hot work. He knew Mr. "Gay, woo”. 
-xvas 2-priſoner in the King's Bench. 


The Agtorney-General then put in the paper which „ 
read. . T5 . WEE 9 . Lords and 3 


' * * . 
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Joby Karen ies re, r 

e was aſked if he had ever ſeen ſuch papers d- He hid 

b le ind keen Gris 7 e bills handed about ax che der 
meeting of the London Co e r e 
at Mr. Scorney's} on Sbow.- hill. 
This bill was put in and read.” The fallowingisa ere 
„ The Inns n en We put of an invaſion from 


the French. n , 1 
« Phe Outs tell us that wearein danger from d., 
and Hinoverians 8 TURES 
An either cafe we ſhould am vureres—Get ar; * 
learn How to uf chem.“ in een | 
„ 0 3 i ee 1 E436 


2 Middleton, one of the Meri 1 

ty of Edinburgh, faid, that on the evening of the 1 5th of May 
be fdund in the houſe of Robert Orrock, ſmith, in Edin 

bo cHirty<three'pike-blades; finiſhed and unfiniſhed. They 
only the blades. On the ſame day he found, in the 

hod e of Robert Watt, who'was lately executed at Edinburgh | 
twelve ike or ſpear-Heads, finiſhed. At a ſecond ſearch, 


in the fame honlſe, de found two other pike- heads, ſimilar 8 


thoſe found on the irff fearch, emo butle-axes, and one 


* Dag eg) 
PE. an objection wa taken by Mr, Ene ne doth 
ed, that as theſe pikes were found after che prifoner was in 


cuſtody, the e could in no way a Op to him, and 
was $4 therefore admiſſible evidence. eee was” 


over-ru | 
The examination of che hi proceded—tHe, in ws 
_ firff inſtance, went to ſearch Watt's houſe for che goods of a 
bankrupt, Thich bete ſuſpeRted to have been ſecreted therein; 
in a cloſet or preſs in the dining-room, which was Tocked"up, 


. 


** 
Fx 


” 


he found the pikes, on the firſt ſearch, and in the lower part of 
the 3 be found che reſt. These were Nene * Aim | 


to the B in a more diſtin 
which he had 25 on Friday, an len might have been 


miſhnderſtocd by the Court and Jury, reſpecti oth propoſel 
meeting in e deu , 2 ee 2 letter from 
Shen dz he wiſhed it to be underſtood chat no meeting took 


lace... 
a The Attorney General was proceeding to enamine the 
on this point, "ww the Lord Preſident km, | 
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* e eee A gr g's es . 
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ere explanatio 2 the witgeſs 
dene 94 arifin 2 it ap- 
; motive, leſt at "thould miſcon- 

E rate 1250 qot think it right that. the 
5 Council for the Crown ſhould proceed to examine him, which 
would admit of a croſsrexamination, and thus there would be 
no end te the examination.of the witnelles. 

n Attorney Genera 970 that A gs 12 


S E. + + 


-bili of = again examining 2 could not be "put. . 


8 2 


The Lord Preſident admitted that it was , and that the 


8 might have opportunities, of refreſhing his N 
and nd) * 9 by the accounts 5 3 — 
papers; for it had lately become a practice to print 
ES 57 of the proceedings of a court of juſtice, as the A 
perſotis attendin for- that rpoſe could 22 and 
In ng & caſes he thous t this practice inconvenient. Sil 
* William Lock har 4 Steriff-clerk- Abet of Edinburgh, . "Gig 
that he went with Miadleron to the houſe of Watt, and w 
preſent at che . of the e __ regs, 


__ one halt 
0. 3 
ber produce nid bart 
2811 5: Co . 3 OR 
IG 20g 3406. 3 


Ar. Janus . ok of. the county of. Edin- 
| har, Br dor produced, together with its contents, 


from hr: a og 1 found until 
ne who was * 
ie of Watt, had. ſconded. * 


7 1 


Fats ae "cilied: 1 fad that * . 
5 ui and its contents age. at Edinburgh, and from 
7 er until the preſent, it has" SEW r his r and 


ec it. N ; HS, bn 
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EE | the meaprs 

which the witneſs ſtated to have heen found at Edinbur 

* "The pike-blades, as well as the battle axes, ſcrewed into 

4 Pole Which was found ; and an iron handle was e 

Which was foumd with. em, contrived to fit the ferew of "the 
| * ure, to 38.6 to. Pore r. it fig * uſe 1 8 the Ah... 
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1 of the Si 


E u 1 but the minutes of that 

Society, which were read, gg. which it appeared tha he 

was propoſed b Me. J . ee W 
dane. Nr. Gly was not ele, . we pe: 


e Acorncy General weben d Were, at one et 
t he 1 cloſed the eg: on has erde n 0 


— 
4x T5 4. 
p ' 2 6 * * VF £4 4 
F Hi 33 
IF" -2 * #46 
b 25 r CS 44.8 pM | e 
% TEAS IO STEEL. 22 4eY Nur 
; ? bs Wer — INI 
24 = 4 * T Do 8 * * 
* 8 o 5 
N 19 ; + as Py 15 ** 
8 ; x f >fIOITIS # 11 
* 4 « © + F% fa FM * 
„ 4 LE . 7 8 * — PP; ? *, 
> wt 14 71 5 £ x - 78 
$ © „ 7 * . . © 4 * C2 
* n 8 ke 
- v; n „ 
* I n * 
4 . 
* 2 N 
4: Dy 
77 8} x £3 
2 4 See „ 
Lo : | 1 
52 5 3 1 5 5-4 = C * 
: 4 * oats 4 | 
1 ge 8 1 : 187 2 AS Y 42 * 
l * 77 1 5 . 
$35 4 1 ei 5 S: \ * 1 . 
367 "4% 


i Error rocged S 10 
07 damn this ou 5 to return my * 
urt, AYMg qurn eir Profeegin to an 
which has 2 me an opportunity to take t 4 necellary re- hour 
— Felhment, which nature demanded, as well as to you, Geatlemen: 


WP | 


of the Jury, for the very polite manner in which you afſedted o 5 


an adjournment ſa, eſfentiaf to my accommodation, and to in) 

being at all qualified for the talk in which I am now to enga gage. 
| Before I proceed to the caſe,” as it regards the law und the &i 
dence, I wink to follow the liberal exam ample that bas been ſex by 
E Attorney General, in his opening 33 in putting afide 
ry thing. collateral to the' queſtion. | But firſt, both in the 
115 is of the Prifoner for whom I ſtand, and for myſelf, I deſire 
to ſubſcribe to all that culogium pronounced b * Attorney 
| General on the Conſtitution of this Country, as Fandel down to 
üs by our anceſtors, the refult-of their ſuperior wiſdom and vir- 
tue, and entitled to the eſteem and veneration af all poſterity. 
But having premiſed hie, the genuine expreſſion of feelings, I 
truſt not leſs ſincere than thoſe which dictated the nN of 
che Attorney General, © What, I will aſk, entitles. the Conſti- 
tution to this eulogium? What genders-it the objeR. of our loye 
and reverence ? I will not now peak of che right which. it affords 
60 its ſubjeQs, of making their own laws, but of the equal pro- 
tection afforded to all, and the ſecurity provided. for the impar« 


tial admiuiſtration of juſtice.” | The Attorney General ſceenied' to 


lay great ftreſs on the anarchy and confuſion 1 France, on whit 
be deſcanted at length. Into that ſubject I Will 1 at preſent 
enter ; I neither will enquire into the cauſes by which NY were 


firſt produced, nor the circumſtances from which be Feng Po. 
ee to ſuch an extent. But what is it that the 9 87 
5 | Y 


” 
: , 
ITY 9 


4 
* 4 


e e fe e as a thunderbolt purliien the 
N 4 78 doomed to bebold his friends and family no more. 
uch is the comparative ſtate of England and France z and what. 
is the inference we ought to draw with reſpect to the preſent 
eaſe? If the proſecution be indeed intended to avert from this 
country the horrors of that anarchy, under which France at pre- 
Wen ; if it be intended to ſecure the continuance. of thoſe 
which ie enjoys under its admirable unſtitution, let 
not the 42 ſuffer from the execution of +barbarous laws bar- 
enforced, or from the well-meaning enthuſiaſm of thoſe, 
hs, fincerely attached | to the. Conſtitution, are defirous to en- 
its Sea at any price. For in former inſtances in t 
* this country, where we have to lament the ſacriſice 
5 pr 8 under leg al | Pretexts, Iam t to think that we 
| | er to BEET the miſtaken 3 an the Ig 
| Br, of the age. It is neceſſary. then, that you, Gentlemen of 
5 the Jury, thould. guard againſt this ſource of detufion and in- 
3 | juſtice ;/ it is nec 4 that 1 in the deciſion which. vou are Lege 
| - to Five, you ſhould ftand on the fri and unequivocal letter k 
the Law. It would not be enough that the Priſoner ſhould ap- 
a von to have been raſh, fooliſh, or even wicked. —the laß 
which it will be impoſſible to ſupport by, any colour of evi; 
2 danee—for T'truft 1 ſhall be able to vindicate his conduct, which, 
3 in” "the preſent: inflanee, is of little conſeguence. It muſt be 
I dyed #0 yoiir (atisfaRtion, that be has offended againſt that 
und indie. He holds his life, from the 
Ad and by y it He demands ta be tried. This fair, trial I aſl, 
Afro the Ol rt. age it more emphatically from the Jury 
— laſlly, Ws chiefly, I implore. it of him in whoſe hands are 
me des of life, whoſe juſt and merciful eye expands itſelf 
rh mo the't tianfactions of mankind, without whom, not a OT 
f +20; at whole command nations riſe and fall. 
Ee nge implore 52 Gon e that he will 
— a the ſpirit of ce and of truth, that you 
ro Wie to find E way ed the labyrinth af matter 
| ſl fore yo yrinth in which no man's life was ever he- 
* involved, dk the 5 * hiſtory of Britiſh. trials, nor indeed 
: She umverfal angals of human juſtice or injuſtice. 
” Mu. nsxiut then proeceded to the . the 8 
ide Indiftment was, that the priſoners malicioully, 
and with, force of arms, did amangft themſelves . 
ſe Traitors, to the Jurors unknown, conſpire, | 
— -and 1 imagine to excite inſurrection, rehellion, and 
E the King, and to ſubvert the Legiſlature, Rule 


| ITS The Singdom, . and to depoſe * —_ 


= 2 $0" mt pat bs lad Lond the Kin | 
den 2 the Jury, ſaid Mr. Exsxmns, — 
have been extremely good in taking down the evidence ; 4 | 
— you to attend to the form and ſubſtance: of; 
whole Treaſon lies in the laſt member of the. 
— te rich and put our faid Lord the King to. 
death.“ The Indictment then goes on to charge the arert- act 
Andi to. fulsl, perfect, and bring to effect their molt eil and 
5: wicked Treafon, and treaſonable oompaſfing and i 3 
5 aforeſaid, via. to bring and put the King to death—The 
met, conſpired, —— and * wer Foy themſclves. 
other Traitors to the gone un to cauſe and procure a. 
Convention ud Meeting of divers fabjects to be aſſembled: 
«© within the Kingdom, with intent and in order that the grrioms. 
ſo affembled, and at ſuch Convention and Meeting, tral) 
© torouſly, without and in defiance of the authority, and againſt- 
the will of Parliament, fubvert and alter, and cauſe to be ſub· 
„ verted and rap the Legiſſature,” Rule and Government of. 
the Country, and depoſe, and cauſe to be depoſed, aur. Lord: 
© the King, ofa his Royal "State, Title, Power, and Govern». 
*, ment thereof.“ This is the overt-aQt—That the priſoner con-;; 
ſpired the death of the King, and that in uance of this in- 
tention, he did all the acts charged in the Indictment, provided 
arms, and 'concerted the plan of a Convention. _ And here to 
things occur for confideration, which are abſoluteh y neceſſary in or- 
der to eftabliſh the guilt of the Priſoner under this charge charge. Fust, 
it is neceſfary to prove, that he A S e 
charged in the IndiQment. ' Second! ah jt That ** 4 
the intention, and in — urſuance of 
King's death. Was this Convention, by DN he propoled to | 
put don the King, to ſuperſede the functions of the Legifls- - 
ture, und uſurp to itſelf all the authority of the State? A man 
ennnot be guilty of the overt· act, without baving firſt conceived; - 
the intention. It is the jntention which at the time 
through the mind, that _ attaches guilt to the act. And if 
you are ſatisfied with reſpect to the guilty intention, you are 
then to confider whether the o dert act is of a nature which amounts - 
to che deſcription of that charged in the indictment? And here - 
I would earneſtly implore the attention of the Court, and of the 
Attorney General, to What the Law is. It i ls not my intention ; 
on the preſent occafion, — offer a Pods thing of my o. It * 
only my wiſh to make the authorities. Nor is it © 
neceſſary that I ſhould ring 8 my own authority fax. the 
purpoſe of defending the Priſoner, and A Sit "ay the arguments: © | 
of my Hon. Friend the Attorney General—for my Hon./Enead - 
J have often-called him, and Rat will continue to SR him. ie 
hay not had recourſe to barbarous precedents, nor | 
ders committed under pretext of Law; he has wor. rough 
ward the exceſſes of arude und 


11610 


3 


0 i ) 
eren pt and: profligate Judges. He has refted-on- | 
grave and venerable 1 8 t miſtaken in my opinion 
1 ſpect to the deductions which he has drawn from them. 
tmiftake I aſeribe neither to the defect of his underſtanding 
or lis heart; I have too high an eſteem for the enlargement of 
the one, and che integrity of the other. On thoſe very autho- 
rities which he has brou t forward, JLalſo mean to reſt; und L. 
am perfuaded that if there is any difference among them it will- 
be found only to ariſe from a mere tripping of expreſſion. — 
firſt; I muſt advert to the conſtructive Treaſon of - 2 
King. And here I muſt remark; that I ſtand in a py 
delicate ſituation; it is neceſſary therefore, that I ſhould-oecupy- 
=large ground, as not only the bie Life of the Priſoner at the Bar is 
ot Rake, but the lives of many, who are behind, bee ork 
the ſame queſtion, and dependent upon the ſame iſſue. ws 
A trial was nothing more than the application of che fate 
diſcloſed'in e e woe — er —.— conduct, the 
Preach or violation ch conſtitutes the the prelimi- 
_ nary; n muſt be (Mr. Effkine continued) what was the 
law, and what the breach of it, which the priſaner” was called 
iN upon to anfwer. | To this, as it became him, upon ſo ſolemn ant 
_ occaſion, he muſt reſort to the hiſtory” of the country, 
the records of the law, and the authorithtive writings of the moſt 
learned men upon the ſubject of High Treaſon. In doing 
this, it was not his -defire, he faid,” to preſs upon chat court 
8 a theories; or opinions uf ni own, but to extract, by legal 
| . from "thoſe unerring ſources—the law of the land up- 
| 5 As to the crime of High Treaſon at common 
N before the. ſtatute of the '25th Edward III. upon hg 
*the* indifiment, and every indictment for High Treaſon 
"naw be framed, little was neeeſſary to be ſaid concerning it; he 
acid therefore diſmiſs the conſideration of the common law en 
the ſubje& of Treaſon, with the obſervation of that great, en- 
cellent, Land moſt learned perſon, whoſe memory laſt as 
| Jongg as law or conſtitution remained to Engliſhmen, Lord Chief 
5 - Juſtice. 'Harz, who ſays, cc That at common law there Was a 
great latitude uſed in raiſing offences to the erime and puniſh- 
ment af Treaſon, by way of interpretation and arbitrary con- 
Aru&ion, . which brought in great uncertainty and confuſion. 


Thus acerbaching (7. e. encroaching )- -on royal powers, was an 


lun charge of Treaſon anciently, though a yay” uncertain 
charge, ſo that no mai could tell what it was, or what defence 
te mike to it.” Fe then proceeds to ſtate various inſtances of 
88 r tuelty, and concludes with this obſervation, . By 
Pke ſnſtances that might be given, it appears how 
"A 1 eg and uncertain the law of "Treaſon vas before the-fta. 
tue of the 25th of Edward III. whereby, it eame to paſs, that 
molt every offence that was, or ſeemed to be, a breach of the 
faith, aud allegianee due to the King, was by conſtruction, and 
0 0 be ita the Ay 5 
* 


La 


way.” To remedy theſe grievous abuſea, by. which: every 
faction in its turn ſacrificed its enemies by arbitrary executions/ 
founded. upon conſtructive Treaſon, making ancient England like 
France, the wiſe and venerable ſtatute of King Edward 
III. was made, whoſe excellent and benevolent object was to 
make Treaſon certain. Lord Coke called the parliament who 
paſſed this ſtatute, Parliamentum Benediftum, and the like honour 
was given to it by the different ſtatutes which, from time to 
time, brought bat . Treaſon to its ſtandard, 4 all agreeing in | 
magnifying and extolling this bleſſed ſtatute.” As no judge 
ever did or could deny at. this ſtatute Was enaQted to gives 5 
its letter, all certainty and preciſion to the crime of Treat on, and 
to prevent the arbitrary conftruftions by Judges, which had dif- 
Wies and diſhonoured the ancient law, and brought, to uſe 
le's language, .** inſecurity upon both King and People,” it 


might be Ames. that this celebrated ſtatute would little have 
_ the panegyrics beſtowed upon it, if it had not, in ita 
enacting letter, which profeſſed to remove doubts, and to aſcesy 
tain — law with precilion, made uſe. of expreſſions well known 
and aſcertained; and it would be ſeen how cautiouſly it did Io. 
The two great o 25 of the ſtatute were to guard, Iſt. The na- 
tural life of the:-King—and, 2d, His executive power. and autho- 
rity. 80 important was it conſidered to ſaxe the kingdom from 
the confuſion into which it muſt be thrown, by cutting off pf he 
| life of the firſt, Magiſtrate, that it made the, extention. to. kill 
King eg uivalent to the ad of killing him; guarding the pre-cmis | 
Wat 1 of the Sovereign by ſanctions ſuperior. to the ordinar 
laws, which guarded vey the. State itſelf ; and therefore, thay 
nom the death of the King, 1 or Bun Was m 
reaſon, , without, the, accompliſhing af the purpoſe, yet.a 
— — to murder: the Chancellor and Tudges, . whoſe lives, as 
the, King” s Repreſentatives, were alſo ; guarded. by. the. ſtatute, 
was not made Treaſon. To. com 2 their, deaths, when fitting 
in judgment, was nat made equiy to the act o e them 3 
vi 


no, not even the compaſſing to — the Kin al au- 
thority by war and rebellioo. -The ſtatute not having. ff TIO 
| ed the intention for the 4 in that branch, leaving the 1 of 
the King's r perſon. and life, and that of hie 

Prince, the only execptions. to. the oxdina ole. of Judgna 
aw. In order to prevent arbitrary c tions Tr | 

yere but arbitrary law, and to guard the. f ſubject from, the- 
Tp of, judicial, conftruQtion | of Treaſon, it gautiguſly  ſqug 
for an expreſſion well known and underſtood; in the ancient law; 
viz. compaſſing the. death—-the,words are, 0 Ls Pan. doth 7 0 
paſs or imagine the death of gur Lord Erſkine 
bod, as he wiſhed. cautiouſly in this part o his a roſa to Lee, every 
obſervation or opinion of his own, he would 3 to the ex 

tion of this expreſſion by the celebrated Judge Forſter — be 

cient writers (ſays. F orſter) i in treat ing o 1 cide, wy | 
e 1 d by plzin jad in, 1% 
8 4A 1 ame 
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| ha, in'point of guilt, as dowicide k rule was, 
nta reputatur pro fats, and while this rule proved, — 
tum of the offence was expreſſed by the term company rhe death. 
This rale bas been long laid aſide as too rigorous in the caſe of 
_ common perſons ; but id che caſe” of the Ring, Queen; and 
Prince, the ſtacute of treaſvri has, wick great proptiety, retained 
in its full extent and rigour, and in deſeribing the offence has 
likewiſe retained the ancient mode of expreſſion. When a man 
doth compaſs or imagi ine the death of our Lord the King, Ge. 
and therefore be upon ſufficient proof — — of 
open deed by people of — the words of the Ratute 
deſeriptive of the offence, muſt therefore be Kerictly purſued in 
every indictment for this ſpeties -of-Treaſan ; it muſt — that 
the Defengant+ did traitorouſſy compaſs and imagine the 
death, and then, go on and/charge the ſeveral 852 made uſe of by 
the Priſoner to effectuate his-traiterous-purpole, for the com 
fag the King's death is the Treaſon, and the overt acts as the 
means made uſe of to effetuate the intentions: and ima 
of the heart, and, therefore, in the caſe of the Regicides, the 
indictment charged chat they did traiterouſſy compaſs and ima- 
gine the death uf the Ning, and the entting off the head 
is the overt-act, und the perſo on-who-was ſuppoſed to have- gi 
the mortal roke was convicted on the ſame indictment. This 
inftance uf the Regicides, ſelected by Forkter:ts. illuſtrate that the 
truitorous purpoſe was the crime, was very ſtriking and remarka- 
ble- Although the King was actually put 2 the homi- 
ede üs not charged, but the traĩtorous purpoſe; and then — 
— in hw mate ws to the Grand Jury, laid, 
örding to the laws. of the 
ne nothing to ydu but hat are the — 
— 2 575 ftarute f All. it is made High Treaſon 
e rene ha In fot png 
E r is able 
"He then facredlife of the ins, and 
py of the Dre for, The Freon conliſts in the 
1 — which it net Zat when this poi- 
A Lom feln out of-the heart and forth into action, in that 
—— — iv an? Tag 2 — 
i or ma's ly it is any chi 
3 —— of the heart, is.” After — 
ing tant dhe noble and. ſublime ſpirit of humanity, which pervades 
and: —— . our juriſprudener, ever awake 


£6 interfere intp re ring perf would not 
5 ſutfer the = ! perſoua, to remain, 
8 


r 8 felony ; but, as Forſter 
truly obſerved in che competent juſt read; this rule, too * 2 
ron in the cal of the fubſect, the ſtatute of Treaſdn erat 

me cafe of the Kino, x — — 2 | 
| * 


— 
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fore, ſaicl Forſter, the ſtatute meaning to retain the law, which 
was before general; retained the expretfion. The ſtatute did not, 
in its firſt branch, make à new law in its principle or expreſſion, 
but retained the old one applicable to fubjects. It followed ine- 
vitably from thenee,that within the letter and meaning of the 
ſtatute nothing could be a compaſſing of the death of the K,, 
that would not; in ahcient times, have been felony in the caſe of 
a ſubject. The opinion of Judge Forſter was confirmed by that 
of Lord Coke, by that great prerogative lawyer, whoſe infamous 
. proſtitution in the caſe-of Lord Strafford would tarniſh his name 
to all poſterity; but ſtill his opinions as a critic and a commen- 
tator, made him a proper authority for him to uſe. Lord Coke, 
in his Commentary upon the words of the ſtatute, which he did 
with that preciſion and technical nicety which, though not calcn- 
lated to pleaſe the ear, were ſo valuable in a book of ſcience, when 
he comes to the words doth er en ſays, Let us ſee firſt 
what the compaſſing of the death of a ſubje&.was before the mak- 
og of this ' ſtatute, when voluntas reputabaturi: pro fats” thus 
ing in with the opinion of Judge Forſter. He then ſtated 
Lord C6ke's definition of the expreſſion of common law, which 
went to ſhew that the compaſſing the death of the Ko, not 
. the plain common ſenſe of the expreſſion, hut by looking 
back to the common law, from whence, for centuries back, the 
xpreMon was Knitted te have been. berroms2y ie waoclexr that 
a probable ſpeculative conſequence muſt not be confourded with 
an intention, ſinee the overt- act muſt be laid directly to ſhew the 
traitorous purpoſe of the heart. - Notwithſtanding the benevolebt 
3 eiſion this ſtatute, it was lamentable to ſee the | ures 
from it which mark-and'disfigure our hiſtory; but at the fame 
time, it ſhould be a theme of conſclation 'tol/Engliſhmen to re- 
fed," that oy ole e tn os times, it was in- 
vaded by Parliaments and Judges, the juſtiee of better Judges and 
better Vertiament — the law back to the anaiteit ſtandard; 
theſe invading ſtatutes and judgments, und their appeals; were 
indeed decifive of the true conſtruction a the ſtature: The fla- 
tute of che 25th Edw. III. had exprafeby directed That nothing 
ſhould be Leclared to be Treaſous but caſes wWäithi its <naR- 
ing letter; yet 1:ord Harn a ſaya, chat $5; things: were ſo car · 
ried N in the ſucceetling: teign of -Rich- 
ard TE that the ſtatute was but Aittlegobſer ved. - an" this 
or that party got tlie better, ſo the! crime--of:/:High., Treaſon | 
was in à manner arbitrarily Le adjudged, Which by 
various viciſſitudes and revolutions aniſchiefed all parties firſt anti 
laſt; and left a great unſettledneſs and unquietneſe in the minds of 
the people, and was one of the occaſions ofthe unhappineſs, of 
the King. Mr. Erſteine ſhewed, in arder, the: yarions ſtatutes 
which had altered and impaired the ſtatute of“ Edw. IH. The 
Nature of 'the ziſt of Richard II. which Lord;Hale-ſay#< was 
a fnure for the people — the:iſt Heuty 
6 8 157 a \ ; 
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IV. which repealed it, recited that no man Knew how he odge | 
td behave himſelf, to do, ſpeak, f or ſay, for doubt of ſuch pa inis 
olf Treaſon, and therefoit | to remove the prejudice. Aich 
might come to the wk ſubjects, the ſtatute of 1ſt Hen. IV. 
. clap. x. was made, which brought back / treaſon to the ſtandard 
. of the 25th of Edw. HI Now what did this ſtatute of Rich. 
II. Which e ee miſchief. 2-Tt only went beyond the 
" ſtatute of Edw. III. by the looſe conſtruction of compaſſing to 
: depoſe the King, and . people, and riding to make war. 
! Levying force to impriſon or depoſe the King, was: already and 
2 Titeaſon; but this ſtatute” of Rich. II. * oply 

the crime of compalſing; making it 'extend to a conpuſheg. to 
. impriſon or depoſe, and atking that equal to an actual levy 
of war; and this xxteufion was reprobated, ftigmatized, BE re- 
. pealed by the tote of iſt. of Hen. IV. and * ſo little effect, 
ays Juſtice Blackſtone, have: overt-vialent laws to r any 
-<rime; that within two years. after this new law of treaſon re- 
ſpecting impriſonment and depoſing. this very Prince was both 
depoſed and murdered. Mr. Erſkine then went on to the next 
departure of e Ratute in the * and 2d of Philip and Mary, 
Which made a W War, if manifeſted by printing, 
- writing, or erde wh T dn. This ſhewed that a gom- 
paſſing to levy war was nat conſidered to have been treaſon with · 
in this 7 55 Edward III. which required an actual levying of 
war. 1 to lexy war had been conſidered. as compaſſ- 
ing of tye h, it would have been unneceſſary to de- 
ET „ Hop real The firſt, branch af the Hatute of 
dward III. it High Treafon to eompals or imagine the 
ing's death; yu Wr. ſecond branch of the-flatute required an 
. levyi TR Bic | ry to conſtitute treaſon.” The law 


e Re of che ing fo much more ſacred than his 
e authority; that 10 imagine bis death was treaſon, but 
there muſt * a pobitive attack made. upon his executive auth 
th e he Je3ping of War, eu. he other; What was 
5 ank to be reſtoted. by the ſtatute of the 1ſt of Maar? 
The letter of the 25th © of 'Epwar»-IH. or the judicial con- 
ſtrückion of it? Clearh) it was the letter that was to be reſtor 
He wiſhed nothing to taken, he ſaid, from any unauthor; $1 
. opinion of .is:own ; but be wiſhed to bottom himſelf upon the 
3 of the great | Judges whoſe opinions had been preſſed 
. 85 into the ſervice againſt. them. He ſaid: etroneouſly, 
it would de been thit their declarations were reconcilea- 
we. The writings of thoſe great Judges were thickly fown with 
ugs to 7 75 to àvoid Fechter sener treaſon. N Cox: 
fk 22 tlie ſtatute of the iſt of Maar a - pot 
9 R conſtructive treaſons, 'when''it fas, —* 723 de- 
whole Parliament, that laws juſtly: made; for the 
wer oth of the whole commonwealth, 'withoutextreme pu- 
nichment, are. njore; often obeyed and kept, than laws and ſtatates 
de — im and in ſpecial lan and 
* ' | utes 


\ 


| Ys made, whereby. not * * — and rude aal. 


ed peaple, but: alſo 1 learned an expert men minding honeſty, . 
tentimes ſnapped and ſnared.” The Lord Juſtice of Scot- 
id Mr. ExsxInB, differed from this ſtatute in what he 
aid; ak Perth, < that a honeſt. men were guilty of Treaſon 


without knowing 25 3 
on to — that two things are to be obſerved, 1. That 


> word, 2 fled i io he the FI ot} ARY excludes all implien- 
tions or inferences whatſ, 


prelſed in the ſtatute of EDWa ap III. are to be followed or” 
dawn into example, for the words Plain and direct. And! 
further, on commenting on the word proveablement he ſays,” 
« In, this branch, it is to be obſerved, the word proyeabke-' 
ment, proveably, i. e. upon direct and manifeſt 385 8 not upon 
conjectural preſumptions, or inferences, or ſtrains of wit; but 
N good and ies 1 0 425 * ed adverb: ove-" 
jy. hath a great force, an gnifieth a dire# plain progf, Which 
word the Lords and Commons in Parliament a T0 that 
the. affence of Treaſon was fo hejnous, and ſo heayily and ſe- 
verely puniſhed, as none other the like ; and therefore the offend- 
et maſt be proveably attainted, which words are as foreible as upon 
direct and manifeſt proof. Note, the word is probably, for 
the commune ar gumentum (x common argument): 5 5 hav 1750 4 
but the word is proveably, be attainted. ”Y Nothing cola be be f 
curiouſly and even tautologonſſy Jaboured, as this went 
of, Lord Cox x upon, this word in the ſtatute ;. which ma- 
nifeſtly ſhews that ſo far from. its beings the ſpirit and Prineiple 
the law of England, to adapt ruled of  FonſtryCtion, and 50 
unuſual in trials for other erimes, that bat on the contrary,. the egi 
ſlature did not even, leave i it tothe Ju es to * bet e or dinary 
rules of legal prcof to trials under 5 but admoniſhed them ta 
do juſtice in that e the Fate th of the ſtatute. Lord 
Hauz's words were equall eing. He brings forward in- 
ſtances to ſhew “ bow =D it Page that there ſhould be ſome 
known, fixed, ſettled, houn for this grea reat crime of trealons | 
and of what great nod ap 8. ſtatyte of the 25th of Epwarp 
III. vas, in order to, that end; how dengergus it was to depart 
from the letter of that "ſtatute, and to multiply and enhance 
crimes into treaſon hy ambiguous and general words, ſuch a As AC- 
croaching royal power, ſubverting fundamental laws, and the 
like 3 how dangerous it was by conſtruction and analogy to make 
treaſons, when the letter o "the law has; not. done i A forſuch'a 
method admits of no lonits or bounds,” but run ar and as wide 
as the wit and invention of accuſers, gut the. W of roi 
logs acouſed, ill carry men.“ Surely the admonition of 
lupereminent ſudge ought 05 fink de 1 inte the heart of ey 


üdge, and of eyery Jury who were callec to adminiſter juſti 
dude an accuſation upon thi ſtatute.. - 4 great man e 
oy 98 ave abti⸗ 


e e eee pet's 
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That no former attainder, . = 
ju nt, Kc. Kc. in than Ta” as are ſpecified aud ex. 
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this ſtatute of Mazxy, Lord Corr. - 7 
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DU h ing, 
words of Mr. 2 Fort in his . Sonne upon pech were 
noleſs emphatical. After commenting. upon writings and words 
when uſed as evidence of treaſon, he ſays, © I have conſidered 
the queſtion of words.and. writings ſuppoſed to be treaſon the 
more . not only 0 . 75 the 8 of opinions con- 
ut like wife for the great importance of the Point, and 
of multiplying treaſons upon light 'occaſions. 
23 and the great queſtion to be e Was, how the 
doctrine theſe great ——ĩ 2 had thug invei hed againſt 
; conſtructive f were reconculeable SR ihe poſitions to be 


" found; in their works, Which had been cited and relied on by tlie 


P General. In order to diſcuſs the matter with preciſion, 


— 5 to the language of the paſſages cited, in doi 
175 which they -would find that none of arms authors had + 
5 — compaſling to change the laws by force, was treaſon in the 
abſtract, ar. that even compaſſing to levy war agaiuſt the King 
treaſen in the abſtrag; or that compaſſing to en nit the 
| ing, „until he yielded t p demand! was treaſon in the 
-abftradt ; but only that any of theſe acts migh bt be laid as overt- | 
Acts of compaſſing the King's death; that thi ey were acts that 
_ - might: be legally ſubmitted to the Jurys s the. means made uſe of 
'toeffeftuate, the purpoſe charged in indictment, viz. the 
"= the death of the King and. wight therefore be legally 
e record, as « of that treaſon: the Katte 
that the com e death, which was the crime, 
ela be el d by $5 the N e Br 4 0 muſt 
bat mig 


ee was Pt Þ culiar to 2 — 
facts were Be? ai ; 


7 land 

es. any matzer in ith abs legitimately” inferred, 
s.matter of . Jaw ; but whe hether any given facts, which were 
relevant to prove the matter aich they were adduced to 

8 , were ſufſicient in au n inſtance, dex nded up- 
-- n-thie-congluGon which the Jury 1 From, how. acts imply, 
2 from whole nge upon trial of the iſſue. , 
51 ae Ive to Bills of Ex- 
p. Tord. When the 

q in 8 the ſhape 171 e to evidence, 
Houſe of Lords, A NS EW lies 
wn 


5 ; 6. . 189: 3% | 
h denen from relexant and aimiſſible evidencey0 prove matter 
in iſſue criminal ot civil,” could not, by demurrer to 8 or 
by any other proceſs, be withdrawn from a Jury to the Judges; 
the province of the Judges being to judge of the. law, and opnſe - 
quently: of the irrelevancy and inadimifſibility of evidence as a, 
Dare of Th, but. that it belonged to the Jury alone in each 
particular caſe to draw. the Particular coneluſions from relevant 
and admiſſible evidence. This diſtinction would at once explain 
all the ſeeming contradiction in the books concerning overt-afts. 
of treaſon; particularly in the treaſon of eompaſſing the King's 
death. The charge of compaſſing being a charge of intention, 
which, without a manifeſtation by conduct, no human tribunal 
could try ; the ſtatute required that the intention to cut off the 
overeign ſhould be manifeſted by overt- acts; and as a priſoner 
with an intention could have no means of knowing how to 
defend himſelf, when an intention was the crime, without notice 
of the, facts from whence ſuch intention was to be imputed to 
him, it was the practice to ſtate, upon the face of the indictment, 
the overt · act, as the meuns taken to effectuate his puſſ)oſe; and 
by the ſtatute 5th William III. uo evidence ſhall; be admitted or 
ven of any overt-aQ, that was not*cxpreſalyJaid in the indift- 
ment. In order to 'confirtythefe doctrines, he would make his 
vat to every record and authority in the · la of 20. 
the firſt-place, ſo far were the overt· acta of g to 
or compuſſing to impriſon, of oompaſſing to change the lawa 
force or intimidation, or any other compaſſing ſhort of tlie:di 
 compaſſing the death of the King, capable of being mide High 
"Treaſon, that the indiAtment-mutt- e that the Priſoner 
e compaſs the death of the King s and he overt · act 
can be put upon the: record in no other way than ag the means by 
which the exiſtence of that traitorous purpoſe was to be put for the 
eonſideration of the Jury. He quoted Lord Coke in his zd In- 
flitute, 11 and 12, to prove that this was his opinion. The con- 
- templation, p e, and cbatrirance, muſt be found to eniſt, 
without Shih, ſays Lord Coke, there can be no compaſing. 
Lord Cake's doArine © was ſo implicitly. followed by Lords 
Hale and Forſter, as far as related to this part of the ſabʒ 2 
that it was almoſt unneceſfary to Advert te their: Far os 
he wiſhed to fland upon authority in every ſlage, he 7 
| refer to them. He then quoted from Bord Hale P. C. page 
107, ſtating | that the overt · act muft be laid down fo — as to ena - 
dle the imagining to be brou ont to trial by human; judicatuzes, 
As long as the Englifh Conſtitution pteſervẽd to a Jury the legal 
coghizance of facts, we had the belt ſceurity for the-preſeregtion 
of the ſubject, There was a niifconception in this particular, 
chat produced the inniuherable cotitroverſits! upon the Frial of 
Libels, and which were at laſt happ fly quieted by the late Act 
of Parliament,” But i in 1. Me ja ofa] el 5 muſt be allowed there 
was ſome plauſibil ity in the ſadiclal” vifu 9 —. v Rereas applied 
to treaſon ther he 1 n the caſe ot treaſon, tlie pur 
the mind was the crime charged; the overt-a& wat 0 


(. 199: )» | 
ed to be an act done in purſuance. of that intention; which 
made it ſhocking alike to common ſenſe. and to conſcience to 
ſay, that becauſe the Jury gave credit to the ꝙyert- act as a 
matter of hiſtory, that they muſt therefore ſtand the traitorous 
purpoſe. He then enumerated Lord Hale's inſtances, which had 
been held. to be ſufficient overt · acts of compaſſing. When men 
conſpire the death of the King, and thereupon provide weapons, 
Sc. or ſend letters for the execution thereof, this is an overt-act 
wirhin the ſtatute. If men conſpire. to impriſon the King by 
force and a ſtrong hand, until he has yielded to certain demands, 
and for that purpoſe gather company, or write letters, that. is an 
overt- act to prove the compaſſing the King's death, as it was 
held in Lord Cobham's caſe by all the Judges.” In this ſen- 
tenee Lord Hale did not depart from that pteciſion which ſo 
eminently diſtinguiſhes all his writings; he did not ſay that if 
men conſpire to/impriſon the King, that was High Treaſon ; no, 
nor even an overt - act of High Treaſon ; but to prevent the poſſi- 
bility of ogpfounding the Freaſon with matter which might be 
legally cha ed as relevant, he ſaid, this is an overt-aQ. % proue 
the compaſſing the KiN O' death, and as if by this mode of ex- 

m abundant regard fon the rights and liberties of the ſubject, 
he immediately adds, "0 But then there muſt be an overt-ac& to 
prove that confpiracy,: and then that overt- act to prove ſuch de- 

hen is an overt- act to prove the compaſſing of the death of the 
ing. The language of the ſentence laboured on the ear from 


the-exceſſive caution of the writer ; afraid that his readers ſhould. | 
jump tooifalt to the concluſion, upon a ſubject of ſuch awful mo- 


1 he _=_ him back — rae * a conſpiracy on 
impriſon the King is an overt- act, tu prove the:compaſling his 
— ſays to him, But recollect, that there muſt be an 
overt · act to prove in the firſt place the conſpiracy to impriſon the. 
King, and even then that propoſition, that intention to impriſon 
ſo manifeſted by the overt- act, is but᷑ in its turn an overt - act to 
prove the compaſſing or intention to deſtroy the King.“ He 
ſays too, the detention muſt be forcible, and he proceeds to re- 
prohate a conſtructive compulſion; upon the King independently 
of actual reſtraint. Lord Hale goes an to dittinguiſh between 
conſtructive leyyings of war againſt the King's Executive Au- 
thority: from conſpiracies to levy war upon his perſon; and de- 
clares that though it might be prima farie good upon an indit- 
ment when barely laid as a levying war againſt the King, yet it 
would fail hen it appeared in evidence to be no more than a le- 
vying war by eonſtruction and interpretation. The mind of the 
Priſoner, which t was the object of the trial to lay open, would. 
be ſhut and concealed from the Jury, whenever the death of the 
Sovereign was-fought by eireuitous means, inſtead of a direct and 
murderous machimation . It was curious to compare Lord Coke's. 
ſpeteh to the Jury as Attorney General againſt Lord Eſſex with 


the Writing which he bad left as monuments to poſterity of the . 
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11 
lav · upon this momentous ſubject. But it was loſs of time to cos - 
ſider the arguments of an Attorney General, who could ſo diſhs- 
nour himſelf, and degrade his profeſſion, as Lord Coke, to his 
eternal infamy, did in thecaſe.of Sir Walter Raleigh. His Hon. 
and Learned Friend, the preſent Attorney General, would, by 
his candid proceeding in the opening of this cauſe, go down to 
poſterity with a purer character, though he might not have writ- 
ten ſa many books as this great, baſe, and degraded man. It 
was fit, nevertheleſs, for the preſent argument to obſerve, that in 
the caſe of Lord Eſſex, Lord Coke exprefsly treated High Trea- 
ſon as a crime of intention. What was the rule with regard to 
ſtatutes of every deſcription? The rule notoriouſſy was to 
adhere rigidly to the letter. Judge Forſter ſays it may be laid 
down as a general rule that indictments grounded on penal ſta- 
tutes, eſpecially the moſt penal, mult purſue the- ſtatute, ſo as 
to bring the party preciſely within it. It was needleſs to ſay 
that if the benignity of the law required this precifion in the in- 
di&tment, the proof muſt be correſpondingly preciſe; for other- 
wiſe the ſubject would derive no benefit from the ſtrĩetheſs of the 
indiment., If a defendant: could be convicted by evidence 
- amounting: to a breach of the real or-ſuppoſed ſpirit of the ſtatute 
only, then the ſtrictneſs of the indictment would be no protection 
to the Priſoner, but would be a direct violation of the ſirſt prin- 
ciples of criminal and civil juſtice. He illuſtrated this by referring - . 
to many different caſes. in Mary Mitchell's cafe, Judge Forſter 
ſays, - © . pern 0 a caſe is brought within the rea/on of a penal 
ſtatute, and within the miſchief to be prevented, yet if it does 
not come within the unequivocal letter, the benignity' ofethe la 
interferes.” He referred alſo to Gibbon's caſe) and” thoſe” of 
John Howard and John Bell, for illuſtrations of the ſame doc- 
trine. Having maintained the argument by the letter of the ſta- 
tute itſelf, and the authoritative Writers whoſe works were for 
ever referred to by the 1 the Crown „ 
the next ſtage in the argument:was to examine whether theſe au- 
thorities had been acted upon. He meant to maintain that, in 
every cafe which was conſidered us a precedent, the fame conſtruo- 
tion had been put upon an overt-act, and that no overt- acta had 
been regarded but ſuch as went directly, and not conſtrustively, 
aàãs an attack on the perſon of the Kis. The firſt caſes that de- 
ſerved attention, after England had her prefent Conſtitution, 
were the trials on the aſſaſſination plot againſt "King: William. 
The trials of Sir J. Frend, Sir W. Parkyns, and others, before 
Lord Chief Juſtice Holt; nothing in theſe trials vent againſt the 
principles which he matey ee, to eſtabliſm. Nhe 
charges againſt Sir J. Frend were unequi vocal; the overt-aQuire- © 
lied on were, ſending Mr. Charnock into France to King James, 
to defire him to perſuade the French King, to ſend forees overite - 
Britain, to levy war and depoſe King William. /The'nextevert- 
act was preparing men to be levied, to form a corps to alliftits- 
the reſtoration of the Pretender, and the expufſiom df King WII. 
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Em, of which Sir J. Freud was to be Colonel. In this cafe'th 
was either to be wholly diſcredited; or it went Ag 
- ine to a legal overt · act of the compaſling the death of the King 
upon the principles which he had laid” down. It was not a ſpe⸗ 
culative tendehcy to his death, but was a conſequence fo direct 
and immediate, that he who purſued the act, might be juftly 
convicted of the N a if the plot had ſacckeded, wad 
James had been reſtored William muſt have been necefſa. 
rily attainted eee e by ie forms of Engliſ law. No 
man who engaged i in that Plot could be reaſona ſuppoſed not 
to have forcicen, and to have intended the King's death. Lord 
Holts ſumming up did not gobeyond chis admitte principle; The 
FTrealon, aid he, “ that is mentioned in the indictment, is eon. 


ſpiring, 'compaſſing and imagining the death of the Kiko, To 
Ja . the conſpiracy and deſigu o the King's death, two prinel- 
pal orert - acts are inſiſted on.“ He did not confider the overt· act 


of conſpiracy to be the Treaſon, but evidence to Prove the com- 
- paſſing. He then ſums up the evidence for and/againſt the Pri. 


| & 444, and leaves the imentian to the Jury as matter of fact. Af⸗ 


ter wards he comes to anſwer the Prifonet” ob 7 5 in . of 
law. There is another thing, ſaid Lord Juſtice Hor r, 
des he did inſiſt upon. The ſtatute of Epwa RD "ut contains di. 
vers ſpecies of reaſon; one is compaſſing and 1 Tr, os. g the 
Kath of the Kind another is the levying war: Now, ſays he, 
(Frend), 4 here is no war actually levied, and a bare coal piracy 
to levy” war does not come within the law Peng Treaſons. To 
pauſe here a little, ſaid Mr. Exszixz, Frend's argument was 
this: Whatever my intention miglit be ; r my object 
- by levying war might have been; whatever my 3 however 
tis deſtruction of the Kix might have been ae by my con- 
ſpiracy if ĩt had gone on; and however it . have been my in- 
Fkention that it houla, it is not Treaſon within the z<th of Ed. 
Ward III. N 222 Holt'y reply Wag 4.1 + 757 be 
conſpiracy to war, it is not on; it is only a ſub. 
E 2 2— Treaſon "Foes 2 # Drew's _ N bur; if the 
deñ and con e either to kill t 6 
N impriſon him, or put any force/or perſonal reſtraint 


_ + kim dy force; and the way of eſſecting tlieſe purpoſes, is, by le 


- vying a war, there the conſpiracy and confultdriba to levy war for 
that pyrpoſe is High Treaſon, though no war be levied ; for 
* conſultation and conſpiracy is an vert - act proving the com- 
* death of the KO. If Holt kad meant to lay down 
| ch a conſpiracy to Jevy war in, order to fe the Ki 
. — the further intention to kill him, was in itfelf Higt 


- Treaſon, he would have ſtopped here; but that 8 Tas Þ 
— 


went on to qualify his propoſition by ſaying, that ſu 


n overt-act proving the compaſling ; that is, ray ore 
* ih 45 A Ki von evidence of or, Dover: to deftroy: red 
© then goes on: — There may be a war levied withoyt 
upon the King's — which if aQually levies is 

Hi gh 
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Flich Treaſon, Though ie bak. deſigning-ſueh alevying of 
Xi Tat, 9”. Tae 1 T5 qring fuck e 3 
themſelves to 1 With 1 force in ion to ſome law, aud hope 
; guy to get 3 his it eie war and treaſon; tho 
- the purpoſing 0 ing is not o when they. endeavour 
in great num great force, to make reformation of their 
. __ heads = rhe Piet 7 methods of the law, that is a le- 
; but Te \ Aud deſigaing is not fo: ſo that the 
e nue makes is of no forde. = again: we: have a, pro- 


tetic glance at the ee for the whole, volume before 
5 Jury went to no more than tb "dcouſe r of the defign of 
makin reformation of their owü heads, e coneludes: by 
y n Eating 'the matter tothe Jury. therefore, in 
| dreſs to: the: Jury, did not aber if. 4 . to 
40 an act, Which act might produed a given conſequegce, and 
Phich conſequence, again buſkling conſtruction on conſtriQion, 
and conſequence on: eee 72 lead to the King's death 
as 5 
realy; er ohh boy Tore — before bim, as dh {mwediate 
and di e to depoſe the King, and ſet up another: 
compare this dd ctrine with the caſe before us. Let the Jury but 
833 ces to the mals on the table of the Cburt. He did 
bot meny to accuſe the Du Officers of the Crown, hut let them 
Felle&t n the ſoft of circumſtandes that had been amaſſed and 
Eu together- in order to. affect the Priſoner «at the bar. 
Could any man, whatever had been his intention whatever were 
- his powers. of diſcriniinations Ac defied him to develope che in- 
P wk and Lud of the heap before him. Phetef was con- 
3 ded to conſetjuence there was ſpeculation upon ſpe- 
ation 1 eye was tobe led from tliis tothat-—thedefire 
uf enli tening bis fellow-citizenis: was, to: produte:a; defire, of re- 
"io of certain grievances the deſite of reform was to lead them 
to Republicaniſm. this N them to arming and vivlence 
1 in ſome future time, this was to produce a change in the 
franie of out Government, and this change was to aſfecł xliẽ Kige's 
dignity, and finally this was to be taken as an overt-act of c- 
poſing ng his death. £3 it were not uinfit to introduce. any thing 
udicrous: 7 ſolemn an devaſion, he ſhould ſay: that all. he 
- Feminded him of the ftory tnceyery child's gilt book, af “ Here 
3 _ bull; chat toſſed the dog, that worried the ct, 4 and; ſo 
till you'get get to the houſe that Jack built.— Good God in this 
"Hl of Tecurity: and juſtice; were the Ives of men to be put upon 
uch hazards?! Was it in England. —was it in che year 1991, Kbat 
uch a trial was brought into a Court of Criminal Julkice?: ? He 
new that he might ftop even here, and leave the life of the. Pri- 
Toner confidently ta the ſenſe and conſeience of the Jury, for he 
had marked their unwearied attention, their diſcriminating judg- 
ment, uud he would fo leave the caſe; if he were not dnxioue.for 
dhe Prifover's honour, as well a8 his life. Let them try bim hy 
bis — Lord Holt: ** tue * in . a 
bat gal 


t he put the-@onſpiracy. di- 
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150 Wie, from the Priſoner, that A. 
wo not ire , but t that a gontpirsoy to — 

charged in the indictment, Was ap 3 4 
relevant evidence to. Prove the intention 


was dlpable. and diret᷑t o dethro 0 Br 
King Wh William's 9 ha PS os 


but of reafon might h ve Heid. t ia 

was to ſend 1 5 15 gland, to rel 

of Stadtho) er, but who o 22 believed 1 
a Was proved that 15 1 0 is 14 the King. trodude 
ing James, they 72 M afling of his: death 


Layer, &c. he did 
1785 confirm. his doctrine; 
7 bimlelf, and had Rl, fo much 
a „ muß I Fes 9 Oh 3 

rad Je. Hes. in. Ne re ec 
80 > AN 2nd be Thquld. nor be afraid of the =. 
Fe WL RY | Were IH a. in chie way. Ihe was 
A ith ten thouſand mens for 
© pu — bf og a. er bill repealed, and they ac- 
r dick Ny vg bl 2 exe, that would not he Treaſon, 


He'was wo 33 t te that part of the ſpeech of, the Attor⸗ 
cy General, | 7 Amore. bundle authority thay 


any he kad yet 7 en e weant a peech 
| on "this Tal bs 585 5 n LEE . Gran, 
The Attarg p OF pr opOfition 


1 on that part ie foal al, 2 5 was, againſt the 'Prifon aner at the © 
| Ber ty the preſent, cale; it, 80 he rememhered-that' Lord 
* ; 2 Fg | 1 reg gn was no 1 dor ng the death of the 
Ling, and Lo Fi in a which Me, m_ 


42. 0 955 Th 8 1 is * 
is in lexxing w 

EY of 955 Than, 

according 


in 2 15 
ioft the King, fo as. £ 

Ane the flatute of Edward ns per 

the legal fign ification of the. _ * ore that ſtatute. 9 

we two — of levyipg war ;—One evoke the perſon of the 


gonſtit 


g, to im 7 ta dethrone, or to kill him, or 5 make him 
cb e meaſures, or remove Counſellors :;——the other, Which is 
ſaid v7 he E vied bon the Maigfty of the King, or in other words, 

155 him in lus regal capacity... In: the 2 caſe, it 4 
not reſt upon an implication tha they hoped b aer bay 
law to ele re 3 but the proſe 3 proceeds upon the dire 
ground, that the 9 bje& was by force and violence, to compel the 


= leg illature to repeal a law ; and therefore, without. any doubt I 
; tell you the joint opinion of us all, that, if this multitude aſlem- 
Bled with intent, by acts of force and violeuce, to compel the 
; more 


= 22 : 


f 90 5 
legiſlature $0 peal's law, it is High Tresſon.—Süeh were the 
Words of the venerable Burk of MangReld on that trial, Now 
he would take: the Uberry; ac the” Attorney General had alluded 
7e ity of -quotin# hls oa Lords upon the ſame trial. This was 
dhe enten ce Alice to by the Attorney General: To encompaſs 
er digi el, dn of the” Ning, ſuch imagination, or purpoſe of 
rde Winch, Lillie öftz to its great Author, being manifeſted by 
fſome open act: en füſtitütibn o N directed nr only to the 
Teri of his natural perſoy, but to the ſtability of the govern- 
ment z the life of the Prince being fo'thterwoven with the Con- 
Aitution af ke State, chat an Attempt to deſtroy the one, is 
zultly held to be a rebellious confpiräcy againft che other,” Tbis 
Was eee, the deſtruction of the King leads to the deſtruction of 
the Stute; büt did the converſe of this doctrine follow of courſe 
n Denery Fertied 48 In upp. That to compaſs. 
or ittend/abyalteration' in the other branches of the Legiſlature 
was cottipaſſitig"the King's desch. The charge of compaſſing or 
imagining! the Beuth of the” King, was the inference of reaſon 
from overt-aQe7 put Aid it ever ehtet into the mind of man, tha 
-the-intentioh way wn. 8 not, for it was a fac 
to be debermined a Joy; and by them only; it was the infe- 
reniey"6f their reaſon from the facts, and not the inference of 
dat + Wiint the fete of the Priſoner would be, Mr. Erſkine ſaid, 
he knew nor; Be Wis confidetit in learing it to men of honour, 
diligence, and''tventron, cho would be guided by the evidence 
r che rale of 'the law,” which governed this eaſe, of real evi- 
dence in the cafe? What they Had heard of in the proceeding 
of the Secret Conjiittees of the two Houſes of Parlizment, 


' 


under Number A. of Nilifiber'B. or Appendix C. and as to the 
.evidence that was offered, he hardly knew where he ſtood when 
he eramined it a Obutt of Juſtice: One man heard another 
ſay Fr Po He took nd notes of it, though employed 
a6 U ſpy for the purpoſe; mother took ſome notes, but did not 
henr all that wits Taid; 4 third Heard ſomething, ſome here of 

arms; and 1e Gn, bitt nothrwg of all this in the Priſoner's hearing. 
He would maintam, withont fear of tontradiftion, that if any 
exceſs had been cormitted; the Spies of Government had prove 
ed that they proyoked-=it afl. Did he really believe that the 
priſoner was guüilty, be would have taken a very different 
courſe; but believing him to be really innocent, he would defend 
him to the utmoſt of 'His'power.”” The Societies, and the Priſo- 
ner at the Bar as a' Member of one of them, were charged with 
having formed a plan to ſubvert tlie eftabliſhed Government of 

the Country, as tite means of carrying into effect their traitorons 
purpoſe againſt the Efe of the King. The charge was hot, that 

they had conſpired to aſſemble the Convention which met at 
Edinburgh, but that ' they had conſpired to aſſemble another 
Convention which never did meet. All the extraordinary evi- 
dence they had heard, arid great patt of it was the moſt extra- 
ordinary ever heard in à Court of afttee, went td prove the in- 
: C 2 . tention 
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ith 3 thig ſecond Convention Wa to. he: held, 


tention vn 

Wbether a Reform of Parliament was à meaſure. likely; to pro- 

Aus all the good that ſave . mga it, or all the miſchief 

that others 77 Was, in the caſe of. bis 

Cheat, neither ne nor WY 1 was: {ufficient to! exa- 

I mine „ = bag ek 14 7. "oF; Aki pc wage r printed, in 
the proceedings of tb e . . | | 


. if. the ſame eee of the 
liament had, net oticed in any. former period 
» 288 Never. N to der {ons e bigh 1 Kati 
far ah wotives of ke ec d e 

o had maj ore EET che C 
Is he niche baye been Jed) taſulpe& th 
ſe..Qo 1 1 a 


3 N 
aintain tr 
- and; SET life, 45 
Fance a 7 5 
e choſen is, carty 
no have [ones W e Society 
N rth to 1 itt hp the e 1 Richmond, 
1 n-0 Palas tary form, was Univerſal Suffrage and 
Annual Elections; 75 FE although he thought, with'thoſe — | 
political, opinton fie had . to confider with more 
reſpect, that this would 1885 be” an improvement, yet he could 
6 imagine t hat they, who ori ginally promulgated or ſtrenuouſſy 
ſupportẽd it, had in Fer the ſubverſion of the Govern- 
ment, much (els were compaſſing the death of the King. 
The . 0 Richmond was a, man of great fortune, of the 
. and it Was not to be im pact, that by contending 
niverſal Suffrage and Annual EleE on, he meant to ſubvert, 
15 — ha t, and ſtrip himſelf of his own A honours. The Duke 
of ar was not only a man of high rank, but well known 
to be a man of extenſive 1 and deep reflection · The plan he 
3 25 * only r 775 for a Reform of Cent, 
not the offspring of raſhneſs or folly, but of information and 
3 tic ._ TheD Duke of Richmond ſaid what he (Mr. Erſkine) 
: ready occaſions to ſay; and he cared not how 
po of ſuch able ſpies as had been brought forward to give 
eyifence on this trial, ——_ preſent to take down. his words, or, 
25 was more commonly their practice to ert what they wong | 


— — 
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bt to underſtand hy his words, without taking them down ; that 
WT ion of the People in Park went was not re- 
farmed, if the abuſes! that had crept into it were not corrected, 
abuſe aceumulating upon abuſe mu inevitably lead to a Revoluti- 
| ov. The Duke of Kichmond/pabliſhed bis plan in 1782; The 
plan was addrefled to Colonel Siena, and propoſed a 
elegates.by aſſemblies of he 2 n EE 8 Fark. 
18 Confittutional or Correſpo g of any other Socicties to ha . 
„in a general. e 1287 terms, Jelega tes and Convention, 
were, therefore, nd new enter n tions of à French 
 . . model, but the natural, grawth of our own: 37 When the Con- 
vention met at Edinburgh, glthoug h many imprudent ſpeeches 
pere made in it, ſpeeches which bel Rad no tyclnation 2 and which 
mme defence of bis Client certainly did not call upon him to juſtify, 
- the. 8 eee = thoſe 5 5 compoſed it, was td obtain 
ae they, foll and unſuſpected authorities, were 
taught te . 1 unz enable Rights Wok the People. A free 
and fair Repieſntation in the Ge Houſe of Pafliament was 
 the'unalidgable Night of the People.” Ne did not meun to tate 
ibis 3s a right to be recognized i in à Court*{ of ſuſtice, i in oppoſi- 
tion to positive Law, by which Courts of F it ce could alone be 
8 ed, but. as a right, not of new i ination, ſanctioned by 
the mot unimpeachable authorities, and in Fee! Which by 
2 means na man incurred either ult or cenſu On this 
eight was founded the Right of his þ ajeſty to the + Thione, as 
he himſelf bad maintained in = Purlidancnt, | in oppoſition to the then 
vewly adopted.tenets of Mr, Burke. The Counſel for the Proſe- 
cution muſt prove the intention charged i in the indictment, and 
_ that ſatisfactoriy-vnot by proof of ſurmife and conzectufe. To 
illuſtrate this he quoted Apallage in in Chief uſtice Eyre's charge 
to the Grand Jury,“ Whether this be a veil under which treaſon 
is concgaled, (ng . no doubt but when this humane lan- 
was e judge was unacquainted' with the whole of 
1 but it 'was 1 ta” ſew ct on the ſurface of it 
| his Client, and thoſe; with whom he was implicated, were not 
_-traitors.——He, next quoted a paſſage from Holt, importing that 
| forced or ſtrained conſtructions are not to be put upon men's 
words or actions, hut that the intention of them is to he tried and 
made out by clear and alpable evidence. Now let the intenti- 
ons of the Priſoner and his aſſociates be tried by this priterion. 
Were they the firſt to take up the doctrines now chatyed upon 
them as proofs of a treaſonable purpoſe The firſt Witneſs from 5 
Sheffield ſaid that he acted 758 theſe doctrines as the Duke of $ 
Richmond had done, whom he never imagined to hade any in- 
tention of ſübvertiog the Government, or compaſſing the death 
of the King. He Ta not mean to 1 that one man's having 
". committed a crime with ir unit d juſtify another in com- 
mitting a, like offence ; but that if one man had circulated parti- 
ey cular opinions, without ever being accuſe or even ſuſpected of 
evil intention, the circulation of the fame opinion by other men 
was 
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was not to be held as evidence of 88 . Towhowadidzhg . 
Duke of Richmond tranſmit and: recommend his plan >To Soc. _ 
eties proyided with half a dozen piles ? No; tb: . 
at the head of 0, poo men, armed . 
* by the . 3 re . 
W exertions it was owing t gjeſty now enjoyed 
Crown of Ireland. Theſe men, ſo armed and arrayed, held a 
Convention not ſegretly, but in the face uf daꝝ y the autho- 
rity of the King? No. By:tbe-anthotity of che Lord Lieate- - 
pant (No... By che authority af circular Letters 3 and/fo far was 
this from being —— — *that their demande * 
complied y ith - wiſely and dy complied with fur: to 
the, People their ights. was the: way te harmonize Noir 
minds, and. attach their affections to the Gobernment. Of alone . 
witneſſęs called, on the part of the 1 „ was there a 
except tlie; Spies, ho ſaid that their intention "was: any. "other . 
than a Reform. of Parliament by Tegal and eohſtitisiwnal mean 
If the Spies were not to- be in contradifion to Ae 
2 _ witneſſes, the Court. and the fury were miſpen ing their _ 
tim they might cloſet gs at once, and ge hor 
ATE Spies ſaid, that hey would have renounced 3 


Sock, 


intemperance by the — of kel Prog were now 1 | 
Majeity's Miniſters, of the abuſcs flowing from the decay of Re | 
reſentation and the conſequent on of Parliament 3” and, 
if the Priſoner at the Ber 9 ſhould be banged, while the Duke * 


n was _— w aan e 77 Sunn. be N | 2 
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He Weite fay, that, with reſpect to the 3 of] n 
law, we were in as: bad a flare as the Peo ple of France, where 
thert was now no law: but there too, he Fad no doubt the Pe- 
ple would yet claim and obtain Jews -as the moſt yaluable of their 
rights. In 1782, during the, diſaſtrous period of a War, pur- 
ſued with as ill Tuccels as the principles upon which it was under- 
taken-were bad, when 1 3 of taxes and decline of commereę 
had generated diſcontent in every corner of the Country, and 
turned the minds of men to no mild ſcrutiny of the defects of 
18 Government, 
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Duke ol Rionmony's plan of Reform was 
onventions were held, which even a 
money, à function Shick 


publiſhed, and. ( . | 
controul of the expenditure of 
had ever heen underſtood to ercluſively to Partiament. 
Here was 8 direct — — — — of 9 
\W his ts were with int Let us 
25 ” faid Mr. Easkinz, Mr. Burke N and cha- 
. ar the Houſe of Commons, not with regard to its legal 
form and power, but to its ſpirit, and to the purpoſe it is meant 
to anſwer in the Conſtitution. The Houſe of Commons was 
ſuppoſed originally to be no purt tbe flanding Government of 
this country';, but was conſidered as à controul iſſuin EE. | 
from the people, and ſpeedily: to be reſolved into the maſs 6 
whence it aroſe. Ia this reſpect, it was in the higher part of 
Government what Juriesare-"in the lower. The capacity of a 
Magiſtrate, being tranſitory, and that of a Citizen permunent.— | 
(Citizen! It would be as dangerous: now to mention the word 
Citizen, as to mention the word. Pikes). The latter capacity, it 
was hoped, would of .courſe;preponderate in all diſcuffions, not 
only between the peaple, and the flecting authority of the Houſe 
of Commony. itſelf. It was hoped that being of à middle na- 
ture between ſubjes and goverument, they would feel with 4 
more tender and nearer intereſt, every thing that concerned the 
people, than the other remoter and more permanent parts of the 
legiſlature... Whatever alteration time and the neceflary accom- | 
modation: ef buſineſs may have introduced, this charifier can never = 
be ſuſtained, unleſs the Houſe Commons ſhall be made to bear the _ 
amp of _ the .adual ciſhoſtions of * the Nropl at large. It would 
(among public. misfortunes): be an evil more natural and tolerable, 
Go the oule of Commons ſhould-be infected with every epide- 
mical phrenzy. of the people, as this would indicate ſome on- 
2 ome ſympathy of nature with their conſtituents, . 
that 9 N 170 all caſes be 22 untouched by the 
. eclings of the people out of doors. By this want _ 
Z eee the f. ceaſe to be u Houſe of Commons.” Mr. 
on to ſtate, that The virtue, rie, and eſſence of 
the Heaſe of Commons conſiſts in ite being the expreſt image of the 
feelings of the nation. It was not inſtituted” to be a cont 
the People, as of late it has been taught, by a doQrine of the 
moſt _ pernicious tendency, but as a controul for the People.“ 
Thus we ſee that the true intent of the Houſe of Commons it 
not to act as à controul upon the People; the King and the 
Houſe of Lords are the conſtitutional controul, and the Com- 
mons the voice and organ of the People. But how are th 
this organ if they are not choſen by the People, which they 
now notoriouſly are not. To be convinced of this, it is only 
neceſſary to look at the report of the Society of che Friends of 
he People, which they offered to ſubſtantiate by evidence at the 
r of tbe Houſe of Commons, and which to this hour ſtandi 
vncomrorerte. Let us _ * the Houſe of Com- 
| mone. 


- 
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29008 us it is nder covſtitiiteds7 4 An addrefing Houſe 6f 1 ons 
mons and a petitioning Nation 3 an Houſe of *Commons full f 
confidence, when the nation is: in deſpair ; in the utmoſt 
harmony with Miuiſters, whom the People regard with the ut. 
moſt abhorrence; who vote thanks, when thé publir opinion 
2 upon them for impeachments r πα⁰ ars edger to grant when 
general voice demands account; h, in i. diſputes © between 
the TEE ee the TBSP eng wt 


wen 5e . 

z i an unnatural, 4 e . 

Such an Aſembiy may be a great,: wife ful Senate 
= it is not to any popular: purpoſe an Houſe ef Commons.“ 
This, he ſays in his Thoughts on the Cauſe of che Preſent Diſs 
contents,” j ſobetly and adeliberately written during the 
Atmerican' war, and the word Preſem win as Well apply to this 
time is tothat. S0 far is the Phiſoner” from being goßfeioug of 
evil intention, ſo far from imagining he is Engagel In 8, cor 
- racy to ſubvert the Conſtitution that he writes & letter to- 
moſt eminent and able Defender of the Conftiturion, à bieden 
of Parliament and A Privy" Osuneillor (Mr. Fox); defiring 
to-preſent the Petition vf che Society to — Houſe of 76.2 — 
The anſwer to that letter, 2 ſtating that Mr! Föx is an 
avowed enemy to Univerſal 'Suffrage, he prefer. among bis pa- 
perb, 104 1 hacker" reud to 70h as/evidtiice” in ſupport of the 
ecution;” He writes ufo thb tlie Society of the Friends of the 
ple, whoſedole-gbje@ he kKucws to He's a Reform of the Re- 
N in the Common Houſe of Parliament: "They alſo 
return ab avſwen, never n 6A the' N. ject” ef the a 
| Correlponding Society is any thin Rs rm of Purk 
although thiey pprove of hee mode of Pheluing: ew object. 
Then some the Cron Lawyers, and Tay; we underſtand better 
wbt is meant; by*theſe letters than bo] who write Them, or 
K they are written, you they mean önly Parlia- 
ary Refbrmiʒ we, thEinterpheters of; our moſt ſecret thoughts, 


they meat fubverting the Whöle frame of che G0 


Vernment, and deſtroying the King. Mr. Erſkine again refer“ 
_ redf'to# u paſſage from Me: Bete, Balg that Minder ad 
es lodgment i in-Patlianievt, chat by laying bold of Partias. 
- ink ie icy bac the” power of obtaining "their-obje&"in all 
_ Gaſes, and upon all 'occafions: The propoſitlon Guten f in this 
Paſſage was un qualified; it was not zecke to this dr that 6c- 
Lion, but ertesced to all'6ccafions; it afſerted that the vontrout 
of the people over the Executive Power was holy and abſolutely 
| loſt- Not ſo, ſaid the Defendants; they {aid we Arn was loſt 
but; the —.— of the People in the Houſe of Commons. 
Would any man ſtand up and ſay he diſbelieved this?—if he did, 
no body Would believe him. e Council for the proſecution 
* contended, that to attack the' Parliament was to attack the Kino, 
© beeniiſe the Kine was an eſſential patt of Parliament! By no 
N Parlikment in 'common: 'acceptativn, 


1 Vas 


\ 
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to mean the KinG When theſe J 

— e the abuſes of Parliament, they meant wh 
thoſe who went them had meant che abuſeb in the repre- 
ſentation, which wigbe al be correQed-without tenching i in the 
leaſt -on- the natural or political exiſtenèe of the King. But, it 
was ſaid, they talked of reforming Parliament by exciting the 

Mr. Burke had ſaid before them, that no remedy for 
the Litemper: of Parliament could be expected to be begun in 
Parliament; and that the People muſt be excited to meet in 
Counties and in Corpor ations, un make out, if they could, lifts: 
of thoſe who voted, and on what ſide; in ſhort, chat to obtain 

correction of the abuſes in the Klante of Comm ; 
pull muſt come from the People. : gl 207 21 
After a; petition for, Reform) in 13807 3 rejected; 3 
Duke of Richmond. wrote in a manner much 1 than thoſe. 


2 failed not one be been Sled chat the: 
weight of corruption/was- ſuch. as to bear down every thing 3 


that he bad no hopes of Reform from the Houſe of Commons; 


—that Reform muſt come fram the People themſelves; and that 
they ought to meet more nomerouſly than ever to claim their un: 
ts, Univerſal Sufftage and Annual Elections. How 
to aſſert theſe 1 after Parliament had refuſed 
0 ? perſons now. under ay ele 
ad done; and aw" to do not V rebellion, but by colle 
and bringing before Parliament the weight and influence 
| ive opinion, It was; ſaid that this war againſt the Stars: 
had amounted to Rebellion—The . aſſertion, was unfounded 
What was the State ?. The State was the Body: of the People, 
with their Sovereign at their head ; nothin Was Rebellion that 
had not for its object the deſtruction on enſſaving of the People 
and their Sove ſo connected, and he truſted he ſhould never 
hear again that the People all meeting, muſt mean to depoſe the, 


Kimo that the King Rood only ſupported by the fe ho called 


themſelves the King's friends; and branded all others with the 
name of Democrats, or Jacobins, or whatever elſe was the nick. 
e of the day. It was clear from the beginning to the end, 
at the 2 with; which the Priſoner was connected, ſpoke. 


only of the Repreſentation in the Houſe of Commons; and, he | 


would 223 as they 2 that they had a, right. to do o and 
he knew 2 if the 2 — N. ſo met, they would be for the 
ontin of the own. their inheritance what a 

1 aa brncl it would By * to lay down, that if the Peo- 
collected together, the neceſſary conſequence mult he. 

Low Aclrution of the Kind the Kixe's protection ſtood on 
the love of the People collectively, not on the adherence of this 
23 deſcription. of men, and to (ay otherwile was a libel 1 

Lauf F. He was forty, to hear a 


2 of the Rights of Man. The Dake of Riche 
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4 nd. had he der (hid dit they. one the-Soukidatid of iI le- 
uimate government. Beczuſe men profeſſing, bet abuling the 
cntimeſits,. had deſtroyed: every _ Fees, ooh 


upon the. Priſoner, that 

| +7 uts of an, meant ao to every | g- 
2 nn going into the Duke of — engt 
e of Man, he would mention one mare in his recollec- 
it aroſe out of 2 diſcuſſion, ia which it was his for- 
ne to 7 — 2 part, In the debates upon the wemorable Indis 
rl, one of the myſt popular topics af declamation , =o it was, 
Eing au attack 8 tbe chartered Rights of- Men. Mr. 
Br e took fire at the expreſſion: he faid or did not know what 
Was meant by the chartered, Rights of Men. He feared there 
was ſomething in this more than zess indicated by the affe@ation 

af the phraſe. For what end, but the end of the moment, was 
the; word chartered introdw , for the Rights, of mankind were 
ded in nature, and needed. no charter to give them fan ction- 
artered Rights he had always underſtood to be matter of com- 
Li and to be forfeited by breach of compa; but the natural 
- Rights of Man . ther be — he for- 
5 


5 


amg; 300 not only their e hr — the Froph 
odiqus 'F they dre: ied to aſſemble the People; and when King 
William iſſued his writs calling the people to meet, they did not 
meet ; but had they met, the general conſent. of the people would 
Ve been given to his accefſian.' He recognized their rights un- 
ir 2 Joy which all knew and all revered—the Bill of Rights-—- 
K jeh they always had z and here the miſobief in 
! Os of which the Court was now fitting. The denial of 
i brought Mr. Paine into this country. Nut 1 
njal Mr. Paine never would have been an author amon 
y came Mr. Paine here as. zn author? To anſwer I 
Fg who denied the King's right. to the Throne by — 
eTight of the People to alter the ſucceſſion, The French h 


ulte: 799 a ſyſtem of corruption and tyranny, ſo enfeebled by 
1 own inherent defes, that it was ready to fall of its own ac- 
kan Mr. Burke denied their right <4 do this. Mr. Paine 
e and as a Republican threw in much ſtuff about 
, 1 0 had nothing to do. with the main _— 
of the Rights of Man was appliceble only to 
ra ut à book called an Appeal from the New to the Old 
f Ties. Ale it ta the Government of this country. Mr. 


| ns and notwitliſtanding his firlk i inteytions, this attack. 


7 
irits. and. he wrote. a ſecond part of bis Rights of 


— vindicated the Rights of the People in this or 

i an e their Government... Mr. Ezsxine 
vindi e ee as many ſpies as could be 
3 7 24. 


Government, when that form 


23 had oppoſed, and would 
ots to prevent any le from 


N qr oppolt, the nene D 
ing-a Gaverament for them _ of the ſweet or bitter fruizs 
0 which they. themſelves mult eat- If the People of France were 
1225 * hand, © You: ſhall have a Republican 
Jorm of Covern People of England would ſay, Nog 
e have alfeady = ſorm of Government, a mixed form, a 
hnited Monarchy, | whichwe approve, and if we did not, we would 
reqtive; + ſore. of Gotermnent from no power on earth but our 
on. be People af England ba a right to change their Go- 
- yermnent-ifthcy pleaſe 3- thay, will not, if you uſe them well; but 
it is to the denial of this principle, all the ealamities of theſe trials 
ae to be imputed. - The Duke of Richmond's plan proceeded on 
the Nights of Man—His-Grace, however, had not the merit 
being inventor... He adopted the ideas of Mr. Locke; and 
did nv ' Yorke, in his ſpecch delivered on the Caſtle Hill, Sh 
field. Mr. Yorke indeed had hardly the merit of adopting, 0 
he recited what Looks had written moſt verbatim. Mr, Ez- 
| $812 read the Duke of Richmond's Letter to the Sheriff of 
a in 1 80s in which he obſerved there was much ſenſe, 


not. agree to the whole, . It concluded with 
ag $6 wet * 


eople have : rights, know they have 
and Mill aſſert and Gra — How obtain them? by "Oh 
ble means, which was all that the Priſoners had attempted, 
they libelled Gdvernment, if they reliſted the Magiſtrate in the 
due 3 of: r if they cotimittad any legal offenes, 
puniſhment. But when men were 
— os Cm on —— means of effecting a purpoſe, they 
| be found Guilty of the crime charged in the, IndiQunents 
L CIARA motives de_impnted to the Priſoner chan to fo ma 
.others who: lad. purſued the ſame object, much leſs the higheſt 
all crimes, the crime of treafan, Suppoſe theſe Societies, ae 
they never did, had reſolved to petition Parliament no more. Was 
2 8 way for the People to bring about a Reform in Parli 
able means? The Attorney General feemed to thi 
that d 74. was a part of the permanent Government, forget- 
ting that it died a Conkitutional death at certain periods, and that 
there was o neceſiiity for veviving it in the ſame form. M voter 
hadd a right te ſay, © I will vote for no Parliament that is difpoſed 
to reſiſt my rights; I will vote for one who will not callus, the 
People, their Conſitvents x 1 will vote for none who reje& our 
petitions; I will not arm @ few individuals with. power to. colle@ 
taxes, to paſs caereive laws, and to be uſed only againit:ourſelves. 
Huh are notithe ens Hil OTE af Greaz Brizain, 2 


the People to oppoſe Deſpotic power, 


855 


with other — 9 ond. : er 8 
we ſhall collect the public proven 1 carry it to that place 
where we know it will be treated with: reſpect. In —— we 
IE our impreſcriptible Nights.“ This they muſt do, 
Court of Justice uld not give them their impr 
ble Rigbts,. conſiſtently 1 adminiſtration of the law j but a 
Court of Juſtice could. do that. which- it was called upon to do in 
chis caſe ʒ it would nat on any preſumption of * 
any man for legal acts done in purſuit of cheſe R ights. The At- 
torney Gene ſeems to think that petitioning tl ze King on the 
ſudbjett of Parliamentary Ref, orm, was to: aſk him to do that which 
die coronation -oath forbade him to da, and conſequently: could 
only mean to compel him by force. Mr. Exszixe ſaid, be did 
vet underſtand what was meant by this. He never beard it argued 
that, but for the articles of Union with Scotland, che King might 
Hot alter the compoſition of the Houſe of Commons, as fan as de- 
-pended on calling in new places and perſons to el:Q, without the 
conſent of the Houſe of Commons. This was. the opinion of Mr. 
| Ea a man inferior to none his eee een 0 
1 
gf SKINE 9 opinion upon 
2 from his Freatiſe on Government, B., II. chap. xiii. 
157-1 '58. + This book was written in anſwer to the Jaco. 
Kites, who denied the rig . e! Ls "William. to the Throne; 
—_— Dr. Sac ts refute the doctrines it 
contained, by referring to — ne doctrines of Ditine He- 
reditary ary Kigh tand 8 he was i xeache (by the Com- 
-mons, and found guilty, by. the Lorde. 

Ms. Exsx1nt then proceeded — the evidence, ob- 
ſerving that he had been obliged to omit many and i important to- 
es of general defence, in order to apply his attention to diſem- 
b Ming the chaos which he had had no time to conſider but b 
the indulgence given him by the Court and the Jury. The — þ 
"mal Addreſs of the Correſp onding Society they would not have 
publiſhed, bi ah6p thodphir 3 it ens, They not ubliſh- 
ed it be they ſent it as @ circular letter by poſt, addrefled to va- 
rious perſons; and even a copy of it to the Secretary of State. On 
—— evidenee adduced er Ws he obſerved-that a 
found among Hardy's papers n produced/againſthim, 
F that it had ne, 


ed 
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* d by him. He had. reveived it, "6 many 
— — by men of all deſeriptious in this town, 
-without” knowing whence”-it came. It had been perhaps dropt 
don his area. If ſuch evidence were held ſufficient to affect a 
man's life, he (Mr. Brikine),” who received and read papers of 
all ſorts, had probably now in his houfe evidence ſaffivient: to 
hang him and his whole family. The Addreſs: of the Society 
was founded on the Duke of Rickmond's letter to Colonel Shar- 
2 containing a plan, upon which men of high rank ſat us 
ates in the city of London, with Aldermen of the cit = 

| — cv A little time before the Convention at Edinburgh, 
Convention of Delegates from the counties of Scotland met, of 
_ whiek the Chief Baron of bis Majeſty's Exchequer: in Scotland 
"= —— and the Lord Advocate, the Dean of Faculty; 
r Themas Dundas, now Lo Dundas, ſat as Members- 
—— — had been previou made to Parliament, for a 
Reform in the mode of electing Members for the counties, and 
ed. What did this — of Delegates according to their 
own advertiſements? They met for the purpoſe of altering and 
amending -the Law'; they agreed upon certain heads,” and re- 
ſol ved to ſend them; where? To Parliament No; but to the 
ſeveral counties of Bootland to collect opinions and ſignatures. 
Was this meeting called treaſonable ?—No ; it would have been 
called ſeandalous to impute treaſonable motives to any man w 
attended it. The object of the Correſponding Society on the 
firſt piece of evidence, viz. their own ſs, was Re of 
Parliament, by legal meaas. Would the Jury impute to hie 
Client, againſt whom not a contumelions word reſpecting Go- 
vernment had been proved, the ſhocking crime of Treaſon for 
1 upportir a meaſure, ſanctioned 4 ſo many and ſo recent authos 
rities ? Let them read the 2 7 refixed to the Addreſs of i 

Correſponding Society, and they could find wp thing 
their a pa: 0s to Tape then. n 


4 GPS $3 | £1 19+ * 
. nn Vablet by views ling =. als + TT ACE 1% n 
n 7 a cir unto great 1 0 9636 ee 
N K. 2 . | | To —_ Law Len of ion mild, 2 yoke 4 08 
I70 tame the Nooping Foul, a trick of State 5 
-  - _ + To maſk their Rapine and to ſhare the prex.. 1 
n B81 Without it; what are Senates, but a face 22 N 7 
eln conſultation deep and reaſon free, 1 gt a? 
Pry While the determin'd voice and heart are ſold TY pl 
Wͤuöat, boaſted Freedom, but a ſounding name? Sed” ek, 
And what EleQion; but a'marker' "ou 7 e 
_ „ Ol Slaves ſelfebamered.— 54 85 i ; 1 or 


Yet theſe verſes were written by Thomſon, under. the * of 
Lord Lt, ane he prin. o tens of Wis 
.who per ought t o eople were 
ſureſt guarantee of his own Rights By a man who had ſtudied 
ba underſtood. the Britiſh Conſtitution, who venerated. liberty, 


loved order—by a man whoſe works had been the delight of 
a nation, 


= 


tion of. the People. > 


|  pikes, 
on tenour to Norminds akbough it clearly a 
had never read the letter addreſſed to hit to any body, nor 


r 1 1 N 
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o-whoſe memory. a monument was new. erecting. 


— the ede of the. Socjctice were-tqcalonable, then every man 


deen a Member gf any one of them was of Freb- 
held his liſe —— at will df . — 
—4— — das 


PRONE 
or Of the Conventions — 13a ys 
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was haves: ab Ats of his 

bay hari t within the limits of M J; but N an, agent ſent 0 
ſhauld think fit to fteal horſes or commit Treaſon, 

Lt wt r wauld be amenable neither for the Felony nor the 
eee 97 — no 8 by: thoſe. De- 


nd dnfixinge n to. (7 ares — of th 
I that Hardy 


forwarded the letter to Norwich f and ow the ſtill more atrocious 


2 to implicate him inthe buſineſs of Watt at Edinburgh, - 


from the mere circumſtance of Watt's having written a letter n 


and from whom he had received ne anſwer ro his ap 
ſuch 


; 1 ſubje& to Hardy, with whom he had never correſponded be- 


to bin, and get it; conveyed into his bone. 17 the-witneſſes for 


2 Crown, not ſpies by profeſſion, were worthy of credit, then 
83 innocent if they were not, then the teſtimony 


25 N r | 
r One or other ſide of he ai. 


Poole be belien -where their teſtimony made a- 
aint che Priſoner, and diſbelieved where it made for him- If the 
. | teſtimony 


ble to fay that the witneſſes | 
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reſtimbay-of the ſpies could be ſupported by other witneſſes 


__ whoſe evidenee would not prove at the fame time that the Priſone 
never 'harboured the treaſonable intention ' imputed to him, why 
were they not produced For this reaſon only, that out of more 
than 40, ooo members of the ſeveral Societies, none could be 
found. On the character of ſpies, having no eloquence of his 
gn, he would avail himſelf of the eloquence of a writer wha 
% A mercenary Informer knows no diſtinction under ſuch 4 
ſyſtem, the obnoxious people are ſlaves, not only to the Go- 
. verninent; but they live at the -mercy of every individual; 
they are at once the ſlaves of the whole community, and of 
every part of it; and the worſt and moſt unme men 
are thoſe on whoſe gaodneſs they moſt depend. In this fitua- 
tion men not only k from the fygyons of a ſtern Magiſtrate; 
but are obliged to fly from their Mry ſpecies. The ſeeds of 
deſtruction are ſown in civil intercourſe, and in ſocial habitudes. 
The blood of wholeſome kindred is infefted.—Pheir tables ang 
beds are -ſurrounded with ſnares. All the means given by Pro- 
vidence to make life ſafe and comfortable, are perverted into in- 
ſtruments of terror and torment. This ſpecies of univerſal ſub- 
ſervieney, that makes the very ſervant who waits behind your 
ohair, the arbiter of your life and fortune, has ſuch a tendency 
to degrade and abaſe mankind, and to deprive them of that af. 
ſured and liberal ſtate of mind, which alone can make us what we 
ought to be, that I vow to Gop I would ſooner bring m > ger | 
A 


put a man to immediate death for opinions T diſſiked, and to ge 
rid of the man and his opinions at once, than to fret him with 4 
ſeveriſh” being, tainted with the jail-diſtemper of a contagious 
ſervitude, to keep him above ground, an animated maſs of putre- 
faction, corrupted himſelf, and eorrupting all about him.” My 
whole argument; therefore, ' ſays Mr. Erſkine, aſſerts no more 
_ than this, That before the erime of compaſſing the __ death 
can befound by you, the Fury, whoſe provinee it is to judge of itt 
exiſtence—it-muſt be believed by you to have exiſted in point of 
fact. Before you can” adjudge a fact, you muſt believe it nor 
ſaſpect it, or imagine it, or fancy it—but believe it and it is 
imf to impreſs the human mind with ſuch a reafonable' aud 
certain belief, as is "neceſſary to be impreſſed, before a chriſtian” 
man can adjudged his neighbour to the''ſmalleſt penalty, muck 
leſs to'pains of death, without having ſuch.evidenc&as a reafons 
able mind will accept of, as the infallible teſt of truth. And 
what id that evidence Neither more or leſs than that which the 
Conſtitution has eſtabliſhed in the Courts for the general admiſſion 
of Juſtice, namely, that the evidence convinces the Jury beyand” 
all reaſonable doubt, that the criminal intention, conſtituting the 
crime, exiſte> in the mind of the man upon trial, and was the 
main ng of his conduct. The Rules of Evidence, 'as they 
are erde by law; and adopted in its general admigiftration, are” 
a 8 | charities | 
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ities of Religion—in the philoſophy of Naureitcbedrighs 
* Hiſtory,” and in the experience of common life. And whoever 
ventures raſhly to depart from them, let him remember that it 
will be 3 him in the ſame meaſure, and that both — 
and man will judge him accordingly... Gentlemen, theſe are 
ments addrefled- to your reaſons-and.confeiences, - not to be 
| or in upright minds by a by way of precedent, for no precedents, can 
| dee en dier ey could, every human right would long 
ago have extinct upon the earth. If the State Trials, in 
à bad hour, are to be ſearehed for precedents, what murders may 
vou not commit; what law of humanity may you not trample 
upon; what rule of juſtice may you not violate z and What max - 
im of wife: policy may you not abrogate and confound? If pre- 
cedents, in bad times, are to be implicitly followed, why ſhould 
we have heard. any eyidencg.at all? you might have convicted 
without any evidence, for have been ſo convicted in this 
manner, murdered even by Acts of 4 If precedents, 
in bad times, are to be followed, why ſhould the Lords and 
Commons have inveſligated theſe charges, &c. and the Crown | 
have put them into this courſe of judicial trial, ſince, without 
ſuch a trial, and even after an acquittal one, they might 
have attainted all their Prifoners | be Act of Parliament ?—They 
did ſo in the caſe: of Lord Strafford.IT here are precedents, | 
therefore, for all ſuch things :—Bur ſuch precedents as could not 
for a moment ſurvive the times of magneſs and diſtraction which 
gave them birth, and which, as ſoon as the ſpurs of the occafion 
were blunted, were; repealed and execrated, even by Parliaments z 
which, little as I may think of the preſent, are not to be com- 
pared with it Parliaments — the darkneſs of 3 4 
in the Night of Freedom, before the principles of Government 
were ped, and before the Confiit tion became fixed. The 
laſt of theſe, precedents, as I before ſtated to you, and all the 
8 upon it, were ordered to be taken off the, file and 
to the intent that the ſamè might no longer be viſible in 
after ages ; an order, dictated no doubt by a pious tenderneſs for 
national honour, and meant as a charitable covering for the erimes 
ok our fathers: —But it was a ſin againſt poſterity, it, was a trea 
__ Society for inſtead of commanding them to be burnt, 
they ſhould rather have directed them to be ned in large let⸗- 
ters upon the walls of our Courts of Juſtice, that, like the cha- 
decyphered by the Prophet of God to the. Eaſtern Ty- 
rant, they might enlarge and blacken in your ſights, to terrify. 
from acts of. injuſtice, -In times when the whole - habitable 
dis in a ſtate of change and fluctuation, when deſarts are 
ing up into. civilized Empires around vou, and when men, 
no longer ſlaves to the prejudices of particular countries, much 
leſs to the abuſes of particular Goveraments, enliſt themſclves 
like the citizens of an enlightened world into whatever communi- 
ties ſhall beſt protect their civil liberties, it never can be for the 
3 W 
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OI RP IRE! no certain. ſecurity. to its inhabitants. Oo de 
contrary, when ſo dangerous a lute is held out te migration vit 
will be found to be the' wiſeſt policy of Great Britain to ſet up 
het happy: Conftitution, the ſtrict letter of her guardian laws, and 
proud condition of her equal freedom, which her higheſt and 
2 ſubjects ought e ee It will be ber wifeft-poli- 
ey to ſet up theſe firſt of human de boy againſt! thoſe charms bf 
change and novelty which the varying - condition of the world is 
'hourly/holding al and which may deeply affect the population 
and proſperity of our cduntry. In times when the ſubordination, 
10 authority is ſaid to be every where but too little felt, it would 
be found to be the wiſeſt policy of Great Hritain to inftil into the 
rerned an almoſt ſuperſtitious r reverence for the ſtrict ſecurity of 
. which from their b orgy oh adminiftration; can ſeldom work 
injuſtice, and which, from ce growing out of their 
mildneſs and antiquity, acquire a ility in the habits and affer- 
gf men far beyond the forte of civil obligation; .whicreas 
veral penalties and arbitrary conſtruction of -laws intended for 
ee nc protection, lay the ſoundations:of alienation*from:Go- 
vernment, which, at all times is dangerous, but at this time is 
certain and ſudden ruin. Cultivate the old maxim in the Churcie, 
ferſum 22 ito the hearts of all your fubjecta, and do nt 
entertain ſo ſtupiid an imagination as that in days like theſe, a 
oountry can be preſerved by ny one balf of the People ta 
defame, bally, and — — i JO 10; 
At s time when England may be att great difficulties win 
ſupport herſelf, even when the whole nation: draws together 
one heart and accord, i is it wiſe at fuchi a times ſet up e 
to tell us that every: man wharſees and feels, and is determined tq 
aſſiſt in remoting the corruptions which-arc the parents af -theſe 
edlamities, are traitors to the Jovereigh,/ and plotters of bis 
death 2 Gentlemen, if this doctrint is eſtahliſned by your werdif; - 
yp. do not leave your Savertigu the King, one half his ſubg 
and although vou may, in the ordidary. courſe! af things; 
keep he peace in Kugland upon theſe principless by armgd affo- 
ciationndnd the errors of legal tribunals, yet, if erer the inde- 
ence of i th e nation were aſſailed b foreign force, in ode 
E defolation: come upon Fou. Loc to the fruit bf 
theſe miſerable. ee, and —__ 2 3 E che late 
eror Jol had givei to his ſu an at once; the 
ke Bates te anelent N det iyed from; the good 
&:of: : Burgundy, tao obtain! Which, I; remember the Tama 
 picixedenta/as.i this country ſor the refirm/of Parkament—the 
Wauld I kKnow what Lſay-witiis not Wwhat I bays heard or 
eb habe ſeen the prodeſs of the ching of which Liam 
they would: have fiſen in a! mais to maintain their n peaking | 
aud: Their Prince's- throne, thits3intorwoych: together, and the” 
French, like the Giants of Atitiquity,: (and they are indeed the 
Giants af modern times,) when 51 . Heaven, would - 
nen 9 _—_—y 35 the mire of their VO 
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-  * bitations, of men! When the 


F 2 7 


- 


EET. 
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© * But inſtead. ot .this conceſſion, in due time, the, Pruſſian army 
© marched into Brabant, and all. was peace—but. it was ſuch a 
peace as there is in Veſuvius or ÆEtna before they yomit forth 
Their lava, and roll their conflagrations over the devoted ha- 
| | y approached; the fatal 


">. 


effects were ſeen of à Government of conſtraint and terror; the 
wvelbaffected were diſ-ſpirited, and the irxĩitated were inflamed 


&- © - 


and the Duke of. Saxe Leſchen was ſent to offer them the Foy- 
due Entree. But the ſeaſon of conceſſion was paſt away; and 

the Throne of- Brabant has departed from the pe of Auſtria 
Fier een In the lame, way, a far more important and 


_ Iplendid Throne departed from his Majeſty's illuſtrious Ho 


ajel ſtriot e, I 
will nat give you my own words; I will again refer to the Ah 
Wis: 3 27 2 ” 2 S be, 4" N x 1 r N 
. diyine and immortal oratiomzot, Mr, Burke 
EK #; — LF IL? Cot, . & LE, 8 bot Bk . LE oY : * 
Fer that ſervice, for all ſeryice, whether of revenue, trade, 
- - or empire, my truſt is in hex intereſt in the Britiſh Conſtitution. 
+ My hold of che Colonies is in the cloſe affection which 172 850 


8 2 


* 


from common names, from kindred blood, from fimjlar privileges, 
and equal protection. As long as you have the wiſdom to keep 
the ſovercigy authority, of this country as the ſanQuary of Liber- 


ty the ſacred temple conſecrated to our compre faith, where- 
.£xer. the choſen race and Tons of England worſhip, Freedom, they 


Will turn their faces towards you. The more ardently they love 


Liberty, the more perfect will be their obedience. . 
have any where., It is a weed that grows in every ſoil. They 


may bave it from Spain; they may have it from Pruſſia: but, 


until you become loſt to all feeling of your true intereſt and your 

_ - national dignit), Freedom they can. have from none but you. It 
is the ſpirit of the Engliſh Conftitution Which pervades, feeds, 
_ unites, invigorates, viyifiestevery part of the Empire, even down 


into fury. At that moment the Archducheſs fled from Bruſſels, , 


U 
* 


d the minuteſt Member; Is it not the ſame virtue which does 


every thing for us here in England? Do you imagine that it is 
the Land-tax Act which raiſes your Revenüegthat it is the annual 
_ vote in the Committee of Supply which gives you your Army? 
Xx that it is the-Mutany Bill which ipſpixes it with bravery and 
ie 
tteir attachment to their Government, from the ſenſe of the deep 
take they have, in ſuch à glorious inſtitution, Which gives vou 
Jour army and your nayy, and infuſes into both tha be 
dience, . without which vou army would be a baſe rabble, and 


.your.navy nothing but rotten timber.” —Such was the language 


dot that Tublime writer, whoſe opinions if they had been follow- 
end, would have done more than Rec you America; it would have 

9 the affections, and the admiration of mankind. In- 
ſtead of this you were mad to perſevere in that horrible conteſt, 
to procure the means of extending that corruption at home, over 


— 


_ Jack Nobility, and in ſo doing you loſt the Colonies for ever. 
8 %%% ůnNl ² ᷣ P eh ane Lg 


o 


** 
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and.infuſes into both that liberal obe- 


ipline? No! ſurely. no! It is the loye of the People—it is 


thoſe whom Mr. Tooke is repreſented to have called the Skip 


* 


without fear, being confident that you will do him juſtice. 
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My wiſh and my recommendation is not to conjure. up a ſpirit, , + wy | 


| among us to deftroy ourſelves, by bringing on the tyranny of a 


French tribunal, where an accuſation is enough to bring its object 
to the guillotine. Let us keep to the old and venerable rules and 
laws of our forefathers; and let a Jury of the country feel the duty 
they owe the' public, to themſelves, to poſterity, and to God, to 
preſerve by law the life of a man who only aſks it of them on the 
terms they would, in their turn, aſk their own® I. ſhall now con- 


. clude with a fervent wiſh and à fond hope, that it may pleaſe God, 


who guides the world, moulds Governments. at his will, and woo 

3 all in juſtice and merey; from whoſe care and bounty 

as ariſen the proſperity and glory of this happy iſland, to enlighten 

and direct your minds ! To your care I now commit my client, 
by: 


» 


Mr. Eagx1xz here concluded'a ſpeech of fix hours and a half, to 
which we muſt lament our inability to do adequate juſtice. He ſat 
po * ſo perfectly exhauſted, that his laſt accents were hardly au- 
Tube Lozxp ParsENT made enquiry as to the further mode of 

Mr. Exsx1xe fad, that he ſhould call ample evidence to prove, 
that the intention of thoſe Societies were innocent and peaceable, 35 
whatever violent men, intermixed amongſt them, may have utter- | 

ed. That the Priſoner, was a man mild, humane, and charitable, ..—- 
— 4 capable of all others, of entertaining the purpoſes attributed - 
WiIrxxssgs CALLED IN. DEFENCE. : | 


g 7 
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The Court and Jury returned into Court at nine, and, after 
being called r 


F * 
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Ae you. « Member! of the Cotreſponding Saciety - 
A. Yes, I entered into it about two years fince, and with- | 
drew my name after Mr. Hardy was appretiended. © + 
2. Did you frequent the ſame divifion ? — A. Tes, fre- , 
JJ... 88 
Q. What was his conduct? — A. The moſt orderly and 
peaceable. He even requeſted that no perfon would bring 4 
ſtick, leſt it might be conſtrued into an offenſive weapon. 

Q. What Was his object as it appeared to you? -A. A 
Parliamentary Reform in the Houſe of Commons. 

Q. Did it appear to you that he wiſhed to dethrone the 
Ring? — A. Certainly ne. 
Did you ever hear him argue that the Houſe. of Peers 
was à uſeleſs body, and ought to be aboliſhed 1 A. No. His 

diſcourſe, when he did ſpeak, (which was ſeldom)! was con- 
C 9 P ²˙ an 


1 : 4 * 
- 1 * A ; p ; 4 1 


1 


1 
0 5 


A 


5 oo political ſubjes?—A:; Tes; and as, F ſaid” before, I 


A 


. ee Ya. 10 


fined. entbaly. to; he mans of. eforming the Houke of of 


 Sogjety * the 


f | 


— his general. character A. So far «1 know 
IO heards. perk ly r en boneſt. 


weeds Cr lacan 5 the Arterney „ 
You ſay that you have ftetuently converfed . bom 


werte 


bt his ſentiments were highly friendly to. the en 
of. © Conftitution. 


Did you'ſee' the Reſolutions entered into? 

(the, paper ſhewn) and the witneſs believed it was correct · 
Was ed _ Sreat Dr eee and An- 
A e ir e * 

Did ou * lber ſeveral ſong 8 at theſe Weelings z 
65, I B heard 1 fongs after diner, ow F do not 
* the contents. 1 

| es: I mar ref your rectory; Wis chere not 
one fung which ( Vegar n 7. 75 the ex ag TM -” 2 


1 oy "Bs? Plant; Plant the inte, 2. firing E = OT . 5; 725 
. Fair Freedom's tree, eee 
1 en! ad #148 wounds ond laune, 


"cps Ne. 4; do not -rocollect. any ſuch. wor being ſung; 
and if they Were; you ſeem to be much, better e 
with the fong than Fam: (X laugh,) 

' CoviT;—This levity is highly reprehenſible, 8 "ndeed, 
ee. Tt is offending the dignity and R of the 
' Court,” Officers, if jou ſee any perſon. guilty of ſuch. 12 | 

ney, 1 direct you ö keks bug into c 1 * immediate 

+ he crier "called llen cee. 

Wes vou at the meeting at Chalk. Farm o?—K, Yom, 
2086 every thing was peaceably conducted. 

Q. What. was the intention of that meeting kd 1 un 
ee it was to o elect freſh et but the meeting was 
diſperſed. | "I" 
0 Do you not know that 2 circular letter was ſent by the 


| priſoner i into Scotland, and ſeveral parts of England, contain- 


ing inſtructions for afſembling a Gg at dinburgli _ 
A. I have heard, but I never ſaw thoſe inſtructions. 8 | 
Q Do you know: the fat?—A. I know that Margarat and 
E: d were depated to be delegates from the. Correſponding 
Benion, * n 1 * 209 * 
On os „ £5 
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- Do: vou know Mr. Thelwatl ?=A. Yea. * 

Then you have ſeen ſeveral of his Ne ſongs? 
48 I have 120 ſeveral of them in my poſfeſſion, dut 1 cans 
not recollect the particular words of either of tlem. 

NT Mr. Hardy viſit Margarot whilſt on board the tranſ⸗ 


ip ?— A. I have heard, th, it e bur it Was * the 


riſe by el 1 N 


2718 Las i — . 


* 


de | Renaming LN Mr. cue, 5 


io You 3 ſwear that during all your eee 
with the priſoner,” you never heard or underſtood that his 
views extended beyond a Reform in the Commons Houſe: of 


Parliament ? A. I do'poſitively ſwear: ſo. 
What was that Reform 18. I mays undetſtdol it to 


1 lo to the plan laid down by the Duke of OOO 
ande ele tions and t f f N 


 Francit bal. Fl bo fg . ame th 


f W 3 
— * 


- * 


Wit are you A. I am un men e 
Was you a Member of the Society in queſtion 2A. T 
way among” the earlieſt ward and e 5 ann 

No. | 

& You know Mr. Hardy, arid what were his public! pen 

_ ciples H. As far as I could learn, fimply to effect en | 

in the Repreſentation in the Houſe of Commons. f 

f | ©. Did he wiſh to effe& this Reform: by open-foroe, or by 
 over-awing the Parliament ?—A. By no means; his viewy, as 

far as I could learn, were to obtain 'the ſenſe of the whole 
"nation by means of a Convention, - and if it ſhould be found 

to be in favour' of the meaſure, then to apply dy: pee ee 

0 che three branches of the Legiſlature. : 
Did it appear to you that he intended: 46 abridge che 
Kia of his authority ? A. 1 never heard che e e bil 

Hint of ſuch an intention. 
Cr to abolifh the Houſe of Lords =-A; Na 8 
Q. Do you know what character he bears ?—A. I 5 als _— 

_ ways heard that he was a peaceable and orderly man, and ra- 

ther inclined to a religious turn of en e ee 1 


ry 


2 ys Yſf-examined by "tht" Army S, E194 


With u reſpea to the meetings and reſolutions · ati tha Globe 1 
Tien Ohalk Farm, Ste. his anfwers were: very: &mijor to 9 

„o given * the laſt Wn andtherefors uged no repetitien. 

| Ks Q. Do 


7D 
1 T 214 "by | 
__ - - .Q Do "IR know-Franklow. of Lambeth Walk ? — N I hs; 
Was not à Club formed at his-houſe, called the Lojat | 
EE Lak th Afﬀociation ? A. I have heard there was. 
'Q Have you heard the members of this cub; exerciſed | 
themſclves with muſquets 8-1 | 
A. F have heard ſo, but I 40 Sot 3 thi fd. 
Q. Hare you ever n 2 TOP: _ + Shed, ordering 


. Pikes to be made? 
A. I never di I 


— ; 
ou = know Rewards, one of the delegates 
1 id . abs # 3 


— 


: A. e bes T EPL 3 KL 3 es.” 5 
Wa you at Robins 's e e when * re. 12 
bis leave ? PIR «IS vt 1d AE LIRA) Le 09 Þ 
Een, bend hill Ks i 4 | 
ave you ſeen a ike this, beginnin « St e- 
f be — ty a Farce, or, Ern A = 
ket ?” (the hand-bilt che wn.) | 
8 Ph T e ſaw or heard of ſuch. a | hand-bill arid this 
&, © 7 * +. SA r . 
r this hand. il 7 (the bin Ns 4, The Ins tell us 
ve are in danger from an invaſion of the French.— The Outs 
tell us that vv are in danger from the Heſſians and Hanoverians. 
In either caſe, we ſhould arm n get ne and 


how to uſe them 8 


* A. I never law this bill. | 1217 5 . 
1 1 de yon not heard that a bill-ficker was « employed to 


Rick . K ͤ EA 2 
A. I have heard cata perſon. was to het paid for that pur 


__ Pole, br Vai adult 705 were at Chalk Farm, dai you kon, what | 
were the reſolutions entered watt pr that banc; Bl 15 
A. I do not recollect. _ TW FUE 855 pt #X : 
Did you vote Jor them Fe Ks - \ ey 5 8 


J did you vote for ee hich you u fd . not 


- Q. 


underſtand or hear? 
A. I voted'for them on account of che good opinion I en- 


l tertained of nd -pexſons who drew 2 up 2 Propoſed 
= them. 39 — "© 1 | ” 
= Who were thoſe 1 | e ee 
1 3 1 underſtand Martin, Thelwall, and a „„ 
. Did you. {ee à paper purporting to recommend that no 
more petitions mould be preſented, as it would be uſeleſs? 8 


A. No, T never ſaw ſuch a paper. 


* 
7 


ele ve —— of the” EINE a and like- 


* 


” . 
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3 3 Alexander Wills examined by Mr. Bee N This. mit- 1 
wie * 


N as 1. 


Wie of the -Gouſtituticnal. Society. He: * A Similar eli. 

mony with the other witneſſes of the views and drift of the 

Priſoner Hardy and the qther members of the ſociety, that a 

arliamentary reform in the Houſe of Commons was their 

l Fo object; that at ſuch; of their meetings as he had attended, 

he never heard any thing derogatory -to the King, but on the 

contrary the utmoſt reſpect and honour; that it was never 

intended to overawe parliament, but to ere 2 reform 
8 the King and Parliament. N Mee 

What er does the lane beaw?: 4 4,otf ef 
p 1 1 Jap Ch uaderſtoos hey ohm cs "was without xeprozch. 
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 Croſe-rxamined by | Beer, ER Te, 7 


What are Perils bn pool gny e 
* Na are Pale, (EE in 3 borer ot Ech a 
Q. What impelled you to become,! 2 Li W 

AI heard there were ſome clever perſons-belopgi ging. to it, 
and not having the honour of hearing the debates in the Houſe | 
of Commons, I thought I ſhould hear ſome good ſpeeches. 

Mr. Bower queſtioned him reſpecting the Chalk Farm buſi- 
5 nith, the reſolutions, bande tile, Ke. al of Thien wa was un. 
acquainted with, THE £3 
Q. Do you know any Ding about hand-bills "a ho 
A. I recollect that a ſubſcription arcs Was a bil-icker 
who was impriſoned. Nia E Be ' E 
What was his name e 481 87 7 I 


a 5 I think it was ee 2014247 l bags > 24 il 7 


William Sabine, a member of the. ſaciety, was q next called. 
| This witneſs gave the ſame account of the prineiplęs pb ; | 
Correſponding Society which all the other witneſſes dide co 
58 Did you ever ſee the priſonet produce a letter 8 
[Sheffield at _ of the meetings, purporting to be an anfwer 
| pies? the town reſpeQting| any orders for the manufaGory af 
ikes? | 
1 A. No; the priſoner neyer produced ſuch a Jetter to LJ = 
1 "or to any other perſon in my preſence. A 
How long have Jou £nowg Mr. Hardy, and what is 
his Ster ? 4 48 ei ak te) le 4 
A. I have known him twenty Tears 1 never heard any 4 
on otherwiſe than that he was an orderly, quiet, peaceable man, 42 
. and a good friend aud à g eee * any * 1 
ever heard. 
Q. Is that his general character ?. „ 
| A 1 . a * . 115 nes E 
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3 op Ped dip ir x the ode Tenn = 


* * 4 1 
A. Tes, I was. 


e you at the mecting at 
| 15 | 


es. „ "Ni drfts dt 178 
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int —— WY TIF eee, | 

2 A det. 1 | om . er Py not + arc 0 
2 ie 2112 & ror 1 engage Yan, rot U 

4 "4 have aw habit) inattentivencſs about me, and always 


== * han did you 80 after themetting at Chalk Farm pe 
i went: wich Mt. Lovett, the Chairman, and © 
3 2 _ . 
154672691," ff 
e yon ever ez te priſangn produce ry ler from 
Sheffield, . ee bf ted, | 1 | 
LE No, T neter arc 5 1 10 ae 1 
e id yow' beat any ſonge fangs any.of the, ne 
eb eueral... te AVIS i & e oP - 


e a 
4 11 


y thing . 
e de J man of property: as | 
E pe St e lO vb . A 31] 7 ” 
. eis e 10 + 10s Watz +10 He - 
8 : . "Ih n 12881 1 30 579 * 
LE 1 2 L cannot now: L fo : N 
b ff Try—Upon - the queſtion b 3g cee ly put, the 
laid he was a mer met Bair-dre CT | 
* f ith, 0932: f * % 8 54 : 58 5 5 10 it * 1 
BEE 
WY 32-4 1107 16a, $2 * 20 n 9 3 et 1 wy 2 irt 1715 | 


What are vou, "Ip 4. tn th 33 
% A taylor. I became a 


N in April 1793. 


ol the Conlblin 5 
Q. While 


. * 


5 „„ 
| 5% was» ember, what were the views of the 
— Our Shy object, at leaſt 26 it appeared to meß was to 
a Reform in the Houſe of Commons, by a full and 
fair repreſeutation Wo 1 People of” Great Britain i in — 


0 Houle.” EO 
| Did you at any time collect 9 dle -rhenbers that 


15 chey <ntertained a project to effect a Reform by: force of urns? | 
' + . A. No, by no ag n know : * — ad & 
How | ye you wa the iſoner ' what 
e - Th a 
A. I hare known him. ny ears, and I kiddies avs 
nor ever heard but that his character was N ane, both 


as a tradeſman and à moral man. 
Here were a few croſs queſtions put, «i no importance. 
Thus far the evidence went to eſtabliſh the views of the 
[IT AT and to wipe away any impteſſion which might have 
been made on the charge of Ur delign to er the” bras oa 
Conftitution, „ 
| The next head confited of evidence to the priſoners. cha- 
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8 2 iii i. van, 5 eee | 1 

& Dam a eee | © wakes et” 

85 . «the by and whas is his 
3 fo 

A. I have known him thirty years. ; * 1 — foremart. 

With me ſeven years ; he has quitted me about three years, . 

He was a faithful ſervant, and, as a its: e N to 


be peaceable, quiet, and , E ebe e | 5 | | . N 
> Are F. a member? — 
A. No, I was never lined into. any ae ſociety. _— 


4 be Rev. Mr. Oliver, a Diſſenting Miniſter. I bare. 
known Mt. Hardy three or four years, Vn PRE 9724 r 10 
habe been intimate withthim. ; © - ©. | 
2. Did you ever heat him ſpeak Sone the ſocieties is 4 | 2 
feet a parliamentary reform? A. I haves ſeveral times heard. i 
him- fay, When the "ſociety has been the topicof diſcourſe, 
that their object was to obtain a reform in a peaceable and ü 
legal way, upon the plan laid down by the Duke of Rich- 4 
mond and Mr. Pitt in the year'1 982. I have ſeen the'pri- 
ſoner in his-own houſe ſince the report of do ee was 


mate to. the Houſe of Coptons, Wot Et Os ERIE 
an A TRI ws | Lord: 


10 
* 


the object was folely'to reform the 7 T 


hopes of cis; their fignatures tq petitions Which v. were . N 


FS PR 
* * x* OY 
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8 9 5 
. foe 


„„ 3 . 
"Lond pte, 1 n de net with eacllect hin 


felf. 6 1 be Ia lordſhip's pardon; I fret myſelf in anerror, . 


but L. aßßure dihip that it was nt an intentional error., 
Tord Preũdent. Tapprchend not. Go on. I believe it 


_ mas in” y or june when I fa, him laſt; and he then in 4 
converſation avowed the ſame views nod. principles,” from 


A varied er e er N ner f 


Q. Are you a. member of the Correſponding or the Con- 
ſtitutional Society ? * LOWE fed! HIGH ILSS 
A. No, I have divine” ſervice to perform, and 4 ſera 


mons to deliner ah Lord's day] ante . . 


hat is the Ad at Serious e 
aud canſcientiouily helieve that he is 2 ak 


> 


L xeally 
who fears God, ' honours the King, loves his fellow-creatares. 


- Naviel Steward, ſecretary. to ee of oer r 5 
ah People, examined by Mr. Gibbs, w 2 
Do you know the priſoper PWW 

es 1 hart ſern bim ſeteral⸗ 10 Sis never. 
converted with him until December 1792, Which was in 
conſequence of a letter ſent by him to the ſociety of the Friends 
of the People, to which I wrate an anſwer, under the direc- 
tions of the committee, and 1 it to the priſoner's oo 
From that time there aroſe an dens and I . 
upon him three or four rimes: in 2 week 1 z and f 5 
RA 6 IB 8 

What was your 8 pil 

A. Whenever we converſed, the pr 755 pes Mars, . "Il 


9 


reſentation in the ouſe - 
of Commons. Por that purpoſe bo contin yed to Inform the 


people at large of che bad fate of reprefentition, under the ,. 


be preſented to each branch 12 che legiſlature, | in order 10 

tain def. : 
Did you ever hear 3 fay chat at was his mention, or. RE] 

thaz of any other perſon, to obtain this reform by ſoree? 
A. Neyer; and from the implicit confidence he placed in 
me, I think it is hardly poſſible but 1 -epuſt have 57 1 it * 

ſuch had really been the cafe. uy 
Q. Did you agree to the ſame plan wk he priforier 25 75 

a No, we-ditfered widely in our opinion, not on the n ne- 
ceſſity of bringiog the meafure abbut, but on the mode . 
effecting it. Hardy invited that the Duke of Richmond's 
plan was the beſt, and chat any thing ſhort of that would be 

0 no avail, : as it would not bell N cure . the corrup- 
25 * 4 3 | A tion 


11 


1 0 1 


tion hi badpfronvtime to time, crept into the — 
tion of the people; whereas, my opinion was contrary, 2s 

I thought that univerſal ſuffrage would be tod extenſive,” | 

and g an Mage eleQion'whs tog hott a pexiod, I rather 
inclined to the Conſtitution eſtabliſhed at the Revolution: 8 
1788, with an extenſion to all taxable 1 who eu wet 


burthens of the ſtate. 15 How wht HL 
What is his charadter? | | 118 

A. A harmleſs peaceable man, - of ſober converſation, a amia- 
ble manners, and good morals: 400108 


John Carr, a very reſpeQable {choolmaſter. he eng 
the priſoner twenty years; he lias always been à man of a * 
markably peaceable diſpoſition, ard of the beſt character. 

PRES other wi gave the ſame kind of teſtimon . 
ohn Stevenſon, a coabmerchant. T have known him nina 
years z he was: always peaceable, and a8 a motal man nen ti 
know his sor. . 

Peter Macbean, a oemaher. IL hive ache the oriſolice. 
| ſeventeen years, and he has e au 9 n 100 
both e eee JJV 
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QA Are you; - eiche Gorteſpondit Sh 555 Ty #3 313! 
A. Yes, and was a member at it's firſt inſtitution. I conti; 
nued to be e for Tod Py uſed to PINOT the n 5 


viſion No 8. 245 4 
Q.. om you not ſubleride for Mr, Paine's works? 7 WER 
A. | 4 10 1097 

Bid the Divißon which you belobged to enter into pogo 
ſubſcription. for thoſe work? ET ON 5 | 
A. Not that IL know of. bs 1 | 50 6 rk RO; ka 
- Recolle&, Did you never bus bet. 4.0 PL 


. No, I cannot charge " N Wick any ſuch: circum. 
ance. 
| Q. Yau ſay t that you. waioge of the belt e ier 8 

was it then held n e 

A. In Exeter "TEAS | P 

Ep mapy members ad) you, and who was in hs 

25 Margarot was in the chair at the e which I 1 
tended ; and 1 Waller there Were thirty or forty members 
preſent, a airs 

Wh 0 drew LL the 1 nus of the e 
© | =e 2 "XI 


EY > 4 2 #44 #S 4 
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1 : ö 
4 ? * : 8 
\ 3 4 1 . 
21 4 
1 wes * 3 4 . 
23 : : wn 
n 0 5 
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1 21 am * aka it wa 0h Nees whe: 
| 8 ſettled in a committee. 

Alexander Gordon, a cordwainer. 1 have known the pri- 
= ber twenty years, during which time he has borne an excel - 
1 dent character for peaceable behaviour, honeſty and induſtry. 
5 John Boak, cabinet- maker. have known. him ten * 
= es Was, nn ba that . a RNs FRO one man... go 


n & 26:3 * 1 * * 
— Mr. ; 93: 
5 Feier 33 
r vb * 8 RS 
© * *% 
PP * : 
” * 


2. Was you a member of the Ges 
A. Yes; but I have quitted' INES: 3. 
Mathew Dickey—I have known the priſoner five years, and 
" hive always underſtood him to bear an excellent character, oor 
_ Roy peaceably and +7 ii * 
Mr. We Wy Lond, we have not gone through half of 
"the evidence for t priſoner ; and as my learned friend, Mr. 
9x4 Erſkine, has b by hie great Exertions endured ſuch fatigue, I truſt 
"the Court will 1. us wih an adjournment. 
Lord Prefident. The Court is very defirous to 9 the 
09 pr wy poſſible. This ſeems to be a duty both with reſpect 
28815 Jury and the priſoner. I therefore hoped and expected 
6d =_ —— e to character "might have been finiſhed to- 
+ might; that the Attorney General might reply on Monday. - 
* rx. Erſkine. If your Lordſhip' sold direct that We ſhall 
pProreed, I apprehend that we ſhall enter into evidenee which 
maß be objected to. In that cafe, in my preſent exhauſted 
tate, I cannot poſibhy take that active part which may be ne- 
--1;:1c6flary..to ſupport the evidence which I mean to bring forward. 
2 5 therefore rely upon the candout of the I N 825 
and the indulgence of the Court to adjourn. 
Sir John Scott gave his int. 5: 2 i 
= The Court at one o'clock ö morning adjourned to 
© - . i e 
1 by; After the adjournment, 2 miſtaken perſon ran 1 to the 
4 Sate, and called out, An acquittal, an acquittal,” u 
nr” which: a numerous afſembla; "of AE W e rg th in the 
» Old Bailey, burſt into a loud huzza! 
I The court was truck ver 4 much; the avenues were e, 
=; and the people were quickty undeceived. In about three 
1 Fr minutes, A ſtill louder huzza was repeated, -ſeveral times. 
= - :,; The theriffs-y were directed to enquire into the cauſe, and upon 
4 2th „ theis return reported that Mt. Erſkine had chat moment en- 
3 el into his car 9 and he Populace Had welcomed him | 
RET. with their gratula A Moe s rr ee + | 
= -. WES 3 my Mr. 


a+] 


rp 221 1 


Ar. 


FL - Mr; Sheridan and l Mr. Grey were likewiſe ap plauded. The 
1 proceedec to take ont the horſes * Mr, Eriking's 


Carriage: He remonſtrated with, and earneſtly. red them 


. to.defiſt, but in vain, for they effected their purpoſe, and drew 
3 in "his carriage to Serjeam'g. Inn, with continued ſhouts 
olf triumph. 8 When he alighted, he addrefſed the great body 
of people, defiring t them to be peaceable and to return to their 
| homes;' not doubting But che laws of their country would 


rotect innocence, 404 diſpenſe equal juſtice to every man. 


= Ys gave him three ene, and * * 


* 


* 
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A; 1 ve, la r. 1 7 


Mort i. 3 Nen Nerzuset 3. 


{3.5 82 8. 


The Court. fat at half paſt eig ght in the morning, and pro: 
'- geeded on the evidgnce for the Skit. . 1 


Mr. Erſkine ſtated, that he meant to call tft ee | 


© that a letter, which had been given in evidence on the part 


of the proſecution, written by one Davidſon, who had reſided | 


80 Sheffield, to the Secretary of the Norwich Patriotic: So- 


5 * dieties and encloſed in another which was ſent to Hardy, was 


found in Hardy's poſſeſſien, are at the tiwe be was taken 


into ouſtody. 4 FJ: 


r proved 3. and Chief Juſtice Eyre 
deu, obſerved, that Hardy had no right to open the letter that was 


+ encloſed for. the Secretary. at Norwich; but what conſtituted 


the weight of the proof in favour: of Hardy was, chat he had 


not ſent that letter to Norwich. o&9 bis; 


| David-Martin ſaid, he was an engraver, and: live at 'Shef- 
Wo He had reſided there about twelve years; and carried on 


"W of // trade. He had become a member of the Sheffield Society with- 


2 
1 " 
# $5 
1 = 
”— 


in three months of: i it's commencement, and had e e to 


* a member till the time that 1 e and others had deen 
= is object was to obtain 
21 reform in the Commons Houſe of Fe by legal and 
Conſtitutional, means; and from all that he 'bbſerved, heard, 


taken up by Government. He ſaid 


and ſaw, in the courſe of his attendance on that ſociety; he 


:; +hadno reaſon to ſuppoſe their views were different from his. 
Asa had not the, molt. diſtant idea that the ſociety meant to 
attack the 'Governmept. hy an armed force. He was a mem- 
Ar at the time that they ſent a Aelegate | 5 59 one 


2 
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On hie croſs-examination, he ſaid, the perſons ho princi- 


* 


of the:Britiſhi'Conyention, which was held at Edinburgh; ag 


of it.” ide kee Mr. Yorke. He belicyel 


Sheffield;-* He had frecuentiy heard hiem, boch in public and 


in private: though he could not ſay he was very intimate with 


Convention: He thought Mr. Brown was a peaceable, well: 


diſpoſed man. Letters ha occaſionally paſſed between their 
Society and the Society. of Stockport; and he believed? they 


. 


There was no intention fo toneh- the Houſe of Lords. He * g 
was at Caſtlehill when Mr. Yorke made a ſpeech there. 


part relat er 
Commints at: Sheffield, He did not hear that a'refokution ©. _ 


he was” not a” _ 


him, an chat he entertained: exactiy the ſame opinions om Par- 
hamentary Reform. He could not recollect the ſpecific dif- 

fetences between him and Mr. Yorke: He ſaid he did not 
know has the editor of the Patriot, though he had heard 
that it v Mr Campbell Brown, their delegate to the Scottiſh © | 


were aſſociated for the ſame -peaceable/ purpoſes-with'theni« © | 


* CHEF -. ſelves: 7 15 
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tape He 8 wakes: was made on eis n, 10 
addreſs the Houſe of Commons; but he did not know ir was 
made, by contrivance, to be negatided. 
On re · examination, he: ſaid; that tee Mr. Car 
do, while he attended the Britiſn Convention at 
by „the ſociety gave him no power to act but by 2 and 
tational means. He for one would not have conſented 
to fend him to Edinburgh, if he bad conceived that he would 
have tran ſgrefſed the — the law. The proceedings at 
Caftle-hill, and Mr. Yorke's ſpeech were publiſhed, and the 
A bad read the Tpecch after it was . | 


wy aue Oakes Bai n 
. He had been a member of the . + Society of 
| Sheffield fince the year 1791. Their object was Parliamenta- 
ry Reform by peaccable means, and no other; and it was 
with this view that they: ſent delegates to Scotland.” They 
had no defign whatever againſt the King, or the government 
of the Country: They had no idea of attacking it, and this 
he ſwaxe-with a very ſolemn degree of earneſtneſs. He never 
heard of any propotition-for making pikes till they had been 
1 and attacked by the oppoſite party, and e 
made of it im the ſociety. Being aſked what he meant by the 
oppoſite party? He ſaid ſome rudividuals 3 * the W 18 
not the . or magiſtrates. Saks 21-4 wa 
e e, Jo gu | _ 
He Fry not: besann the Sheffield Society was 8 45 
with that of London. Was prefent when they reſolved not 1 = 
to petition Parliament any more, finding their former R 4 
tions had been rejected; but believes it was their intention to 
petition his Majeſty. He did not know of the letter of the 
14th of March 1792; reſpecting the Rights of Man, thoumqnm 
he had entered the ſociety in the year 1791. But to account. 0% 
for this, he ſaid, that they entruſted the, management of 
great part of their affairs to their committee, who were 3 
not accuſtomed 0; . all their ProcercRngs to the einer = =— 
at large. 8 = 
- LAt. this time Ste the Sheriffs obſerving, o or thinking” ue” 
that he obſetved ſome noiſe in the Students) gallery, called to 
tell them, that if they did not pay more attention to me 
Court, he would turm rhem all out. He faid he had his _w 


upon them for ſome time. 
I The Lord Preſident. «6 Gentlemen, this is not che gelt time 
chat this has been remarked to me; and I expect from you an 
ee to be ſhewn of. gogd ** to others. If you de 
otherwiſe, 1 


. 5 diſgrace 


ceived. 


a 
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yourſelves and great nfl the. 
7 ENOTES Deck Ni ahelas 
The witneſs then-read, e laber which was] aided . 
0 Biz mentioning their forming a correſpondence with the 
London Conſtitutional Society, and alfo the letter from Hardy, 
which adviſes their diſtributing themſelves into ſmall-divifions. 
for the more convenient propagation of their principles. He 
never heard this letter n ta the ſociety, but can- 


FS ene 
vic Ia. FE: „ * 1 of 


not ſay that it had not been/communicated, as he did not re- 


attend at their meetings. Does not know Brown the 
delegate fo the Britiſh Convention, and editor of the Patriot; 
but read ſeveral 3 ark that publication, as MINN in in 
the Sheffield Regi 25 
He chen read the refolutions of the Sheffield Society, o 
thanks to Paine fob his:book of the Rights of Man, which he. 
fad were circulated by them through the town and its neigh-. 
bourhood; but that wa#efore the work had been declared to 
be a bel He was aſked, what was the uſual number of 
the ſociety? He ſaid it amounted to ſome hundreds. Why 
then did they ſay in ſome of their publications, that their 
numbers exceeded 2, ooo He ſaid that miſtake migbt — 


be committed, as perſons attended the meetings 5 
were not regularly pre Kapy members. What were 5 


have done if Government . thew? TP mw: 


5 


ſubmitted. 5 * % 2 2 IF» 


* ; re 2 * 
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HAS e | "Dania . itengt 
hs e had bremexamined before, now produced 
a letter 6 gned on, Sheffield, 14th May, 17921 The 8o- 


ier of the” Friends of che People had on the 26th. of April 


iſhed cheit deelaration, and this letter from Aſton, Preſi- 


deut of the Sheffield Soeiety, tontuined a full approbation of 


it, and expreſſions of attachment to the Conſtitution; and 
propoſed that the different Sbeieties ſhould ſend deputies to 
London t co-operate! in obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. 
Forthis the Friends of the People returned a civil.anſwer, en- 
couraging them to ptoceed in the ſame principles of modera- 


tion, obſerving that Liberty was in little danger from its open 
aid avowed enemies, but may ſuffer much from the indiſ- 

_ cretion of its friends, which their dexterous o pponents: were 
careful to avail themſelves of, &c. To this they had a reply 
from Ark aon * appivvingef the anſwer he had re- 


88 N. . 
512 oe Uf Wa 6 4 


Mr. Erſkine ties read the ddeciwation of the Friends of the. 
People, which appeared at the time in all the newſpapers,” 


. obſerred 92 the Jury ur PEE by the ſignatures . 


annexed 
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anhiexed to it, that che fubCcribers/ though” they x may: Solmibly 
| be deceived,” eould have no deſigns againſt the Conflimions.” 
He then read over the names of thofe Noblemen, Members 
of Parliament and other Gentlemen, WhO figned the Decla- 
ration; and produced u ſmile in the Court,” by the vivacity 
wich wien on coming to dhe name of che Han: [Thoniag. 
Erfſrine; M. P. he ſaid; meaning me Gentlemen. 
Mr. Stuart was chen oroſs- examined by the Atjochey: Ge 
neral: He ſaid, that on the 24th ef May, he took the letter 


in anſwer to chat of Aſton to Mr. Gray, at the Houſe of 
Commons, to be ſigned by him as chairman, and ſent it off 


by the poſt that evening. What was Mr. Aſton ; A tanner. 
ar it of his on fancy that he addreſſed him by the title of 


Eſq.? No, it was at the deſire of the Committee. Did the | 


Committee know Afton's ſituation in life? He believed not 
| at that time. Did he not hear of Aſton's letter of the-26the- 
of May to the Conſtitutional Society in London, dene * 


the moderation of the Friends of the People? No. a {op 


At was ehen obſervei, that as a letter takes two. days in its 
pay io Sheffield by the poſt, this letter to the Conſtitutional 
Ssefet / ef the 24th of May muſt have been written on the 


ſame day on which he received the letter of the Friends of che | 


People, dated a gti of the ſame-month, (et nl 24h 
Did he knw that the ſociety of Sheffield had tele 


bers aſſociated to the Gpniticutioonl Society: of London e HE. 
did not. ; ; f Ty | 


A very reſpectable liR 4 names had been read, ſabſeribers N 


| to the declaration of the Friends of the People. How many . 
” ob3theſe had fince left that Society? About 2 dozen. Wers 


not ſome of that ſociety members alſo of the Conſtitutional 
Society? Some of them were then mentioned, and amongſt 


others, we think, Lord John Ruſſel, Mr. Dydley North Mr.. 


Curwen, Dr. e Mr. Cartwright, Mr, eee 
Mr. Wharton, Se, 0 n 
Howe long has Mr. We 8e boon 'A wap your bete. 
yl He belonged to it before L had any connection with it. 
Do you not uſually. i inquire into the deſcription af bee 
before you direct letters t them We do 
Was Lord Daer a member of your ſociety? He i . 0 


Did yqp not not:know wes be N eg tt to "Oi San | 


Convention? Ves. 145 
Does he ſtill remain a member F A ; 
Mr. Erſkine. Lord Dare, one of the ſons of Lord Selkirk, 5 
was known to be a delegate to the Britiſn Convention, and no 


motion has in 3 been made to expel him Toy! the s 


ſanity! 18 not that * rc Stuart? It is. : Sy 
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=. ic __ General prefling the witneſs with reſpe&t to 
© . Wie inconiltency off 9 ſending letters of ſo different a 
wee n tothe Friends of the People and the Society for 
| Conffiturional Information, apparently on the ſame day, 
4 . Erlkine, in order to conclude an gxamination — : 
I » ap aged to Him more tedious, than intereſting, aſked Mr. 
rt, if he ever ktiew of a man changing from a monarchy. 8 
5 Ake büblican in the intervak of one poſt ? cla 
3 "The Atta anicy-General, faid,” that he had better aſk him ir 
| have 4 mn change from 4 reformer to a traitor in the 


ard Prebdent exprefling bis -lſapprobaion of: this 
retort, the examination' of Mr. Stuart was: ono | 


preſent cloſed. IF | 
| "Erikine expreficd las e e that bis client flould | 
- 4 be ebarred the benefit of evidence of this nature, which had 
been withheld on any former occaſion. One inſtance 
"excepted, the. l did not furniſh a precedent ; 
when et ted that the execrable Jeffries ſat in judgment 
| it would be ſuperflucus to aſſigu any . 
Ber 1 of Juſtice dught to be 75. fam. 
for ome to no ee bees an 1 peg = 

TR to. hing on 2 Wit in a great 
_ degree to the re 2 of the, caſe.” He then 1 — . 
” Into arguments 0 n che analogies of evidence,” The — 
” aha Ganz of. King's Bench, 9M the argument in the 
Hale determined that a, N 8 5 the year 488 Was 
BA 2 no for a fimilar publication in the year 1794 

| Hoy | fact was charged, did not bear upon the 5 
dy's accuſation; was not grounded on any 


. F * 9 


eri Ind treaſgnable intention of the wind. 
relore a Habt Ci enidence to his opiniong nd 
| 1 i ene ses nunc Sb a 4311 
dee ef Lord George, Gordon refted principally upon 
= and. though 1 on was conduted by 
1 2 great experience 197 they ſuffered him 
1 Ce) to ane ten, W icneſſes in, on the lubjec.of | 
== : Ve of his mind.. N 
et case be, cited was 5 8 Lad Ruſſe greed 
= x. the; King's des 22 170 ; 
e Age ine, of ein de he £9- 
ren i blut vr 1552 + bets 17 
- - Fareſecing-an-oppalition. on this, ground, little, 
bad for ſtudy, he took care to be prepared upon "1 
Ft with caſes from the * G where the accuſed were 
3 3 A 


$ 


— was the 1 ** N circle . 
duced by a man's general demeanor: ne which reaſon. 4 Wikn 
to character was not aſked, What does this man ? or, Wh 

does that man ſay of him ? But, from a You know, what, 18 

your opinion of him ? 

Henry Corniſh, i in the reign of James II. accuſed of c | 
poſing the Bing! S death, WAS. ſuffered to give evidence of b his 


1158 Auſten, in, the 2d . William and Mary, was Zccük. 
1 7 of endeavouring to introduce popery, and was tried b&. 
fore Judge Holt; and that great lawyer” ad not GO Ris 

. Spine © evidence. to Mew his | attachment to" the” | proteltant _ 

Sir John Frend was accuſed ee e the life of the So- 

- verei n, agd was allowed to give Sade to ſhew that he ex- 
Preſſed his deſire of living, 3 peaceably Tunger the "government, 

- which, however, he did not uke is 30 29rg3b 
* In all theſe cafes it was parent chat general character hd 
nothing to do in theſe teſtimbnies; the character in ſuch. 
ſtugtien which Will operate As evidence muſt be | 


—d4 2 


dhe offene. ee 151m) 6.201 eee 
nde bd of William'and , we find Cook admitted to | 
"Bye! 1 8 0 evidence on 1 Pia, e 


"bj N , a Waterman, belonging to Queen Anne, was Fold 
25 the at&t of pulling down meeting-houſes, which by the ſta- 

* is made conſtructive treaſon, and evidence was admitted 
. his converſation, to prove him friendly to government! He 
 \therefote aſked ho more now for Hardy, chan what wasgranteil. 
100. others” in Umilar ſituations before him; and” —_— 

this, He may Rand upon the rules dPoridiinee? 2þ 

hr Mr. Gi ds ſaid, it was laid doww'by*Lord Hales, that 1 
5 "ation in Tfelf indifferent, may; by/attending* circumſtances, 
| converted! into an Gert d of treaſon; and when the 
© Crown had an öppbrtunity tf ruhſacking che whole of a mans 
fe and e he ſhould at leaſt have the means f 


dutting CI INT his former an- 
5 . Yerſation. Sa wag EY 7 01. 195 $003 59 + Fo Ben 
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1 Abe en ona replied to the argument ata 
IT :doner's, He .faid, that in the caſe of Sh ef Kol, alu 
hk by Mr. cunt, a new trial had n moved for by hi 


evidence which ought to have been adduc d 
| 468 the learned gentleman that day, he mi 
:aCourt with an opinion unfavop uxibleto the jepu 
e He hoped, tha, de curls of 5 Au! 

ing the life of the priſoner at the ber wry ga? the life 3 every 


on the ground that Mr. Juſtice Wilſon had refufed to the = 
the 


. in che country, the learned Count would decline mak- 


- Ing any c 3 on the difference eee a poor ſhoe- 
„maker perſon of tank and fortune; or, if be would 
not decline ry be truſted he would have the | goodneſs to 
ate; where, in the Souls; 21.9 of, the, preſent. trial, or had ſeen 
scan; ſevere or imp „ gr on the part of the proſecu- 
tion. The law ef , like tlie care of Providence, 
wetten dite the chig rn the . the rich and the pobr; 


Hand he conſented that he might, from this moment, be con- 


„ degraded and infamous man, ra wes leech time, during 
- \ithe courſe 2 the proſecution, he. ſho act, with reſpect to 


the priſoner; at the bar, in any other [manner than the law 


authoriſed. If he could be guilty of ſuch a crime, he would 
merit the reproach. and exectations of eyer 
- Sys. he: ſhould.; deſerve that death which, the 


vide. 2 19 Hoi N. YI 13. D386 SiH 8 
When the de- ns of, Mr. Tooke, in the! Corftitational 
Society, had been received in evidence, it-was:;becauſe what 
wy he had- ſaid there related tothe buſineſs of the ſociety direct- 


* 


good man, 4 
Noe mb the 
bar would moſt undoubtedly ſuffer, provided. -he Was — ; 


© ly, to the tranſactions in 3 both the FR were con- 


nnd. In the caſe of Lord G ach Mages be his declarations 
were facts, and therefore they had been received in evidence. 


Any thing that Me. Hardy had ſaid i 2 7 of the ſocietics, . or 


:any.where elſe, reſpecting the conce the Societies, might 

by heard; but here was a efoclman- (Mr. Daniel Stuart) 
who did not belong to an 1 f of the focieties, :. and who only 
heard the ſentiments of Mr. 


ceived in favour of the re it muſt alſo by the rule 


of che priſonet at the Bar, no further evidence: could be given 
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- 
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Hardy in private; converſation. 
Such evidence could not be 3 2hrÞ If it could be re- 


oof law, be reciyed againſt h 725 and though, in the caſe 
Ur 


dan the part of the . Crowns, it ſhould be conſidered what 

ne A migbt lead to: he. ſhould conſider it his duty 

do bring that ſpecies of evidence for the Crown, Dy proſecu- 
3 * ocalion te conduct. WA NR 

| Wes . he 


tt! 129 1] 5 


200 The Soliciter General ſaid a few words. Aae 1 
. of the caſes quoted by Mr. Erſkine, he denied ſome points 
which _ entleman had aſſerted. Mr. Solivitor faid the dup- 
2 1 I derſtood it. wel wy dog. * - 
Mr. Erſkine. ou certainly 40 not ee CEPY = 21 Rr {> 
[This obſervations: in à particular tone of voice, nettled 
24 "46 Solicitor: : He aſſerted he knew his duty in the civil and 


. 


5 criminal law of the country : as well as the earned gentleman 


= I A few arguments againſt the a miſhblity of Mr. Stuart's 
- evidence. (38S £9270 | 
Mr. Erſkine agreed with and jabmitied, to the 33 
3 He noticed the improper warmth of the Solicitor Ge- 

f 58 to whom he would have been the firſt to make a proper 
fatisfaction if he had given offence. From the language that 
was ſometimes made uſe of, even between himſelf and his 

«learned friend, who were on terms of the moſt perfect in- 

_ - timacy and friendſhip, it might be ſren how little confidence 
there was to be placed in words ſpoken in beat, whether 
they were uttered in 2 Court of Juſtice, or 2 diviſion of the 
* London Correſponding Society; by Mr. Yorke or Mt. Solici- 
| cor Genera). & 1.2171 29 blu gl 13% 11 TC 2 
The Preſident of che W interrupted Mr. Erſkine, 
"He mentioned the ſituation of the Jury,” Re! IEA ang 
by eye moment's unneceſſary delay. ; 

Mir. Stu tuart was then aſked, by 8 of 5 C0 _ 
ther = Mi Hardy: ever mentioned to him dhe lag of reform he 
meant g purſue? -\ IV DL HY 109% 220.088, 0190206 

Mr. Stuart faid, his had CE alkanes ahh and fcongly 
0 to the plan propoſed by the Duke of Richmond. 
Q. Have * had frequent opportunities af convering with 
de prifone 1 5 „ 
A. Very frequent. I never was very. much; in poblie, dom 
1 him; be ſupped with me one night along with ano- 
tber gentleman ; we had 2 long converſation: on the ſubſect of 
eiae reform, and the cnly Point oy which we iffered 
uns the propriety of univerſal ſufffaggg ee. 
bar! 18 your opinion of the priſoner's character for fin- 
ee en OV FM BH, DO. 
9165 1 s thon vim thibeacivik; honeſt} good man. 
Mr. F * nd Mr. Andrew Stirling were next called, to 
dove the ions that took place at a meeting held in Scots 
Aland, for the reform of the Scotch boroughs? Tuis evidence 
as objected to by one of ihe Crown: lawyers. | | 
- ...__ The Attorney Genera I no objection co baden that it 
might be 3 


e 


Ped 1 A _ TS. 


wo ox 


* 
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> Phe Pref FE Bot che Court bes al tie sten Wi be 
82 2 to which theſe gentlemen are called to ſpeak have 
"=o manner of connection with the facts alledged againſt the 
iner at the bar. Evidence relative to the Triſh "affocia- 
ie dad been received,” becauſe the witneſſes had ſpoken 
regard to them, and form chat the reform they intend- 
mer urea Bid Duke of Rieh- 

--William Towſhap'faid he was à member of the Socjery ut 
very nearly from the firſt to the laſt; the o 
. they had i in view, was 2 reform in the Houſe of C Loo 
1 they intended to bring it about was by 
wr wa Proceeded on the plan of the Duke of Rich- 
ar was the idea that he formed of the buſineſs; he 
a that the object of the ſociety was different from 
from the knowledg e he bad c the ſociety, he 2 
| that 8 


5 


ous 


2 Seen, he mon d not have belong to aw, , 
2 difeovered' it fmce he became a member, he would 
have withdrawr himſelf. He always underſtood from what 
- was fd in their ſociety, that delegates were choſen in — 
erm the minds of the people, and to . ſuch p 

pers to be preſented to Government 2s they thought the n 


© conducive to bring ahput a Reform in Pauliament; e 


"ou delegate, had nis other authority.“ He faid' with regardto 2 
ty-who © 


< bs goes an J heard th them. threaten | to affaule and inſult e 


| x regard to che pikes, rb fiid' he was almoſt an entire 
— to that buſineſs ; 5 if it had been the object of the W- 
cee to provide arms, he muſt have heard of it, for he was 
in ie emma te and it Was 4 queſtion never agitated in 
. committee tese, eo provide arms apainſt the Government; 
eard \ of ſuch a thing, before or ſince.” He E 
| had ho dey: for his on part, of any Ris.) but à reform © 
- 2x $& Commons Houſe of Fanfaren and he really thought 
aud hoped that was the view of the ſociety. They had the 
of te Duke of Richmond in view, and that was Rated 


« four ths to time in the ſociety, anda dumber of his letters 


- toColonet Sharman had been diftributed' among them for ne 
Ale purpoſe" of informing the ſociety" itſelf of the principles 


en which 3 they's red to him'to adbert tothe” 
. Dr rr N „ 2330 28404 
* N 5 
8 Es on 
F A ; . 1 
3 — | 


. * oy » — - PR” 8 0 
N - . 
+ 2 xe FA 4 — 
f ; 8 , 14 7 
x N 'y 5» N . 44 * 
; 3 GT * Ee 2 af £58 
; . , | ws x 
1 en 8 2 t 4 £3} 5 
— 5 8 2 oy . 3 * & 


2 


I 237 « * 


n bis croſs-examination | he ſaid, he had continued in the-, 
ſociety. for two or three. years. That it was their object a 
along to petition "That be, was at Caſtle-hill, at Ses 2. 4 
the, time of the meeting. 9 the propoſition for a petition to: . 
Parliament. was negatived; there was a very large concourſe a 

hut he could not. fay exactly what was done, for be gould 
not get near er to hear hat was going forward ; he | 
ſes an account of the proceedings afterwards. in Gale's paper, 
he believed the queſtion for petitioning Parliament again was 
carried in the negative; he did not hear any voice in the ar- 
mative, and peed not. Lo of a 7 individual who had 
withdrawn himſelf, in conſequence of the negative, to petitian 
ing Parliament. He had ſome recolleCtion that the proceedings: 
oft the Convention were approved of by, their Society. He: 

not know. that the queſtion, at Caſtle-hill was put for the 
pole. of being negati ved; that was a matter which he 4 
en of. Aſter that propoſition was ne atived, it was fad 
9 intended to petition his Majeſty... With regard to Mr. 
, orke,. he ſaid be had ſeen him at 8 cffield, but never. ſpoke... 

to him; he, did not know. of any pikes being prepared 

the direction of Vorke. He ſaid he had heard that Davidſon: 

' had written 2 letter to Hardy after he had been, taken up. He 

had heard of thoſe defending themſelyes i kd what * called. 

a oꝑpoſition pa 114 | 

= Wow, 2 — 45 again by Mr. Erſkine, bon: ſaid Te, there hads 
1 propoſition for arming he muſt have heard of it; there 
we _ any propoſition, of that Kinds muſt have known: 

itz i hey had any aue We ; they miſt have had a great 
number indeed of them, The baude that was 33 at 

; at Caftl hill, was, the petition; of the people af 
: See. They never negatived the idea of preſentin a pe- 
tigan ta Parliament, that Might; be Agreed on by. tho: /ogates: 

the Conventian. . 439 1 2 8 * 
| Smith, cutler,; in, Sheffield,” laid he. Was. men ber 
| WM ever ſince the, year, 4791 up: to the time when 
as den happeneds the object of de ee 5 
Farham reform. upon the of, the Duke of Rich»: 
mond and Mr. Pitt They, had. peruſed the Duke of Rich- 
- mond's letter to Sharman;; and that contained their 
lor ,exery thing, When they, talked of the Rights bf 
' | repreſentation-1 in Partiatnonny © | jock. 
did. net mean any thing about France, If other people's ob) 
had been different from his, and he had known it he would not 
have been i in the ſociety a age fe. day, 5 never heard it in * 


— — 


| | | ſociety1as.2- intended to the King or any of his 
F —— the , way. "The hey never — 0 4 
2 * * h 5 | touch | 
"Y 24 | | | 4 
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7 rantly, that his ſociety had diſtribut hand-bjl s, eahorting the 
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touch the Crown. Their objects were the 2 Wen 
ges we obtained in 1688; but he never heard that their object ; 
Was to be accomplifhed by forte. He never heard of arms until 
| a paper: was throtyn out in "the ſtreets, and what was publiſhed | 
inthe Courant, calling upon! the people of Sheffictd'to deſtroy | 
thoſe#whoſe. opinions” were different from themſelves; it was 
bn which produced the arms among ſome of the fociety. The 
ty who oppoſed” the ſoclety, when any 8 arrived 

Fon the Continent, came out and fired*piſtols in the ſtreet, 
and one of them fired at his window; che ſociety did not aflem- 
ble to 8 oy, or ever give them any offence of any 
kind; notwithſtanding all this the Roof never regularly arm- 
ed; Frey had wiſhes it they might ve had 10000 pikes in 
one day. They never had : Ari ies rags that of purſuing their 
means by peaceable and orderly proceedings, according to the 

law of the land. He did not Lay know what fome men 
might mean by. calling him a Democrat, but he under ee 
that it meant a perſon who wanted to overturn- the Houſe ' 
of Commons. They r "on Ir 178 of TONE) 22 
| _—— in * h 
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i * Garrowe. i in . ieee A himfelfinuch- 
of the deplorable ignorance of this old man. Though he had 
nod muſket or pike for his own. defence, he applied to noinfagi-. . 

ttate for protection ainſt the threats and ill uſage ofthis per- 

ſecutors, nor did he make any application to that effect to the 

Secretary of State. He acknowledged, though rather reluc- 


people i in the ſame words as thoſe of che other bill of which he 
: 2 tolarm for the protection of their property. Of 
So plan about which he was ſo fanguine an - advocate; he 
zared to have very little conception. The Duke of 'Ricb= 
mond's pas he 2 8 Was a free repreſentation, and Mr. Pitt's 
plan was, may en ſhould have his voice. Being 
Hedi b if he 251 xt a cheap edition of Tom Paine's book ofthe* 
Rights of Man? Aye! ifaid he, and I have ſeen the other too. 
'You of courſe thought it a very excellent book? Aye, that 1 
did. I. liked it very well. Were there not many thouſands of 
that work circulated amongſt the cutlers by a ſubſcription of 
the Society? That and ſome few other books were circulated 
by ſubſcription. This ane as" oor amongſt a few 
friends. | | 
The Counſel then read the ** e din heritable PEER 
: where the people were emacs as __ and herds, uk - 
ed- 


CES 


bed he tn re v favourable bo KI Fr 
He anſwered, that he pelieved aine whip. great friend 1855. . 
but chat r he nor his Society ever —— theſe paſſages 
about Kings : All they wiſhed: was a Parliamentary Refortn. 
Several other paſſag — 5 read; to which the 3 were o 
| ſtupid, that we ſhall not tire gur readers with them, 1 27 
He was * the Meeting at- Caftle-hill - 17 that 
the motion or petiftioning-Parkeament was only put that it 
be negatived; the queſtion was eatried hy a thew of ern 
did-not Know: that the motion was ſepanded,' or that any other 
hand was held up for it but that of the perſons who made it. 
He was alſo at the celebration of the Faſt * and never heard 
that his, ving had fent any Addreſs to 9 er 88 
Rae havit frequently repeated, that their obj 
| 2 wn liament,. eee Duke of — a 
rſkine thought 1t would be 78 to ive P 
55 and the next witneſs called was 
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"ap: Gr 15 Duke of Me if TIO 


| Mr. Erſkine handing, hima copy ;of the letter to Colonel Shar⸗ | 
man, « Will your Grace do me the honour to ſtate whether. 
that be a copy. of tho letter whigh you addreſſed to Mr. Sharman 
in the year 1780?” 3 7 en 
Duke of Richmond,” « Ie; is extremely difficult for me to 
tell whether the paper now put into my hand is the ſame as the 
letter I wrote to Mr. Sharman or not. I know that there was 
à mutilated edition of it pupliſhed at the time.” 8 
Mr. Erſkine. ; Will your Grace have the goodneſs: to hook 
over it, and aſcertain whether it be a genuine copy ornot,” 
The Duke eee to look over it, the Tor Preſident” _ 
aſked, whether he wou q wiſh tg retire: while he read . | 


- , another room” 


The Duke band, cc I belieye 1 may e Mr. Eeſkine Ge 1 
trouble, by giving } him a carte fo Which 1 TN 


8 pocket. 25 18 
by e Was immediately aged to, aol the letter to Colon 
' Sharman, which had been in Court, was read by the Clerk of 
the Arraigns, While Mr. Gartow and others looked over the | 
Pake's copy, both of which exactly ag teed.” TENNIS ; 
His Grace then aſcertained that to be the letter "which be 
| addrefled to Oolonel Sharman; | 
Mr. Ertkine; wiſhing Colonel "AE letter to be INT 
aſked. the Duke of Richmond whether that letter was not writ« 
0 in ä to one from Colgnel Sharman after the reſolutions 
ny | AF” taken 


— ” 


. 


e ah Iriſh 8 aſſembled at Liſburn PAY 
- whether Colonel Sharman's letter and aun emen 
_ and liſhed together? 
he Duke replied, thathe.wids the Ipbther id ane e 
San Colonel Sharrian, ee e nenn 
ame manner in whic now appeared. 
The Attorney: — j 
man's letter; 2s the Duke of | 77 
: in the evidence before: the Court. KY 
+ Mir. Erskine faid he was: ready to argue that-point; but es it 
was not very material, he would neither exhauſt his ſtrengteh, 


of which he: retained but little, nor oceu unneceſſarily 
the time of the Court. as my * 


After the Duke of Richmond's leer was reps; Mr. Erſkine 


P piece of evidence on the part of che a which 


was" oppoſed by the — — Mr. | 
to-produce-witneſſes:to;prove what chey had heard the preſor 
at the bar declare in converſation, with reſpect to a Reform of 
Parliament, and what his ſenimente were with regard ta à 
Convention of the &c. Aſter a very learned argument, 
Me: Eiſkine and Mr. Gibbs on the one hand; and the * 
Oeneral and Solicitor General on the other. 5 
ner Juſtice Eyre faid,- the Court went a erwin way" þ 
Mr. Erſkine. Nothing was fo clear as that all-decharadiony thi 
Applied to the facts of the cafe, were evidence apainſt the pri- 
aer; though not evidence for him. It was preſumeſ chat no. 
aun would declare any chir ng againſt Himſelf tat was not true. 
That was the gene Frate;.” but if the-queſtjorr here was as his 
ä p thoopht it por what were ee Political ative 
opinions. Thick: the priſoner at the bar ehtertained ouchin 
Reform'of- Parliament; his Lordſhip Was of einion har Ge 
might very well be learned and diſcovered — 
tions which he had held at any my or CAP A ew, "Ke bin 
| deUlarations were meant to app) al of the 
Har charge made againft him; 13 aſtunter if Re had fald to 
luome friend, when there was a plan for holding à C 
Hat it did not mean t affect the 2 5 Government, 

uch a declaration could not be given in evidence in favour o 
the prif priſoner, though it would? 4 evi 
= ſuppoſed he woos not 82 e 28 
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efted-ro reading Colonel Shar- 
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« « 7 have how Ie, with 3 a letter" f from: „Ben dated the 
| Foly left, written in rhe name of” the Committee of: Cor- 

| appointed by the delegates. forty-frue volunteer 
| corps,  afſemb ed at 


ifburn; an the 1/f of the ſame month, far 
taking Frepargtory ro ro forward their intention on the ſub- 
of a more 


, ——— — — 


— . — - 
— — — — — — — — — — 


| efentation of the wy in e 
and Nned by their 5 Hy Jay, iu 7. 
In this letter, after ſbewing the corrupt Rate of the beringhs 
2 Treland, the S if the people that the canſtitution 
can be reſtored to iii ancient pur ity — vigour by no ot her means 
than 4 Parliamentary Reform, and informing me of f the "fe 
which have been taken, and are taking by the rs, a 2 
. to procure this defirable object, the committee is pie 47 
weſt ny: ſentiments and advice as ts the beft, moſt eligible 
— r prodticable "mode of  deftroying, reftraining,” or coun- 
veng tho hyera of barough influence, in order to 
Lay my opinion. before the — = _ of Do 
uhich js e, Burg vn th e 8 of September | 


2 4 126 4 Parki Refrm ir thet which g ID 
22 5 ef LS K the attention of 't 1 


in iin, 
Mic 12 T be Bn it 0 include other advantage 
= nation can wiſh ; and T have no befitation in Jayeng, 
conſideration which I uk been able le idr 
Ra! great ping that for many has occupied my ming, 
and From every day s-, experience, to preſent Hour, Jan 
more aud more convinced, that the reftoring the right of voting 
uni uverſully to every man, not inca e by nature | Sip 
F reaſon, or by law for the — — of crimes, together with 
annual elections, is the only reform that can be effectual and 
ent. I am ' further. convinced, that it it The only. re 
form that is pracbicable. | 
; = kts rs ather 7 that are of a pulliative.n nature Henke beek 
und in < tpn 10 interęſt and animate the great body: of the 
* * e alone any reform can be 2 
| I bang cl rom any ſhare in the legiſlature g | 
N 347 3 Vie great maſs of the people in firm | 
Arber the monopol 5 that ſubſets ran lo in the ha 
more or leſs extended company; or whether it is divided: by 
into ſhares of ſomewhat more or 4 uft proportions. T oa 
Tic 3 Hjelf unconcerned in 11 4 exrept as to" 2 
it endures, and the exattions it ſuffers, which ir 
Pres it muſt continue fo long as the people W teprived 
of all art over therr Nn 3 TTY 92G 


i 


o . 
— — —— e 3 
4 — oy _ . — 
— 
— — p 


* 


* 


* 


* 24 
E 11 


ee a 


* 
* 
4 N * 1 % 
L | 136” | F: , 
. — 
1 


8% The kr reform 1 
+ An itt four; not. only. from the zealous fit 72255 


the advocates for a more 8 one, but. from the 


x men reat-werght, both in and cout of power. But 10 b 
5 Fee eee belps i it bar fai 4. Mer a yr, 3 
er be gained from corruption, nor has the leaſt ray hop⸗ 


Veen held out from any quarter, that the" Houſe of Commons was 


inclined to adopt any other | mods” of reform. The weight of 


corruption haus crufhed this more. gentle, as it would have defeat- 
any more efficarious. plan in the" ſame circumflances. From 


that. quarter" therefore, I have 5 10 hope. It is from 


the people vat large thut 1" expef? any goodi. And Tram con- 
E that the only way Ty: 7 them feel that they are 
2 ebnen ned in the buſineſs it to cmend for 1 Full, 
"cl: and indiſputable ights i» Univerſal: Repreſentation. 
"The more erte de plan, at the ſame time that its operation is 


ore complete, epends en 4 more Hettuui Jappert, that. Wh the 


3 
* { am alk perſuatted that i if the ſebens for additional count) 
3 hat proceeded. any | irthir, infinite ents would 
- dave ariſen in adjuſting it. Neither the Yor 
n Mr, Pitt baus given the detail of their plan. A juft r. 
BY would have _ a moſt oh for where different 
tere/ts- are ſepara repreſented,” the Proportion is . a 
0 to ofcertain. be 3 late concerning ibis nöd 


refarm appears 1c me "well fe 4; "a few great families mug 


a county between them, and thuſe the mentbers by @ 9 5 
5 like af. India Director. Anot er difficulty, from the in- 
nage of the number of :members, which might render the hos 
mr n than deliberate, has its ee But 
wgreateft objactian, in my opinion, to this nnd 4⸗ every Ly 
(Parra and contratted plan of reform is, that it proceeds upon 
b vad inciple. as the "abuſe it pretends. to rectiſy; it 
M partia and amequal; a vaſt ET of the community 
ill 2 unrepreſented z. and its moſt e An. tial concerns; Jife, 


; rty, continue in the lute diſpe[al of t 
| "do . not; chuſe, i fe 0 1h 20 14 oe 


ave ne con- 


one Bundred an Hy, or mu hundred; that the allotment 
ould: be according to the population, priperty, or taxes. 5 7 


; =. ach county that 7 ed proportion between 

a an Pe OY 4 1 one, and that the divi- 
- ion of. County and Gity 6 xr wil, coreſrpond with this pro- 
ond. "At; is @ ſea, without any. compaſs to en- 


5 _ us 'to diftt EE Iron the * Bu LY 


8 
RY * by 4 
« * 1 2 oh 
3p 


. | 3 


hey | 


— 


the. arrangement of plans of this hind there it n 
72 to determine that the addition ought to be 


* 


OED L 289: 1: 
| «But in · the more liberal and great 5 
- <5 SAY N=" ; | | 
preſentation, a clear and fins principle. at\once. appears hah. = 
cannot lead us wrong... Not convemency,; but right; it 45 
not d maxim of, our conflitution, that a Britiſh. ſubieci 1 | 


lan-of univerſal re- 


governed only by laws to hieb he has by tap aged himſelf or his. 
repreſentative, wwe. ſhould inſtantly abandon the error; but if. it 
is the ,qfſential of freedom, founded. en the eternal. principle: 
juſtice and wiſdom and our: unalienabis birth-right, 1b ſhould . 
at. heſitate in aſſerting. it. Let us then but - determine o aft. © 
on this broad. principle 0 Toog to every man his own,. and ib 
all immediately get ri 2 all the perplexities to zubich the nars 
rot notions 7 partiality and excluſion muſt ever be ſubjeft.. 
In the digeſting a plan upon this noble foundation, we ali 
net find any difficulty that the moſt common underſtanding and 
pains will not eaſily ſurmaunt. oo oo oa 
4 The- preſent number of. members. in the. Houſe of Cominons 
is preſerved, ſo that all apprehenfions from too numerous an 
| aſſembly ceaſes. „ Th >, 
e An account of the whole number of males of age in the 
kingdom is to be taken and divided by the number of members io 
doe ſent, which will find the quota of electors to chuſe one mem. 
ber; from the beſt: accounts I can now get, it wiillibè about ids [! 
thotſand fix hundred; theſe. are to be formed into. diftrifts;\or * Ml 
beroughs from the moſt contiguous pariſhes; and by having a! 
the elefiions. throughout. the kingdom in one and the ſam day, and © 
taken im uach pariſb, all fear of riot and tumult vaniſhes.” .. < 
The great expence M electians, which-ariſes chiefly from the 
coſt of conveying electors to. the place of pall, and entertaining 
them there and on the road, will be no more: when. euery man 


ill vate in his own pariſh. ,. Bribery. muſt intirely cedſe; ia! Mi 
Angle Borou it would be difficult, on ſo many as to haue am i 
Meet, impolſible. The numbers to be:baught wauld he a ly = 
taq great for any purſe. Beſides, annual Parliaments, by theer 
frequency and by their ſhortneſs, would doubtleſs operate in pre- 
ventin carrui . Say 3&5 150% * e : 
e The vaſt expence. of petitions. to Parliament on accaunt f 
illegal returns would be reduged almgſi is nothing. De points 
eon which theſe conteſts. generally turn, are the qualifications f 
- the. electors under the numberleſs reſtriftions * preſent laws 
. have impoſed, tuhieh require-the attendance of witneſſes, the 
production of records, and are ſubject to infinite diſpute. : But 
* When no other qualifications, ſhould. be neceſſary but that of being 
a Britiſh ſubjeci, and of age, there can be but little left to con- 
tend upon as to the right of elettors to vote. . IS 
gut there is anather. ſort of objeftion, againſt which. na 
'  provifion can be made, as it is merely imaginary. It is feared © 
1 N \ s 1 „ by. 


3 


= 


e 


. ee white m their bunt, 
_ —_ paupers and the weft ofiters of 1b of te Pal Dave an © 


; S 


2 


1 f Frown; or privilege of the * Lords or Pe 
"not e on-reaſon, 


t * "| Op 
ehet the inflon poverty and riches witt be Yo thy 
hn Jo grem u . in theft eleckiont, as N 5 


Otbrer again read, that 


cue vor with- 1 * cammoner in the kingdom, ue ſhall fall 
pe ray; 'a | Shorts republir. The 0 


mipht be a 
at . ra preg 2011 _ 32 we true . 


"ov in the kingdom will Bau 4 vate with the N | 
hi thaict of 4 þ e W 5 B all; | 1 thin 
be ought #0 bene that equal tagree of ſecurity againſt oppreſſion. - 
* 1 Jab febr 77 apprehenſion it, that tho Principle of aÞ 
Inviing” ro #oery man an 2 e wot?" tends to equality in 
dther rifpetts, 2 to leve properyy.” Fo 1. it foems to Babe 4 
direct Dy tendency. N = mal 
«xc he prote2fion of property a r ae" ans 
Nuria oh of evi _ fo far from wy by 751 
E J conttive it to be the only means of preſerving it; 


Hen i 2 with Kent 1 to Bane 

- e 
. ber Neem ſard, hat this len of trfendl 
viting- ts every individual creates much anos Ve in een 
. and well poſed perſons > and that if Harpers, vs 


'KE and. s of To aver? out, there ws © 
2 Ne Tt eee, and perſons pay 


taxes, and"that the Jame diviſion into. Aries might rake þ e 
Aha i that I tnow of no man, let him be rver d poor, 
who in hit tonſlmption of ford, and uſe of ruiment, 2 not 5 A 
Taxes; ani that 7 would wiſh to xncourage an enthufia (ag 

tountry in the breaft of 8 ſuhject, by Ziving 2 117 


Hare in it government. I reathly-atniit, that Jugh an 071 


Ld would 2 2 BDnprodement; Fut T mu the ad- 
tering rigidly ro er principle, pected en attend- 
W north to maconvemence" in the execution, that T can foreſes, 
— ped we ould" again fall into the difficulties of drawing 
#3» line "Form ſeparation, "and into the diſputes about qualifications.” 
my part, agree in opinion with thiſe who are fir re- 
to all parts of the ) ave Their ju rights ar the ſame 
b do ir generally, * partially,” is what I muff contend 
Aube forme time, I admit Jam not for ręſtoring ibè ne- 
of the crown. "My" 73 1s, that it appears to mw 
porous that the ed ould for ever obftrutt 
every > nor rohe of "the nation may ow 
nece J objeft_ to it, 4 7 70 any bet, | 
e, 4 


[2 1 5 


But 1 agree that. if the Houſo. of | Cynmens was 3 
10 its natura ba yy en the people alone, and the. prefent 1 
em of making it the exglufive part of gouerument was conti- 1 
2 we ball approach ta @ pure racy. 7 than aur. 
conſtitution. warrants, ar than 1 wiſh to ſce. I am not far. as 
amacrutic, any more "than ar an arifteeretic,, ar maonarchuc. 
over nment,. ſolely ; 1 5 that admirable mixture of tres 
hat eur inimitable and comprehenſoue conſtitution has ga 
. I wiſh te fee the executiqe. part of goverument revers. + 
. ta, where the conflitution: has originally pi — it, in the 0008 
2 crown. to he carried an by u mi. 725 t haſ⸗ — munife. 
under 15 cantraul of Parliament; a 5 
the controu! of the: people. I would not — 2 pokes 
as it devly is, a porty Concerned in every act of fiate, wher 
it becomes the. executiye for which it 1s nat caleuigted,.. 
loſes its. ſuperintending aud controuling pewer, which ty he 
main end of. its inſtitution. - For tuben tbe tu Houſes are 
ped ieuſy. 4 fy pledged 5 addreſſes, votes, and reſalutions, 3t-becames 
ult for them 2 fo cenſure. meaſures in 
which "the have been fa as 4d by acts. 2. their nun. 
Another great inconuenience = is wb Harliament t takin 
fe: much of the executive of gouernment on which is, — 
exceſſive. length of the faſhions; an æuil 4 of late. hag 
greatly increaſed. Now: that parliament is po 4 tu 
detail in order to ſcreen the minifler, it neuer can its. 
nec till the middle of the ſununer, when the independent country 
entleman, tired of a. long attendance and hat weather in tow 


06 bits it ray,» [fad buſs * 3 Nang py q £auntry, and 4's 6 
ph it deft to be ſettlud in s by @ jew endants 
*: be miniſter. A of f. tuo or. three — wauld 


2 to. examine * va — of farmer grants, to maks 
deu ores, to redreſs rieuances, and vt ſuc CE general laws 
«5. circumſtances. nugbt require. The 2 and en. 
pence to a. private member of parliament in attending Ae ys 
le hv dean and, 1 vat foreg compre ns tes | 


pears, to d quorum ig decide the. grea 
the e's wt of. two-thirds of Lech 22 e. 


no i their proceedings, might and aug 1 a 7 | 
Free te ,n my pinüen, that whes he Hae af . Lords The 
2 ually prevented. from. havi influence in the Hi 


„ 46 1 410 7 it muſt by this AL it ſhould at the 
4 its equal. A og 2 1 with the Hole 
Commons a5-a 3 e Theſe, ſets 


- 


timents are, I think, N to Kd ide fa well e * 5 4 | 
* letter 21 the volunteer ory od AN 7 5 2 2 2 
e 


A ho dS Ee” ids 4 N 
* * | _ 


$ * >, A I * 
av . 
» P " . 
: * 0 * 
N U 6 3 J | 38 f 5 
* p Y 4 5 . * 3 
: — 12 * * Y * 2 
N . 4 b << 


flers 5 8 de, bunker, #0. Nobility. bee, 
pes, and ta the Nation at large its inberent rights. 925 185 * „„ 
7 A clerk of the Houſe of Lords then attended with 2 urn 
_ ofthe proceedings dated the Sth of February, 1780. t con- 
- ined à motion of the. Earl of Shelburne, for a committee of ; 
23 who: were not placemen, penſioners, &c, to conſider of 
e enpenditure of the public reyenue, and the means we had 
© "of defraying theſe expences. . The 2285 1 made in * 
: 2 A petition ee gee "ng: 0 ez an a 
2 AE in which 


mn It afferted the ev of the peo = to Acta! in 
for the attainment of their reaſonable demands, as affociations - 


| ned more . than the remon- 
Frances of individuals, &. 
£22 This adreſs was. ſigned by that venerable. conftitational 
kiwyer Earl Camden, together with the illuſtrious names of 
? 10nd, Portland, Devonſhire, Grafton, Shelburne, Rock- 
| | — — — Tankerville, &c. Sc. This» proteſt . 
* y the Duke of e ee Mr. Er ine 
2 it Savard, 7 maintained all thoſe proceedings which 


Were inſt Hardy AS char S r High 
475 te th Fe att ce mimites = Pe Ln] = 
Convention. | . 


r. Fer was called. 5 
4 8 ie , faid; that ak frets er bear lad. on 60 | 
 _cireumſtance of the ſocieties having adopted French phraſes,” 
pariclay th the terms 8 and Delegates ; he had called 
2 rave that he was a delegate to à convention 
8 * Scotland, N > time thatths | 
A — "were 7 © 
$ S ee yre. I 9358 55 ſuch = as Kang 
ale ircevelant; it would lead to hiſtory entirely © neee 
fed with the cauſe 7” 
Fest Strait was then, called. "He had belonged to a focie 


Hired for the purpoſe of obtaining a reform in parliament. 
3 Mr. Erfkine n had 9 Scie ay of other r object 4 


X No, 2 | 
® d e thit | Kel other tha bratiahds ; 
5 . 5 e 55 y did not. Since the rejec, 


NN the "Houſe of Commo omrnons, 1 Te 3 


| e hn bots at | © 

Coke $4 w e . 

| Ut I 
. Te. 


" 8 * 3 
r vos | py 55 


L268 3 


2006 e e ging in evidends: $4-refl@ 
_ tions 2 Aſſociation at the Thatched "Houſe Taue, 


in 
The Lord 1 Prefidene. has wages vou. A 
of nion that theſe affaciations anoinel W High Preaſon? 
fr. Erſkine. My Lord, I can hardly concerve it poſſible 


2 e of the greateſt characters in the „ ani ſome of 
the W 
of eaſon „ 5 


Preſident. We | know "pong; of the ** of 
$a aſſociations. 
| 3 Erſkine” faid, be wat! Lk 0 hue them 40 his 


Lori N iy 
1 1. bbtrer 8 ihe ST 
Richard Brinfley Sheridan, 1 . a- next wines 'for 


the' iſoner.. 
r. Erſkine fated ti TO "Coun; a eee 


benen ts prove war Hardy had o red all kis pape — — 
laid before parliament 3 mm the 2 1793. 7 7 + 
Queſtion to Mr. ee, e rifoner? 
Ve A. Les. i 4 > voy + 4 1055 
At What Ger TW 265 


A. The firſt time . * as 3 "ge! March, 
1 le, how the circumſtance A 
ned. 1 had notice in the Houſe of Commons of 

tion for a mittee Ts ee 5 
editious practices that were ſaid to exiſt in Ke 


in this metropolis. 


3% 'Was che Scotch Convention fitting ae that time 1 
J do not perfectly recollect. Having 8 the 3 


a tit was my duty to Collect all the 
on the ſubject. I'd. rakes fanbelievieng with geld ro er 


1 hat heard of the exctent't0- which ſeditibus practices were ca 

. in thoſe ſocieties. By che advice ef Ag. of my 

| Va ewe 7. Hardy. Hie i iately came to 

. bs de . 
Members of the to 


of the proceedings, of thoſe ſocieties. \He'obſerved; that n 
many, things, governments zhad receiyed very correct intelli- 
particularly with reſpect to the number of the diviſions, 


ende: 
— 1 te places. of their alſemblittg;\ut he complained” that 
A e and Principles had en W misftated ws 


| m. repreſented. - 
| D Sig techs wht 


he cc who 
N. 4 TS ens 


85 " 08 


7 2 


9 


mean that 1 conſidered him N any obli i 


: books. He offered ge 2 8 ive me 


ann Upon my intertogating him; (I Got, 


gation to anſwer). he 


told me the focieties did not meet at the ſame places where they 


tw: afſemble.” As they conſiſted chiefly of perſons who 


uſed” 


_ could not afford to ſpend much, the keepers of public houſes 


had been eaſily induced to difmiſs them. 1 aſked Mr. Hardy 
if the ſocietics: continued to meet any where. He anſwered, 
and he had no objection to give me a lift of the private 
bouſes where they had held their e 1 * tap 155 
of ſeveral of cheſe places. we 

2 Have you the paper now? _ 
A. 1 ebe! * oft it. 1 had it in als 1 Fi 31 


4 


3 the motion in the Houſe of Commons. Mr. Hard of. | 


fered me a ſight of all the books, papers, and correſpondence 

the-fociety ; and he r . 1 50 that, if I thought Ro I 

would make * contents of them known in parliament, ety | 
he-underſtood: the natute of tHe motion I intended to make, he 
expreſſed 2 molt eager and ardent with; that the committee 

. be appointed, and that an enquiry into the affairs and 

Ik the ſocisties might be inſtituted. 
as this offer voluntary, or did he « Conceive that he 1 
9285 to =o 7 Bug it to ou. as 2 Kr Fanlunnent or a 
to 

The offer * "nbc dad. as 4 ee 2251 
from a ſincere fiſh e the menen! intended to make ſhoul, 

be ſucceſsful; . that i os LORA e of | 1 N * 
A. Mr. Hardy La few e any eee 

nj | the information re- 

e faid they had ee : 


wr 


ſpecting the ſociety he co 


| cel by the publications of vernment. - 


BY Are you, Bir, à Member of the Socie for Conftitu- | 
2 een? A. Mr. Attorney, I har y know whe- 

am, or not; I have not formally withdrawn my name 

Mo the books, bat'T have. not pit . the 

7er 37933 I Ry r e 5 +5 WY 


#2 15 { 
7 . 
A As - 5 aN 


7 


e A. Proncis w was next e rr 
n Ran 1 5 5 25 
4 pom N the priſoner? 5 . 
do; "Bae Þ E tow" di e e e 7 
Wer the - zd of 14 15 Mir. Ray; ſent to m hat 
1 We to pro to the” Houſe 2 f 


5 ee 
% * 70 "FH | 
- 7 A f 


Sha 
FS 


Thus „ 


a fora PIO Reform; and that 1 Nel Fe 
Mr; Margarot, and two of the Delegates whoſe names I 1 | 
pet, to come to my houſe on the dude they came, an 
de form of the "petition. ſeemed ' perfectly reſpectful, 1 12 | 
this ic prefent it; informing them, at ths ſame time, | 
that T was perfectly adyerſe to its prayer. Hardy appeared to 
mne ta be a remarkable quiet, temperate man, I was ſurpriſed 
.at wo readineſs of their arguments, in defence of uniyerſal ſuf⸗ 
_ frage. Margarot ſaid 1 need not be ſurpriſed, for they 
learnt theſe arguments from the Duke of | DOS. Je 
1 that I thought it would have been better to leave 
the mode of redreſs, as in other caſes, to the wiſdom of Bar- 
Up t. They faid, they were ſorry they had not known” my 
an i ns ſooner ; but it was then impoſſible. to alter te | 
etition, © AS nr names were ſubſcribed, i there dh 
time eno to prepare a new petition before the th 
| 1, yen Mc Gier 275 to make his eng 8 1 . 
bey all che weg e readineſs to hear reaſonably At, x 
guments and objections. + 
n ctoſs- examination, Mr. F rancis aid, the Nele t 8 . 
4 wed great anxiety about the fate of their petition, = 2 | p 
| had forwarded it to Mr. Fox, who had refuſed to preſent Id. 
Now: they adhered to their original approbation of univerſa] 
ſuffrage; they” never faid chat they would accept of 57 8 "a 
leſs than univerſal ſufftage The letter of thanks fent by the 
London Correſponding veiety to Mr, Francis, with that . 
tleman's anſwer, Wers read. He faid, he thought they, 
much. miſted, but he did not believe that” pm op 
objects than thoſe which they profeſſed, 2 
ph "IE Lauderdale was next examined. He ſaid he 55 * 
ceived a letter from the Society of the F fiends © of the. People 
in the ſuburbs of Edinburgh, e to become a delegate 
to the Scotch Convention. . Skirving, who had 
urged him to accept the Woe He: faid, that his Lord Lau- 
derdale's) coming among them would prevent them from com- 
mitting thoſe irregularities and 9 55798 which they 5 might 1 
otherwiſe fall into; he heard nothin them injurious. to _ 1 
the Crown or the Houſe of Lor IE J Their language W | 
to | enquire, by fe means, 4 nd eform- 
Parliament. A 9 ee 
The evidence on 1 fides being BF ks tk ie 
| Mr: Gibbs roſe for the priſoner, but was. a agitated as to by. 
obliget to ſit, down in order tor recover (himſelf. aer ſome mi- 
nütes he proceeded That he needed not 1 ate the * 116 i 
which he felt on the prefent ocealion, He now roſe, fi 3 
the * of a cauſe, in "WARE r mighty — of hig ede "= 
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; rm che utmoſt;- riſoner if hi == 
ag cqualito the taſk of Ring de de - but he confe 
unable to ele ven the vaſt'maſs of eikdence which had 
© -- * t för Ward TN no induſt y had been wan 
W for alle well 65 e Court. But 
15 5 do che 7 and un —_— cirrumſtan- 
teak. The Attorney 1, in vs _ D 
| of nine * wiheart 
nd n ny ioceaion, had per- 
Let e eee He 
was. peceſſary, 
Err re 7 
uzzle and ha 
Mine ave 
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5 Jed. = IE His 52 7 * ar 5555 ed very al 
on the ſtatute of Edward THT. un Which the preſent ind en 
V founded: Tue firft tteaſon in the 'Starute, and che Arft 
"inthe indietment, ats ee peng "tie King's deach. In 
the peſent eaſe, he form of the indiétment and'the:ſtatute went 
1 BY 3 Av hand. When be recollécted that his learned? friend ( Mr. 
ne e already ſo fully and —.— ſtated what was/the la of 
2 he was fure the Jury would regret ihat it was at All ne- 
eve Wan over-the ſame * Lord Cake had'very 
dn che Ratute of Edward III. and what he had 

Er > fabject ſhewed how exe ecdingly careful an E uglich Ju 
- at w be not 85 extend the ſtatute beys ndl its p 1 
then read an extract from Bord Coke: Wirges This 
3 an exhortation to all Juries, not to find their lies 
ty, without plain ditect, and+inavifeft proof. Such was the 
+ which the le 1 ph required i in caſes of treaſon, and ſuch 
5 wh ic CRT iy bound to require in the preſent 

ince oof or 55 ertion, 15 referred to the Pr 5 
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20 The indictment charged Land Ruflel with conſpiring te ſize 
Ving guards, HA ori e ate Minis; hors Gee 6h 
che caſe went to prove che exiſtence of ſuch a 


con{pi Loet = 
Lord Chief Juſtice Pemberton, i in his charge to the . m7 K 
chem, You are to find whether, upon 5 whole matter, any 15 6 - 
has been entertained againſt the King's life,” Yet no a 
. complain n eee, on that trial were not _ +3 
5 N chis proceeding/on CURR ELLIS.” | 
| avas, on the ſame morning:ſome perſons had been tried for as | 
engaged in dhe ens Plot, and the distinction was taken 4 
Court, chat theſe pexſons ſtood in a different fituation from that of 
Lord Auel. having been directly engaged in 2 plot to murder-the 


Kiog Þ 
Sach was the e of Lord Chief J * Pemberton, though 

| che friends. of Lon uffel com chat he was ſeverely d 

with, he leſt it to the Jury to upon the whole matter 

— Phe Jury 4 found — * s 8 


IG form 2 
3 Ruſſel Was ee 
3 LE 25 — oh —4.— 
n ng the- charge of compa 80 and was 
. to ſtate that the 8 no * eame under that | 
efeription, when he was anſwered by the Recorder, that ſuch a 
| 8 might, with + . have proviouſly been made to the 
Jury, but that chey bad now found upon the whole matter, and 
that all ſuch, objeRtions were too late. It was evident, therefore, 
chat the point forthe Jury, in all ſuch caſes, was to-confider-whe-- 
cher the overt act eharged in the ſubſequent part of the nee 
0 amounted to the 4 el in the former part. 
Having — * way! the an * 2 er, eame more 
Parti ito con at was cha againft the riſoner. K 
e in the indliétwent, that he had . N a Con- 
r in order to 'overthrow the Government, and depoſe 
| It aves (allowed on all-bands-that he had agreeiſl to call a 
3 but that the. object of che propoſet! Convention was 
uch as'wascharged/in'the ln, "ches ſel ! for * 
eLoulcd by no means admit, In order to prove that ſuch-was | 
dhe objekt, it would be-neceflary for the- ſecution for . bn 
to ſhew, firſt, that no Conyention'/had in any inſtance been called. bi 
WE. _ RNs fer this Convention 1 
Was really called for t 0 ing tf ing, a e "i 
. campaſſing his death. We on he: e eee that NY 4 
"Convention Was in itſelf er 2 called for lawful e 
ue * * „ — made © grape 
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the 8 eee ag He was of: 1150 ay 1 
was neceffary; in order to reſtore the Conſtitution to its 

' - that eie abuſes ſhould be redreſſed; and at the ſame time 12 1 

und, that every petition. of individuals, \demanding_ a remedy, had 

Been peremptorily, not to ſay 'coritumeliouſly, . In this 

__ -Stuation, he thought that the u ny to collect the voice of the 
people, and to convey it to Parliament with due effect, would be to 

* call a Coovention. All this was contentied by the, roſecunon far” 
i Crown to-he/mere-pretext.' “ You did not- 1 they ie e 

| priſoner, * think that there exiſted abuſes in the Contttraricn which bY, 

might be remedietl y calling a Convention; you talked of 8 
Lag it's abuſes. by the very means you intended ſhould effect it's 

; e But before 3 ury be induced to give credit to a ch 3 
1 en de e out by plain, direct, a e 


bro 
We e are two points which the proſecution for the 8 have 
| Jabouted: firſt, -16' prove: that there exiſted in the kingdom a ge- 
Dperal conſpiracy of different ſocieties ; and, ſegondly, that the pri, 
a_ . 3 in the be of all Hike fac ſocieties. 3 of 
oY ey thought neceflary for the urpole o making out the 

of- the 9 ag They have therefore brought evidence of 83 

* ho has been declared or done in all theſe ſocieties, and <4 
thay contend proceeded. from à defign to _ the King, in order 
Aſierwands to N kim; and in the whole of this plat they af- 
ep that the priſoner was engaged. By this means the Counſel 00 

mos are laid under con fiderable hardſhi 15 It became im- 
ble diſtinctly to ſtate what part of the proof did ar did not im-" 

poſted affect: the priſoner. Even his el friend, with Y 
all his abilities, had not been able to diſeriminate with reſpect to 
the complicated e that had been brought forward. - N | ö 
evidence was uced of what had been done in one ſociety, then 
of what had "tt done in another; nay,, the actions and expreſſions 
ol different! individuals were brought ©: . in order to load the . I 
priſoner with the . t. of hi treaſon. -- 

Had the Counſel for the Proſecution 5 brought os the 
general provt of the:exiſtence-of- a conſpiracy in the country, and, 
 Jecondly; the particular gina as it affected the priſoner, che diffi- 

culty would then have been obviated. As the evidence has been 

brought forward, it has become impoffihle pr oy to e e g | 
bewegen it's ſeveral parts, in conducting the defence. It was nat =. of 
his/bufineſs/to ſay whether ſome of the circumſtances that had come 

out in evidence were: criminal, or not; but he defied his learned 
friend to probe that any of theſe amounted to an overt act of high 
treaſon; He wonld not contend that there might not be ſome in- 
{ſtances of: improper or indecent conduct to be found in Le 
tions of thoſe ſocietiés: but theſe, it is to be conſidered, proceed 
from a raſh or irritated mind. All that made for the priſoner ou * 
18 taken into conſideration, as well as what made againſt him. If 


ed e to ; be obuined by I 


k © bd. | | . , | p y : 3 
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Convention was merely a pretext, the uniform tenor of the papers 
X that had been produced. n his object. 
Another charge brought againſt. the ſocieties. was their introdue - 
tion of French terms. But this was a charge which wollld have 
no weight: for when it had that day been attempted to prove that 
the terms Convention and Delegates, on which ſo much ſtreſs had 
been laid, were not adopted from the example of the French, but 
were bn terms, in common uſe, the evidence was rejected by 
== Bench, as immaterial, and not at all fit to be taken into.confi- 
deration by the Jury. No inference, therefore, was to be drawn; 
that this alledged introduction of Ferenc terms implied by any 
means an adoption of French ideas 
Another charge was, that they approved of the French revolu-' 
tion, It was natural for them to approve of that revolution, be- 
cauſe. they were: Engliſhmen, and becauſe they were freemen. Ie 
was natural for them to rejoice that a nation ſo long held in the 
moſt abject ſlavery, were at laſt, likely to participate in that free“ 
dom which was. the glory and the boaſt of Engli men. But it was 
ſaid that they continued to reer of the French revolution, after 
it had been diſgraced by the moſt ſanguinary exceſſes. Was it? 
therefore to be inferred that they ap roved of thoſe exceſſes, or 
wiſhed a ſimilar conduct to be ay. 0 in this country? They 
might approve of the n revolution, as reſtoring freedom to a 
great nation, and at the ſame time lament thoſe acts of cruelty by 


Which it had been afterwards tarniſhed, At any rate, it was by no 


by 5 ; defirable, if it could honourably be effected. They might be mi 


means to be inferred that they conceived that a ſimilar zevolution' © 
- ought to take place in this country. Here the ſame neceſſity did 
not ęxiſt; they had not the ſame. grounds of complaint from an 
overbearing Nobility, and an arbitrary Monarch. Even if, froma 
miſguided zeal for freedom, they had approved of the worſt acts of 
the French revolution, they were not to be ſet down as traitors. to 
the free conſtitution of this country. But it was alledged that they 
1 bad gone ſo far as to. with for an union with France; and what 
good ſubject would not with for ſuch an union? Enough ſurely had | 
i experienced of the calamities of war to render ach an —_ : 


2 


taken in their politics, but they were not therefore to be branded as 
% , tots ono iu 9, eptieg) dS? - | 
Another charge brought againſt, them was, that they had paſſed a 4 
olution to et in the ks of the ſociety the ſpeeches. of | 
Roland and Kerſaint—a. reſolution; which, by the bye, was neter 
carried into effect. And What was the mighty guilt attached to 
ſuch a reſolution, which, at moſt, could only have afforded to the 
members an opportunity of being acquainted with the ſentiments 
of the leading men in France, But how did a charge of this nature 5 
apply to the priſoner, a poor ſhoemaker, who could not be ſuppoſed - 23 
. to; underſtand. French, or be à reader of the Moniteur, in Which 85 
theſe ſpeeches were originally inſerted? If they approved of the 
reaſons for putting to death the King of France, were they to be 
E •˙²˙²˙¹.qA SHY OFT RE - I 
OY" 0-0 * nn + 
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8 t 1 
ah Whit Aus the Aste of the ener E 

0 - Wevpr 6f a Conſtitution which he was es, 

1 ng 1 und ünder which he fuffered. The King of E 

violated that Conftitution 2 Which he Bode is Crown: 

ks zeighs leſs 8 terror of his authority, than the influence of his 


vivtd6F= he hut noth to Rear for his x ſecurity, while he lives in 
the hearts of his ſabjt 
But it bas been id Aa that | y muſt bare meant to hive recourſe 
is ice, > — they hed ref = 17 . not to 3 Par- 
It appeared tv ſuch a refplu 
rcciicd” the meaſure of talln 2 nfo ps ebe e e 
5 e had been — In order og 
2 would have beth no netefficy for callin 
us becauſe thefe petitidos had Been Mr 
3 ta Convention would give greater effect to Wer N and 
2 Peine that redreſs which hall been refuſed to their former 2 
ien. The proteſt of the venerable Lord Camden _ 3 
read in Court, from which, among nn, 4. 
mer after peritions hall been rejected, the vo a Conran 
Was n Lega and Conſtititional —_ of convey A he 6 ſenſe of 
195 to che ear of Parliament. vod den of ftrefy had 5 | 
Ad on the proceedings of the Noa onverition, arty the 
_ Kefolition to refiſt the paffing of a particular act by 1 88 
Butt corfſpire rs procure the repeal bf an act ah a 
Per anount to High Treaſon: therefore the act of confpi 12 252 
An a chat 18 Sos at all in exiſtence, __ farely — 
mat time, The Prifoner was only incertfted in che proceedings 
eiche Secech Convention, ſo far as the Delegates had acted under 
 - Ke apart > agtecably. to the infttuQions of the Soriety to 
75 _ Which e 
R$ The pore el of that Convention he was not intercſtel. to 
=Y Kol *—they 7-50 ſuch as: re highly diſapproved. But it 4 
1 ie bo; fue to de that the 'Prifoner ought to be affected by hey 


Mich, in the fisſt inſtance, he had no ſhare. 1 

Were attempted to de fixed upon the ſociety to which he 3 

dei in *confegueiice of the ſubſequent eee But they 

\ | - Work Alen stated ty the fate of Ber fe fate wh ich, 

mio high legal authority, had been admitted to 3 ſome 

| Ao Wahce was Yo = made for what was done in che moment of 

| 1 und an Eüglim Jury would not de extreme to mark 

=. 3 55 Trathly LY haftily "went, But he had legal Mr 
=. re, pat no act r the Scotch Convention amounted 

* 5 Afoh; me df the Dele el to: chat e e 


8 tried for 2 miſdemeandur, an guilty the ſame 
evitente” which. had been brought in che ent ind eto — 
Pin the charge of High Treafov.” But if che acts of the De- 
E  Tegates dic nor amount to Treafon, much leſs could ihe congertfs 
© To bring about the Convention come under that deſcription, He 
1 8 — to the parole evidence brought to e that the oo 

Mm 7 Vert of the Oner, and all * Sort, ei a Co 
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Von was to depot the King, in order that they might afterwards © 

- ef 8 e firſt witneffes were thoſe 5 Sheffield,” Cu , 

mage and Broomhead, who were called to ſhew that means "had / 

«At been taken td ſupport the Convention by force againſt 

the whole armed body of the” Government. They proved in- 

_ deed” that fome pikes had been prepared but in what cireum- 
ſtances?” They were made by*a party, beeauſe they had every 
reaſon to apprehend an attack from thoſe who differed with them 
in Tentiment ; "inflammatory hand-bilts had been eirculated, in 

Aller to excite” the” populace _ them; "a" muſket had been 

: Hied. into one of thar*houfes. In ſuch à fituation, it was bock 
Meir right and their duty to provide againſt awallegal attacks 
Neither the” legality, nor the neceſſity of arming <rhenifelves, 
could in ſuch a caſe be diſputed. He here referred to the eaſe ot 

Dr. Prieſtley,” who would have been 9 in refiſting the mob | 

1 "deſtroyed his houſe—of Mr. V who - 


0 alker; of M 
decke Mayor of Nottingham, who in defending his houſe, killed 
| two of the rioters by whom he. was attacked. But how was this 
Auge ok providing arms attem pted to be fixed on the: Priſoner ? 
 Becauſcke, forſdvily,” was a member of a ſoeiety which had corre« 
whded with the "Sheffield Society, and had received a letter on 
e ſubject of arms. This letter he does not anſwer, he does not 
een ſo, much as communivate it's contents, except to one (perſon; 
ho aſks him where he muſt apply in order to procure à pikeg 
Ae does nor ſend a letter which it incloſes puma to: the dire 
tions; In hort, he takes no ſtep which can imply the fmalleſt ap- 
 Þrobation of the propoſal contained in that letter. Had he takew 
\ any ep, it would not have failed io have appeared in cri: 
' dence; furrounded as he has been for three years by à hoſt of _ 
miez, who were continually at his elbow, who watched.his r 
2 bit ab cough Up every expreſſion that fell from his lips. 
, Vas this evidence of ſuch a nature as could convince any, reaſong 
' able mind that the Priſoner intended to refiſt all the, military 
force and armed affociations of Great Britain? What wer the. 
mean provided for this purpoſe? About three, dosen of pike, 
An order for fixty muſkets, and ſomewhat leſs. than half 4 dozen, 
French ᷑aſe-knives. Such was the facility of r themſelves, 
that it had been ſtated in evidente, chat iu Sheffiele they might 
Hive" provided themſelves with ten thouſand pikes in one *daye: _ 
I they had the will, it appeared then that they had che means; 
but though they had begun to arm in W 74 
of 1993 they had made no m od» in arming than e af | 
juſt now had occaſion to mention, Mr. Gibbs then proceeded: 
ro"examine"the circumſtances of Hardy having recommended 
Williams, Who was his cuſtomer, to the Sale of afew a : 
and the armed Aﬀociation! of Franklow:”*This Afﬀaciation, he 


Experienced che effects of the ſame" lawleſs fury—and, laftly, 


Would dor contend -whecher. it ads Proper” or improper, but. it: 
- was at leaſt open and 'avowed;. Franklow appeared 8 i 
His uniform, and his cartridge-box lapipxpoled t vi an his hap. | 
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3 
Ven ated Aﬀociations were * faſhion of the 
A his own.” He remembered himſelf once to 1 hn 
and to have acted as Lieutenant, N is friend; 125 Erſkine. 
Sober: Good God! exclaimed M ibbs, if 5 evidep be 
ee con gen of High \ ae th Who can Ky oe | 9 5 
e for x moment? Or, what ſentence can __ e om h 
of the Univerſe; in the great day of e 2000 I We. Lin 
Phy TN upon fuch” 10 condemn: aw-creature?, The 
bert witneſs was Goſling, one of that. Mere gf men who 
8 _ ne means of ſupport: of heir own endeavour t 
| by inſinuating * 2 the... cop 
n in- onder that they might betray their n ; 
ment. He would no ſuy that — dense . of ſuc | 
where iv>rar-cottoborated: with other 1 ough 
mitted, but it ought always. to be received. wi n 
| r he had his flary. lite rea And 
bat in his crbfa-Exaniiagtio tion, he 8 
Uhle to reply even ter the fimpleſt queſtions... 
dee carried with it its. own: contrad d. a 
ee aer 
| 4 
— x 
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re of the — — dau ee 12 e 
Aerpwuntiom of e be was obliged, td base io : 
"bis recollection. TO the: evidence, given by f. 1 * 1 
off credie W e He nent came to the. FEET IRS 

rO\ in Which de commented at ſome length. This 
y che ſubſequent teſtimony of Green; to have, be een. 

ny; uind by his :own a ay e of a yolun- 

| pre 3 — ce that 
. de been favourable to the P Sued —.— the arts 

i ich this infamous Spy had —— je in- order, ig enhapce- | 
| 2525 re His on 5 0 5 to his employers, and poiſon. the. 

15 o juſtice- Vet even from his teſtimony, 5 panges 
Mhar'of A ede — ie appeared, that the only 2555 | 
"theſe Sorieties was a Reform. in the e the- 
e by legal -ad pe ceab "that 
1 the fordticft- ieee of rig "_ N che 
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252 7 
9 8: plot, which mi * entizle hip to a from 

to make at .expence of * Py of innocent 8 Gs 
As owes t in his own fnare, and hanged as he richly deſerved— 
. . Too wich whom Hardy, che priſoner, had no correſpon- | 
"whom it could not even be proved, that he knew by 
A gin had” been put 10 the witneſſes whether: the 34 


— 


K that theſe. Societies intended to purſue their object by 
"peaceable and orderly: 4 a is Was intended: to 1 2 5 7 
ois the eyes of the Jury; mY not the queſtion how far 
pan were in cs ves peaceable and orderly, but whether 
they went” io depoſe and e defftrgy ty Tong... Tf Ong 
e did not Clearly amount to Hi reaſon, 3ll-.the acts broug 
-qut in. evidence could not by avg fair, ganfftruQion of the ey of 
I 15 d amount to chat cn, 1 the os. Court 
offenfive matter — though idence went 40 / prove. in- 
nerable bels and ens, eh ill the Jury, 7, Jang. 2fide al 
D trations 'of- pts, and attending only to facts, Re 
nd only to 1 8 3 vel wich pole : og 9 direct and ma- 
rob of: the crime of reaſon, _ Miſerable as che evi- 
6+ as 1 12 1 Lp to- the t of arms, yet without it no» 
peen done in m out the charges of the in- 
metit.. 72 proof of ſuch: « 4 Dature As would even weaken 
1 5 of a 2 cafe, i and the Fe rr caſe woul 
eer much ' ſtronger, if no charge had been IO PRE 
The overt-a&t; he ap een was the reſolytion to call a Cen- 
1 ys os words os which he read; yet ſurrounded. as & = * 
Spies, not one proof had deen brought tö connect t 
onvention with any preparation of armed, force, 10 
* hat is by intended 10 proceed to the object in any other wa 
ed re peaceable means of diſcuſſion. Yet if they could ne 


that this refolution to call a Convention, was connected 172 B 
Bj 1 1 0 to Tuppert 3 It by: armed force, they. proved noth thing . 
to "es 


P 
(= 2505 circumſtance he could not but remark,” at the 


J r ſel fox the profecution ſeemed much- better acquainted with 
1 Ke for the defence, than even the counſel for the 


ner r for inſtance, when a Mr. Steyens was called, they aſked 


"1 ache? E fo was Mr. Stevens of Rathbone-place, or Mr. Stevens of 
FY Matter, If chere was, therefore,” any deficiency of proof 


"a. t of the proſecution, it did not at leaſt ariſe from any 


re remained any thing behind which could haye been brought 
vryard to sdyagtage. Yet chere was hardly one at} which had 


| 5 1 y the ſocietijes' themſelvesſo far were. they from being 
ſcious of any illegal . or treaſonable i intentions. Of the 


"2 2 ence. called for the pr Hoger two. were Particularly entitled to | 


Attention. oy 
"= rd 5 85 the eiddenee of Me. Sheridan and Mr. Francis, 


2 
N 


ly have 


2 


I Nas e care in providing 'witdefſes, nor could it he ſuppoſed that 


deen 'brouj he forward in evidence which hag been made public At 


loner could have. no eval! iptention. Te Mr. 


©- monte -.. 
Ws 


7 lan 2 xe the in : 1 


Francis he had a 


: N in a petitiqn e | 0 
a ſpeci ly, he. had profeſſed is readineſs to Diem. fo . 
b ar fall iy thatiyniverſal e and annual ons Was 
the ouly adequate remedy. .. Surely, ihis was the conduct of à man, 
Who, :howevex roneaus he might be in his; opinions, was himſelf 
core. in the b | that they Were W founded. The counſel 
ſor the Crown, Wilhed Jury; to believe, that all this was only 
© pretemt; en the; part, ot, the priſoner to cover 1reaſonable deſigns 
Eee 7 ei bow this ſtood. The priſoner aud thoſe 
? 9 e the e of the: 9 5 


— f giving SN elle, 8 c 
That all attempts'to obtain Rae . the Farin. - 
{with every. omar help and advantage, were ver- 
borne. by the, e * of Parliament; that. not a ſingle proſel » i 
5 om. gorruptſon; and chat the only remain 
e 17 725 s from the people, What was the reinedy 44 | 
_ Sd to came To. the. People for this corruption- of Parka 
niverſal 27 and annual ee © Now it was ob. 
to the 1 hat. his own. complai the corruption f 
a . 1 <0 our 5 there-for this, 


N ts n un depo: number 
— 1 e Wh. prody Sed, . por 12 5 pe Gy ate 4" ted. the 
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Dr 1 Duke. of . 7, The priſoner ught a Con- 
3 io 175 —.— ates. th mode of, obtaining a Reform. - The 
mod pl Bed, that he-expefted-no. Reform „ 
MY; 5 at 155575 , the Duke ol, Richmond. 175 * 8 wv 

Þ OW Was a Plain man, like the Weng: to underſtanq it? 

air Dat Wag, that be t 8 5 the collected eue ſe.of 2 


* 


- _ at” 8 comuunicated. 0 Parliament, Would pt be- 


© difregarded, "as. the PRES of. comparative. ſmall bodies had. 
and No ſtitutional means, the reform he 
= t nec: a lb R If hi, act 3 the 
le ee pf his — 28 > but barely bande f 

79 Jutely, ſurely, che 255 gd not ih Harſher ” ok 2 


* 'Jenjent | 
9 2 5 5 5 5 that i in al 9 09 5 bey were 1 
inkline to innocence, and at act themſelves indifferent, 'w 


5 erery 17 be: 14 in the moſt favourable ſenſe... 1 Te 
rred- to. 4 5 15 Tor a committee to en War into certain 73 


_ | WY Lord * Ha the Houfe of Lords, Aan 


* 


oF the priſober. reſt went on ta ſtäte N imp 
E of rejecking the een lebe collective body o TY 


che \ſocietied of which 4he priſoner | was a. aide e 
The 83 was an ignorant” man confipe red” Sith thoſe 155 - 


KO Ege ME! . | f 
en Was, This uption alt gh iegatred Br 


We ir Point of numbers, might be ſaid io have been ſupports | 


the ''majorit in point of character and talents. Among the 


underſtood che law! and the conſtitution of his count 
— of eee erde It Portland, Earl Fitzwilliam, 
They not only ſuppòrted it wn. or it their duty to hand dowa 
their reaſons for doin 15, in 25 28 The ſecond reaſon in this * 
et was, that a dent m ajority'of the people, as appeared by 
1 of numerous' aflociations, were defirous of ſuc Ds 
quiry.:* They added, that /although”''ſome' perſons 1 were alar 


1 riers My t were" the” venerable Earl Camden, a man Z | 
6. 


3 thi aflbciations, the ſole object of them was: to! mak the 17 5 


-body af che Repreſeinatives' of the People © acquainted "with the 
vikesof the whole body « "dl their conſtit ents. This ioo - Was xl 


It Toe Camden and the” illuſtrious characters who 'Tign 
teſt Taid-16; if they held it to be impoſible'to 1 the” 


elf, might be allowed: to ſay f6 to, without es 
Houſe of re me may vote às they pleaſe, but it 1 hoped that: 
S wy # bod ly will never, bore rejecting the petitions of a'ma jori! 
the people! put to hazard the ileſtioed whether they have” not 
yed'thear teſt”. This he 1950 to ſhew, that In the 1 en 
.- great cunſtiiutional lawyers, of eminent ftatefmen; © mi- 
*peachable characters; affociationls of the people 10 8 . con- 
duct of -patliament; wete not onlf innocent but cammendable.” 17 


all. chis was true, what offence Had the prifonet 9 7 . 0th He 


fefied any man to ſhew, from the evidence productd an the 8 
of the proſecution, hat the priſoner had taken any ſtep Tor a 
- by force. To conelude that his in tentiong E kreaſfaable 1 


nothing appeared 1 him, but acts Which ie jaw admitted td. 


be 1e and w „be authorities had held to be laudable, : 


would neither be charitable; vor befitting che character o* 7 
Engliſh ic * Suppoſe the Duke of Richmond could deſceng © 
res oe Ann and become the advocate of the rifoner; IA f 

Ke would fay «His Fins ate mine, if he Was milled, He pie, . 


kim Bur it Will be faid* that” harſh reſolutions Were fed in 


plans: followed: and When the ultimate end 


and. the means 'of - 


eig it were o clearly the ſame, a"Iittle Manke on his ps —— 
might be excuſed, I, we ae the "advantages of rank and khow- 
_ ledge, with connections to ſupport me in che attefnpt, or to 827 | 
incaſe of failure, prepared upp 5 
yantages, followed Aa example 1 aa given him, * You will * ; 


plan. H He, with none of theſe a 


Hat he has gone farther than I did. "Perliaps he may; but he ha 
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tions of the collefive: body of che nN ſurelf a man Wr 
ade who followe whe rr "authorities father than e & 
evil ws Se wel It i admitted, aid the p 'S 'that' s 
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cal ſen timents ;: y y all e. red 
| e bab = tex dome ok them had 
| Bis was one of the Ab an watch 


act 7 N . wer — — 4 


conymced that he meant to oy . pai urn the Government, 


= .5 re wes of 1 the death of the King, they ouſt ncquit 
= - + Chic ice Eyre... acer, 3 — 

| f . 85 7 e Were: allgned * e N > the ROW, „ 

. MO hare enn en en e . li- 

2 23 . i, ge 43 HET. ty, 


. Fa e e, 

Fw nat "Foe che, 1 =; to 18175 noching ts 9 

4 e adjo an. Sur, and being refa wy | 
Thi 1 55 F Sun Ifitferd, Pie 3 e 
Free to ſum up 12 compliments to Bis 88 

why In the able de a 7 hath wache for the fois, he Tad 
be mult Gift nolice whitt had beet fad to the Fury on the policy of 
their verdict. "They were to decide on the Evidence before them, 


wh hich the e bad kept in their o Hands that whick the” 
yranny Cromwell could not. 5 5145 and which was the firſi te 
lake Err 11. on his kröne. fri eck caſes the Staten cod 
de in 80 Hanger from the verdi& of a Jury." In fone caſes it might 
Ebert even this confiderdtioii they were to lay afide. / No iitiports” 
Gees AQ, at eaſt none that chu ſhake the math? points of the 
175 been diſputed by "the priſober. His Confel, with 


* nent, had förberns to touch aßen the ſkraugele fav. 


m8 'vete. the witfiefſes by Which if was fappotted; | 
knew it 0 ave bed ſuppo A oe * aliioft any "nbmber he 
geh of what, they Hal fait Fended FAGEe to r (he Bale of 
0 Righmpnd, and a ther of his Mazel)“ 8 oh than te esel 
the priſoner. af this * Jury were entirely to pale o:paſs by, and attet 
bo” the evidence, | as It applied t 0 riſaner. He le 
by the 1855 a: ſhort e er as 18 Ni but frſt me a 
on the eo, 11 it applied ro the priſover's inten 
Ro Attorney, Ge his open „id not impute evil 
\ 33 to all the e uk Were members of thoſe eden 
He knew that a ſy EA of fraud aud "deception had. pervaded 


Sholes which the few had impoſed upon the magy. . If this bad 
been qo oh before, i it was now 3 8 be Whole of the Skeffeſd 


lens wenn Je ſhew that the members at, che ſocirry three i. 


loôwed their leaders iniplicitly, and adopted whatever. they theugbr 
- fit ta propdſe. In this manber inattentise and; unſuſpeching mim, 
without, an a me 

- intention, 


ter, were dot perſons called who had been parties to the more 


eret tranſaQuons. of the ſorieties, or who at lraſt had contiayed: = "I | 
members till the time of his being taken into cuſtody ) It was anly! þ 
iu the latter part of the byſineſe chat the evil intention beta e 


dleatiy manifeſt. He denied that guat eredit was to be gien to 


de witneſſes for the, Crown, when chile colenty made in Aer 


\ of the Iba aud MEH © * Jugs” The Nu would 
pr ns og 


e tie! defies 7 roots | 


and the lad as it Affectel chat evidonce, withdut regard ko paliticat: = 
circumitances, | Trial dy jury was upt only the great protecxior k 
the State and of ity katrin! ng need backer it,” Bur that ce 
troul over the adminififation of juſtice by the - executive ewe 


"ihe þ role. evidence, was indeed fmpofible;” for nu 


evil intention of their own, miglit be ledby the grun 2 


others, ta the. molt vislent and guilty extremes: JVhy, 
_ infteadof witneſſes who knew the pfiſoner but- by Hann ene, 
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|  — eqnfider that the teſtimony even af hopeſt men might. be affocted 
* By a particular bias of mind, aud judge of it accordingly. The 
| - - propleof Shefficld*had been impoſed upon, when they, thought of 
__ + providivg themſelves with arme. They were told by the Alia 
| few, that the Ariſtocrata, as they were called, were going to attack 
them, and that they were entitled by the Bill of Rights to provide 
> arms for their oui defence. But thete arms, when provided for 
- defence, might have been employed, on ſome new ſuggeſtion of 
tie leaders; for offence. Ther laid they had been infulted and 
- threatened by the Church aud Ning | 
palkbly done uojoſtifiable things 37 bot their. orator, Mr. Yorke, 
$ who, by the accounts they gave. of him, was not a mari deſtitute of a 
8B information, when. he told them they bad a right to arm for their 
| Own, defence, did not tell ie 
_ evil tmagiliate; for defence.” 
_ making 16,000. pikes, in 


Plan had been once on foot for 


4 7 9 


W marching to London, rather than be trampled upon, as he — 94 


1 
o& 


* 


they were, and there acting like the Marſeillois, who had traufacte 


JC ͤ ͤ ͤ natbre at Paris. At Shetheld; a peti- 
_ tion to the Hoiiſe,of Commons bad beet! prepared, couched in uch 
hey knew malt cauſe it to, berqjefted. © Was this a Bong” 


tragſaction, or a pretext ta cover the further proceedings: they 
aa . 21 wn? 


intended, and which were, perhaps, prepared 


Te was cherefofe clear that x. ſyitem had beep purſded, which ab- 


ing Clubs.” Theſe clubs had very 


1 4 tight to apply to the” ; 


naking 1000 pikes, in Bei, in one day. When this was 


wee from any: heivoys degree of guilt, the greater park of thoſe = 


- 


wha had been drawn in to ſupport. it- Some of them Taid, tbey 


waſited only to bring back the Houle of Commons to What i was I 


in the Revolation- Tbe only, alterations in the Houſe of Com- 
mou fact the Revolution were the Septennial Act, and ſome acts 


. * 


excluding coutractoxs from ſitting in it, and certain perſons fup- 
e Executive GG 


poled to be under the immediate © influence” of "th 
| 5 bh 755 

Þ might truly be 
_. rolled of ain E to d 
dpa the mavyby the few. 


das a thing onexartipled in any ſtate, for 2 little ſtate this ſociety 


- why. fuck ſecre 
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"front voting at elections, ſo chat the "Houſe of Commôon: 
e ſaid to have been improved fince the Revolation, 
g gone to ar ſach were the deluſions pratifed- 
e great majority being tis abſolved” 


I 
& 


from any high degree of guilt, though certainly not exetnipt from 
 Hame, the guilt of the few: wha delu: ed was the greater. "Among 
thele, the priſoner at the bar was deeply implicated by the 2 . 
Hence... He could not ſay, that he took no part in preparing the 
7 | 2 to be tranſacted, or that he voted heedleſsly and tmplicitly © 
for whatever was propoſed- A Secret Committee had been ap- 
pointed; this committee was diffolved, but with powers to the 
members to cle&a new committee, the names of the members com- 
E -- poſing which, were not even to be known by the ſociety: Here 


E © Was, and therefore dangerous. If their intentions were hone "iT 

recy in the prime directors of all their, movements? 

"Why not a& opeuly,'as they had done before ? 'Speculative opi- 
EY ; 1 _- je ** ps * : | rt e 278 


SL 4. #7 TH 
nions on government, or on any other ſubje&, were allowed in this | 
country, unleſs hurtful in the manner of circulating them. Such a 

_ check 8 in every government, as no government could 
ſtand againſt conſtant attempts to. diſturb the opinions. All go- 
vernments mult be adminiſtered by a few in compariſon of the 
many, and how was the ſubmiſſion. of the many to the few to be 
fecured but by the force of opinion? Even the members of the 
Conſtituent Aſſembly of France, when they had framed; as they 
imagined, a free government for theiweountry, thought that ſpecula- 
tive opinions were not to be left entirely be * xf-oog and the 
, Tait legacy they left to their ſucceſſors was a decree againſt the clubs, 
conneRed by affociation and affiliation. The decree had never been 
executed, and fince, the country bad been under the direction of. 
ofe very clubs. The priſoner could not plead that he was a man 
deluded. He ſigned all the papers, and to him all the letters were 
addreſſed. He was privy to all the proceedings of the Secret Com- 
mittee, and perhaps carried on a correſpondence of his own, which 
he never communicated to the committee. His connection with 
'Tooke, Margarot and Skirving, appeared very my ſterious. None 
but the priſoner, Margarot and Skirving, ſeemed: to have known 
any thing in the firſt inſtance of the iutention to fend delegates to 
the convention at Edinburgh. ' „„ cn 

The Solicitor General then entered into a long and elaborate ar- 
gument on the law of treaſon, which he read from his note. 

He proceeded to maintain, that a: convention in any ſtate, being 
a convention of the whole people, muſt neceſſarily become a 8 
reign Power, and therefore that the King muſt ſubmit to it or be in 
danger, and it mattered not that the parties did not intend to de- 

pole him for life 3 for to depoſe him for one day, or for one hour, 
was the ſame thing in point of law as that of depoſing him for life; 

and the ſteps the priſoner had been engaged in, led neceſſarily to 

that end, and therefore it was clearly treaſon. He then gave a hiſ- 
tory. of the Revolution in France by the Convention ; he ſaid, chat 

the moment the French deprived the King of his power of nega- 
tiving the proceedings of the aſſembly, he was then depoſed. + He 

then gave an account of all the addteſſes preſented from the ſocie- 
ties of this Country to the National Convention, and the anſwer: = 
which the Preſident - gave to them. He began with “ Generous - 0 
Republicans.“ This, he ſaid, was clearly underſtood by the preſi- | 
deut of the French Convention to mean, that theſe perſons wiſhed * 


91 


to eſtabliſh a Republican form of Government in this country, and 9 
he had no doubt they did. The acta they did on this occaſion, be IF 
' ſaid, he had no doubt whatever to be treaſon. He ſaid he would 3 
nom proceed to another head of the ſuhj ec. Et = 
Lord Chief Juſtice Eyre here ſaid, Mr. Solicitor General, if ou 


Have come to the end of this bead, we had better adjourn; for no 
human powers would be able to go on, ſo as to take up the matter 
after you have done. We ſhall lofe ub time then by ſtopping here 


for to- nige. e e 
a _ It was half paſt twelve o'clock. — Adjourned to eight next morn- 
ing. | ES | | EE 
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ment whete be had Ropt the.nigh before. He had brought to the 
recollection of the «$3 the pag that had Been taken by theſe So- 

FLietien in (ending for! Bo d and John Froſt to Paris; with an ad- 

greſs to tive 40 zmbly; He had pointed out the ſtrong 
8 language they had uſed on that occaſion, which the 

nic for the Priſoner had not even attempted to explain away 

duc he had, drawn their attention to the anſwer of 4 

ba ſesmed 225 w heir character aud their —— 2 

the Prefiderit ad fed them by the. title of Republicans and Bre- 
thren, and hoped that they ſhovld ſobn have to ſend an addreſs. o 

. Telipitation'to the National Convention of regenerated England. | 

Phat theſe thingy were moſt important in the conſideration of the 

- preſent coſe, nd man could doubt, finde it went, among other things, 


. 5 : #6;:ſhew: the character, views, and objeQs of theſe Societies. They | 


2 went to prove that their uniform aud ſole inteution was to 
\. avarturn-oor happy Conſthuxion, root and branch, and to eſlabliſh 
in ita roam that anarchy which at leaſt had not made the happineſe 


* of regenerated i He next adverted to a letter ſent to the 


Correſponding Society from a Club at Stockport, calling them 
© bus the F — et niverſal Peace and the Rights of Man“ 
for theſe Socictics indulging in the moſt romantic views, and warmed 
_ bythe wildeſt enthuſiaſm, formed tb themſelves the imagination. of 
uniterſal peace; If they would attend to what they meant by univer- 
fal peace they would find is to be a peace obtained by a general repre- 
ſentative ſyſtem, which would fraternize the whole world, and make 
_ ..the/intereſts of the governors and governed ſo inſeparable that no 


_ circumſtarice of this and other letters not being commented on by 
the learned and ingenious Gentlemen who conducted the defence, 


wl dee decißee proof, amounting to conviction, that they were 


_ » Gopſcious no defence could be offered. They ſhould recolle& that 
_ - thiey were Gentlemen of great talents and great knowledge: that 


_ tlie laſk Gentleman who addreſſed them, though he had not the or- 


namental part of oratory in ſuch high fection as ſome othert 
might, yet poſſeſſed talents, and knowledge in a very couſiderable 
ec; ſo. conſiderable, as to entitle him to the character of one 
of he wok eminent advoeates. : It was not then for want of talent, 
for want of attention, or of  ijiduftry that no rematks had been 
offered them on this ſubject, but becauſe the Learned Gentlemen 
had no ground on which they could ſtand. 
He gent defired they would pay attention to che letter from 
| Norwich, * OM _ 9 8 18 f Shox pe 0 of debate in the 
3 . Rod 
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8 
zonding Society: this letter contained expreſſions which 
merit ſpecial notice, as Lavaca, | a great deal connected with the 
cauſe they had to determine. It enquires whether the object of 


the Societies be a Reform upon the plan of the Duke of Richmond 


- with for attributing this intention to the 


only, or whether their deſign was to rip Fee by the roots, 
and eſtabliſn Democracy in ſts place. They ſay the letters from 
Shefheld ſeem to be obſcpre, at firſt they ſeem to intend abiding by 


the Duke's plan, and afterwards are contented” with ' a moderate 


Reform, in concert with the Friends of the People. 

; e People at Mancheſter, by addrefling Paine, ſeem to wiſh for 

a Democracy 3 here he obſerved, that they had been found fault 
Prifones, from bly. Ad. 


| refs to Paine, when one of their on Societies had put the fame 
Interpretation on a fimilar Addrefſs. This Letter was read to the 
Society, and inſtead of anſwering fo monftrons a propoſal as that of 


| bated/on che Letter with a fort of temper highly inconſiſtent with 
their profeſſions of regard to the „„ Co 

The Jury ought to notice the anfwer, which does not mention 
with any degree of reſentment, ſuch indecent and traitorous ex- 


+4 


preſſions, but ſays upon that head, that it is the advice of the So- 


- ciety that they ſhould. not diſpute amongft themſelves upon Mo- 


nach, Democracy, or Religion. The Priſoner, therefore, when 


- 
» 


be only converſed on the expediency of their being contented with 
the Dake of Richmond's 17 of f 22 
given to others of not diſputing upon the Monarchy— 
The Society approved of he Ne h < | 
ttended was good evidence of their intention to ad in the Tame 
| manner in England as the Convention had acted in France, and a 
2 their determination to overturn the Conſt 


lan, only followed the adyice be had 


rench Convention, this he con- 


« x" \s % 
5 . Conftitution 
country. He ſaid their reſolution was to affemble a 


- 


Convention in this country which was to be a National Conven-. 
ion, in order that they might have a more ditect communication 
wich the French, and might be fraterniſed with them. This Con- 


they would attend to the conduct 


vention was to aſſume all the powers of Government. He begged 


of the Society; they had Con- 


* 


2 -  ſpired to raiſe a very ſtrong party, in order more effectually to ob- 
| ik the een purpoe they had in view. 80 ſtrong was the 
e 


5 ſimilarity between the 


| tw. ele People and the French, that he conceived 
the Jury could have no dopbt in their minds of their intentions be- 


ing the ſame ; che reaſon of their not ſucceeding in this country, 
as well as in France, was, the different circumitances of the two 


countries—all Government muſt 7 5 pon Ye 8 dee 4 
long loſt the favourable opipion 


cf the public; it was far otherwile in this country, whale govern- 
went was ſafely lodged ig the hearts of the people, Whole boalt _ 
and whoſe comfort it had been for centuries. They would net 


heſitate tö ſuppoſe. that men who attempted to deſtroy this opinion 


intended to oyertbrow the Conſtitution, and involve the country in 
ruin. —Afﬀter many APRN on the various papers which were 
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in evidence before the Jury, he came to the complaints that bad 
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deen made at various times on the abuſes of government. No 


= 


oy 


try; he confeſſed there were many abuſes in the government of 


* doubt, he Tai there were abuſes in the gorerument of every eur. 


this; groſs and abominable abuſes, which every good man would 

wilh to remedy, for whatever ſuuation a perſon. might hold, there 
was ſtill a Higher obligation 1 him ; which was, to do all he le- 

ally could do to remove abuſes. In a religious view, what ſhould 


| _» man give in cxchange for bis Beal? In a political view, what ſhould 


a man give in exchange. for hie Liberty? riches, dignities, titles 


honours were nothing in conipariſon with this object. But all this. 
maſt be done without any treaſonable or ſeditious practices, and he 
maintained that the Members of theſe Societies had views very dif. 
ferent from remedy ing theſe partial defects; he then proceeded . 
ſtate that it was evident. from the different papers in evidence, that 
dhe French, and all thoſe who eſpouſed their cauſe in politics, acted 
upon a ſpirit of enthuſiaſm, as the Papiſts formerly did on points A A 
religion; they acted on the idea that they alone were right, and 
that it was their duty to oppaſe all thoſe who differed from them in 
opinion, and they were dontinually employed in making converts ; 
this was preciſely the caſe with the French in their Politics; 
they proceeded. on the ſame primciple of intolerance'in politics as the 
Fapiſts did in religion, and. theſe, Societies were parties with the 
French. They had not been content with publiſhing their ſenti- 
_metris, but they acted on them, for they hag formed reſolutions, and 


* 


el on n the direct tendency of 


Thien was to make this country a Republic, and that was their oh- 
Jes; ang they, followed this up with a reſolution to accompliſh it. 
He then read many of, the reſolutions of the'Society, from time to 


. to. give, an account” of the Conſtitutian of 
ed in 1789, which was certainly, at that time, more 


time, and 
France Tet 


pPopulst than avy other Conſtitution in the world; it was a Conſti- 


'tution, however, in which the Kiog had little, except that of a 
very large and evormous revenue, and ſome ornaments, that ſoon 
proved to be of But httle uſe to him, and that Conſtitütlon fell be- 
eauſe the King had not power enough under it. Having 3 


wy — 4 


may obſervations on this fubject, he proceeded to obſerve on what 


was Called prejudices in favour of Government, and he maintained 
"that the maſs of mankind mult always judge of Government by pre- 
Judice, for as they mult be employed almoſt the whole of their lives 


In procuring the heceſſarics of life, they had heit her time nor abili- 


ties to form opinions for themſelves: they acted wiſely in doing 
this; for in this they followed the wiſdom and the experience of the 
moſt enlightened of mankind; and this would always be the caſe in 


every welkregulated State. —He then made many comments on the 
various pamphlets that had been written by different authors, and 


4 


* 


eirculated by theſe Societies; all of them, he ſaid, in ſubſlance 


teoded to inculcate the docttine, chat we had a bad form of Govern- 


a — 
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* ment, particularly they ſeemed to level againſt two branches of the 
 Legillature ; and they all ſeemed to inlinuate, that a full Repreſeu- 
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tation of the People in the Houſe of Commons would aüfwer all, » 
proper purpoſes : this, be maintained, 'was a proof, amongſt many 

other things, that their object was to form in this Country a Repub 
lican ſyſtem of Government. He proceeded next to give a hiſtory 

of the Jacobias- of France; and maintained, that the conduct of 


a 
Fa. 
- 


thoſe Societies was exactly ſimilar to that of the Jacobius in France. 

C Here he read ſeveral of the Addreſſes, Letters, &c. of the 80 - 
cieties, in proof of his aſſertion.] He faid, there could not be a 
doubt but A tas it was the intention of theſe perſons to bring about a. 
Republican form of Government in this Country: they had acted 
often on chat idea, with a view of bringing it about; and that moſt 


"ITT 
#% 0 


clearly was High Treaſo n. 
ie then proceeded to take notice of the proceedings of, the 
London Correſponding, Society on the zcth of January, 1794. 
Y J Martin in 2 Chair, and maintained that they were al of the | 
me nature as thoſe he had already commented upon, and there * 
could be no doubt whatever of the tendency of the proceedings from 
the beginning to the end;; theſe proceedings he again read. The 
next point to be taken notice of was the Convention at Edinburgh, 
a Convention, the proceedings of which were a tiſſue of ſedition, 
treaſon and rebellion.” To illuſtrate; this, he obſerved that if auy 
man had proclaimed the Pretender at Edinburgh, at the time of the. - 
meeting of that Conventian,. that would clearly be an act of High. . 
Treaſon of itſelf. - The declaration of a Republican form of Go- 
vernment being to be eſtabliſhed, was a proclamation of rebellion, 
for that was their meaning, for they ſaid it would be brought about. 
This proved that their minds were bent on Treaſon, and he believed 
there would not be two opinions on that circumſtance among. thoſfſe 
who attended to their proceedings. He then gave an account of 
the toaſts that had been given in a company of ſome of theſe Socie= . - 
ties, and he obſerved that although the ſubje& might be treated with, - 
levity, yet it ſhould be recolleQed thatfock circumſtances had always 
been deemed fit matter of evidence on State trials, and that for the 
beſt reaſons, for men in convivial hours, in company with their 
Friends and Connections, were generally fincere, and it was in ſuch | 
ſituations that we were to find out what was paſſin! in their minds, 8 
and that became material in the cauſe, for the intention of tjñe 
party was the great thing to be decided upon. He would not re- 
peat all theſe toaſts, as they had been read in evidence, he ſhould re- 
peat only one of them. All that is good in every Conſlitution, and 
may we never be ſuperſtitious enough to reverence in any that which 
tis good for nothing.” This, he maintained, was a very unworthy | -- 
ſentiment, for it tended to inſinuate that we could not have any re- = 
verence for our own Conflitation without ſuperſtition ; this alſo 1 
proved what was paſſing in the minds of the company who had 
drank it —a contempt for the Conſtitution, and ſuch perſons muſt 
be deemed to have wicked intentions againſt the government of tbe 
country. It was apparent alſo from the Letters of the Priſoner 
that he bad expreſſed his wiſhes for eſtabliſhing a Republican form 
of Government; and he had expreſſed hopes of ſeeing a comple- 
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2— 
— 
„ „ of * 


oF 
« n 


. 


o 3 g 


F 


5 Fe © OR 3 
93 Y 


882 251 E. N T Bo f 


ment, he muſt have meant to have boſtile wiſhes with regard to the 


King —this was alſo a treaſonable intention. The parties in this 
conſpiracy eptered into Reſolutions together, and theſe Reſolutions 


| being examined, would be found to amount to a fult proof that the 
intentions of the party were treaſonable beyond all doubt. Ano-' 


ther eircumſtance was to be taken notice of upon this trial. Tem- 
— convenience. made it neceſſary that a . certain number of 
Heſſian troops ſhould be landed here; theſe Societies thought 
proper to enter into Reſolutions upon that ſuhject, condemning it 
2 an unconſtitutional meaſure; they declaimed againft it, and cla- 
moured;; endeayoured/to create an alarm. What was this intended 
to prbduce ? Diſcontent in the minds of the People. For what 


Purpoſe? To prepare the minds of the people to revolt. Havin 
88 in* this manner, until they thought the minds of | - 
Feo 


ple were to a-certain degree irritated, : they then wot to hol 


Another Convention ſimilar to that which met at Edinburgh. The 


Place of its meeting was to be a ſecret. What was to be inferred 
From this? In his opinion it amounted to a demonſtration” that 


their intention was not honeſt: the whole Sotiety, who bore a part 


iin this tranſaction, myſt have a hoſtile intention to the Govern- 


Had formed, in which he had faid he looked forward to the 
© glorious reign of Liberty and 1 . 7 He then proceeded to 
Take notice of the proceedings at | 
demonſtrated the intentions of the parties to be treaſonable. * Mr. 
Yorke himſelf, ſeemed to diſapprove. of the Convention at Ediu- 
burgh, aud declined to attend it, not becauſe he diſapproved of the 
- principle” on which it was formed, but he thought they had not 
pPrepartd the minds of the public to regard them in the character of 
A: 


ment of this country. The. Letter of the Priſoner, of the 4th of 
May, 1794, in evidence before the Jury, was a proof of what he 
thought upon the ſubject; for it extant (Þ 


explicitly what ideas he 


heffield, which, he ſaid, clearly 


onvention-of the People, and for want of that preliminary cau- 


ion they failed to produce the effect for which their inſtitution was 


intended. He then er to take notice of Mr. Yorke's 


 -+ ſpeech, at the*Caſtle-bill, at Sheffield, and to comment on its in- 


_ -— Aammatory: tendency, and maintained that this was another incident 


in furtherance of the plot which had been formed for creating in 


the minds of the pevpple diſcontent and diſaffection towards Govern- 
ment. He took notice alſo of the letter of Mr. Skirving, of the 


xth# of July, 1793, which. explained clearly, the meaning of che 


7 Parties to be boſlile to Government; this Letter proved, he ſaid, 


there was a civil diſcord in the minds of the parties, a long time be- 


fort the Letter was written. With 8 25 to the evidence of the 


Enie that had made a part of this prolecution, be was ready to al- 


low that was rather a trifling circumſtance, and therefore the Jury, 
i they pleaſed, would put it out of their conſideration ; but the 
whole of the evidence taken together, he was confident, was eon- 


clufive upon the caſe now before the Jury. Sir John Mitford _ 


© 26 1 


ſaid, he felt. bimſelf ſo much exhauſted (having ſpoken for fix 
hours, in which he went over all the evidence in the oauſe) that be 
way unable to ſay more, and was compelled to leave untouched many 
which he intended to fubmit to the conſideration of the Jury. 
He could only ſay, that to the utmoſt of his power be had done his 
duty z and he truſted the Jury would do theirs. It was a hard taſk 
to preſs againſt a man in a cauſe, the event of which might be the 


Eee of his life. They were to judge of him according 

to the evidence. If on the fulleſt inveſtigation of the cauſe, the 

iy . could find themſelves juſtißecdd in acquitting the Priſoner, 
k 


new they would do it with joy. ' If they found them- 
ſelves bound to give a contrary verdicf, _ as the caſe might be, 

they had a folemo duty to perform, , muſt perform that 
duty. He had bad a duty — ts his feelings to perform; 
having gone through it as well as bis could, he would not trouble 
them any longer.. 


- Lord Chiet aftice Exxr —We are now in the 70 rel Trial; ; 


it comes to me to ſum up this great and momentous Cauſe. If it is 


expected or wiſhed on the part of the Priſoner, or on the part of the 


Lan that the 1 of the written evidence ſhould be re- 
peated to the Jury, I will do it. Or would it be ſatisfactory to 


every body, that patole evidence only ſhould be ſummed up to — 


Jury, and leave it to your — — Gentlemen, on the written 
rs chen I ſhall ſum up the oral teſtimony, together with — ap. 
8 of the written evidence as in the courſe of ſumming 

| pear to me to he neceſſary to haye recourſe'to: If it is Lion with of of 
the Priſoner, or the Counſel for the Priſonerz or, if it is inſiſted 
upon on the part of the proſecution: but certainly, if defired on the 
part of the Priſoner, I ſhall nor at all regret the expence of my 
2 or of the bodily fatigue for me perſonaliy to go through. I 
would willingly ſpare the Jury as much as poſlible, becauſe their la- 
baur has been infinite. If I were to go through the whole of the 
written evidence, I am afraid it would only load them with an im- 
recollection of a maſs of evidence, which would make them 


be leſs able to comprehend or underſtand that "Pars: of the evidence | 


which appears to me to be material. 

Arroanzr GIN AA AI- H cantiot better confult hr 2 be- 
t than to leave the whole to the execution of that ny: which reſides 
in the Court: 

Mr. Exexins—My Lord, if you pleaſe, I'will nsch with the 
Priſoner himſelf ? The Court conſenting, Mr. Erſkine went to the 
— Priſoner at the Bai, and, having cony with him, Mr. Erſkine 
returned, and ſaid that his client, confiding” in the juſtice of the 
Court, had acquieſced in what his Lordſhip had ſta 

The Enter Fee ſaid, as this was the caſe, be ſhould take 
that courle, de ring it to be underſtood, that if there was any thing 


that he ſhould not ſtate accurately, the Counſel for the Priſoner. 


would be ſo good as to remind him of it. He wiſhed: the Counſel 
0 doth ſides to underſtand this, and n the Counſel for 


| the 
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the 8 ' And that they would, put brats lt! 'of any thing” 
that: was material, if he ſhould happen to omit it. 

be Court and fury then withdrew for an hour for refrelhuvent. 

hie Juſtice Baron Evas proceeded to ſum up the videneg 
. Gentlemen of: the. Jury, this Priſoner ſtands indicted for High 
i ing and imagining the King's death. The . 
8 contains nine counts or overt· acts. Of theſe are, frſt 
conſpiring to levy war againſt the King —ſecondly, preparing = 7 
fer that purpoſe. Three others are, firſt—conſpiting to ſubvert the 
Government —ſecondly, ſending letters, and preparing arms for that 
obje&. The four other overt · acts relate to the aſſembling of a Con- 
vention, the. feſt of which i is—rconcerting to call a Convention—the | 
ſecond;-publiſhing-books; letters, and pamphlets, in order to induce 
hjs-Majeſly's ſubjects to ſend Deputies to the ſame Convention—the 
third. meeting, confulting, and deliberating how, when, and where 
this:Canvention was to be held the fourth, the appointing Jere- - 
mah Joyce, Jolig Auguſtus. Bonney, &c. to meet and to co-ope- =" 
rate towards the calling and aſſembling ſuch Convention. You will 

- attend anly to; the evidence neceſſary for eſtabliſhing one of- theſe | 

dass the general effect of the whole will come aſterwards to be con- 

- fulered- The Chief Joſtice then went an to ſum up the evidence in 

the order ĩn which it had been brought forward; and began with. 

: to the Witneſſes from- Sheffield, Camage and Broomhead: 
=: In a dude of his ſtatement, he ordered the Clerk to read to the 
= Jury. the Addrels to the People, and the Petition to his Majeſty, 
= which bad bcen'voted on the Caſtle-hill. As te the genetal Hbellous 

' tendency of the addreſs, he remarked that it was not very mach to 

| the purpoſe. There was one expreſſion in the Petition" which de- 
fevred to be remarked ; mention is there made of “ the impending 
term, but what was the application to be given to this phtaſe, 

| taken alang with ſhe date, was matter of fit conſideration for the 

"The whole of this printed paper had been very much relied 

| 3 ſides, and had received very. different conſtructions from 
the Counſel for the. Proſecution, and the Counlel for the Priſoner: 
Its: impertance-.aroſe not ſo much from the other, extravagances 
Which it contained, as from one Refolutiop, That they would pe- 

_ tition Parliament: no more. It Was evident, deset that they - 
meumt to take forme. other coutſe in order to obtain their object. 5 
What that other .courſe was, it remained for the Jury, taking it in 

Ws cher chain of evidence along with the time at which the Societſes had 
© Iin-agitation- their: plan of à Convention, to determine. The nent 
\ witueſs to whom 1 e adverted. was Henry Alexander, whole teſti- 
mon, from the- manner in which it was girep, Was not entitled to 
much credit, and upon which indeed nothigg material depended. 
Al that could de gathered from him Was, that he had been preſent 
me meeting where Yorke, who. was then on the eve of going 
nd, talked extrarsgantiy. Thomas Whitehall confirmed no- 
Wing. The teſlimonꝝ of the next witbeſe, te wh had ea . 
— is was the Art Witneſs i Ret * 
e * 


8 * * 
3 — , 
= - — - 


renn * 2 * 
enn . py” I a; _—_— * o . . 4 
— nn * 7 "4 3 Fees TEA? IF Is 741 I" TO by _ * — 
* : 5 e 8 WOK Tk 
4 ; * * 
0 © be i wt 
0 \ 

* * 


bac a 


mous paper Tir Guillatine, which he ordered the Clerk to read. 
This, he ſaid, was a moſt infamous and deteſtable paper. The al 
lußon contained in it was too obvious to require to be pointed out. 
But whether it ought at all to be inter woven with the Iodictment, 
or allowed to have any, weight in the charges againſt the Priſoner, 
was for the Jury to conſider. Ihe Witneſs did not think that Hardy 
| had ever ſeen the paper, or that if he had ſeen it, he would have 
gpproved of its contents. One material cirgumſiance which appears 
$4 from the evidence of this witneſs wag, that Hardy had received the 
| letter from Sheffield relative to the pikes, and had fo far acted upon 
t as to have communicated to the witneſs the direction where he 
might furniſh himſelf. The next witneſs, Samuel Williams, ſpoke 
_ pnly ta the ſubje of guns. He had giten Hardy an order for 
Þvots and ſhoes, who in return had faund cuſtamers far three or 
four of his guns; thus far the tranſaction was merely in the way af 
trade and nes accommodation, and could reaſpoably fix no im- 
putation ypon Hardy.— Bpt it appeared afterwards that Hardy had 
recommended him to Fraoklo's Afſociation, The private and lan- 
deſtine way in which this Aſſociatibi met to exerciſe, and the man» 


ner in which they ſhifted about from one place to another, wartantefl 


at leaſt a ſuſpicion, that they, were conſcivus that they were engag 4 
in no good purpaſe, | From this recommendation, it was evident 

that the nature of this aſſociation was not unknown to Hardy 3 bur 

what were their deſigns; how far the Priſoner might be implicate 

in them, were queſtions. fit for; the, conſideration of the Jury. 


Edward Goſling had ſtated an exprefiion to have taken place in the 


| Saciety, which was certainly a very ſtrong one, © that they would 


arm to ſupport their Convention as the French had done.” If the 


vention, _—_ it eos a contended way to have met 
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. 121 al 27 a d peaceable niapaer were to have been. fupported in *. 
55 DCCat "by an” armed WT it gave ' indeed. a new Com- 


Proc 
plexion to the Bufineſs. At the ſame time it was to be recolleQed 
mployed as a Tpy; and whoſe character was by no means 


0 5 5 upexceptionable; were there not o bjections to bis credit, his 


teſtimony would be very important indeed, 'as it would ſerve to 


great caution. John Groves \ was a'Witnefs, whoſe ve- 


racity 


ardy's pa 


- mark à determined purpoſe againſt the King and' his Ply. He . 
. hed aſcribed io Baxter, language ſo very itiprudent, as could 
— have deen ſuppoſed, to uſed. _ His. evidence was to be re- 


was fill more directly impeached. The Chief Juſtice ordered 
' a letter from Stockport to be read, dated 5th January, 1794, = 
whole of which he affirmedto be inflanimatory „but particularly the 
laft paragraph. This was followed by 8 5 a ſong full oh ſediti. 
dus tmatfer, hich had been found among 1 | 
Ednet Jaltice obſ{cryed that it had very fairly been Aer 1 of 'by 


the" "Counſel for the Priſoner, . that Be, being! a Seeretary of : a So- 


ciety, Was "expoſed 1 to Teecive al forts of Papers, and could © not be 
Teſpoalihe for their contents. The eircümftagce of i improper pa- 
pers being found in his pofleſſion, might only afford an indication 
of 1mprudenice,” and it remained for the Jury to determine how far 
that, taken in connection with other cireumſtances, ought to attach 


a charge of criminality.” The Chief Juſtice then'proceeded to re- 


mürk on the” evidence of Lynam, and the evidence brought from hb, 


Scotland; relative tothe conſpiracy of Watt and Downie, from any. 


mare in which he Feeined to « confider the Prifoner's as completely Ex> 


Gulpated: "He then adverted to the papers found in the poſſeſſion of 


Martin ad- Thelwall, which, whether they were allowed to affe& 
the Priſoner or not, proved at leaſt the exiſtence of very dangerous 


deſigus, and that the minds of ſome of thoſe with Whom it was om. 


need,” were infected with a degree of violence, the probable effecte 


'of which he ſnuddered to contem 5 and with a wickednefs Which 


© to belie He then went over the witneſſes 


it was almoſt im 


. that bac been brought to prove'the virtues of the private character, 
Aang the moderation of the polſtical ſentiments of the Priſoner, ſhort- 5 
| * remarking'on the eyidence that bad deen given by each. 
Toe City Jys srier havin gove through all the Evidence, ſaid 
he ſhould Be very glad to go of With what he had to fay to the Jury 
dnn che Tubjea, but as what be had to 40 mult neceſſariſy run 4 
un inconvenient length both for them and f 


fo much exhauſted, he moſt trouble them to attend to-morrow, and 


atrendance at nine o clock. 
= 5 e at bobs after wt Fm. | 
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or himſelf, and as he was 


then be . 9 to be able, in a few hours, to diſmiſs them, e 5 
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"ous wink, wrbuzibay, _ 5 


ans ve 498} 


= Abi a pony nive o'clock. in the morning the cent 


Chief Baron E Beute of the. jury, laſt ight, at 1 
late hour, I left off, after having. recapitplated à part of the evi- 
| dence that has been laid before you. I had ſlated to you all the pa- 
role evidence, except certain parts al it, which Hah: agreed. to be 
then omitted. 9 
BE may now venture to lay 8 vou, that. chew. great and momen- 
c us cauſe between the King aud the Priſoner at the Bar, 5 i at 
| brought to a. point; and it. maſt. be a great ſatisfaRtion d 
| You, a great ſatisfaQtion to me, and to every. honeſt man, that this 
cauſe bas been happily. fo. e and fo. proceeded upon, with. 
patience and wt tem oh Tak it is poſſible. to. diſcover a cauſe w 
| . 2 a long borious inveſtigation, ſuch. a. cauſe 4s. this: 
There is a. ny your. minds are informed of the great mag 
nitude of the ſubje, op as to enable . you to.' pronounce” a RE 
which ſhall be faticfatory to your own minds, ans whe cannot er 
be ſatisfactory to the 8 
& Gentlemen, it is as muc ſatisfa&ion t ts, tile 28 1 can feel,” ice 
exerciſe 0 ſo painful a duty, as that which is now ca n me, to 
rele, t upon this occaſion. there is, I think, no 8 ble chance: 
of our 1 in any difficulty in point 0 Law. The verdict in this 
caſe will not, proceed, and you. will receive no directions from me, 
at it is to proceed, upon any narrow or technical grounds; The. 
vert act charged is in ſubſtance, that the Priſoner at the Bar bas, 
and others concerned with bim, have cbnſpired to depoſe the Kisg 
and to ſubvert the Monarchy of this Country ; and this ge 1 
ſtated to be, and has always been conſidered, as an overt: act in com- 
paſſing the death of the King... It is indeed a known preſumption. | 
of 1 acknowledged by the beſt writers upon the Law, that he. 
who coulpires to depoſe the King, compaſles and imagines the death i 
of the King; and there is no queſtion, whether compaſſing and 
imagining 115 death of the King, was the primary jutent previsus 
to Doe eg to depoſe For, if a conſpiracy muſt, iu the ngture of 
the ching, be fas seed to che compaſſing and imagiving the death, 
it is not afterwards to be put to you as a queſtion, that the compaſ- 
ſing and imagining requires proof that 5 conception was in the 3 
mind prior to the conception to depoſe the King; for, depoling is 
X Seer the B and imagining his dearh.; it is not a pre. 
4 of Law only, it is a ary, and inviolable preſumption 
&, To much ſo, that it is quite impoſſible to doubt it—Who- 
can doubt that the natural perſon of the King is attacked by him 


who attempts to depole the 12 ? 3 T hall. waſte no 
n i l | time 
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time in diſcoffing fuch a queſtion.” Many, many hours were ſpent at 
, the Bari in diſcufſing i; but the fac broke * under the diſcuf- 
Kon, and it became at Jaft impoſſible for the Gentlemen to ſet their 
faces to the idea of yrguing, that to 2485 the King is not to com- 
wy and imagine his death. You will therefore now, Gentlemen, 
roceed to 8 amwingtion of the faQts as they are is evidence be · 
re you; and 1 molt correctly agree with the Counſel for the Pri- 
Gor that the caſe muſt be made out on proveck ground, or it is 
0 Fl. at all agaidft tbe Priſoner; the proof mult be plain and 'con- 
- vincin phe Th uhog the word fre, left it ſhould entangle you 
. y. The Law of the land is perfectly clear, that js, as 
Qory : as the mot a we direc yo that can 


FT 1 ovies the ſhort late of the eaſe on the qu queſtion may be 
ae ta be this Whether the Priſoner at the" Bar, together Sith 
chere, bas copſpired to ſubvert the Moy of this Country? and 
_ whether, they” have ſer on foot the a Convention of the 
"People, in order. to effect that bree. 1 have employed part of 
"that time. which” ought to'bave been given tollleep, i in en 1 1 
dio take ſuch z view of the evidence in this eagſe, 0 might nab hi | 
Ey the queltions.of fact, as they exiſt between the ' and the 
Ries at the Bar, with ſome tolerable diſtinctneſe 22 vou, 
=_ that you may ſee where the matter hinges. I do not kriow whether 
i I have ſycceeded' or not ; but I do hope I ſhall be able td put before 
E | „ ale, 4s may be of fools to you 
= - -. . yopr bo on 5 
| | entleryen, - it ought to hates: to the Priſoner at the bar, 
| 5 le be aer Hed e pen what is called the Duke of Rich: 
1 e plan of a Reform in Patbament; that ie, to obtain univerſal 
Jag aud W election jn the Commons Houſe of Parliament 1 
L P =; ig: incumbent on thaſe who comment on this, on the part 
olecution, to ſatisfy you that the priſoner and other 2 
3 5 be 3s. charged to have ated, whether ey by their own 
= + _ eathofiaſm, ot. from a wiſh to follow the . of Fraue, have 
| | _ entered i into z crimſyal Purſuit of another object and of. another na- 
| rute jt in chat which bas made the conſideration of this caſe neceſ- 
'1 25 * ; andthey mult Tatisfy you, that' it is the ct of che priſo- 
Cores others with wrt he ha#aQed, chat had made the mul 
complained of fo dangerous; and thst i it was the priſoner's 
ederates* intention, to eſtabliſh a pure democracy, an 
ES of.a government from a full, free, "and entire 9 
_ Eation of the peaple of this country. 
©, * Gentlemen, in the fnaſs of evidence which has been laid before 
Jon, there are to be found parte that will not be extremely numerous, 
Which will be fit to be ſabmitted to your conſideration, as grounds 
from whenee the Proſecutors bave drawn” their coneluſion, and by 
Which they are to ſu} their aſſertion that this departure from the 
original plan has taken. place, and that the priſoner at the bar has 
- entered i into the Eriminal ** imputed to — The * 


Two) 


of evidenet in this reſpeQ, which 1 ſhall refer te, are the paſſages 

which mark the conduct of theſe people from the year 1792, in 
which the /priſbner-at the bar is implicated, prior to their Addreſs 
to the National 'Convention-of France, all of which you have beard 
reag, theſe you Will now have to confider. Having carried your 
eyes over theſe, you will then have to go down to the Britiſh Con- 

vention at Edinburgh, and to the 8 to the latter end of 
the year 1793; and then yeu will have to form your judgment on 
this project of a Convention, Which was proceeded upon to à certain 
length, in the beginning of the year 1794. 1 think I may flatè to 
you, that it is clear, from the whole maſs of evidenct, that theſe 
Popular Societies had, in the beginning of the year 1792, ſo con- 
ducted themſelves as to raiſe a queſtion on themſelves and theit con- 
duct ſome time before their Addrefs.'. You will recollect it was 

proved that a Society, calling themſelves the friends of the People, 
- conſiſting of men of great eharacter, high rank and property, and of 
; great diſtinQion in the Country, had refuſed to correſpond wixh the 
London Correſponding Society; and ſome ſet of men had/exhorted 
the Sheffield Society, but in vain, to make an explieit declaration 
on the Government of this Country, as by law eſtabliſhed. - Theſe 
Popular Societies had, ſome of them, gone ſo far, that a Society ar 
Stockport put the queſtion directly to the London Correſponding 
Soeiety, by letter to the [Priſoner at the Bar, to know what they 
meant ; and particularly what they meant with regard to the Houſe 
ef Lorde, and fill more particularly with regard to the Biſhops, as 

| the protectors of the eſtabliſhed ige, e Society, from - 

Norwich: put the queſtion till more diſtinctiy - Do ou mean to 

rip up Monarchy by the roots?” but this could not. fairly/be agaipſt 

the Priſoner, Hardy, nor for him, mneh ; for this was wnderſtgod 
to be a'ſnare for him and therefore it put him upon hie guard. 

He anſwered it, however: but one might have expected, that men 

- who ſet out with ſaying, and now defend themſelves by inſiſting, that 

they adopted the Duke of Richmond's plan with ſincerity of heart, 

would moſt: diſtinly have avowed their plan in terms that would 

| have admitted of uo qualification ; that they would have expreſtly 

_- avowed- attachment to the King ;/ that they would have expreſsly 

. . avowed their attachment to à Conſtitution of King, - Lords, and 

Commons; that they would have leſt no man to doubt, and parti- 

cularly thoſe who put the queſtion to them, becauſe it might have 
ſome eſſect in governing the conduct of others upon the-ſubjeR. 

- What was the opinion they entertained, the anſwer to this requiſi- 

tion may perhaps enable you to diſcover ; for that purpoſe, I ſhall 
deſire that both the letter and the anſwer to it may be read to you, 

not that I think that any particular ftreſs ſhould be laid on the p 

ticular diſtinẽtion between this letter and the anſwer. God forbid, 
Gentlemen, that a man's life ſhould depend on a ſevere eriticiſm 
upon words! TI am againſt the idea of putting nice conſtructions, 
either upon the words ur the actions of a man, when he. ſtauds in a 
Court of Juſtice on @ trial ſor- hie Hfe z but ſometimes there * 
4 | Es ee Ro WEEN NES words, 
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Vorda, ad actions alſo, 2 to admit of any doubt as ty, 
the real tatention and meaning of the party; you, Gentlemen, will 
_ attend, if you gleaſe,- to the requiſition / and the anſwer, and ſee 
_ what it is they 40 is reality. import, and particularly whether the 


anſwer is an-enplicit vrowal of inviolable attachment to the Conſti · 
tation of, this Country, as.by law eſtabliſhed, conſiſting of King, 
Jonky and Eamon” oo ooo OG 
[The lester and suſwer were then read by the Officer of the 
r -t UIeeRt,  HES rab 7. 
-»#-Gentlemen, the eriticalobſerrations'that are to be made on the 
two letters, having been already pate to you, you will judge of. 
their proper force, I have no intention to repeat them, or to preſe 
my opinion upen/yous' ſuch as may preſd upon your own, you will 
diſpoſe of as ſhould be if the diſtinction which Thinted at appears 
clean th vou that obſervation will have its due weight; if theſe. - 
papers require very.nice-and critical inveſtigation before you can de- 


termine upon them, L ſhould Jefire you not to employ yourlelyes | 


upon that nicety, for I think you wal then ſee the caſe in its great 


* . 


outline,- which is the/only way of waking obſervations. on ſuch. a 


ſubjeR,” dud the only one 1 ſhall make; it is uuneceſffary to make 
any other, becnuſe (this part of the ſubject is connected with the 
hiflery of other trunſactions in this caſe.” In this laſt, letter ou : 
will-ſee they inform the Society at Stockport, that they bad reſoly 


ed on addreſſing the Freneh National Convention; at this very time 


= * * 


they infortn the-Sociery unt Stockport of * a probable effect, which 


was the probable effect which theſe perſons will not fail to diſcover . 


you will-not fail to diſeb ver. We invite you to joio us. What 


anch ah did they-not'exprefaly avow to this Society the whole. o 


their obje& -in-terms' that could” admit of no poſſible equiyocation 2 


IEF 
* S 
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theſe are the only obſervations that theſe circumſtances ſeem to ma 


to afford, which apply to the evidence and the different comments 


von have heard. They ſay, they would addreſs the National Con- 
vention z they do in fact addreſs the Conyention, and it is very ap- 
parent that the Soviety, of which Hardy is a Member, notified to 


the other Society; the Society for Conſtitutional Information, that 


they; had-refolyed ſo to addreſs that Convention, that Society harr 


ing declared their approbation of the intention, they tranſmitted 


_ the Addreſs) which they meant! to ſend, and the refalt, was, 


that the-Socicty for Conſtitutional” Information did not think 
fit to join in that Addreſs, but reſolved to addreſs the Con- 
vention feparately ; and accordingly they did addreſs the Conyen- 
tion ſeparately. Whut their object was in pieſenting theſe. Ad- 
dreſſes are oy darkly alluded to in that Letter to the Society, at 
Stockport, but on what their object might pe, I think it is fair to 


make this obſervat ion that wich reſpect to the Society to whom 
the London Corelponding Society ſeit their Addreſs, if you could 
ſuppoſe they had meaſures to keep with this Society, at Stockport, 

or with any other Society ; if you could ſuppoſe that they had vio- 


ent men, hom it was their object to controul, or moderate. men, 
- p * * _ w , . 3 + = o 1 : bs g ; 
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ale to bave no Leer = to hop * from = . 
and . 


| * at * ah 5 Fe National. 88 by J Barlow an 5 
John Froſt, who had been deputed to take them. 3 4 flat. 
My Gentlemen, ſuch was the language in which. theſe Addreſſes | 
were penned, u upon "which I ought ta remark-ts-you,: that with re- 
gard to that language, and the conduct of thoſe who delivered 
bp Addreſſes,” you will deliver the Priſonet,| except where that 

nguage and that conduct are immediately connected with his oWn, 


8 other ĩ is not before you; but this, although not held by the 


Prif oner, 'nor by the perfons. wha deputed Barlow: and Froſt to 
pfreſent theſe Addrefſes, you will find hereaſter to affect him; be- 
_ canſe the languag e theſe perſons have held, was afterwards granfſ- - 
-mifted to the n of which Friſoner is a member; and you 
will find that that very Society has voted an unqualified apptobation 
of their condust. One thing more is to be obſerved in this point 
of the caſe,” and ought to be attended to, which is, that there was 
little to do here with theſe Societies, until the National Convention | 
of France had begun to act. Whether this goes to give any ner 
idea on the Reprelentation of the People in this country, of Au- 
nual Election and Univerſal Suffrage, ariſing out of the proceedings 
of the National Convention of France, or not, is for your judgment. / | 
to determine; and ydu ſee that under this head, there is a felicita-- ' 
tion to theſe Societies from the National Convention in France, ap- 
proved by theſe Societies, and concluding with a hope, that there 
would ſoon” be'a National Convention in England. What was en- 
peed in En gland td be felicitated by the, rench Convention de- f 
ſerves, I think; your moſt ſerious attention and conſideration. 
„ Gentlemen, I have ſtated to you that the only effect in thia 
caſe that language can have, is on the adoption of it by the Pri- 
ſoner at the Bat; it is truly obſerved by the Learned Gentlemen 
for the Priſoner, that if an Agent de employed by any body, it 
would be a cruel thing to calt upon that perſon to be anſwerable for 
the acts of his Agent, if that Agent ſhould. exceed the authority 
of | bis employer: : it ; woul be * * if . We are not to be 

| n 


17 
Cptrated,andt the. principal does approve of the eonduct of his 
Sende then there is no hardſhip whatever in making the pringips 
.zecbuntable for the.conduQ of che agent; and, in conſruing ti 
 kinguoge of che agent to be. language: of the principal, Now I 
hall leave you, Gentlemen, 40-yodge :whether they, who, brand 
the Members of this? Society, of which the Priſoner at the Bar 
is a Member, with being rank Republicans, are right; and 
whether theſe Peopfe were emdarked in the cauſe of Repub- 
lienniſm or not ;—it is an entre important paint. to he ſettled, 
for tlie determination of it would relinye you at once from all further 
doubt in the caſe, is my opinion, for the whole matter mult be of 
_ = very different complexion, as proceeding: from determined Repub- 
licans,: or coming from men acting as dyhiful and loyal ſuhjects to 
their Prince, as well as to the Conſtitution of their Country. 
n Gentlemen, the next point for your gonlideration is, that of 
be trunſactions of theſe Societies ſubſequent to the preſenting of 
the Addreſs to the National Convention; and that ia proper to be 
 attentively conſider ed, in order to find, aut the deſigus of thele 
irtics, with regard tö the National Convention they are ſaid ta 
2. intended to eſtabliſh in England: this 18 the immediate ſubje& 
of this proſecution 3 and you. will examine whether perſons who 
Have taken this extraordinary ſtep intended it to be.a meaſure founded 
on a principle of Demoeracy.—-They are charged with this intent. 
aud with having attempted to carry it into execution, Now, Gen- 
tlemen, you will examine whether they have redeemed themſelves from 
this imputarion or not whether they have cleared their character 
From the charge which the publication of theſe Addreſſes has 
brought upon them by their ſubſequent conduct. I ſtated 10 you. 
that, as far as voting an unqualified approbation of theſe proceed 
inge, they certainly have not taken away that imputation; for, 
after the return of their qwn agent after the comment upon it by 
the Society, and the probable effect of publiſhing theſe Addreſſes, 
and which ſcems to be directly alluded to by the Saciety. of Stock- 
Port, they ſay, that probably a felicitation would come from France 
to a National Convention in England. Aſter this they voted 
thanks; in the moſt unqualified manner, to the two moſt celebrated 
authors in the cauſe of Republicaniſm, Mr. Thomas Paine: and 
Mr. Joel Barlow; to Mr. Paine ſor bis “ Rights of Mao,“ and 
Mr. Barlow ſor his Advice to the Privileged Orders.“ What 
| - the whole of theſe works contain, I. will not affirm, becauſe I 
| bare not read them through; but I have read parts of them, and 
=_ | they contain the-moſt direct attacks on the eſtabliſhment of the 
| Monarchy of this Country, and that order in Our ſociety, called 
the 'Houſe of Lords. Theſe Societies not only approve of theſe 
works; but they alſo diſperſe them all over the country, with a 
wonderful anxiety, and at a great expenge, What for? What is 
this to da? Now the proſeoutors in this cauſe ſay chat theſe So- 
eieties are acting conſiſtenily in all this, for it is their wiſh to make 
the People Republicans. That this conduct is perfectly conſiſtept 
ia thoſe who wiſh to ſubvert the Government of this country, to 
55 ̃ 8 deſtroy 


% 


dffroy” the Monarchy, and overturn the Conſtitution, is clear 


enough; But that it is aQting very inconſiſtently for thoſe who pro- 


feſe to be dutiful fubjects to their King is equally cleur; and the 
pfoſecutors alk, What explanation can they give | | 
on the part of the defence” it is obſerved, that there were parts of 
theſe works that went only in general to defend the . apes Man 
in Society, without going into the eſtabliſhment of this country ; 
that to ſuch parts of theſe works there could be no reafonable objec- 
tion; and that they might be innocently diffeminated; by honeſt 
men, and good ſubjects of this kingdom; I know not but the oh. 
ſervation may be fair; but, Gentlemen, was it not the duty of 
Hone{t men and good fubjecte, who thought fit to diſſeminate ſack 
works, to have taken fome pains to ſeparate the bad parts from the 
en or to give the public ſome caution to make a ſeparation 
kor themſelves; to tell the public that, while they were reading 
theſe general Rights of Man, to de careful hot to imbibe principles 
Fa the Monatchy; and that when they read the Advice to the 
Privileged Orders, they were to take care not to underſland them 
to be againſt the Privileged Orders of this Country. Such, 1 
think; ſhould have been the conduct of good ſubjects. That this 
was not the conduct of theſe perſons is moſt apparent; that this 
muſt have a great effect againſt the King,” Government, and the 
Conſtitution of this Country, is moſt clear. How much of this 
effect they intended, I will leave to your conſideration; only this 
is clear, there is nothing im theſe publications that can ſerve to re- 


move any prin againſt the Priſoner; © 0 th, 
„Another thing is to be noticed here, which is the abundance 
of general publications, all tending to produee the alienation of the 
country from the King, ſtating that grievances exiſt in this count 
to à prodigious degree. Gentlemen, grievances may, and will exiſt, 
n all countries ; and that there are ſome grievances in this country 

| N e but dutiſuf and good ſubjects, when they wiſh to reform 
theſe; will take care not to hazard the overthrow of the Government 
itſelf in endeawuring to redreſs a few grievances. 'Thefe ate the 
tranſactionz, Gentlemen, at the early part of the year 1793, on 
which' the proſecutors rely, as making out the ſpirit of diſaffection 
and Repub leaniſm, which” this" proſecution complaitis of, againſt 
theſe men and as evidence of a trying, on their part, to-prepare 
men's minds for what chey call a Radical Reform, being an Alteta- 
tion in the whole government of the country. It apgests, Gentle- 
men, that it was in the courſe of the fummer of that Fear; that the 


idea of a Cotvention to be held in Scatland originmed; and they 


ſay for the proſecution; certainly not without Colour, that it had 
its origin with the Priſoner at the bar; for they ſay it was im a let- 


ter from-the Priſoner to Skirviog in Edinbücphe, that the meufure 
Vas fri recommended; and that it was adöpted, ind agreed; that 


opuler Societies mould be held there, and that 2 Convention ſhould 
begin in Scotland ; yoo will now hear iat Etterrread,” 
{Here Mr: Hardy's Letter to-Mr: Skirving; dated the ryth of 
TIS; ward] on TT 9 oe 
e Mm Gentlemen, 
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of this? Now 
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omen; there is. a particular exp nin nn lener, whick 
to bear in your minds throughout Tou would,” 1 dare 
te 7 7 pray attend to it, 133 that anſiver is 
E by the Proſecution Rn have a great deal of matter in it, 
tending to eg the forming of a National Convention, and alſo 
"__ x to be the great object of it. 
Te Anſwer was then read, dated the 2 $th of May, 1793. * 
8 Gentlemen, a, part of. this Leuer deſerves the moſt ſerious at- 
tention. The writer ſays, . Let us begin in earneſt to make up 
Dur minds, relative to the extent of . which we ought to 
ſeek . Be ech to j JL a it, aud to controvert objeRions. - Let 
un model the hole in the public mind. Let us provide every fake 
© and 10 we . erect; ſo that when the taberuacles of o 
pre u, in the of ambition, are broken down, under t 
- madneſs and. folly- of their Fitee, we may theo, without 
- Anarchy and all dangerous delay, ercQ at once out tabetnscle of 
* - Righteouſneſs.” Let us provide—provide for themſelves What 
da theſe words mean? What lurks behind them? If our Govern- 
ment js to continue as it is, the people can have no cauſe to 
vide for themſelves. But i the Government i is to be ſubverted; then 
Fodlecd i it would be a great misfortune! if ſome ſet of people could not 
commune with regular organization, without which anarchy -muſt 
- enſue; + What do theſe words mean ? Are they right on the part 
of che proſecutian, when they ſay one circumſtance may ariſe from 
this the deſtruction of the Government of the bountry—and the 
_ ſame body of men ſhould be erected inflead'of that go overnment'? or 
do they only mean a 1 0. 10 Parliament ?—and the people ſhould 
Know what they mean by «HL in a conſtitutional form. Gen- 
theſe dockrines of 4 Convention, 


- coming. from a confidential friend, and communicated* to the Pri- 


. ſoner at the bar ; and having a un ect 5 to him and, Gentle - 


ow, it is of tbe ütmoſt importance to ſee they have not been ſur- 
iſed into this. For by all manner of See dene they have 

had an opportunity recanting or explaining if they Pleaſed. 
hers was.another expolition, which I ſhall now ſtate to you, but 
which, uuder the particular. circumſtances of the'caſe, "cannot 


think will preſs upon the Priſover—I mean the ſpeech of Barrere on 
wt 1 be ſubject of a National Convention. I do not Amal! it is evidence 


againſt the Priſoner, there being no proof that he knew of it. Ano- 


Ht 55 er eireumſtance I ought to- notice, aroſe out of part of the Addreſs 


ol the Priſover's Counſel to you, in which he took pains to ſay, 


: that a National Conyeution is conſiſtent with an eſtabliſhed Govern- 
an enz; 


that it was the authority e of the People at large, who might 
"law! Hy. rightly, and « conſiſtentiy with the eſtabliſhed Governments 
of all countries meet, on all neceſſary occaſions. This was not ſup- 
* ported. by T rgument or authority in the whole courſe-of the pro- 
e F leading Counſel for the Priſoner, to whom T-am al- 


_ ways defirous of paying particular attention, has ſaid that the Peo- 
VR bave a * dir * ad 525 a propoſition, 


"= under 
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under certain. cireumſtances, may be true ? nobody would think of 
vonttadicting it formally; but why it ſhould be introduced in a 
Court of Juſtice, ſworn to adminiſter law, I cannot ſee. I did not 
interrupt the Counſel when he introduced this propoſition, beeauſe 
I-did not wiſh to ſtop or diſcencert him in the chain of his argument, 
but having paſſed it by upos'that' occaſion, I feel it my duty to 
notice it now. As to the ſpeeches in the French Convention, of 
- Barrere, or any other perſons, I de not ſee that they can have 
much weight in this caſe. They were ordered to be entered on the 
books of the ſociety, but it does not appear that any tranſlation was 
made of them, till they were given in evidenee here; but with re- 
gard to the Letter, it is his own eorreſpoodence; he had an oppor- 
tuvity of weighiog it, of rejecting any part of it, of collecting the 
_ ideas contained in it, and of taking care it ſhould not be ſet: on foot. 
Gentlemen, on the 5th of October, in that year, the Priſoner 
wrote a Letter to Skirviog, in anſwer to a letter of the 2d of Ofo- 
ber, but that Letter is nat in evidence; iu the firſt of theſe letters 
I bave nom mentioned; the Priforer ſpoke of himſelf to Skiryipg 
about the Plan of a Convention in Scotland, and recommended to 
Skirviog, 40 write te him,” Hardy, as Secretary to this Society, 
_ recommending the plan of fending* Delegates to Seotland,-but;not 
to ſay that 3 projected the Plan. Here the Priſoner;appears 
in a de character, and he does not appear to be an inactive Member, 
independent of being a Secretary. It was ſaid be was a ſimple, 
barmieſs man, who did nothing but as he was directed; but here 
be ſeems to have had ſome ideas of his own, agd ſeems to have known 
bow to manage. them pretty dexterouſſy :; he ſeems here to be a 
principal, acting a good deal with the ſpirit of intrigue and duplici- 
ty. After this, the Society choſe two very able men as their dele- | 
| Fates to the Convention in Scotland, Margarot and Gerald, they ſat 
ina this Convention until they were diſperſed by authority. What - 
they would have done if left to "themſelves, can only be matter of 8 


cConfecture, anc in forming | our minds on that Convention, you i 
Vilſ look back to the ſpirit of it, and call to your memory the lead- = 


ing features of that Convention. It is ſai on the part of the Pri- 

ſoner, chat theſe Societies, in ſending thefe Delegates to this Con- 

| ventions had only in view a Parliamentary Reform in the Commons 
Houſe, chat ſuch was their only object; that theſe Delegates only 
met to conſider of the beſt way of applying to Parliament for Re- 
form Nov, with reſpect, there had been an application to Parlia« 
ment, and an Honourable Gentleman (Mr Grey) had brought it 
forward s of the truth of their having applied to Parliament no man 
will doubt; but the ſincerity of that application every man will 
daubt, as to avoid the application was one of the purpoſes of the 
Meeting. They ſat nine or ten days; a motion was made to pe- 
tition Parliament; this was negatived by the order of the day ; they 

did every thing which was intended to be the purpoſe of the meet- 

ing; they cloſely imitated the manner of the French Convention; 
ttmey had their ſections, &c. - The appearance they made was very 
3333 | NS: alarming; 


| former, and which I will aow deſire to be read.” 
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Warming; they opened and ſhut their buſineſs,” pi 


proceedings ex 
B 


Dales Committees of Finance, and other ſubjects as if they 


Here a real legiſlature. I think, Gentlemen, that this is a ſubje 
worthy of grave conſideration. On the 10th day, and che laſt of 
their meeting, was the firft on which we had an idea of the intended 


Britin Convention; this might have been zu alarmiog epoch, What 


would have happeved if they had not been diſperſed, no man will 
venture to ſay ; fuppobing any thing had happened to gixe the pub- 
lic an opinion of them, that very bady of men might this day be 
the Government. of this country. They were however diſperſed ; 
theconſequence:of which has. been, that proceedings have taken 
place upon them, which it would ill became me to make any obſer- 
ſervations upon, except that occaſion was taken to complaia of theſe 
proceedings as a great-grievance z and the Priſoner and his Society 
| have taken as much pains ae men could take“ 10 irritate the publie 


mind agaioſt the proceedings as much as puſſihle. 

= eatlempny the immediate conſequence” of the reſlections 
which were diſperſed on the ſubject of the Priſoner's: progerdiags, 
Vos dhe plac of the Britih Conyention to be held zn England. which 
bribes ug to a ſubject Which requires your moſt ſerious: attention; 


von will conſider feriouſly the plan itſelf, bow it was introduced, 


"what eps were taken to recommend it to the public. 


5 You will jud) ce, Gentlemen, whether you think it poſſible that the 
Fs; 


;foncr ſhopld be fincere, after all this, ſor.a Parliamentary Re- 


form, a by profeſſed, upon the plan of-the Duke of Richmond; 
and this leads me to another part of the caſe, and you may. judge . 


from the contents of the following paper: 


The Cuikr JvsT1EE then defired the Clerk to read an addreſs | 


from the London Correſponding. Society to the People of Great 


Beitsin and Ireland, dated from the Globe Tavern, Strand, Ja- 


nnary 20, 1794, which. accordingly heing done, he continued 
Gentlemen, you have heard the contents of this paper. It 


_ eontains/ah-expreſs reſerence to their intention of calling a general 


when the idea of ſich a Conyention was ig agitation- From the 
conteves of that paper you will judge between the Crown and the 


Priſoner, whether it really was intended, as it profeſſea, to procure 
u fair, free'and full repreſentation of the People in the Houſe of 
Commons, aud under the preſent Cauſtitution, or whether it was 
not rather brought forward 'as a manifeſto to excite the People to 


overturn the Government, and direct them to the uſe of a Conven- 


| tion for that purpoſe. * They then proceeded to conſult about the 


means of calling this Convention, in conſequence of which a com- 
munication took place between the Correſponding Society, and the 
Society for Conltitutional Information; The two Societies ap- 


. pointed a junto, in order to attend to this object, who came to 4 


reſolution, expreſſed in ſomewhat more moderate language than the 5 
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The Arrozney Grnuenrar. ' + Will not your Lardfhip alſo 
deſire the application from the Correſponding Society, for a. june» 
tion of the two Societies, to be read. I conſider it as extremely 
Chief Juſtice Eras. © It has already been repeatedly read in 
the courſe of the evidence; the proceedings have already extended 
to fo great a length, that I do not in the preſent ſtage wiſh totrou- 
ble the Jury, with any ching except what is abſolutely neceffary.” 
The paper being read, the Chief Juſtice proceeded! - 


LFVou ſee that here they adopt the comparatively moderate lan- 
guage of calling a Convention for the purpoſe of taking into conſi - 
deration the proper methods of obtaining à full and fair Repreſen- 
tation of the People. It certainly never was too late to have te- 
tracted any part of that raſhneſs and violence of which they might 
have been guilty. If they, thinking that they had been too vi- 
lent in their expreſſions, or extravagant in their ſentiments, had 
come to this reſolution with a view to remedy the fault of their for- 
mer proceedings, that confideration would no doubt have its due 
weight. But even in this reſolution, we find no declaration that they. - 
ſought only a reform in the Houſe of Commons, and that they hat | 
no intention againſt the authority of the Houſe of Lords, or the power 
of the Crown, But on the contrary, we find that on the 14th of 
April, the Correſponding Society publiſhed a declaration, and cir-. 
culated it in different parts of the Kingdom. This declaration is 
intended to prepare the minds of the People for the arrival of that 
violent criſis,. in which a Convention muſt immediately be ſummon- 
ed, and in which. they would neceſſarily be called upon to act. If 
inſtead, then, of intending to bring things back, or to 1emedy the 
effects of their former violence, we find them advancing in the ſame. 
career, and haſtening by. the ſame means to the accompliſhment of. 
their object, what muſt be the concluſion.” Thſtead of coming for- 
ward with a declaration of their loyalty to the Throne, or their re- 
ſpeQ for the Houſe of Lords, in order to da away the impreſſion of 
their former proceedings; and remove all ſuſpicion; and ambiguity . 
with reſpect to their future intentions, we find them coming for- 
ward with another Manifeſto, this Manifeſto comes forward in a ſtill 
more queſtionable ſhape than the former, as it is intended to carry”. 
along with it the appearance of great force, and to ſhew that they. 
are ready, if it ſhall be neecilary, to act in 1 of their 
former reſolutions. I allude to the proceedings that took place-at 
Chalk Farm, on the 14th April, 1794. Thele proceedings com- 
menced with reading a letter that had been ſent by the Correſpond-. 
ing Society to the Friends of the People, and the aufwer, which 
it had received from that Society. They then came to their own. 
reſolutions. He then deſired the Clerk to read the account of the 
proceedings at Chalk Farm, which is printed in the Firſt Report 
from the Committee of See I 2 Go oo Rn, 
After theſe reſolutions had been read, he continued. —** One 
cannot hear this paper read without being aſtoniſhed that men —— 


5 „ 


be-foblinded by enthufiaſm, or any other affeRion, as not to ſee the 
wonſequences to which they expoſed themſelves by this violent con- 
duct, and that while they were paſſing theſe reſolutions, they had 
the ſword of the law hanging over their heads by a ſingle thread. 
But it had been arguęd that the publicity of theſe proceedings im- 
pled a conſciouſneſs, on their part, that they were perfectly inno- 
cent and legal. What I did they not ſee ſomething extremely cri- 
minal in publiſhing. to 200, O00 peaple (the number of copies of 
thoſe Reſolutions, ubich they ordered to be printed) that the focial 
compact between the Engliſi Nation and their Governor was to be 
conlidered-as diſſolted; and that the ſafety of the People was the 
ſupreme, and in caſes of neceſſity, the ouly law? What could be 
Implied by this Reſolution, hut that they looked forward to the 
framing of another Government to be erected on the ruins of the 
ꝓreſent eſtabliſnment? Ia their sth and zoth reſolutions, they 
| glance, and that not in an indirect manner, to the Houſe of Lords, 
ds not entitled to the reſpect of the nation. FF 8 * 
The queſtion ſtill recurs, What did they mean to do by this 
propoſed Convention? On the part of the Priſoner, it is urged that 
_ they intended to meet in 3 legal and peaceable manger, in order io 
fake Into con fideration the moſt proper methgd of procuring a fair 
| an full repreſentation; of the People in the Houſe of Common z. 
Whether this can be inferred,” after all the ſteps they had previouſl 
taken, and all the Addreſſes they had publiſhed to the nation, muſt 
remain for your decifion. + Another ching to be taken into conhde- 
ration was what reſpeCted the Society in Sheffield. This Society 
Ein connected with the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and 
. the Correſponding Society in London. It was extremely numerous; 
" the perſons affembled'ar one time on the Caftle-Hill had been ſtated 
to amount to ten thouſand: Theſe came to certain reſolutions, to 
Which they were hroughr by one LTorkr, not a native of Sheffield, 
3 but a Member of he Correſponding Society of London, who had 
got down there, in what 3 character does not appear, Te 
ig, however, fome conſolation to attend to the manner in which 
_ theſe reſolutions were brought about. Though the names of. a 
- Ereat number of perſons were figned to them, but few pf theſe 
dan he confidered as having really aſſented to them in their minds, 
or adopted RoW es, upon which they were to ct. And 
_ though ten thoufand were ſtated to have been preſęnt, perhaps not 
- above two hundred were concerned in planning and carrying theſe 
reſolutipns. The motion to petition Parliament was previouſly 
.,_ Eoneerted to be over-niled by the Junto of four. But what at- 
. tached io the Societies the criminality of theſe reſolytions was 
their ſubſequent publication and promulgation. It has 1 55 been 
: wy put on the part of the Priſoner, that the reſolution that they 
Would no longer petition Parliament, does not imply that they 
Fright £3} (cuppa a larger body, when they might think that 
be would have a greater chance of a favourable reception. But 
what 3s the reaſon aſſigned on theſe Sheffield Reſolutions, why 
they were no longer to petition? —* Becauſe they will not peti- 
as ad nnn 
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non a body who are not their Tepreſentatives.” This is a reaſon, 
which. muſt equally apply at all times againſt petitioning the Houſe 
_of Commons, whale it continues on its preſent footing. -The'nd- 
ture then of the propafed Convention is to be gathered from the 
language of thoſe Addrefſes, And from thoſe it appears. to have 
been intended to be a Convention in order to concert the means of = 
eſtabliſhing a Repreſentative Government of the People. There 
is one piece of parole evidence, which it is extremely material to 
attend ro. It occurred in the examination of Lynam. He Was 
preſent at a meeting of the Society where Bell aſked, © Whether it 
was intended to introduce the ſame laws into this country as in 
France? Margarot anſwered, No doubt; all che others. were 
flent. Hardy was preſent at this meeting. There is alſo parole 
evidence, ſo tar as it goes, of a certain preparation of arms in order 
to ſupport the Convention. One witneſs, but not of the beſt cre- 
dit, ftates that it was ſaid that theſe arms were provided in order ta 
defend the Convention. On this head, however, the parole evidence 
cuts two ways, for different witneſſes, from the Societies, contend 
that theſe arms were procured merely in order to defend: themſelves 
againft illegal attack. Much has been inſiſted on the exhortations 
10 peaceabſe and orderly conduct contained in the Addreſſes, pub- 
liſhed with a view to the meeting of the Convention. But it is to be 
recollected that the character of ſuch a Convention as was propoſ- 
ed, is perfectly conſiſtent with inculcating peace and good order, as 
their object was in the meaſures which nh ſhould adopt with. re- 
Tpe& to the Government, to carry the public mind ſo forcibly along 
With them as to render all reſiſtanee yain and uſeleſs. ., 
.  4"The ſame Witneſs, undoubtedly not entitled tg much credit, 
mentioned that it was always expected by the Society, ihat a ſtrug- 
gle would be neceſſary in order to accompliſn their object, and that 
js fe looked forward to an actual rifing in the country. This would 
amount to conſpiring to depoſe the King by lęvying war in 5. 
dom a clear overt · act of High Treaſon, | And though the wimeſs 
from whom it came was not entitled to much credit, y=t fo far as 
. corroborated by the tſtimony of others, againft whole character 
lhere is no objection; it is not without its weighglt. 
%%VCC...ãõöͤͥͥ 17 end. ing pane ed, 
I have given you the charge along with the evidence, in order 
chat you may be able to aſcertaia e ameunt of the whole facts, 
and oe how far they go to eſtabliſh what is laid in the Indictment. 
On the other hand, you are to attend with favour to the arguments 
_ urged, and the evidence brought forward in behalf of the Pridoner, 
And to weigh well whatever makes for the defence. The written 
evidence againſt him has not been attempted to be diſputed, nor cas 
it indeed be controverted. From that evidence it appears that the 
e Priſoner was not merely. a perſon who acted under the direction of 
Others, and ſigned papers as Secretary, without adverting to their 
Contents, or being able to comprehend their meaning, but rhat hg 
Vas himſelf 2 principal in the tranſactions of thoſe Societies, add a 
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figher, promoter; and inventor:6f many of the proceedings which 


| have come out in evidence. He cannot therefore Tet up à defence 


upon any ground of that ſort. The Counfel for the Priſoner at- 
2 to vinciicate the temper;and views of the Sheffield Society, 

. .on the 1 the letters which they had written to the Friends 
of the People. But if theſe are taken along with their letter, dated 
26th M37, 199%; addreſſed 40 the Co | ding Society, it will 
then be perceived how far they were fincere in their firftprofeſſions, 
or, if they really were fincere, how far they had-afterwardy adhered 
to them. The Prifoner's Connſcl had alſo 'miade-ſfererat-fair and 
2 obſervations'pn the credit due to witneſſes, whohad intro- 
duced ihemſelves into thefe Societies for the purpoſe of giving infor- 
mation of their proceedings, and on the ſubject matter of their teſ- 
_ timony; particularly as it related to the preparatien of arms. Ihavfe 


vo heſitation to admit, that if the queſtion of criminality depended 


gh ibere might 


| 13 the proof brought with reſpect to arms; th 
be ſtrong cauſe of ſuſpicion yet there would not be ſu 
reſent inſtance, be apprehended to ariſe from their deſigns , The 
ounſel for the defence ſtate the Priſoner to be a plain, honeſt man. 
orderly in his demeanor, and moderate in his temper, having one 
5 e object ſrrongly rivetted on his mind, namely, a Reform of 
. the Commons Houſe of Parliament, upon the principles of Univer- 
fal Suffrage and Annual Election. Theſe principles, they: contend: 
be borfowedd from à work of the Duke of Ri nd, in which they 
are inculeated, and that to curry theſe 8 into effect all his 
meaſures vert directed; that the very idea of a Convention is taken 
from the fume work vf his Grace, which certainly contains a ſtrong 
_ allufion to the People meeting ina bay in onder to procure the 
object which he there recommends,” The Prifoner,. they alledge, 
— 4 


| | ground 
to impute to thoſe Societies all that miſchief, whiek might, in che 


conceived that a Petition to Parliament. coming from a large b 


| would have more Weight, than Petitions from Individuals or fmaller 
bodies, and that he had no intention to uſe-a Convention for any 
other purpoſe than that which is above ſtated; that he had not the 


fillet idea, by means of that Convention; to interfere with the 


| 12 of the Houſe of Peers, or the power and dignity of the 
Crown;.- They contend, from the ſtatement of the ſoree, ſaid to be 
prepared, hat there could be no ſuch intention as to overturn the 

; Corfticurion ; for if the means, as im alf caſes, are to: be. proporti- 
dned to the end, 1 oo tein og pany of tele o- 
eieties, was not only highly improbable; but altogether i ible. 
They further Ne 15 if ——— propofed 8 
bled was of the ſame nature with the Britiſh Convention that bad 
been already held at Edinburgh; it could not be treaſonable, as 
ſome of the Delegates to that Convention had been tried and con- 
v&Qed only upon a charge öf mildemeancr. . If Treaſon, therefore, 
not attach in the one inſtance, neither could it in the other; the 
erime of only concerling to hold a Convention, was certainly leſs 
than thac of having actually held one; whatever, therefore, _— 
CE Ry Oe N i 3 | the 
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the 8888 tendency of the paperd,, | 
of ex preſſions adopted in them, ti 
not amount to High Treaſon. The Priſoner has appealed to fe 


ral members of the. Societies with whom he was connected, for the: 
ſoundneſs of his principles and of their own, —their attachment % 
the eſtabliſtied branches of che Conſtitution, and their intention to 


proceed towards their object in a legal and peaceable manner. A. 
cloud of reſpectable Witneſſes have come forward to his private 
elner teſtify that he is a peaceable, ſedate, orderly and reli- 


How's man, having one great idea relative to a Reform af Parlia-! 


It appears, alſo, from the evidence of Mr. ef that: 
| wa pröpoſition to — 15 ive up all his papers 1525 Anf erge- 
pondence for the inſpection of a Commitiee of che Houſe of CM. 
mons—a circumſtance, which — ſeem to imply a ſtiong conſei- 
oulnefs 8 innocent intentions. Mr. * Q 


— 25 's r opinie 
i character, but of the moderation of his political — 
1 and his intentions to follow them out in a cable man- 
ner. In alluding to the work of the Duke xt pry there is: 
one cireumſtance which I forgot to mention. At the ſame time wirk- 
that work there was brought forward in evidence by the. 
Counſel, a copy of a: Proteſt, ſigned by ſeveral Noble Lords and 
eating iche fame ſentiments Tr reſpect to the right of the People... 
to meet, and deliberate on certain objects. This paper, f into! 
the hands of an ignorant man and an enthuſiaſt, if ever it NI into 
the hands of a 
æ tendency to miflead him, amd difpoſe bim 10 the proſecution of 
violent 9 0 
IE e eaſe. inly ——— ted to that No- 
Perſon, the Dae n Richmond: and — Noble Eords, 
who ſigned the Proteſt, that they intended, by the publication of 
their en to overturn 3 Government n 
C ; an introduce" in its a Democracy. ' It never 
ga le that their views went ſo far as thoſe which haue been 
; ved upon ſome of the- Societies, I coneeded- to the Priſoner that 
| E ht, in the: firſt inſtance, have et out with a ſincere pro fal on 
of the Duke of Richmond's Prinei es, and a determined reſolution 
to confine himſelf to the ob 3 univerſal ſuffrage, but whether 
has not departed from cheſe principles, and gone beyo 


„is to be made out from che evidenct, and is matter ſor you to. 

ine. © The reply goes to im ch the eredit due to; e ei- 

428 S Fram the Members of the. heſfeld Society. The character 
of thoſe Members" is in ſome degree -implicated with that of the 
Priſoner; and it ig to be conſidered" what degree of weight ought ( 4 
lord ven fon. the teſt 
9 


of à man called upon to ſwear his own 
r 2 nN * 


* 


whatever the 2 5 
t of thoſe Societies, can - 


Aare Tyra b. 
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a perſon” of ſuch a character, might, no douty? have 


But theſe pieces of evidence a appü only to one 


* 


ahatob- + ; 


; = | Written evidence as a proof of the duplicity of the P riſoner. One 


more particularly if his duct TR ſuch as has been. 8 =p 
rel to thoſe witneſſeſ as to beget a ſuſpicion that he is actuat- 
dy + very diſferent ſentiments; in this caſe there is proteſtatio con- 
trau fettum. His conduct is. che reverſe. of his ſentiments, and there- 
tors zuſtly affords ground for diſtruſt. The reply refers alſo to the 


- inſtance of his is bis conduct wich reſpect io Mr. F rancis, upon 
whom be waited, in order to requeſt him to preſent a petition of 
- his Society for a Parliamentary Reform, and whom he induced to 
Believe that he was .rcally anxious to obtain that object, though 
from different papers it appeared that he had no finceredefire for that 
purpoſe, but was only n bringing forward this petition, 
to 0 Tf the public mind on the ſubject. Another remark on the 
reply goes directly to his character; that though he was deſcribed 
8 a fete; moderate, religious man, it was evident chat he was 
10 rang tinctured with enthuſiaſm; a circumſtance which, .notwith- 
C Alling the other parts of his conduct, makes it {till highly akin, 
* 1 might be concerned i in the attempts charged . 
an inſtance was quoted in the caſe of the Rs 
Nen, * — a charge of. High Treaſon might be founded — 
tdem on the expreſs ground of their religion. It is to be remarked, 
that the particular acts dene by ihis man, are not contradicted by 
auy of hisoyn witneſſes. They were certainly ſuch. as are totally in- : 
con ſiſtent with the idea of oply.effefting a Reform in the Commons 
Hage of Parliament; they are ſuch as are conſiſtent with, the other 
idea of ſubverting the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, by e its 
ie preſentative Government of the le. W en 
4 Gebe * ne Jury, 25 nne 
#1 Upon all {this tenen wad are now- 10; mk _— -own 
Peer in fo hr you will pay no more attention to what 
I have ſaid except ſo far as it ce by r 
caſe, and lead you 40 dhe principal poinis 2 55 ence bronght 
d, both for the P ſecution: and for Pele e Jury . 
are in no caſe boumd to attend to any opipion except their qm, in 
forming their deeiſion on the general qr eſtion of guilt and inno- 
cencę: pe verdict ou vghr to be e verdict, more 
particularly 7 z cafe of fuch magnitude as the preſent, to chien 
hk e of-the public are turned, in order chat the country may be 
HY oy that you, a8 you are bound by your oath, have made a true 
3 Lam ſorty o remark, that during; the. e 4 
trial. he dignity of a Court of Juſtice has, in conſe ence of aol 
bp that has taken place, both;,within and without 
more inſtanees than one, groſoly, aglated. What 8 a — 


can mean, (except ons who are deſirous to diſſolye all the 

ties of Government, an id deſtroy all reverence Tor muthgpity, . can-⸗ 
. hint and I craft I {hall not again. witnels a repe- · 
ttion of ſuch a conduct, either in this, or in any other. WF, in N 


8 — de called upon err xo * 
Gentlemen, i - onfider of ye 71 2 3 . 


The Jury, before. viteraning, aſked for A. copy. of the. 
Indiftment. e. 
einn Jus rien | . Eee no objection to letting 
you have a copy of the Inditment,” although it is not quite 
regular, provided'it be done by conſent of the parties. = 
No objection was made, and 2 copy of the Iadiftment was 1 
bapded 1 the Jury. = 
"Carer. JusTICE. ExRE. « Sebtiemen vr ue Jury, 57S, 
is proper to inform you, that after you; withdraw you can be po 
allowed no refreſhment. If 8 with for? any; refreſhment, — 
now is the time to take it.“ 3. 
The JurrY—<«. My Lord, we thank you, but we hall have . 
occaſion for no refreſhment.” - - --: +: lu 
At half an hour paſt twelve 8 che Jory: bee, 
aud at half an 8 Sos three, returned a verdiet of. ; 


| NOT GUILTY. 5 85 


Carks; JiorivK Ernk thanked the /Jary for the attention 8 

had beſtowed upon the trial. 5 E” 
Mr. Hardy then thanked the Jury for the Verdiet they had 
ek bath on behalf of himſelf, and. on all tis fellows | = 

_..: | 
rd Preſident, —*. The priſoner muſt be diſcharged” '- 

The : populace, who, notwithſtandin the wetneſs. of the 
day, filled the ſtreets adjacent to the ouſe, received 
the news of his acquittal with the loudeſt acclamations of j . 
The Court was adjou-ne1 till Monday ſe unight, when we un- 

derſtand the trial of Mr. Horne Tooke is to cmmen re. 

Mr. Hardy's deportment' through the whole of his arduous 
trial, has been diſtinguiſkied by 'the moſt exemplary decorum : E 
Firm, temperate, and tranq dil, 5 e ſhewed throughout the 

conſcious rectitude of his hone here was no agitation, no 
nce, no diſdain in his manner; no apparent re 
of reflection on his paſt conduct, and no emotion of alarm = 
for its conſequences. * When weed pronounced their vet. 
dict of Not Guilty —he addrefſed them in acknowledgments 4 
of's titude,. for the attention they had paid to the long trial,” 
for the Juſt verdift they had pronounced: but the words 
*. drowned in the low, bat ain | noiſe of joy (Wink 7 
filled the Court. 
He was immediately. tet at liberty, 8 having” left the 
Court, Mr. Kirby, the bee of Newgate, conveyed: bim 
through his hoſe privately, Ys but it was in vain for him to 
reſiſt the impetuoſity of his fellow citizens who ſurrounded 855 
place; they drew him in a coach to his houſe in Piccadilly, 
making the tour of N and St. James street. N = 
n 2 G : 
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1 eee ee irrte ess eg hentai zeal of the 
mulitude, and it was at length with difficulty that he was able 
1 wy td tell them that he was defirons of going to his brother-in- 
l 3 * in Baneaſter court in the Strand. He was drawn thi- 
= E - "ther, and having” got- aut of the carriage, before he entered 
the heufe, he went into the church-yard of St. Martin, and 


1 bw taken When Arſt ſeized, and. whothad fallen under the 
EF, mo. The mmtitude ref pected this feeling with e ſympathy 
ier did them credit. They. kept at a "diſtance; while his re- 
ation pointed out to him the grave. After this affeQing ſcene, 
oe en inte His brother's hbuſe; and in a fhort addreſs thanked 


e wont, and he requeſted they would ſeparate peaceably. 
Nor were the people unmindful of thoſe good and great ad- 
+ e, Meffrs. Erfkine and Gibbs. Both Fthof: entlemen 
= = ; continued for ſome time m Court, ſuppoſing t that Te people 
8 = Would diſperſe; put: they were miſtaken. As ſoon as they 
Wt 3 oy . entered che carriage the hörte were inirffetiite taken out, 
| und they were = to Mr. Erfcine' 's Houfe in n Serjearit's inn 
"wo the loudeſt h huzzas.” 
ter Mr. Feline Had alighted fon His elttings; he 'Iþ< 
—— re the front window of his houſe, and filence Pate 
5 BY been with fome di Wy ol ae 1 bens do to 
* . effect; 1 805 . weak 1 = 7 


J 


Fit tlemen, ' 

. F Fo er nights 3 you SOL weeks Sor Net 
= | 440 me attendin me home. 'You Are Ft witnefles that, 
=» re . time, ik e fate of "jo pur dear cont? mat not havs 
3 = ing been decided v 55 by his 1275 T ſpoke to no man. —Had 
* 5 ro 2. roger Forde than it has 1 8 ” Ehiteher F might have 
—_ ould 1 — 2 continued r my flence. | Bur, Entle- 
= - -_ . 55 1 expected” from Law 'and' Juſtice, Bas Hapf 


3 have given. a conſcientious, an honeſt, and Boon 
3 w 8, Gentl tlemen;. Pe haxe thewn Jour approbativh of 

| that verdict i in an hon and law ſul manner ; and in ſuch, I 
1 e, every boneſt and juſt man will ſhe w ſt. Gentſeten, to 
_—. 18 (N | «Gibbs 1 — althe! next window) you. ate unknown, 
= -- Hub let me intreat you, now that: you | have thewn, your appro- 
= bation of the yerdif}, to go to your, homes, and be _— 
A and hag] fo God for what has paſſed. 
Mi. Erlkive.then tetired from the Winde w, and the p 
1 a6 ofier a few 275 retired with BE cee 99 — 
1 W Woo Xe ibs 22 5 
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. * a oF: 1 —HeFellow-coutttrymen' for the kind intereſt they had ſhewn in 


15 5 frets A Jwy of twelve good, honeſt, and indepen- 
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5 5 as ſhewn ts the grave of his Wife, Mom whoſe ſide he had 
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Ea bien 


WITH A. . R RPE in ſenſibility wg 
noms ft down to the moſt pleaſing taſk. ingot 


deemed it my duty to'pfomote to the utmoſt;of my power, 
would have excited, in fo great a degree, the moſt lively emo- 


tions of affectionate regard in the boſoms of. thouſands, to 


whom I am unknown but by name but ſo it has happened, 


f Id I feel myſelf Jabouring under a weight of obligation, which 
Fama dently anxious to diſcharge, ' as far * b wilt 


OE 
_ Untutoyed in toy. language but that: of. Truth, 1 * 


| vithour feat of | the attacks either of Prejudice nn, 5 


len e, to pay the debt I owe, as far as L am able. 


o Mr. ERSRINE and Mr. GIBBS; the two learned Caun« 8. 5 


ſel appointed for my defence, I beg permiſſion, in this public 
manner, to return my beſt and warmeſt acknowle 
ay words in my power to uſe, would-fall-far ſhort of expreſ; 


fins what they TRULY DESERVE, or what I REALLY FEEL. 
; have, however, this animating refleQion in my mind,. 


"that ever defect i in my powers of expreſſion to do them quſ- 
tice, is abundantly compenſated by the force and eloquence of 
their own reſpeQiye exertions ; and that, their trad ſeendant 


talents and integrity cannot fail to ſtand recorded on the minds 8 
of the preſent race only, but will receive additional luſtre in 


every progreſſive movement they ſhall make towards poſterity. 
To the. PUBLIC, whoſe Servant I have always been proud 
to acknowledge myſelf, I am equally at a loſs for words to ex- 
preſs the grateful fe 8 of my boſom. The feeling man- 
ner in which they have ſympathiſed with my ſufferings, while 
it gives a delight to my heart which no eg e can deſeribe, 
almoſt diſables me, from the qverflowings of that ſource. of 
| ſenſibility, to perform my duty—but the ſoftneſs of _ yature 


gives way to the impetus of eee and 1 beg leave to * 5 


ro a generous Public, _ - 
BE PLEASED TO ACCEPT MY THANKS; 


Acquiĩtted by the Unanimous Voice of a Jury of my Coun. 


try, from the Charge of a Crime at which my ſoul revolts, 


." and my nature ſhudders, I find it impoſſible .to expreſs-my 
gratitude to 'THEM, in any degree adequate to what I feel— 
; ] muſt therefore entreat them, for a moment to ſuppoſe them- 
elves in my ſituation, and/CONCEIVE what they would have 

fig to ihe, had 1, in 8 circumſtances, been their Arbi- 
3 a 435 | why 


3 bn 88 10 mu ne. 5 9 55 


C in the courſe of my life. —Little did L im bo 
.* Eble pts have made, in ſupport of that caufe, "which | 


4 n 28 KY ww 5 1 
" 5 1 2 
— 1 ˙¹ 1 TO: 


— rectitude of their own 
ter reward dee IEP 
it what 1 can, I wil— 


At is only grarcfol effubon | of a pl in and a 
- man's dor ; | rom the and, | 
dann Mite=vis ALL. I HAVE. TO: Gl 
Reftored:to.my Friends and Country, aft 
| ſeveral. months, in the cautſe of hich all thy 
= _"mylelf) have — Into. the peaceful Aur, 
== hofmeſs  rujned, and F have: the World to 8 un. E 
7 re _ this. opportunity of informing my. Fry ds in 
Public in general, that I intend to reſume 
a, and 1d fupport myſelf, as heretofore, by-ho- 
nduſtry. 1 have not yet been able to ſind an eligible 
i opening a ſhop, but as: ſoon ag I can accompliſh 
chat, 11 ſhall take the liberty of miking it known, and haye no 


doubt of: receiving. that ent.and ſupport. which: i ins 
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EY as in TG cale- of the King v. | Hardy) he were ſutti 
moned upon the Jury. 

. When Mr. Shelton was about to call over the Jurors a ſe- 
cond time, for the purpoſe of givitig the Crown and the pri- 
ſoner an opportunity of challer 

Mr. Jahn Horne Toole ſaid; it was neceſſary for the pur- 
poſes of bis defence that he ſhquld quit the ſituation in which 
he ſtood, and to be near the caunſel which the Gourt had af» 

p gned to bim for the conduct of his defence. 
luke Chief Fufice ſaid, that this was an indulgence he hard- 
= ly ever knew-given to a perſon in his ſituation. 
pet Toale ſaid, he was aware 1 was an was application ; | 
was no w every in le of this | 
ade was unutnal; ; 1aſt 3 4 this . 0 
BY icular proof of it. He was informed by the ſhort-hand- 
Fo that that trial would amount to ſome hundred octa- 
vo pages cloſely printed; that trial took up eight days, which, 
with one day between, made the duration of the trial from 
the time of the arraignment of the defendant, to the time he 
was delivered by his country, nine days; this aroſe from the 
form of the n the; natur af the proſecution. 
With be proſpect of this trial before him, it rn to be 


| for him to proceed in a proper ma 5 a. his = | 
| of ol Tire | 
| 5 FREE ag A e 5 proſecution; bs Page wetter 


would ba ee or LR + 
that would prob rought Koo 
it be poſſible for th, aq the facts, 225 
tunit of inſt m every moment; 
5 caſe in which this unuſual application ſh 
E + | with, ig ag Was that I caſe, and their Lordi 
| give h Yin He claim it as a BY py lay. It 
Vas as much 125 clination as his intereſt, to conciliate the 
eſteem of the Bench; a as well as all his auditors, hut he muſt 
ſay that if he was a Judge, that word Jpda/gence ſhould never 
iflue from his lips; a Judge had no indulge to grant, he was 
bound to be jult ; beiaſked-no:iodulgence, and what he did 
alk. the Judge could not grant; but if the Bench had a doubt 
upon this point, that F got he and in that event he 
was ready to claim Ih ag his right by z. He begged again 
to repeat that he did not mean in the ſmalleſt degree to 
ive Sener, when it mus his inte teſt tg procure. good. wall; 


"but be der beet ordinary ſitustion, wherein, if be 
did not ſuc ucceed i in * delenchs he mult die twice z one being 
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n the manner of his execution; the other, by far the moſt 
. -,freadful, aroſe from the apprehenſion and the terror of beggar- 
ing this family; making himſelf an outcaſt of ſociety while alive, 
and lis name infamous to poſterity for ages; that he might 
not therefore loſe his life while. he ſtood. to be judged for it, 
and while the ſtake was ſo deep, he made this application. | If 
they allowed him to ſtand by bis connſel, he might have ſome 
chanee of making his defence, but if they kept him at that 
bar for eight hours inſtead of eight days, as was the gaſe 
. of the perſon who ſtood there laſt, there would be no occafion 
for any verdict, for that of itſelf would be as effectual as any 
«if,  fſentente of death that could be pronounced upon him, It 
ſhould be recollected alſo,- that he came out of a place of very 
eloſe cuſtody, part of which had been attended with degrad- 
ing and hymiliating circumſtances, and ſome of them inhu- 
man ones, where he had waſted his health during a ſultry ſea- 
ſon ; many returns of the year he could not expect in the 
courſe. of nature, if he were diſcharged now, but if ordered 
to remain where he ſtood now, he could nat expect to furviye 
the preſent” trial. He might,” perhaps be able to afford his 
counſel ſuch means for making his defence as would material- 
ly the trial, if the Court granted the means, by grant: 


U ) 


* The Chief Fuſlice obſeryed, that the priſoner had what the 


lay regarded as. neceflary means to enable him to make his 
defence, He had had counlel aſſigned him; they bad had, or 
might have had acceſs to him at all ſeaſonable hours; that was 
ywhiat the law allowed him. He had taught the Court not to 
ule the word indulgence; and he had taught them too. that in 
their duty they were not to give any ingulgence; now, bis 
lordſhip ſaid, that he was apprehenſive that to grant thig ap- 
plication would be an extraordinary indulgenge, becauſe it 
was a thing that was not done to any other priſoner, ho had 
the dame Mg that he, had, or any ↄther perſon who game to 
that bar, and therefore, on that ſcore, the Court vould not 
be permitted to comply with this requeſt z, they could not in 
that view do it, without being guilty of injuſtiee to others; 
itt was evident therefore, that the Court would nat grant what 
tbe priſoner aſked, on the ground on which he aſked it; but 
he had ſtated another, which, although he grounded no mo- 
tion on it, yet it way in itſelf extremely material, and would 
warrant the Court in doing that which the prifoner thought 
they ought not to do, namely, to grant him an indulgence 3 4 
he had ſtated the condition of his health to be ſuch, that he 
muſt ſuffer much if he was ordered ta remain where he 
tlie Court would not put his life in any danger on qecount 3 


LIEN | © 
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3 | vin Which he ſtood, nor his defence to any difficulty 
+ That could be ayoided by the Court ; 6 to make 
- His defence in the beſt” manner imaginable, if this was likely 
w» diſentangle the priſoner out Whey any* difficulty which he felt, 
| _ _ hisJordihip faid he would put it to the Judges whether the 
= Peiner, might not be #ndul, — as he afked. 
13 Teal Haid, that on the footing of indulgence, be thought 
ke had explained hinafelf already, but'if the Court ſhould re- 
Fruſe it — the title which the Chief Juſtice” was pleaſed to 


2 it, they would bear his WE" on the ous of law in 


this caſe. 
"The Chief” Yuftice faid; that the priſoner ſhould: ſtate the 
whole of What he Pad to fay on this fubfect now); and before 


= te Court deliberated, if he withed to 2 * wy | reel of nid 

abe Court would hear him, 

Mx. Tale faid, that if he dere there was any objer- 
tion on the part of the Bench to what he'aſked; he ſhould be 
ready to argue the point, and ſhould defire to argue it; it was 
2 point on which the principle of the law was clear; he: beg- 
ged leave to fay, that although in bis own mind he excluded 

the ide of any indulgence, and applieg the ow nt of the ſcore 
of health," yet he was confident that upon eiter he had à right 
to argue in favour of the application which Ne pow made, but 
underſtanding from 1 be g e that the Court was willing to 
grant the ob 255 of it, not think it neceſſary to cavil on 
a Worck: he ad in babe ee he aſked; he ſhould there- 

fore now Tay no more upon this matter, -only begging it to de 
underſtood that he did not mean to change his ground. 

The Tudges having confulted' for a few buecher 

Ae informed the priſoner, that the Judges —— felt them- 

Teles extremely diſpoſed” to indulge the priſoner upon the 
core of his health; 3 they thought that®there"was in this'caſe 
à diſtinction from "others, which juſtified them in doing in 
1 — What was net dene in others, even though they could 
not Tay down for Fim rule which they would not lay down 

For any other mtr living; but if his caſe was different from 
; ers, the Won 3 him the wanne e ich 


HRP M 2h 


zer Tordſh ; hay that 5 dae, of 
ted to quit the var, and to " 
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he now aſked. 
M.. ran 
4 A 35 fg 

Mr. Focke was then 
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"at the table Wich his cott 
5 The officer of the Court then called over the” names my the 
Jurots who had been ſummoned to attend. ” 7 OT 
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Mr. Brſkine ata, he was inſtructed to. 3 witneſs, 10 
prove a declaration alledged to be made by Mr. Godſal, which 
would totally diſqualify him from being impanneled : the ſub- 
ſtance of the declaration was That, if he was on the J uns 
he would hang every one of the priſoners. - Hy 
A clerk in Mr. Pele Oracle office was . but pe had 
no knowledge of it: what he ſaid related merely to rumour; 
and therefore the objection which went to e Mr. God- 
fal could not be allowed.” | 
Mr. Erſtine then challenged Mr. Godlal, Is 2 Juror, pe- 
remptorily; and he was ſet aſide of courſe: +. 


ir. Boll Mr. Attorney Gerieral, my name is Bell, and | 


I beg leave to diſelaim any knowledge whatever: of this tranſ- 
action, until I heard it now. . 
The 1 nine Fate were impanneled upon the 


. = Haygarth, Eſq. Southampton Place, wean | 


| Thomas And, Gray's-Inn-Lane, Comkeeper, 
Tawird Hale, Highgate, Gent. 
Thomas Draine, uſe; Brewer. . 
Matthew Whiting, 1 Sugar-refiner. 25 
Norriſon Coverdale, Limehouſe,” . mt of 
Robert Mairis, Holborn, Gent. 
William Cook, Eſq Great "Ormond-ſtreet. - 
Charles Pratt, Tottenham, Miller: 
The pannel was then gone e and thre Jurors want- 
to make up a full Jury, 
ing Erſkine obſetved that they on the W the 8 
: had exhauſted their right of challenge, in the courſe of which 
different Gentlemen had been excuſed, It was. not poſſible 
for them on the Defendant's part, to know what number 
would appear, or if they did appear what excuſe they would 
make, or how many would be diſqualified., The defendapt 
had only 35 challenges out of the whole Pannel,-conviting | 
of 228. What was to be the caſe nom if the Pannel was po 
be called over again 2 the defendant would be under.the.ne- 
ceſſity of taking fome Jurors he had already ohjected tos for 


| this would be the effect of calling the Pannel over again, ij 


the Crown ſhould excrcife the right of challenge, and iußſt 
that the defendant ſhould have no more. He could: not 
conceive a harder cafe than this would be. When the C 
aſſigned no cauſe for its challenges, the law preſumed — 5 3 
part of the Crown there was no cauſe to ſhew, and the lar 
allowed to the defendant a right of challenge alſo, without 


aſſigning a reaſon, to the number of thirty-five. This was 


by way of indulgence 1 to the accuſed, and it was founded 
„ 7 on 
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upon a juſt principle to fupport à man under a;heavy accnſa- 
Wong and great pöſffibitity of influence z. but there was no ſuch 
_ iivfupport of the challenged for the Con z they were fonnded 
n à different idea altogether, and having.nove of theſe dif- 
_ficulties to contend with, the reafon-of the thing therefore, 
appeared to be, that if the Crown petſiſted in the challenges 
ef thoſe to whom the defendant had no odjection, without 
alledgiug 4 foundation for it, there would not he 4 Jury. ſuch 
as the defendant was intitled to paſs upoti hig life dr death. 
H he way over-niled in this, he maſt be overrruleck in law, 
te conſequence of which would be, that it would be manj- 
leit i the world, that in this moſt entrabtdinary fpecies of 
_ - trial, ng man an ku hat courſe he can take becauſe he 
cannot know what may happen to defeat all his care and cau- 
| rion; having ſar tig be wiſhed: it ta be undexſtood, that he 
_ had not the ſmalleſt perſonal. objection to the gentleman now 
— defor6 them, av #juror;; but he muſt now beg that the Court 
. would call on. the officers of the ig gr} — = 4 
their challenge. 2 2 * <2 "1 iel 15 7 Nl) * 9 2288 3 1 A | 
The gentleman at this time propoſed as ane of, the Jury, 
and called into the box for that it, excuſed [himſelf from 
attending, by affüring the Court um oath, that he hat” too 
much bodily igfirmity to go through, the ſervice. He was 
| permitted to retire. 3 Nea, of$ 3-7 N ( 8855 e 
Mr. Tovke obſerved it would be extremely neceflary that the 
Jury ſhould be found auc firrk in body as well'as in mind, 
and om that accoutit:thofe that might have been ſet aſide from 
inftrmity ſhould not be called upon to ſerve... It was -highty 
effentral to publie juſtide that this: idea: Mould. not be loſt Feht | 
of, anc important to himſelf perſonally, for although he was, 
_he believed the moſt * the 7 — yet he wifhed 
'a firm Jury; capable of enduring great labour, and ſuch as 
would not loſe ſight ai the main ſubject by a ſueceſſion of va- 
rious events, and to that trial they muſt certainly be put: this 
was evident from the laſt 7 2 
the Jury might be compelled day after day, perhaps without 
| 22 iris and unſtaved, to attend the Court. On that 
trial he underſtodd that 2 queſtion was put What ſhould be- 
come of the Jury; Wben the Court was tired, nothing was 
 "alled/ans to what ſhould become of the Judge; but had the 
priſdtner ſo choſen, they would have been bound to, ſtay, Judge 
and. Jury, until the Whole trial was over,. If the Jury were 
Bound t Ray, ſo was the Judge; if a Jury went out, a per- 
ſon went with them, and (hey might be ſaid to be in cuſtody 
until the trial was over; ſo wn the Judge he was upon the 
Bench, and every perſon in Court was his keeper, as well wo 
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the: ubſerver of his: actions. He then öbſerved, that it he 
was to have an imperſect Jury, it would be bettet for him to 
inaſiſt that: neither they nor ths Court ſhould ſtir until the 
whole of his trial was over, for although that would be cettain 
death to him before the trial was over, yet the public juſtice 


would be faved; and tlie Jaw kept clear of a had precedent. 
of allowing to the priſoner 


He argued then on the hardſbip tt 
in ſuch a tremendous caſe as dis, only the number of thirty- _ 
five challenges out of two hundred and twenty-eight, and yet 
to ew to the Crown an unlimited number of challenges. 
This might poſſibly be ſome practice of the law, and it had 
often been properly cenſured 3 che pratice he did not pretend 
to comprehend,” becauſe he believed nobody did thoroughly 
comprehend itz but the Jaw he certainly did underſtand, be- 
caufe he could read. Rather than that the law ſhould be 
trampled upon, he begged that he might at once fuffer in his 
life Let bim die in that place rather than that the laws of the 
country ſhould be overturned. ' He had fome other objections 
to make, to points in his trial, but he had been oyer-ruled by 
his Counſel, and therefore he forhore them; the law, ho- 
erer, he conceived te be entirely in his favour, and perhaps it 
would appear after che caſe for the proßecution had Been gone 
through, that no deſence on his part would be neceflary; the 
have upon his Jury twelve ſound and good men. e 
The Chief Juſtice ſaid, that Mr. TY ooke's Countel had, RO 7 
doubt, adviſed him propetly, as far as their adyice had gone. 
The rule, as far as our hiſtery in ſuch caſes went;” was, that 
the Crown had no peremptory challenges; but the courſe war-. 
that the Crown challenged'as the panrinel'went on, and aligned. 
no reaſon for it until the pannel wag gone through, and that 
they maſt take to be the law of the land; this, in ancient. 
times, mult have given to the Crown an improper advantage; 
and if ſuch/ſhould appear to be the caſe now, tlie Court ſhonf d 
take that matter into ſerious konſideration; but he did not ee 
that any unfair uſe had been made of that power in this Laſe * 
it appeared here that only ſeven had been challenged on the 
part of the Crown.” © TS n ber museen . | 
Mr. Toke ſaid, that was 4 bee of the Jury, who muſt 
eventually y n , 
The Chief Fuftice (aid, it did nöttapprar to him chat any 
improper advantage had been taken” in this caſe. The rule 
was, if the pannel was gone throu h, the Crown muſt ſhew 
the cauſe of # challenge. Here the pannel was gone through,” 
with the reſerve of two or three caſes. The ſtrictnefſs of 
juſtice did not require that the Court ſhould compel theſe gen- 
tlemen to be ſworn in, and the Court was now ready fo liſten 
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1 the: queſtion--was now, Whether, the 
Crown was bound.to aflgn reaſon. for challenging? 
Mr. Take * Spe this trial ws to et 28 
ihe laſt was, ought to take care to have a nd Ju 
for it might be a trial of two hundred hours. _y => 
\The Attorney General ſaid, he really felt that the priſoner 
in this caſe might be put into circumſtances which he did not 
with to ſee him, or any other perſon, charged with any pro- 
* ſecution of which he had the conduct. They might in this 
_ caſe be truly ſaid to have challenged A when perhaps had they 
known how the pannel would have been gone through, they 
would have challenged B inſtead of A, and the priſoner might 
feel an unpleaſant ſenſation in 8 that a perſon, whom he 
Rad already challenged; was to be ſworn to fit in judgment 
upon his life, and therefore the challenge would not uae 
do the priſoner. the object intended to be ſecured by it. 
this ſtage of the buſineſs, he was now ready to admit —. 
one of de defaulters ſhould be called. over, and he was anxious 


| 0 that nothing ſhould appear in theſe. trials, but that of the 


N of the country being attended to. He could not have 
Toreſeen that this caſe would happen, and he was now ready 
and. willing that the trial ſhould proceed, — therefore he 
waved all objeRions. t any perſons on the pannel. 

-* The following gentfemen, being the firſt three open the At 
of ſeven objected to by 1 were 3 1 
Mathias Dupont, Enfield, Gent- B 

William Harwood, Hänwell, Ea. 6 
 -+ Henry Bällock, Whizechape),. Brewer. is ; 

And the jury was complete. 10 2 85. 8 
Mr. Percival opened the pleadings; z e wars precifely 
the ſame as thoſe in the trial of Mr. Hardy. 

The Solicitor General then opened: the caſe. The J ury, 

WM ſajd, had heard the indictment, and therefore he ſhould only 
fimply obſerve, that it charged the priſoner at the bar, in con- 
ſpiracy with others, in compaſſing and imagining the death of 
the Ring; he was charged with having done different and ya- 
rious acts, if any-one of which was , proved, it would call on 
them to progounce him guilty; the meaning and tendency of 
which was, to ſubvert the government and * of this king 

dom, and to depoſe the Ring. 

The law in this caſe Was. enkel olebe..” Any act done, 
che conſequence of which may endanger the life of the King, 
is always taken to be in purſuance of an intent to compals, the 
death of the King; this being demonſtrated, the crime was 

completed: It was not material that the perſon charged ſhould 
Rave it in his contemplation that the conſequence would fol- 
low as ſtated, and that he belieyed it; it was enough, the 


ordinary conſequence to be »pprehended f from it, was the de- 
. poſition 


07 
geſtion of the King: A conſpiracy to depoſe the King was 
2 an act of high treaſon, becauſe it tended to bein the 
King's life into danger, and in a degree to deprive him of his 
authority. Doing an act which the King ſhall be bound 
to obey, or be in danger by not obeying, ſuch as forcing the 
legiſlature, had been aniformly held to be High Treaſon. He 
Houls not detain them upon the law, becauſe if they believed 
that the charge of confpiracy to ſubvert the legiſlature and go- 
ternment, and to depoſe the King, was ee. the conſe- 
uence muſt neceflartly follow that the priſoner was guilty of 
de treaſon. He felt ſo much the great importance of the 
eaſe before them, and his own inſufficiency for the taſk im- 
poſed upon him, that he ſhould not enter as much into detail 
upon it as might otherwiſe perhaps be proper. He did not 
know whether the Conſtitution, to which he hoped and truſted 
a great majority of the people of this Country were ſincerely 
attached, was to be deſtroyed, or whether they ſhould rally 
around, and if neceflary, defend it under arms ; but he had 
on this occaſion reaſon to attribute to the priſoner at the bar, 
with others, a conſpiracy to bring that point to a trial, to de- 
poſe the King and to ſubvert the ſovereign power and authority 


that he conceived to be qu ite immaterial, becauſe any change, 


1 


teration of the eſtabliſned government of this country by the 
force of individuals, and not by the act of the conſtituted au- 
thorities and powers: this was the ſubſtauee of the charge, 
and this, if proved, would moſt unqueſtionably amount to 
Conſidering the length into which the preſent trial was likely 

to run, he thought it would not be fit for him to enter into 
the detail of the evidence which would be laid before them on 
the preſent caſe; he ſhould, on that account, only give _ 
N | | CO = | : * t 
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the outlitic of it, which he hoped. would enable them to join 


_ the ſeveral parts together, ſo as to underſtand the whole ol it, 


He attributed to the Priſoner and others, à Conſpiracy 
to effect a change in the ſovereign power of this country by 
their own force. That ſovereign. power was at preſent - Con- 
ſtituted-of King, -Lords, and Commons, in Parliament aſſem⸗ 
bledy and the King acting at the head of it, in the way which 
the Conſtitution required. He attributed to the priſoner; that 
he, for the purpoſe of effe fekting that Conſpiracy, together with 
thoſe with whom. he acted, and with whom he was aſſociated, 
had -quarrelled; not merely with the Adminiſtration of the 
Government, or with the frame of the Conſtitution of that 
Government, but with the principles on which the Conſti- 
tution of the country itſelf was amen; 3. the abjects We 


ana draw the reſult which he conceived they ought to do. 


os * radical. 


It would be argued 5 chat no. : Government can | be 
ia ful but what is founded on the Rights of Man; if ſo, the 
conſequence muſt neceſſarily follow, that as every other Go- 


vernment is improper, it is the duty of every man to deſtroy 


every Government that was not ſo formed; and this muſt as 


© necefiarily be followed by anarchy and confuſion throughout 


the whole world ; for, according to their | own definition of a 
lawful Government, there exiſted no Government awful 


; Sond. + 


S6fuch:wis the — — of theſe perſons thus engaged: in this 
conſpiracy, every act towards the accompliſhment of that de- 
ſign, he conceived to be an oyert-a&t of High Treaſon againſt 
his Majeſty; for it was towards the accompliſhment of a deſign 

they had in view, to ſubvert the Conſtitution ; becauſe they 


| Had declared that no Government, except ſuch as were Meet 
| er their principles, ought to ſtand. 


. ating, what was 
paſfing i in France; it was then ſaid to all who were alarmed— 


Why are you afraid ? the ſituation of the two countries is 


very different; in France they have no Government; they 
proceed on a principle deteſted by all good men, and as it is 
not founded in the opinion of the people, it muſt fall, for a 
Government can only ſubſiſt by the opinion of the people; 
but the Britiſn Government is firmly and deeply rooted in the 
heurts of the People, and therefore you will have no cauſe of 
alarm; the argument was juſt, and the Priſoner and others felt 


| the force of it, and they for their purpoſe held it out to the 


world, but ſecretly they were determined to deſtroy, if they 
could, that very attachment which they baaſted of ſo much as 
585 1 beſt ſecurity of the country 5 for — purpoſe it 2. 
that 
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- that they ſo induſtriouſly propagated the doctrine. that no G- 
vernment was lawful but thoſe that were founded-on what they 
called the Rights of Man, which they interpreted to be the 
rights of equal active citizenſhip ; the rights of equal active 
citizenſhip were neceſſarily inconſiſtent with the Britiſh Go- 
vernment, for ſuch rights could not exiſt with an hereditary 
King, or an hereditary Houſe of Lords. The moment, there- 

fore, it was determined that equal and active citizenſhip were 
parts of the Rights of Man, and that no Government was law- 
Fol except that which was founded on the Rights of Man, it 
was ſaid in effect that the Britiſh Government was unlawful, 
for it was not founded on ſuch Rights; this muſt neceſlarily 
tend to deſtroy all allegiance, for it would be found, that they 
came to the concluſion. that the Government. of this country 
was ſuch as the people of this country ought not to approve... 

The ſituation of this country was, in the opinion of theſe 
perſons, ſimilar to that of France, when they declared no Go- 
vernment ought to exiſt but that which was founded on the 
opinion of the people; and what was it that deſtroyed the 
Shen Government of France? The loſs of the opinion of the 
people; by this it was evident what they intended to effect by 
the propagation. of theſe doctrines. 
- He then proceeded to ſtate the different ſentiments in tie 
book of Mr. Joel Barlow, and in the ſecond. part of the Rights 
of Man, by Mr. Paine; of the different correſpondencies be- 
tween the Society for Conſtitutional Information, of which 

Mr. Tooke was a member, and perhaps the parent; and the 

- Other various Societies over the kingdom; and then he took 
notice of the different Addreſſes ob Pans of, theſe to the Na- 

tional Convention of France, as alſo of Mr. Paine's Letter. to 
Mr. Dundas, from all which he inferred, chat it was the view 
of the leaders of theſe Societies, among whom the Priſoner was 
the moſt conſiderable, to eſtabliſh a Republican form of Govern- 
ment in this Country; and, had he, any other views, it became 
him as a man, conſiderably. endowed by nature with talents, 
and greatly informed by education, publicly and expreſsly to 
avowthem; but the whole tenour of his conduct was too mani- 
feſt to admit of a comment in his favour: he had acted always 
in thoſe Societies with a view of forwarding their plan, to 9 85 f 
vert the Government and all the eſtabliſhed authorities acting 
in it; and therefore he muſt be guilty of the crime, with 
which he ſtood charged in the indictment. 
Ihe Solicitor General proceeded, that after the war had 
taken place, and interrupted any intercourſe with France, the 
Societies had ſtill purſued the ſame ſyſtem. They theught it 
_ - - neceflary to keep up the yr to which they had given birth, 
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MA Meeting,” and faid, that it was very difficult to diſcover 
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and to cheriſ the expectation, that ſome Reyolution muſt 
ſpeedlily take place. For this purpoſe they had recourſe to the 
expedient of petitioning Parliament for a Reform in the Re- 

refentation, though they had no hope or intention that ſuch a 
Reform ſhould ever take place, In corroboration of this he 
referred to different papers of the Correſponding Society. He 
then went into the hiſtory of the Scotch Convention, which, 
be affirmed, if permitted to proceed as it had begun, muſt in- 
evitably have terminated in producing a ciyit commotion. 
There was no reafon why they ſhould aſſume the title of the 
Delegates of the People, except they meant to do ſomethi 
which was to be confidered as the act, and be ſupported b 
the authority of the People. 45 ; 
- "AﬀeAing to derive their power immediately from the Peo- 
ple, their intention no doubt was to ſupercede the functions 


/ of the exiſting Government. He here referred to what had 


Happened at the commencement of the Revolution in F 
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the difference between a Meeting and a Convention. After 
briefly noticing the meeting of the Conſtitutional Society at 
the Crown and Anchor, he ſaid that he need only call to their 
 recolleQtion what would have been the conſequences'if the 
poſed Convention had been permitted to aſſemble? The 
different reſolutions of January appeared to him to prove, that 
it was their object to carry their intentions into execution by 
open force. Theſe Reſolutions were indeed ſo expreſſed as to 
lead to any thing, but by no means to a Peaceable Reform. 
In his opinion, they had been clearly guilty of High Treaſon, 
by ſubſtituting themſelves for the exiſting Government, and 
ſetting up their own laws in oppoſition to thoſe of what the 
called their plunderers and oppreflors, The principal fake 


which he had ſtated could not be controverted nor explained | 2 


away; it was impoſſible to ſuppoſe that a man of the Pri- 
ſoner's abilities could himſelf be either deceiyed or deluded 
with reſpekt to the line of conduct he purſued, or the conſc- 
quences it was calculated to produce. It would be urged in 
His vindication, that he had no other object than a Reform in 
the Houſe of Commons, it would be afferted that he had ex- 

refled himſelf attached to the Conſtitution and the hereditary 
Nobility. But in the Rebellions of 1715 and 1745, were the 
perſons'concerned leſs guilty of High Treafon becauſe they 
might profeſs themſelves attached to the Monarchy and Reh- 
gion of the country, while they were embarked in a cauſe 
which might have terminated in the ſubverfion of both? Men 
may profeſs loyalty, they may have it on their lips while, in 
their hearts it may be far from them. Such was the caſe of 

Lord Lovet in the Rebellion. The French Convention affect- 
ed to ſpeak of the King with the greateſt reverence, till ſuch 
time as they had fully ripened their plans for his deſtruction. 
The greateſt traitors "ay, rofeſs loyalty. Judas himſelf be- 
trayed his Lord with a kiſs, addrefling him in the terms of 

« Hail Maſter.” It the Priſoner was loyal to the Conſtitu- 

tion, what did he mean by. Reſolutions , recommending the 

publications of Paine and Barlow ? What did he mean by 
Addreſſes to the Jacobin Club, and the French Convention, 
by the letters in which he deſeribes Monarchy and Ariſtocracy 

as vipers gaſping in the pangs of diſſolution — by admitting 
Barrere and Saint Andre as Honorary Members of their Socic- 
ty, and holding out their ſpeeches on a Government df inſur- 
rection, and the murder of their Sovereign, to public no- 
tice. What was the neceſſity of a Convention, if nothing was 
meant but a peaceable application to the legiſlature for a Re- 
_ form of Parliament? Can witneſſes to any number brought to 
prove profeſſions of loyalty, do away the impreſſion which m 55 
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as * RN 8 teſtimony of £ fats? The evi- 


dence was of that nature, which in his opinion was ſuſficient 
the crime of High Treaſon charged in the indictment. 


to prove 
Ino, ſaid he, fit down, leaving to you the care of that Con» 


> 


© Priſoner, as a member of Society, and 


; Land 5. Rigg. a 
fated that he had ſeen him write 3 a, 13 5, When he 
brought an advertiſement to the 8 4 of the 


ſtitution with whoſe intereſts you are entruſted, and which 
you are bound to defend againſt attach, conſident at the ſame 
time that you will not forget the duty which you owe to the 
has 2 the N which he 
upon your juſtice and protection, and that under theſe 
impreſſions, ou will endeavour to diſcover what. is the truth 


of the caſe, and having ſo 8 give * verdi en 


10. our conſcience... n 
he Chief Fuſtice, then hk geſted to. the Jury chat if they, 


8 ſo diſpoſed, it might be 2 . time for them to retixe 
ſome” refreſhment. Jud ges remained La 3 
Bench. In a few minutes The Y returned, When 


8 San for the Crown Fade to "all the evidence on the 


part oF the Proſecution. _ 

"Thomas Maclean was called to prove Papers found j in the 
poffemon of D. Adams. 

Wilkam. Woodfall was next called to-prove Horne T ooke's - 
his e by, Mr. Togke, be 


orning Chro- 


_ nicle,. for a ſubſcription for the ſurvivors of thoſe Americans 


_ who had loft their lives in the battle of Lexington... The hif- 
tory of this tranſaction, which be detailed, particularly int- | 


d it upon his memory. 


Mr. Tate. Mr. Woodfall, von Ne a very good 2 Ng 


but it furely muſt require à more than common exertion of 
your retentive powers, to be prepared to ſtate the . þ 
of a man hom you fav only writs once, and that at the Al 


tance of 19 years. 


Mr. Woidfall—The Stun ders of the arena 


| eularly impreſſed the writing on my memory, which has — 


been refrethed by your hand-writing having ſince at different 
times paſſed es 4 my hands, and ſo very lately as the year 
3 Pre o the delt of my recollection the paper now ſhewñ me 

r e o far as I can Judge: from the reſemblance 


off Kaine: * 
ir. Duke. 4 To prevent trouble and ſave the tines fob: "my 


Court, E offer freely and willingly if any paper is ſhewn me 


21 of y hand- writing, at once to acknowledge i c 


1 Chief Fuftice- In a caſe'fo extremely penal, 1 ha 


———— i in e of 1 85 eee of a 
| EEE: * nes > 
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| Priſoner, more Was to be, made out of the contents of a paper. 
than he himſelf. was aware.” 


» Mr. Det. Of ſuch a AiftinAionE « might avail m ſelf in 15 
2 caſe, of Libel, but not of High Treaſon. In the preſent in- 
ſtanee I am not conſcious of having had a thought, of having A 


done an act, or of having uttered an expreſſion, which taking 
in all the circumſtances. of time, place and occaſion,: I have 
. heſitation to avow . 1 
| "The Chief Justice. —< *I had rather that the evidence ſhould, 
take its courſe.” | "Ip 
The Clerk then EASE to-read fome minutes in whic 1 
9 the name of Mr. Tooke was inſerted. f 
Mr. Toke —< Is this evidence of m * hoes "ada preſent | 
| at theſe meetings? It is indeed, the moſt extraordinary that in 
my mind vas ever produced. The greateſt part of he traſh. 
now read to me I never ſaw. Wherever my name is written 
by myſelf, I have no heſitation to acknowledge it. As ta the 
contents of theſe books the greateſt part of them I never ſaw. 
My time, I truſt, has been ee employed than to read the 
ſame things over and over again for 30 years. I do not ſay that 
their contents are not innocent; ſome of them I deem even 
meritorious; but 1 do not wiſh to take to myſelf a merit een 
in the preſent inſtance does not belong to me.. ; 
The Chief Justice. You ought not to break in upon 
parts of the evidence. Vou have a right to call upon them to 
ſtate how that evidence is brought home to you: but the chain 5 
in its progreſs is neceſſarily compoſed of links.. 

Mr. Toke. — A chain is neceſſarily formed of links; but it . 
is my-bulineſs to deſtroy theſe links, in the preſent. inflanee? 
| he. 1 be $i Fuft eels, But Wien W the chain cannot 

poſlbly be forme F 
Mr.. Tooke, —* It is uy buline, then, my Lord, to prevent | 
it being formed at all.” 
MI. Erſtine, adverting to the proceedings of the late trial, 
ſaid, that all the matter brought out in the Solicitor General's. 
| ſpeech, had excited in him no emotion. A number of papers 
had been read, the quality of which had already been deter- 
mined by the tie of a Jury. He: underſtood - from the 
Solicitor Ee that theſe papers were all upon which che 
charge of treaſon was to be ſupported. He had heard nothing "8 
of arms, or of any intention of having recourſe to force. K 
bundle of correſpondences were brought forward, carried on 
by people with whom it was not proved that Mr. Tocke 
had any connection, and many of whom he never ſaw. Hove 
5 | was this mode of conducting proceedings to be accounted for, 
2 unleſs the brief” of the Solicitor General was made up of ac- 


5 b | | 1 * 


1 "of rr ng A 8 and 8 
xd. was à book found in Adams's: 

een 1 7802 that aby ſuch ſoriety- ns 
jety fed, or that Mr. 'Tooke had 
1 12 a Clear n eber 
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rs; 1 it be at- 
overt-gHt of Treaſon, 
in a caſe of Libel. 


90 We: 


read now, and after- 
pews) . 8 


ie e BY TNT 


ted t — 
2 5 e 1* 


an Part I t is V et 
cm. ff e ae read” 2 — 


Tight not be able 
e Were 


fubſequent 
ect, mig "i < 
Nik Ink e ; 


3 not tc admi 7 £5 a e ce, 


reading of itt me to the + * hafm 
M 4; 3 nk =D a. of =o Bang that had Topps 


ö reſentation his 


reproach. No m N had 
attacks. It had been doe 
: wann . During, GE | 
aden F 
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-<ntisi$p W. 
of them in his 
the preſent wh we ruſted that the Arid 
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1 303 J 
his x to juſtice, would be induced to vindicate his me- 
mory from the attacks of theſe unprincipled calumniators. 
my Ghie Ok ſtice Eyre ſaid, that he truſted this explana- 
tion would ſuffice; for if every one was to bring forward the 
inſtances in which he had ſuffered from ſuch calumny, they 
might find ſufficient employment in hearing ſuch complaints 

0 during the remainder of the trial. 

Daniel Adams depoſed, that he had been ten years ſecretary | 
to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, of which Mr. 
Tooke was a member,—He. identified the book in which the 

entries of the ſociety were made.” He uſed to put down the 
names of members who were preſent and who were not pre- 
ſent, the reaſon of which was, that ſometimes members came 
into the room, and the names were put down, though they 

went away before the ſociety. had proceeded to buſineſs. They 
were accuſtomed. to dine together, and the names of all wit 
were preſent at dinner were put down. The ſociety was not 
formed until ſeven o'clock in the evening, by which time ſome of 
| thoſe who had diñed, might have gone away. The firſt bufineſs 
was, to enter the names of the members, and to read the minutes 
of the proceedings of the former meeting. He did not know any 

_ .corretions entered upon the minutes by icular mem- 
bers; the books were only open to inſpection during the meet- 
ing. Mr. Horne Tooke was frequently preſent, but common- 
ly did not ſtay after dinner, as he lived in the country, The 
reſolutions inſerted in the books were 2 from flips of paper 
handed to him by different membets, whoſe names he could 
not take upon him to mention with any degree of accuracy. 
He generally put down the name of the perſon who was in the 
chair in the beginning of the evening, though * not 
afterwards notice at what time he went away, 


Groſrrexamined by Mr, Horne Took. 


Mr. Adams, you ſeem to be agitated : * of 
hl be . I only wiſh to interrogate you x of you 
ihe. to your kpowledg of certain facts, Were not * names 
a e members preſent entered on en _ my u 
tions on different flips of paper 5 
A. Ves. 
Was there not 3 Canflipiictal Cub, Kent 0 Hom 
the eie which was merely a Dinner Club, at Which every 


% 


& 44 ging to that club, e wy. thy mayer of the 
| P44 Yeu cines?... : 
M a> 5 whe e e Ws 


„ 


e e 


gentleman might: be preſent, who. thought.proper.; and a book E 


= 1 7 = 
dent ven were; 8 etary. 
= AT: ap 6 AE or Fe Bos Hg: and dec wed, T 
B = then a 1 under government; and was ĩt not alſo un er- 
_ ood chat you had permiſſion from thoſe coneerned i in che de- 
= - = ment in which you were employed to become a member? 
F 'F believe it was ſo underſtood * one who at that time 
1 was my very particular friend: 
Mp A Were not the books of the accompts of the ſociety 
MY ſei along with the other books? What was the annual 
"ſubſcription 1 each member, and what * the amount 
"of all the ſubſcriptions?” 
A. They were ſeized. The ſubſeription for each et- d 
46s: was 2 guinea; and the whole ſubſcriptions amounted to 
| about e pounds a year. 
3 What part of this was a for the oy par- 
M > of the Society ; ſuch as the rent of a toom 8 cati- 
| des pens, ink, paper, 3 
. About fifty pounds. | 
| 80 there remained a ſum of t lit pigs a year to 
overtarti the Government! Had you any overplus in your 
| Hands, after the neceſſary expences were © pins or "Wete” not 
the weiety generally in arrears? 
4 "© " They P geterally 4 in arrears. 5 
| "pr '- Te Tobe. M 240 Lord, J afk theſe 79 a in 
Mn] to ſhew that if the had the intention aſcribed 
to them of  ſubvertin the cen enter, how well qualified 
| they were in conlequence of their pecuniary refources to 
3 effect their purpoſe.” Mr. Adams, Be ſo good as to look over 
dme names of the members ſtated to have been preſent at a 
| meeting held on the 5th October, 1793; among which is the | 
A name of Tooke 5 Was he preſent on that” occalion ? © | 
3 A. I recoll ect he was not preſent. 
| An. extraordinary meeting was then tet to be 
held, Within a few days, for the purpoſe of taking into con- 
fideration whether delegates ought to be ſent to the Conven- 
tion at Edinburgh? Do you not recollect a particular cir- 
2 cumſtance by which 2 can aſcertain that Tooke was not 
preſent? * 
v A. Yes, I was directed to ford aries: to ther mem- 
| bers to attend that extraordinary meeting. Among others 1 
ſhould" have of *courſe ſent one to he aa not two mem- 
bers, MF. Sinclair and Mr. John Williams, undertaken to 
wait on you in perſon, and 1 THE. of what had taken 5 
Pies at the netting.” - 
Was Tooke preſent at the extraprdlijary meeting? 


A. 1 as TOY: aber chat FIT were not preſent. - 
Q. Had 


By 


3 
5 WE, 2 ; 


þ | 
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at n to know that 1 ſtrongly op⸗ 

jo the Lg of ſending members as es to. the 
Loarention. at Edinburgh f ' 

A. I recollect that it was ſo ſtated: by Mr. Sijaglairs » exit 


'Q. Do you not remember that I ae” uſe of very ſtrong 
expreſions on the ſulyoth 2 * that eyen ſome wrangling 
— js Lg between me and another member on the oc- 

10N | Er tet re 1 

A. I know that it was ati the time underſtood by al the. 
members that you did not approve of the meaſure. 

Was there not even a report in the Society, in conſe 
| quence of the oppoſition which I gave to the Ae hog 
was bribed by Government for the purpoſe? i k * 
A. I e that there was ſuch a report. 
You Gd not APA: that. ne vas a \ Member « & 
( et Es © ts I | r 3: f1* JETT - 
ae (ex n 165 8 23 

Q. Was there any money for Y _ " a Colognes to > the 
Convention at Edinburgh; and what. proportion for Sinclair? 

9 There was no money at all nnn and ſcarcely KA 
for . A 

Do you recolle& having ſent a letter: to Sinclair while. 
be . a Delegate at N or any part of its contents? 

A. I wrote to him that it the general opinion of the 80. 
cer that no pul was to be don ones: and that he 8 ee 

Ide come 
The letter, I think, yas ſen in Otober or. November. | | 

1 copy of it wm 

A. (howing a. Le. av nap is a 2 of one Jeter, which 
I ſent, adviſing him to return hom. 

Q. O, then you ſent more diſcouraging letters than one wo. 
S on the ſubje& of this Convention. Did Jever ſub- 
ſcribe a ſingle halfpenny on the ground of promoting this Con- 
vention a 

A, "Never: (Horne Tooke was then ſhewn a letter by the 
N Geerd Oh th e 8 5 of which he owned to be * hand- | 
Writin 

"Me. | "Footy y ey is one > circumſtance which it ll 5% 


Oy” proper to remark: . After. the 2 A of ſending the Delegates 


to the Convention at Edinburgh, the Society adjourned from 


the 8th November to the .6th ecember,; and. then to the 10th 


January. The Society, it appears, ſo little liked the buſimeſs, 

on which the Delegates were employed, that they adjourn- 

ed firft. # pps ja _ I five weeks. Mr. 

Adams, be ſo good as to at the minutes of the proceedi 

of the 21ſt Jury 1793 . Do you not not _ the name of Yorks 
| 5 2 75 a being 


. + 


> 


Lg 


F 


| TT - . 
250 preſent? Do you recollect whay: pallet” e 


A. Yes; n chat Vorke was at the: meeting, rd : 
that an objection: was made to his ping preſent, as not Join 4 
Member, 8 $0 

Q. Do you recollect whether any perſon etulantionted to 
perſuade the Society to come fo ſome declaration, and what was 
FI in conſequence? | f | 

A. It was propoſed to adjourn,  _ 

Qi. Do yoù recolle&t chat afterwards an Addreſs to de Ne- 
tion was . but never brought forward? 

Mr. Tente. e I have here fo remark one circumſtance in 
conſequence of what I underſtand took place in a preceding tri 
al, where one of the charges brought forward in order to attach 


ceriminality to the proceedings of ſocieties in town, related en- 


. whoare to be conſidered as having a 


tirely to what had been done and faid by a perſon at Sheffield 
If a member propoſes ſomething in a ſociety which is diſapprov- 
ed of, aud not ated upon, any goes. afterwards, perhaps,: to a 
Place three hundred miles diſtant, where he carries his purpoſe 
into effect, all the reſponſibility of his conduct is to attach, by 


_ implication; to the ſociety to which he belonged in town. 


This will be e e on what © grovns n treaſons | may} 'be 
pile? + 

The Chi tee. « The 3 of your N rehürk = 
penis on 2 of che caſe; 5s your roms when 


popes may originally have been rejected in the Society 


n town, yet if 'afterwards;* when carried in the country, the 
proceedings connected with it ſhall appear to have been approv- 
ed and. ated upon by that ſociety, the reſponſibility will 
_ then fairly attach. In the inſtance to which you allude ns wrong 


was done to Hardy, becauſe the ſpeech which had been deliver- 


ed by Yorke at Sheffield, and afterwrards er n dearly 
brought home to him by the eyidenoe. “ | | 
Ae. Tooke. „ The wrong "then, Eds is ns to us; 
one and adopted thoſe 
proceedings of Yorke which in fact we diſapproved and reject- 
8 *—(To 7⸗ the Witneſs.) Did not Tooke, when he attended 
the meetings in general go away very early !A. He did. 
Q. Haye you not reaſon to recollect this from ſome particu- : 
lar circumſtances? Has he not mentioned to you that his fa- 
. mily was ſmall, that he went to bed every night at nine Rook; 


in order that he might riſe botirtes in the morning? 


A. Thavea perfect recolleCtion of Wee | 
8 Do you not even recollect that when he has been i impor- 
to ſtay, his preſence at the time being abſolutely neceſſary 


80 make up the number of members neceſſary, he has gone 


away: in * to * the fociety from doing wy buſineſs ? 
| e * I re- 
. 3 oy 


— 1 


5 8 1 30% 1 
A. I recollect ſuch to have been the ca:, 1 * 
Q. Do you not alſo recolle& that he pals to 
to lay on their oars, and adviſed them to,pdjayrp au eber, | 


Ms % 


TN” . Els e eee ns 1808 
' 5 , i50rra bt , 
Q. Such lat muſt appear u in a on. 
held out as the leader of 2 (lier. . ou 8 that] that] Baned 
in the mimites whatever I coul conſent 500 1 79 2 73 


A. I certainly do. ; | 
Q Who was conſidered as he father od . | 
fie? | | 0. 8 e ee een 
. Mejor Conmicht.. - ö 1M 
Q. Have you ever read the Reprs of hs Secret Committee | 
of the Houſe of Commons ? ben e 16,200; 1190 lh. 
A. Ves. SEE +3 2 1 eig 105 711. i 
Q. Vou are not 3 with tho books on Napers aber 
ſocieties except from thoſe enk Hoge 14q 12GMHi9M £ ag 
54 Bhs: No. Ws £4 And ; bias TOSL B18 6 5 


Was it the neem, of the members 20 d over the hol 
whic contained the minutes of their ing their 


. e 0.” eno%Jilgm, 
o; they hardly a looked at i 1. L 3N5. "91 | 1 * zi 
Mr. Tooſe.—80 far then from being accountable f for abe pa- 


of 6ther-ſocieties, it appears they ſcarcely knew their own. 
x ſecretary uſually read them, but the: 8 as gene- 


rally happens, were all the while talking; indeed they were ch 
"NIE E it was not worth while e re- 
collect 108 number of n Weile generally Preſent a the 
A. The N 1 HAH bats hin bas - 

he numbers ß this! ok hot, often;abowgtten, 


in a few inſtances, perbaps thirty, and ſomelirups,perhage not 

00G than five or ſix were preſent. öde 16 oY d bs 
Q. Were they all armed with piles andimuſbets, Sold 
A. Hy no means. „ rk: nm % a 37> e 


* 


Q. Did you at any e of ams, of having te- 
e W N 13:5 8 e ee 8 
| ere them 10 imous in f ir miments, 
or 900 e e * 
A. They were m mefy , in their opinion 2 * re · 
ſpect to the ſame objet © 82 119% 341 1608 len EW, ain | 
Q. And yet theiguiltof treaſon ee e 1 Wis 
i Secret Committee? 191 e +. 
Nr A. None. N h TEL! 0 11 8 79 TON vo 71 $4 2 | : f 
e * Didichey appoint e Committges of grreſpon- | 
| Py 8&0 3 * 147 215 Jr” iff 1 6 hey (90 FEAT "71 * Ant! K 
a bt an“ not mot 72915 anni 


a: H Iv 


G 48 3 


Lene, and were theſe Can ttees in the habirof ſending, ſet- 
ters 40-different parts? 

A, They appointed ere Committee 5, but wrote letters. 
only i one or two inſtances. 
. So they wrote ws Be about egen two Kee 1 therourſe 
of fon ears; a ver arming correſpondence, and carried on. 
to a 8 dang e Thete is one reſolution entered: 
into * the 8 to prick a hundred thouland e hp one Par. 


N « Z : 


recollect a great TW 2 Safes 17 0 
10 _ rede wrote in Scotland, England, or | 


85 they receive a great many more letters than FRY 
anfced: ons; were they very pale ec on account of m 
ne N t 

A Vet; frequent complaints were received an, that ſub- 2 


. Doz you recolle eck if another member ſametimes went . 
with me of an early hour in the evening! ? EE | 


> I believe pou were ae ea by l. 


| | When firſt you. became. ſecretary, Was. it the c 
Society eie Hawphlets and diftribuce them gratis * 


. wy 
CT And bore ib gion, p hs prac ex (tute. 1 e 


i | wall” 505 82 
7; 


Q. Can you recolleftn my 3 on a particular 1 the 
the ſociety would never do you any good; did I not adviſe: you: 
to goand give to the fg concerned in the department under, 


goverument in which you are employed, all the information 
which you could ee the ſociety, and, lay before them all 
the books and pa ing to the ſociety, of which you. 
were in poſſeftonz 70 d | not 4: ay that I would Joby, you,” 
in ſuch 3 meaſure? © : | IAN r 


A. I do not tegolleck the eircumſtance. 
N Such, however, Was the fact. As the privy. . e 1 
were in Poſisſſion of your books of expenditure and receipt, 
they muſt have known what was the number of copies of any, 
- Paper printed by the ſociety, and can Mr. Adams gueſs why, - 
when they inſerted the orders that 49-or. 50,000 copies of a paper 
had been ordered to be e the coder: FI. neyer been 
, ES + . 
A. I cannot wan Buck, | > ge 5 3 VV 


— pw. 
Among the orders inſerted in Wiel the gane 
with „ to printing pamphlets the phraſe ſometimes occurs, 


« For the uſe of our eorreſpondents in Ireland, bad the woe 
a correſpondents in that country? 8 
A. None with whom I am acquainted. OTE 


Did you not often hear me oy and la h at : che ing 
— — e 1 vs * 
N I certainly did. 2 n | 
Did you ever hear me expreſs myſeifin PO” 8 
Gal Tou ſeem rather eee or not rightly to un- 
derſtand the queſtion: Did you at any time hear me ſay 
that every man he nts to "Rave : a vote 1 in * his * 
tives? 
; 1 have. | | 
Then you are ths WE man ata ever ley", me foe N 
| oil myſelf, as will appear anon from the other evidence. Do 
you recollect the eircumſtanee of Major Cartwright bringing 
1 in the ſociety four” propolitions of the W of 
rights 
CA It muſt W before my time. 3 
Q Wereyou preſent at the anniverſary dinner of theſe 
| anSlitigh of Mvy, or do you recollect what paſſed? 19 
| A. I was preſent: but do not recolle any thing that paſſed, | 
| Do you recollect to have been preſent at the anniv 2 
of the French 1 in the 12285 17997 8 chem Stan- 
hope was in the chair; | a 
A. I do not recollect. | | 
I find your — FRY not a you © on theſe. 2 
deu ſubjects, Do you think, from my general condu 
the ſociety, that I puſhed them on to Wong: Sos, or 4 
chem back 
A. Some queſtions I eg you put frongly in other i ins 
| wo ou kept them back. | | 
id you conceive from any thin Le paſſed, that there 


Ko an br to kill or N the King? 
4. 5 no means. 
. Do you ſuppoſe it it was ever in contewplaion to take wp! "I 


arms? 

A. No ſuch idea was ever catortiands:t | 2 DA 

Q: Do you think we were either bold enough, or 5 Prong 
ei to have recourſe to force ? | | 

ANe-- 

Qi. Nor I neither. What chen do you conceive to haze 
been the object of the ſocietj ? 

A. The object of the greater part, Jam perſuaded, was 2 
N Reform. | 

% You 


— 


i Fg 


4 
£4 


¶Vou did not conceive then that they were only 

he lud one thing and meant another: 

A. No; I conceive they meant all chat they fad. 3 

Q. You did not then canceive that whilſt they takin « 
1 Reform, they in reality meant en 4 very 
"different? you ſuppoſed them to be ſincere with reſpect to th 
obfect of f but did not you find them very muck divided | 

- as to the manner of carrying it into effect? JE 

A. The opinions on that ſuhject were very 8 


Q. Do you recollect the x5 8 . ek any tet 


ber, which you you, did not anſwer ? . 
. ve you | cept ac] any pait of lette or paper. 
„ Ns , a = 1 1 441 


None e 63 
2 Do you recollect ſoon bs ha papers were e the By 
appointment of a committee of correſpondence on the Ath of 
April, 1794, and in what way that committee was » prone 
A. It was appointed in the uſual way. 
Do you remember that I bei requeſted t6: became 3 
member, fined that neither my health nor ſentiments would 
allow 5 to take an active 225 in the proceedings of that. com- 
mittee "61 
. Lretollect you hid your bealth would. not allow you to 


4 | became amember. 


N 1 find afterwards that a committee: bi co-operation was 
appointed on the Tith of April, to which my name appears, a 
citcumſtance of which I knew nothing till T Tu it on = _ 
2 Lever preſent at that committee? 

A. I gent Kno that ydu ever werte.. 

Mr. Toote. I aſk theſe queſtions not to r Shine? to 
others, for indeed I conceive the matters charged, to be in them- 
. felves perfectly harmleſs, but only to puſh from myſelf, circum- 


- ſtances in which 1 am no ways concerned. Does Mr. Adams 


recolle& the circumſtance of my having propoſed two books, in 
which where to be inſerted the names of thoſe who had; atUiffe- 
rent times, been members of the ſociety; the one to contain the 
names of ſuch as were entitled to their approbation; and the 


other, the names of thoſe Who as br ons 5 the apr of 
n="; ; 


Ab Ves. | | 
Does he not alſo recollect TO aa mention of cheſe 
- Pooks' was accompanied with not a little” laughing, and that 
though lach books were br er. wa . never were n 
made? | 
A. I gebe recolleQ theſe circumſtances. - R 
9 | Q And 


. 


—_ 


F an 47 


& And yet dn ſuch circumſtances as thefe, is to be founded 
= of high treaſon. Does Mr. Adams | recolte ever to 
| have 5 me ſay, that I haye. not e twice out of * own 
| E - years? 

ES. 5 
We Has he not alſo 3 thatic Wa "2M 
meeting of the friends of liberty for any good putpoſe at Wim- 
ha "Common, in my own neighbourhood, 1 would cer- 
tainliy be — 45 my not diſpoſed to go much farther ? 
A. 1 recoll cart] you make uſe_of Wprde-t6 thac 


ee have no 1108 blen to avow the ſentiment, for 
ro love lib ny ver well near my own home. : 

ice Eyre.—If the books of the "ſociety had been 
this key, I muſt own they would have ade a very 

ae pearance. 

52 not remember a toaſt which T ave at the dinner 

eK ie Revolution Society, in 1793, in the following Words: 
« May the people of this. er never 1570 or forſake the fa- 
U on the throne, until it hall appear by their conduct chat 
have forgotten or forſaken the privcifie which er N 

on it! : „ 

A. 1 recolleft that theſe were the vety Words. 
How long had the dinner club been ner 


purpe 


: = Wa 28 eg bel 1 9 
„Qn not the principal o which & Erbe 
Its Rabli t, infer e 9 atoms 
hay FT Fire.) OE IRS Fg 
. What was 1 your « Going of th girat cod i view den 
thes ration th hy E895 bs Society 17 
ien ke 


us 


eee a. 


| . | 22 7 jk 
3 194 The books iin. 01 5 23 NY is 1. 50. 2 1 1 4 
2 Ne Ei ſenſ an 1 — to 8 — 2 
arrere, onorary 
the Conſtitutional 8 2250 or was $ he She fr b to e ST 0 
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Q Did he N the e the books, or had 7 
| 85 any order for that papel 185 


s NG. 


, 


PE 


A "No 1 not to * dete 8 AIDE: 


2 
ne i 5 


— for Be rom teren; - he has been S to his 
& bed ever lince Saturday, by a. violent fever and fore throat; 
et he is ſomewhat better 2 morning. He is a valuable youn 
5 man, and ſhould he die, his Joſs would be ſeverely felt, * 

— | indeed by bit conſtituents, who have — 250 hint Wag but 
& by all the friends of freedom. wi get A, 3 m OE, 

1 recollect r ooo ob 
7 much then for the Ccountenance' and encouragem gt 
er fey to the meaſure of a convention in Scotla 
remember that I e London on a of ill heal 
and in mities? _ „ e ee ee e 1) 

. es. r i $4424. — 3533 Ai . | | 

Mr. Tete. I am. aſhamed to 185 taken up 10 "OY time 
With this witneſs, but I think that it will tend upon t the whole, 
rather to ſhorten than to delay the proceedings. 1 

The Attorney General. Mr. Adams, you have been . 
through 2 Jong train of queſtions, - on à great variety of ſubje 
'be fo good as to look to the proceedings of the Iich of 
(ewing him a paper) beginning *« = Mr. Joyce. made the re- 


Port. 

Q. You have faid that the reſolutions when taken . were 
N ways in your own hand- writing; there are three 1 08 
tions ſtated, can you recolle& what part, or whether any 12 
_ of the third of theſe reſolutions i is in the e of 
Tooke? 

A. Theſe 1 were. copied by me from a rough ä 
draugbt; + and 1 really c cannot take upon me to, BY, by whom 

ey were written. 

In whoſe band-writing 3 are the reſolutions of the meeting 
of he 24th of January, 1794. 

A. They alſo were copiet' From a rough draught. ä 

1 Did you know that the London, orrelponding Society | 
dad met four * before? © Ts 


2 


8 i A. [never 
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A I never attended any meeting of that ſociety: | 
's Turn back to the proceedings of the 17th of So 


* 


on Which day Mr. Tooke appears to have been in the chair. 1 
whoſe hand- writing are the reſolutions on that day? 
A. The latter part of them is in my ow. 

Q Do you mean thento kr that they were begun by ano- 
ther vyhom you cannot recollect, and then finiſhed by you ? 
A. I was often during the meeting called out of the room. 

Q Vou cannot then take upon you to ſay, by whom the 

firſt part of theſe reſolutions may haye been written ? 

A. I believe that they may have been written * Mr. Bon- 
ney, but cannot be confident. * 

Mr. Adams was then Cs as to the proceedings of the 
ſociety at a variety gf periods, as recorded in the books. In 
ſeveral inſtances he could not ſwear to Mr. Tooke's hand-writ- 
ing, „nor eyen expreſs any belief or ↄpinion upon the ſubject. In 

all theſe caſes caſts Me. William Woodfall was called to Nr the 
7 deficiency of his eyidence. © 
Being aſked by Mr. Tooke what be meant by the word fo- 
iety, when he Rid that ſuch and ſuch reſolutions were paſſed 
$ e ſociety, he replied, ke meant that ſuch reſolutions were 
paſſed by a majority of the perſons preſent, that-ma Jority did 
not always conſiſt of the ſame perſons even for the fide even- 
ing; ; and he irfferted the reſolutions in the books without know- 
ing who were the'perfons by whom they- had been carried. At 
one time when Mri”T6oke appeared by the books to have been 
_ preſent, the witneſs Tecolleted from circumſtances! chat Mr. 
Tooke was not preſent. 

The Lord Chief Fuſtice obſerved to the ry? that 5 they 
had heard from the books was merely to lay the ground for mak- 
ing admiſſible the papers intended = de Offered as evidence on 
the part of the proſecutiorn. 72 

Several of the papers and ee Paincls Rights of Man 
produced on the trial of Mr. Hardy, were then read. Some 
— — 125 in bringing: W the witneſſes to identify theſe 


2 Mr. 'Te Na fag, that toſave time PR? trouble, he would admit 


5 ſuch of them as he knew any thing of. 


The Lord bi mY Fuſtice ſaid he would not, in a il of this 

kind, bind Mr. Tooke, even by: his own admiſfion. 1 he proof 

muſt be ſtrictly regular. 

Mr. Tooke ſai he was afraid that, by the formality of i gular 

proof, the jury might be led to give more weight to ch 

| fun than'they deſerved. When they ſaw an Attorney and 85 

K e taking particular 2 2 and <onſuming time to 
Ea ſubſtan- 


7 
47 


| moat of the court. 


— 


: ubſtantiate roo he * 1 
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concrive that things el he 


The Lord Chief Fees a laid he e the opi= 


Ws [dan Wagfall was called to prove hand-writing 
per produced. Mr. Take £ Cid he ne * 
all's evidence was, however, taken. . 
A ou from Mr. Cooper, late 27 Mancheſter, was read — 

t of it was to aſæ Mr. Tooke's:opinionof anabridg- 

—— of Paine s Rights of Man, which Mr. Cooper had deen 
ſtedto.make by. the Mancheſter ſoc . 
e proved that this letter been found i in Mr. 


Mr. Teal. I 8 * has papers may Jaye been. taken 
. my houſe finge I was taken into I As letters writ- 
En Ee Retr Gn ofa S und i bis po 
nd Chi: ict tall papers in 
ſeſhon were admiffible evidence. How the contents would ap- 
ply to him would depend on proof that he had in ſome way or 
other ated ups n them. | 
. -Mr.-Tacke faid, that, if "0 he might be. convided almoſt 6 
any things for although he did not anſwer letters, he had letters 
2 of all forts. - The day before he was taken into cuſtody, 
be recciveda letter affirming: that the writer was God the Fa- 
ther, Ged the Son, and God the. Holy Ghoſt, which was ſup- 
n various quotations from ſcripture: 
The Lad Chief Fuſtice,—If you can treat them al with.: a8 
2 ſucceſs -» the letter of this correſpondent, you will got 
much to ear. 8 NE 
Another letter from Mr. Gen read, ſtating that a paper 
ſent hy Mx. Tooke could not be circulated, becauſe the printers 
of the — newſpapers would not-inſergit; a advice 
— ſetting ut 4 1 yan -newipapery - at 
plaini mne no auſwer 0 his former 


bn Gurnell e an original Ml yo of the plan of the 
— Society, found imtbe Nelken of Mr. 


1 8 Gen 0 
. . Weodfall provedithati ſomm akeracions made in i 
; the hand-writing of My Tone 


oboe Me —— and Sundl in his poſſaſſion· The on 
ſel fon te Croma ſeemed at frſt to think that fufcient gr 

was not. laid for readin this letter hut afterwards infiſte | 
being read. M. Extkine. and Mr. Gibbs objected, — Aa 
ee the N e e be read. rde 
1 n . 


"The Lord Chief Tuſtice ſaid they were come to 2 time of 
night when it was neceſſary to conſider of the future mode of 
proceeding. The: Priſoner had ſaid in the morning that he 
would not requeſt an adjournment of the Court till the trial was 
| Cloſed, becauſe he apprehended it to be contrary to law. On 
8 the Court mult decide, and before deciding wiſhed to hear 
8 The Kernen General ſaid, the evidence for the proſecution 
would neceſſarily require a good deal of time, but he was ready 

to do his duty in whatever. way the Court ſhould dire. 

Mr. Tooke ſaid, he felt only for public ogy on the occaſion, 
not for himſelf, He left the matter wholly to the Court. He 
would make no requeſt, for to comply with ſuch a requeſt againfl 
the known forms of proceeding would be imp 8 . Where 
conſent nt of parties could not juftify a 


the law was clear, eyen the 
The Lord Chief Fuffice ſaid, Mr. Faoke was perfectly 
correct. Since the commencement of the former trial, tlie 
fabjet had employed much of the attention of the Court. 
Thelaw, to which he did not know of any exception in point of 
precedent, was, more eſpecially in criminal cafes, that the Jury 
after being. impannelled could not adjourn or ſeparate, or | 
acce(s to chem allowed, till hey had given their verdict. He 
uoted the cafe of the trial of a Peer, not before the High 
. Parliament, but by 2 Jury of his Peers, where the 
twelve Judges being conſulted, delivered this as their opinion 
on the general principle which guided the Courts el they 
d; but they gave no opinion. as to the rule for any other 
ourt. Hence it was clear that there could be no ſeparation 
or adjournment, except in caſes of ſuch evident and urgent ne- 
cellity as unleſs yielded to would defeat the ends of juſtioe upon 
which the principle was founded. In a caſe where it was mani- 
feſt either that the evidence could not be fully heard, or thathu- 
man faculties without relaxation muſt be unequal to the taſk, to 
inſiſt on proceeding according to the ſtrict rule would be to de- 
liver over the life and honour of the Priſoner, and the juſtice of 
the country, to the mere accident of ſuch à verdi& as the Jury 
might give when reduced to a ſituation in which they could not 
polkibly exerciſe: their underſtanding. The former trial had 
taken up to hundred hours; and even in the way in which it 
was proceeded upon, he bad felt the fatigues. If one Judg 
were to ſink under the fatigue, one of his brothers on the Hench 
might ſupply his place; but if a Juryman were to be braved; 
the trial muſt begin anew, with this diſadvantage to the Priſoner, 
that he might come to trial the ſecond time, afterthe greater part 
of his means of defence had been diſcloſed, Neceſſity, well eſta» 
' bliſhed, might therefore over-rule or modify the general prin- 


Ciple, 
9 7 


1 pe pro nets trial wi SHR on i-with al ON di. 

Hi He would not put the priſoner upon aſking an 
Hai for he was ny of opinion chat the Coutt ought to 
take the whole upon itſe 80 

The Lord Chi Baron faid the principle” was, that after the 


1 Jury were impannelled, they Gul be inacceſſible. The 
mode of effectin "g this,. had " kitherto. been, by not ſuffering 


them to go out of Court. But if, in a caſe of evident neceſ- 
fity,. this was ſecured in ſome other way, the principle would 


not be effentially trenched upon.” He was alſo of opinion that 


| the e had nothing to do with ſettling this, and that it 
| ought to be decided by the Court. . 


l then faid, be was afllicted with a vepy painful dif- 
2 order, "which made it 2 for him to be up four hours | 


before he could come into Court, and if fome time were not 


A allowed him for lleep, it would be dle for him, to hold * 
ce Lord Chief Puftice aſked what the Court coulll TY with 


an aſſurance that every poſſible allowance for Mr. Tooke's in- 
7 1 ſhould be made. It was intended to begin at nine in 
the morning preciſely, and to go on till nine at night, allow- 


5 22 . be middle 'of the day, * er of * hour far 
Mr. Nat dug this' arrangement woul: allow him. all the 
time he wiſhed for. | 


At half an hour paſt ten, the ut was N prey the 
Jury were-conveyed to ee prepared for them at 
the London Coffes-houſe. 

Moſt of che Jury who 4850 on Mr. Hardy + wind atcended 
| in the e Bro __ RY: Event __ ann, 1 2 85 
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ing. Some Papers of the Society for Conſtitationat Informa- 


tion Were roduced by a witneſs of the name of Maclean, 


and Mr. William Woodfall proved parts of them to be of the 
hand-writing of Mr. Tooke. Thel evidences related to pa- 


pers of the Correſponding Societies of Shetheld, Mancheſter, . 
2nd various other places, All of theſe were printed in the 
Keports and Appendix to the Reports of both Houſes of Par- 
1 and were read on "ne Trial of Mr. Hardy; they 


wcre 


The PER fat a few minutes after big ht i in CE morn- 


ne 


Toad: 


were all dated March down to November, in 5 year © a2, 
and appeared at chat time in moſt of the newſpapers of town 
and country. All of [theſe Papers belonged to the Society fot 
- Confticutional Information, and were on the Minutes of their 
Proceedings; nothing among them was new to the public, 
except that many of the alterations in che entries of the mi- 
nutes of the proceeding, and many of the drafts of . 3 
tions, were in the hand-writing of Mr. Tooke. 
I bey then proceeded on the part of the Crown, to prove. 
the Reſolutions: of the Society for Conſtitutional Information 
of May, 1792, relative to an Addreſs to the Jacobins. of 
France, and of their being ordered to be publiſhed in the 
newſpapers; then followed Mr. Paine's' 5 — to the Conſti- 
tutional Society, propoſing to print a cheap edition of the 
Rights of Man, on which the Society voted Thanks to Mr. 
Paine for his communication in ſupport of ihe Rights of the 
Nation, and the Liberty of the Preſs, &c. Then followed 
the Addreſs itſelf to the Jacobins in France, and after it an 
account of the numbers directed to be printed and eee 

of Mr. Paine's Letter to Mr. Secretary Dundas, &c.-- 

I The next point in evidence was the ſubſeription to ſu 
Mr. Paine, after it was diſcovered he was to be bade for 
the Second Part of the Rights of Man, &c, 

The next article was an-account. in the Book of the Conti: — 
tional Society, of the expenditure; of the Society laid: out by 
Mr. Adams, who acted as their Secretary; by this it was for- 
mally proved that reſolutions and other proceedings were pub- 
licly advertiſed in the newſpapers, the ſums paid for the inſer- 
tion of them were ſpeci ified,. and it appeared that ſome of the 
conduQtors of , papers id refuſed to * the proceedings of. 
the Society. 
| _ Several paſſages of che Second Part of the Rights of Man 

were then read, in order to apply to the Defendant an evil in- 
ann in voting thanks, lnp(cnguoge, &c. to the author. ; 

- Theſe readings being over, 

Mr. Tooke ſaid, now that theſe parts of the book had. been 
read, and the book made evidence, he believed he had a fight 
to requeſt that the preface to that book be read. | 

The Court accordingly ordered the preface to be read... 
Fame Thornton, Clerk to the Police-office, in Marlborough- 
ſtreet, proved a letter from Mr. Hardy to Mr. Tooke, deſſring 
him to reviſe an Addreſs of the. 3 Correſponding So- 
ciety, and aſking him whether it would not be prudent to ſend 
a Copy of it to the London Conſtitutional ROT 408 This let- 
ter was * in E an. N i Ole nee, Zone. 0 IM 

2 8 e x; . 50 : J On 


* as ** 
* S 
F 
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TER 


- On hid crofs-examination by Me-Tooke, ks did, be did dot 
| panel he lens of My; Tote ound Be 


tertter;- Mr. Ford attended on the feareh for theſe and 
there wers other perſons «t this time in the houfe. They did 
_ c away with them all the papers in the bouſe.— Mr. 
u ſome to him z but there were others who had 


of anal — MF 

Mr. Toke, I want tw khow, and tb underſtand, if I can, 
how it bes to paſs, that, when @ number of men enter inte 
another houſe, all ef them take the cuſtody of papers—for 
one to take them, and then another to have Ae en Yun © 
I want alſo to know what was taken from my houſe, in order 


mut may pueſs what was left in it; for, if 1 do not know 
- that, 1 cannot telt what 1 have loft, as there are, or there were, 


| in my houſe more papers than this Court can examine in one 
year: 
bas Mr. Tooke, ſaid, he did bot 


The Witneſs, aſſted 
have that Mr. 3 


| 1 by this 

n, 3 he believed Mr. Froſt and 
houſe as friends of Mr. Tooke; that Me. ; Vaughan took a mn 
of books and papers that were tuken away. 
Mr: Tooke (to the Witneſs) You fo, "Mr. Va aughan took 
a liſt 5—others took papers away as well as yourſelf: now, I 


y Genera, the Witneſs 


want to know, whether you know Mr. Vaughan to be 1 


of ſuck ſenſe 25 to know what another man knows; or, if you 
have ſueh ſenſe as to know that which another _ knows * 
To this thete was no anfwer.. - 

A letter found by the Witneſs ( Thonnton) in , Me, Tooke's 
houſe, was then read: it was to the following effect: 
1 M. Margaret wiſhes to ſebmit it to Mr. Horne Tooke's 


conſideration, whether a plan may not be advpted for obtain- 


ing the aſſent of all the different Societies throughout the na- 
tion to an 22 but ſafe declaration, afluring-the People 
of France, that we entertain the moſt friendly difpoſition, &c. 
&c. towards them; and that we will, to the utmoſt of our 


power, diſcountenance alt hoſtile attempts on the part of Mi- 


niſtry, ſhould the latter be baſe enough to forfeit the nation's 


pledged faith of fraternity. M. M. conceives that ſuch a 


meaſure would do more good than a partial, and perliips, 
cormparatively ſpeaking, an 2 ſubſeription which, 


5 however, would be no ways impeded thereby. A ſimilar de- 


_ - claration would certainly quiet their Jealoußes with regard to 
the Englifh, and — encourage them w their arduous wr; A 


„ F 


— houſe al as Kieſclf 4 and be dad tot the cuſtody 


ſuqghas, who were Gere roak 


were in the 


— 
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9 whd while ce amber of well-wiſhers: te their 3 3 
might come forward only with their ſignatures to the qdeclara, 
tion, will give a moſt ſevere check tp: all open. EO 
miniſterial attempts. | 

Mr. Toke: then aſked the Witneſs, Whether he did not un- 

| derſtand, at the time of finding this letter, that an · attempt to 
quiet the French would be 3 ae en wy N Admi- 
1 would be glad of? 

Mr. Bower ſaid, that Mr, 8 he was ſure, e 

| diately ſee the illegality of ſuch a queſtion, for it was aſking a 

Witneſs N on the contents of what he produced” in 

| evidence. 8 | 
Mr. Toke. ſaid; - that 28 the letter -was Conn * houſes: be 
only wiſhed-to ſhew-that no evil was intended to be produced 
by it; however, he ſhould not perſiſt, in in putting the Yen, 
1 the Counſel for the Crown objeQed to it. 

The next exidence Was that of a letter from Mr. Hard to 
Mr. Tooke, dated the 16th of W Nee 
the e is the ſubſtance; Peg” 

q 2 „ Sir, 3 
e Mr. in would be glad to Ln ue opinion on — 
propoſition he has ſubmitted to your judgment. I think with 
m that it would have a good effect, and at the ſame time the 
bee would go on as it now does. Ten or twenty thou- 
and ſignatures would have more weight than as many thou 

"oP e for, t men 9 ſubſcribe the ſum, + + 


"Nt Net warde tenen, 5 2 i 


The Evidence 0 alles. he to det of. the * 
0820 ictics, by way of Thanks, to Mr. Barlow, &., for his book, 
and afterwards, the Addreſs preſented at the bar of the Na- 
tional Convention, on behalf of the Conſtitutional Society 
(in. the proceedings of which Mr. Tooke aſſiſted), and of the 
ount of the manner in which they were received and an- 
e and then the Thanks of the Conſtitutional Society for 
phat had been thug done, &. 
Mr. Thornton proyed his having found at Mr. Tooks' s Rouge, 0 
1 draft of a Letier, which Mr. Woodfall thought w * the 
hand-writing of Mr. Tooke. - > 
The ſubſtance. of the. Letter was, that 4000; 1 were 
feng 151 it to Paris, to aſſiſt the French in defraying the ex- 
pence of the War, againſt all Tyrants who might oppoſe the 
Liberty of the French, without excepting any of them, even 
i it ſhould be his own Country, and wiſhing to know. the 
name of a Merchant in London, "who might be truſted to ge- 
: "geive-ſubſcriptions, „ 4 ; 
Tk „ 


* 


1 


| letter. A letter was then read from Stockr 


| Ns ct 316 1: Ce: 
e Lover ro i att a 


: found in Mr. Tooke's' houſe, -ptrrporting to come from Mr. 


the then Mayor of Paris, acknowledging the receipt 
of the former, politely returning thanks, and grriag affurance, 


that the name of à proper Merchant for the required 2 88 


5 In London, would be fent foon; & c. 


- One of the Jury aſked the time of ſending the firſt Letter, 

Mr. Erſkine faid, it muſt be long indeed before the war 
between! France and tis, if i des when Pethion was Mayor of 
- Paris.” 52 
The Jury beg retires a few Miggtes for dome refreſh- 
ment, when they returned to their Box, the Counſet for the 
Profectition-procceded with the written evidence. A letter 


was read front the Editors of the Patriot, at Sheffield; to the 


Secretary of the Society for Corititutional Information, and 
the Minutes of a Meeting of the Society on the by ect 2 this 
ard 

of the London Correſponding Se d. They were | 

proceeding with ſome other papers, when 

Mr. Erſkine remarked, that he underſtood they were going 
td teach the draft of an anſwer meditated to have been fent 
Hardy to che letter from Stockport port, and found in his pofſe(-/ 
ſſon 3 He aſked upon what | 2 — of Juſtice or common 
fene ſuch 2 letter could, int he preſet hne, de : brougtit* p 
A evidence againſt Mr. Hare 

Chief Juſtice Er. That objection has duet been ſo 
of made, that Fam rather furprized to find it ſhould be again 
ated.” The letter i in queſtion"? is E er as evidence againſt | 


Mx. Br line. ke, my Lord, is acquitted and how can 
that which was ares Er Him, be brought as evi- 2X 
dence —_ the Prifoner Po 5 Is 

Chief Juſtice Eyre. The chunzes brought agaiuſt ne 
Ptifoners, relate to tranſactions in which ſeveral ns, and 
amd others, Hardy, were involved; though a Jury have de- 


_ termined that the ſhare which Hardy kad in thofe tranſactions 


„nn rot criminal, it does not however prevent whatever is 


I 7 cofineed' with" them from being eridenee againſt the Pri- | 


fotier. 
| Ab Hitt er dome orhiet papers Fniſh6S the unten eri. 
dence fol 10, when the Clerk proceeded to read from the 


_ Minutes of the Jociety for Conſtitutional Information; thoſe 
Refslutions which paſſed in the beginning of 1793, appointing 
St. Andre and Barrere Honorary and vrgering their 
"BRO to be inſertecd in the Books of the Society: 


. Buſs 


BO 
A 1 — 
2 


1 gar” 1 


2. N72 e 
vhich thoſe ſpeeches were contained, which he bad regularly _ 
8 en Paris, de np mn pag ey 


Croſo-enamined by Mr. Toke. 


| He fd that he had never been in priſon, that * never 
proſecuted, or threatened with a proſecution. 

S Whether he had been frigbtened ? the Counſel 

Crown interfered, and ſaid, ©. it was ſurely unneceffary 

to 2 effect a ſubpoena might have upon the neryes 

of a Witneſs.” — The Witneſs ſtated that he had ſold as many 


: Pres as were ordered by regular ſubſcriþers ; he ſold them 
+ 1 E they were ſold by other people, under the protection 


the law, particularly by the Clerks at the Poſt-Qfice; and 
f that py ſale — — — been either ille- 
or improper, it would not have taken place in a department 
under the inſpection of Government. 
Mr. Tonle. it 1 have no more queſtions to alk. Ton are 


The Clerk then proceeded to read the correſpondence from 
Norwich with the Societies in London, and then the minutes 


: 2 the Convention held at Edinburgh, . of which, - 


— * 8 | dly brought forward in the 8 
they are to be fy in the . of = 


Commitze, k a unneortiry 1 take any particular no- 
= 


Mr. Take My Lord, I cannot ſee how any evidence 
with reſpect to the proceedings of the Convention at Edin- 
burgh, can poſſibly apply to me. It has already been prove 

hy che witneſs for the Crown, that though my name is to be 
found in the books, I was-not preſent at the meeting on the 
28th. Oftober, 1793, when it was reſolved to hold an extraor- 
y meeting a few days after, to confider of the meaſare af 

holding a Convention at Edinburgh. At the extraordinary. 
meeting, on the 28th, I was likewiſe not preſent, but my 


| has it been proved that L was abſent, but that I was eren averic 
to the meaſure.; that I quarrelled with others. on the ſubje@, 
and was abuſed on that very ground. Is it fit and proper, then, 
that papers ſhould be read to make an impreſſion on the minds 
of. the Jury to my prejudice, when it has already been groved 
that their contents ought, not to elfact me perſonally in the 


. ſmalleſt degree?” 


is not to be found on the books on that day. But not ny 2 8 Y 


Mr. Law. The ſubſequent . of the groceed-- 18 


ings " Ur: Mn home to jou * : 


f 


LS 7 * 
3 1 
< * = 


4 
Scotel Convention would be brought home to me. On chat 


IX particular date“? 


R 


C 322 1 


| Ae es el the Socivty.of ht * 4793 when you dere 


_ ths Chair.” \ N a | Ku 
"Chief -Juſtive Eper The roles of the peel 
© requires chat every thing connected with the tranſactions 


ſhould be read. At the fame time the remark of the Priſoner 


is extremely „ 
Mn Tote. t The reading of thoſe Peek of the 


Convention Will beafterwards extremely uſeful for my defence. 


Lade the remark to ſave the time of the Court“, 
The clerk then read the minutes of the Conſtitutional So. 


| ciety; on the 16th and. 17th J; on both which ha 0 Mr. | 
| Tooke was in the chair. 


Mr. Tooke.—< I beg that dats of the dieting; of the. 
19th may be read ober again. The Counſel for the Crown ſaid 
that by theſe minutes an approbation of the proceedin of tile 


day it appears that four reſolutions paſſed; I was preſent dur 


ing the paſſing of the three firſt, and then quitted the Chair, 
When Mr. Gerald was called to it, and a fourth reſolution, ap- 


proving of the proceedings of that Convention, as was ex- 


| 3 rern to wich he Had himſelf VER e e 1 


b ehinittes' wet ocedidiigiy dead cl And TH dig 


. © terms that had been ſtated by the Priſoner. 7 


A reſolution was then read in the hand · writing fi Mer H. 


+ Tooke; ordering an Addreſs of the Correſponding Society to 
be inſerted in THe DOPE — the an pe for e e In- 
E formation. . On * 


Mr. Til. Does die reſolution. refer to an addrefs of 


lb 17 


The Mtorney General.—& It refers to no datw=calthongh it 
very evilently applies to the Addreſs of the Cotreſponding So- 


0 ciety of the 20th of 5 wag nt (RX 1794. I hope I am not wrong 
 wWhenT remark once 


all, that when I ſtate any thing to be 
proved, always leave it to the Fry" ro determine Ane e 


it ſhall have ih their judgment.“ = e ; 


A circular letter in the tahbd/writing of Mr- T woke and 


| ſigned by him, ſent to = the members of the Conſtitutional 
_ Society was then” ved; We” thefollowidg'i is the nde of 
it: : E 2 . 


„ Lam anected by the Society for Conſtitutional 3 


FE non, to Write to all the members of the Society, requeſting 
- .  - their cotitribution towards the ſupport of Mr. Sinclair. When 
the Delegates from the different Conſtitutional Societies in 
Sestland, lately met at Edinburgh for the 
8 rogettier and — the e 


ee of conſulting 
ich * be 2 


— Lage7 =] 


to be purſued, in order to obtain a fair repreſentation of the 
People of Great Britain in Parliament, Mi. Sinclair attended 
as Delegate from the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
and behaved on that occaſion with a moderation and temper 
- which has not only been juſtly approved, but has much endear- 
ed him to this Society. For that conduct, which we highly ap- 
prove, Mr. Sinclair was indicted in Scotland, and returned to 
London upon bail. Since that time Mr, Skirving and Mr. 
Margarot have been ſentenced in Scotland, for the ſame con- 
duct as Mr. Sinclair, to fourteen. years. tranſportation. With 
the fate, of Meſſro, Palmer, Muir, Skirving, apd Margarot 


before his eyes, Mr. Sinclair has returned to Scotland in dif- 
charge of his faith as 2 private man towards his bail, and in 
diſcharge of his duty towards an oppreſſed and, inſulted public 
Ehe has returned, not to take à fair trial, but as he is well 
| parſuaded,, to a.certain.conviAtion abe ſentence, Theſe kene 
tences of tranſportation, are novel both to England and to 
Scotland, and exceed in cruelty. and impudence any thing 
and theſe ſentences are to be carried into execution under the 
adminiſtration of Mr. Pitt, and by him, who formerly, 
ypocritically and treacherouſly, profeſſed himlelf a 
' - advocate for parliamentary reform, and himſelf met 


though 
C1QUS 
e dele- 


gates throughout England, aſſembled in Convention at the 2? 
'Thatched-houlſe tavern, for the ſame purpoſe as that which a 
Convention met in Scotland: Should it one day be the fate of 
- this Mr. Pitt to be tried by the people of this inſulted aud op- 
prefled country, for his treachery, to the cauſe of parliamentary 
reform, we truſt they will never, conſent- to ſend him to 
Botany Bay. In the mean time we earneſtly ſolicit your aſſiſt» 
\ ance; to alleviate the ſufferings of Mr. Sinclair in his ſituation, 
and afford. him every comfort in our power under this his ho- 
- nourable and meritorious conduct, in which, and in worſe, if 
there be worſe, we declare qurſelves ready to follow him in 
_ . purſuit of the ſame object, viz. a fair Repreſentation. of the 


eople/in Parliament... 
5 - (Signed by order of the Society) ) 
Fon Horne Teche,, Chairman.” 


Some of the proceedings of the. Norwich Society to the 
London Conſtitutional Society, and other papers, were then 
read, as alſo a letter from Meſſrs. Margarot and Gerald to Mr. 
Hardy, giving account of the progreſs. of the Convention at 
Edinburgh: à letter was alſo read from Mr. Margarot on 
board. a ſhip at Spithead, expreſſive of great affection for the 

| Bibertics of this country, &c. r 


* 


The Court adjourned at nine o'clock, 
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I = | wRpABSDAL, NOVBMBER 19, . 
= — about nine o'clock, hen the counfel for 
* be with the written l As 
= : che paper aper ng were | 
: the TY fron di Wen perſdus be 
effion of di | 
: „ 0 in the inch ment; it . ry. I 
? particulzr enungeration of the titles of thefe- papers, 


„ Err correſpon- 
dence that paſſed between Yard „ on the ſubject 


” of haldi 3 jon in Soothe. 

Mr. Williams Thehrall's hand-writing, 
ting Toles rr, ti N Hi hy believed it to de his 
— "The letter of | 

_ Gates Jack Wk m which h 
| -- Him two dozen of his fi it 


2 , ber their trops From the eimphmar Republic 
ner ä 
. Gram was called prove a paper in che hand- 
writing of Hardy. He frſt 2 that the paper Was ſo very 
Uifferent from what he had ſeen before in he hand-writing 
of Hardy, that he did not believe it to be his. He them fd 
that it was very like the hand-writing of Hardy, aud was d 
confufed and contradifory i in his yy. Bees that he was: 
8 the bar without any thing being r W foe his i 
evi 
Some reſolutions were then read, vhicl were interlined i m 
| the hand. writing of Mr. Tocke. ES 
Mr. Niete. Trecollett upon chat occalign, the chaiqman 
| being indiſpoſed, to have taken a very idle part.” 
' , Phe Attorney General. —# My Lord, becauſe the priſoner 
takes an active part in his own ce, it- ſurely cannot be 
permitted that he Thould thus break in upon the evidence, and - 
take Uberties which no counſel would be ſuffered to take? 
Mr. Gi#%.—* In à cilc like the preſent, of life and death, 
none can be ſo Wart N AY 488 particular yy? 


* | 


. cot « that the wiſe men of Gotham wald quickly be 


* . 
5 6 8 5 x . 
vi. _- * 1 . 4 * 3 « # ” & ' 
"+ — : N Is . N 
6 x * ; 4 


dit. 


| 2 325 1 „ 8 g 
cumſtaucet, or ſo well qualified to make remarks upon the 
_ evidence, ? the prifenicr himfelf,” : 3 8 

Mr. Toole. ic Lord, when I was interrupted by the 
Attorney General, I was only going to remark, that the clerk. 
in reading the reſolutions, had read what in reality makes no 
part of them. There are two ways of eraſing, either by ſtrik- 
ing through the paſſage, or by drawing a ſcore round it, The 
clerk read that part of tlie reſolution round which a ſcore is. 


Fuſtice—< This is not a proper time to make 


The Chief | | 
the remark. At preſent the paper muft be read as it is: the 
conſideration of the paſſage intended to be ſtruck ont, as welk 
as the whole of the contents, mult be left to the Fury,” © 
The General,—*« I ſhall take the Tiberty to follow 
the example ot the priſoner, and go a little aut of the way in 
remarking, that 1 fall afterwards have a oa deal to obſerve 
on that very circumſtance: of the words being ſtruck out in 
' theſe reſolutions.” _ RO ee, nos | 
The clerk then proceeded to read various letters from ſo - 
cieties in Scotland, expreſſing their readinefs to ſend delepates _— 
i; when they ſhould be required, to a Convention in England 
and from ſocieties. in Briſtol and Newcaſtle upon Tyne, to 
pretty much the ſame purpoſ e. 
The clerk then read the printed account of the proceedings 
of the Faſt-day at Sheffield, '28th February, 1794; and 12 5 
approbation of thofe proceedings by the Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information. The counſel for the Crown called the 


- 


* . 


witneſſes for Sheffield. „„ 
William Broomhead gave a depoſition in all 2 exactly 
correſponding with what he had ſtated on the former trial. - © 
George Widdiſon ſtated ſome points more fully than he had 
done before. He faid, that yiolence had been conſiderably. - 
znflamed at Sheffield, in * of a perſon, whoſe name 
he did not recollect, repeatedly recommending, to the party 
called Axiſtocrats at Shefffeld, to take up arms. He ſaid, 
that the members of their fociety were frequently threatened 
by the other party, that, in caſe the French ſhould attempt an 
invaſion, they would immediately fall upon "" 5; 
© Upon being aſked to name who had nttered ſuch a threat, 
he ſaid he could not particularly recollect: it was a general 
threat frequently repeated; he recolleted by name only one. 
perſon who had uttered'it, William Frith, afterwards a mem 
ber of the Sheffield Aﬀociation. 7 
Upon being aſked, whiethet he had ever applied to a magiſ- 
trate for protection, and whether Mr. Wilkinſon, a magiſtrate - 
in the neighbourhood, had not once interfered with a _ | 


Ul 


# 


* 8 


To . Croſrexamine „ Mr. Too . 


of d o welt 8 diffarbaiice in the! Cn AG he 
ſaid, that until The time he appeared with a troop of een 
there was no diſturbance of any conſequence. 
„Fhatl a houſe was; ſet on fire, and a man hanged 5 | 
3 Tens 1 101 ed as * the "ag houſe 1 ee 
inſon and the —_— et to oule, and occal oned 
all the diſturbance 2? | 
© Mr. Gibbs, —< < Lord, 1 claim the wx of the 
e 


Court for the witneſs. Mr. Law puts into his mouth . | 
Hong which he never utterec „ | 
Mr. Lew. I wiſhed to aſk from 983 GR he . 
meant to impute to Mr. Wilkinſon the charge of ſetting. fire 6 
to the houſe?” . . Ws 
Writneſc.—1 conſi dered his interference. 2s 2 principal bite? 
of the diſturbance that followed. The cauſe is thus: the pev- 
ple were diflatisfied with the taking in of a common; they 
oppoſed the meaſure ; and the mode of interference adopted 
__ by Mr. Wilkinſon at the head of a troop of dragoons; appears 
in my mind to have inflamed their-oppokition; and to have led 
* the conſequences which took place'on-that occaſion. A 
3 vou on any ſy waar th * Protection to. a me- 
T 
1 A. I was once in a publie-houſe, — 5 a diſpute molh on 
the fubje& of politics; in confequence of the part I took in 
- that diſpute, 1 was. exceedingly. ill- treated, and, made 4 
3 % a 8 not. 25 Mr. Wilkinſon, babe 


A Th Polls a pproved of chis works of Mr. Paine 70 


® * 5 cy . 


1 . I admired ſome paſſages in favour. of "= ag "2 


"was not prepared to go all the lengths he did. I was for the 
Duke of Richmond's plan of-reform, aud approved of the ſen- 
timents of Mr. Pane; ſo far as * h with, Fs of 


"His Grace. © . 
"The letter FROM: Sheffield, 2ddreffed to Hard 2 was (4. 
ol 


E. Evans was called to prove a paper of reſolutions prepar- 
" by Martin, with a ey" to 1 ans ok FANS. 5 the 
. SE CHA Farm. Sos; Vers v2 


Ls 
* % Wy 
1 5 2 £5 4; 


* . 


* Shia this TER new a Mr. Gay, did not OL be * 3 T 


15 ed, believed him to be a member of the ſame TE as * . 


Fen and employed as a meſſenger to the ſociety. 8 

0 70 know a Mr. Nicholas Gy „ 
2 A No the n Tam Es wh; * Hamed | 
| Wierd * „„ 


- 


intended to _haye been brought forward at Chal 


Ys at The al and Anchor, May 2 I” 


627 3 


G. Did von underſtand that he was 8 great traveller 3 
Ne eben I knew him he was in the King's Bench. 
8 „Tune. —My Lord, theſe queſtions may ſeem i imperti- 
nent. I put them in order to ſhew what groſs impoſitions hare 
been practiſed on. the gentlemen ho conduct the groſecution 
for the Crown in the preſent inſtance. I underſtand that in 
conſequence of what Was given in evidence by this witneſs, 
the Attorney General pledged himſelf to ſhow that I had in- 
troduced Mr. Gay to the focicty.. I was acquainted. with 2: 


Mr. Nicholas Gay, who was in the habit ;gf travelling all over 


Europe, he dined with the ſociety once. A-ſtrange incident 
occurred to him about twelve months ſince in a coffee-houſe, 


where he was telling ſome gentlemen « that he was going to 


Ruſſia,” upon which a ſpy. in the next box, ſtretched out his 
neck, and aſked where the gentleman was going? „Upon 
my word,” anſwered one of ne company, chef is going much 
farther than I'dare to fay.” 
The clerk then read the reſolutions prepared by Martin, apd 
Farm; the 
printed account of the proceedings at Chalk Farm, arid of the 
anniverſary. dinner of the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 


7 1 „ 5 
. 3 1 ORAL. RVIDENGR, ; 


"Ms Witham Sharp was then called. He pets Fay he 


had been for two years a member of the Society for Conſti- 


tutional Information. He did not recollect by whom he had 


deen propoſed. [Mr. Toke ſaid, he had been propoſed by 


him.] He continued to attend the ſociety- at different times 
till May, 1794- He was preſent at a meeting when à letter 


came from the Correſponding Society. He was alſo preſent 


when five members came from the ſbeiety;; he had never ſeen 
them before. He was one of five appointed by the 59 


for à conference with thoſe members. He does not recolle 


dates, not Having taken memorandums with a' view to any 
examination before à Court of Juſtice. He does not believe 
that he was preſent when a report was made on the 1 ith April. 

He was a member of the committee of delegation of the So- 


1 ciety for Conſtitutional . and Was. 8 for | 
39 e ud Mr. Tooke. ; 15 | 


* . 


G abe by 17 r. ma, 


N Mr. Slip, why did you ſuppoſe that 8 you 
to bs: a-member of * comme ? —DMd you not conceive 


"oo. 8 


Ye 1 3 * er 4 

1 vey * 1 
„ 
15 * 


"Dp © 228 x 
{ TOY in conſequence of the . ae Lud 
of you wif rt 


A-T certainly did. _ © NN 
. Q. Did you 225 once r That] I hat rater * 


IF See by St James's 2 . 


TO e y recolle& you made uſe of that ex 8 * 

u were 2 — at my houſe, you are kbercfore able to 

Fe, an..account of the manner of my private ſife; our ac- 
quaintance I believe firſt commenced in conſequence. of .m 


being 28 * * ſhould * * FIN to en- 


2 5 
L t „ El IN a! Fes. 4 i 1 ; : : 8 5 . ET 1 70 
Rh ret 5 „„ (oe Pugh 
OF ons 5 3 n | * 78. H 4 oh 2 MN KAR $ . * 
5 1 e 
1 ride muc 5 
8 


N 1B; 8 — IP? in a poi of oo pan. 8 
d I walk much in the e 
1 og above twice in the ſame petiod. | 5 
. then did I ſpend my time? 1 
4. In the morning Jou were ee in Jour 3 
during the day you were much engaged in looking over books, 


_ chiefly ancient authors, with a view, as I always underſtogd, 


to ſome great work, and in the evening you amuſed Yourſelf 


| "© a game at whiſt. 


you. recollect the Ercuinſtince of my receiving an 


3 letter from Ireland, weden 2 lerer * . . 
and wh t uſe. I made. of it? e e 
ou put it in the fire without opening. it. aps : 
-Do you recolle where we * on the ien of ta; 
: day before 1 was app ended ? t 
"A. At Spital-ſquare, 8 
. Do you eber the 8 ig t hes! ok 25. 
1 of my having promiſed to Ne 2 from the _ 


by Mr. Pitt and his relations, and that.in conſe tence 


Redbook? 2 liſt of the places, finecures and penhons Enjoy 
had ſent me a letter reminding.me of 1 my pramit wn does 


' been oy an and that, there \ was a oY deal . login * 


on the occation 7 £ 

A. I perfectly deen 32 circumſtance.” 8 

Mr. Tobe. —It may er to explain the bulineſs mr this 
letter, which I verily be hy orms. the whole of the plot, Anc 
was the real cauſe of my being taken up. 1 had, as I bave 


' ſtared, promiſed to make. out the extract from the Red book, Y 


in conſequence of which Mr. Joyce, with whom 1 was not in 


: 2» * 8 * ge A W 155 . Pure 


N * . SEE 7 i 
* 4 * * 5 
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* 2 Dear Ci, 3 33 
0 Hardy was this 8 ps av al his papers and 
books ſeized.” Ie it poſſible: 0 get ready by: 1 ans (ing 

t the extract which I had promiſedY/ -- 
This letter, it ſeems, was intercepted, and laid before the 
Frivy Council. Botk the ſubject, and the manner in which 
it was conceived, excited great comb, and the next day I was 


taken up. 
dined gt Spital Squate, hd you ſee any Vght 


be day we 
horſe ? 
A. Yes; I was told they were paſſing, 284 juſt faw'the laſt 
ſrom the window. 
1 Had you any-reaſon to believe that chey were ſent there 
in conſequence of the letter which had been intercepted ? 
A. Nes; we were of that opinion at the time, and a * 
or two afterwards a military gentieman told me that they ha 
received particular ordert A in that quarter. 
Q. Tou uſed oſten to ge with me Jen the r to 5 
Wi don. At what hour did we generally ſet out? 
A. Generally at a very early hour in the evening. 
8 are ſeem active to puſn on the fociety bo to vate. Bi 
not always defirous of long adjournments?* © | 5 
A. Tes; Trdeollect that 1 heard ſome members "mJ 
of: (propoſitions for longadjournments,”- © 
3 Betta > js you have heard me wiſh that an Act of Pinks | 


e moon. it death for me to 8⁰ out of my | 
own 2 e 


. L remember iat you once madovfe fac am xprin 1 
Q. Was there any thing ſecret in the Conſtitutional" Club EF 
A. No; visitors were admitted. 

Did the members of the ſociety give thendſctres'the wos, 

ble 10 read che books which 'conthined! = * of * 

proceedings "ha hp ce | «ng 

AE Ka? 646 1 

Q. Were the. members all of the kame w wy of: Han; 937 
were they given to debate? | 

A. They differed widely in their. aps a qu, 
contradifted each other. 
A Was there "ue ret committee?” | ANN OLE mh 


4 $44 1 * 6 * * * 6k, 1 1 
0 7 * 4 * 5 1 L 1 *4 *Þ *& 3 wed." # 1 * 5 3 . 3 
9 A. : n 
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2 Was there not froguent: mention of A beg 1 
with different places, when in:reality,' there was none? - 
A. None with which T was atquamted.” ai” A IE 
42 o you recollect What W * pplaon'of an {or HT 

_ ? | 
. You were 2M u ie. INES 
1 


; 22 ny | t 350 3 nth 
=: Me. Toke. My Lord, 1 dv not aſk. theſe. queſtion be- 
F cauſe conceive ſuch opinions to be criminal, 'becaull e they are 

in oppoßtzon to my own ſentiments, by no means; ſuch opi- 
nion, I think, may be held with perfect innocence; but at 
preſent, it is only my Ne * being.out facts 28 they reſpect 


. 
1 de you ercr hear me fg ang ee he Con 
Kitution'? . 9 3 


A. You alawys ſpoke for it. 
Do you recolledt that I s * vans. c. x 
SY vention” at Edinburgh 7 
res not recolled 
HE. T ou may remember, 3 that 1 was l abuſed on. . 
1 "Teore of the 25 which I gave to a particular meaſure ? 
A. I received a letter from the country, complaining of your 
3 condud, and ftating that you had been bribed by Government 
10 gelen the' cauſe of Freedom. 
: Do you recollect a letter which I wrote foliciting a. ſub- \ 
ſcription for Sinclair, and a'diſtinQion which I took upon the 
| occaſion, between approving the conduct 15 a man in che firſt 
- Inftance, and aſſiſting him after wards in er. 3 ve 
believed his intentions to haye been good RE T 
Bs” eee diſtinction very well. ET. 
1 ou know I had always company to wupet on | Sunday : 
you you Fe enerall were preſent. At what hour did they comes. 
. was the converſation carried on? ; 
— The company came between two and fours 400 generally 
departed before nine. The converſation was perfectly; n 
and any friend of yours n brought. an einne 0 
be met along with him. 
Dic you erer bear me 75 that, il any troubles ſhould 
happen in the-Country, IexpeRted to become the firſt vicdim, | 
' . andthe reaſon. | allgned for-that opinion? | 
__ _ "2B T have heard wy _ — 4 reaſon which, 1 think, 
you afligned, was, that you had always oppoſed all „ 8 ' 
N * which vou conceived. to be whe e „ 
„ Yes. du were preſent at the Anniverſary Dinner on the ad. c 
3 08 et oo Dgiyou. recolle&t any thing that I 15 97 on that de- 
1 * 


„ was at the bottom of the room, and could. A diſtinAl 
© hear what you laid; but was told that * had made. an 


© . it very difficult. 0 3 admitted a Member of the 

| _ Society for Conſtitutional Information?; 8 

Pp 1 3 & Ven N ee 9 were "rejedted.” | 
F "Q Dia 
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Did I ſeem remarkably. * or er be, the 
bade of the Society? WET 
. You ſeemed rather eule n 
. Do you believe that what I profeſſed: avith! x Rey o 2 
Partamentary Reform, was merely a'pretext? 

A. I believe what you profeſſed to be your real een 
and that you wiſhed only to have a Reform in the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament upon the principles of the Revolution. 

* of you ever taken ints <uftody, and and upon what 
charge 

WY I was taken irito- . Euſtody by 4 warrant = the office 
of the Secretary of State, upon a "charge of treaſonable Prac- 
tices. S 
Q. Do you believe that the Society had any. btb object 
2 7 . 8 or that 22 ever mended 

rce 

de er. e IN Gta has; Op 1 ARTS 


"tek 
Wo” =; A” e Reform, Pk | 
Q. Do yourecolleR that the Society eter prin a spe 
| copies of one Paper TE OEMS 5 
ads No. er Wet e of 3 2 wh 
Q. Did not you conſtantly heat me defend the Eibl 
Fe = in Church and 2 * all b 28 
em N 4 — 
A. L certamly die. We 5 | 
. O. Whenl defended ahi Church EFQabliſhment, 4 you at 
dhe ame time conceive me to be a bigot to its ! 1 
A. I thought that you had no religion at . n 
Q You mean I gave no preference ? 3, Fo __ 
A. Yes. Tou read on all ſubjects, and Jefe PEE to 
judge for themſelves. © Tou were the conſtant advocate of 1 
N of ſentiment and freedom of belief. 5 
Lou do not conceive "that" 1 would have eat X little e 


iges drefling 8 4 10 6 


+ 
. 
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: 1 Certainly not. | Fu 1 


It was not underſtood as one of. the 1 at's our. 
Sy that any Member who entered it had 2 Tight, P be 
choſe, to knock down a bailiff or a eonſtable? 

Mr. Horne Toke was proceeding in this ludicrous Ate of | 

* interrogatory, when he was interrupted by the Judge as ex- 
2 the bounds to be permitted in examining evidence, 
8 with the eee wu | ougls to be NE, in 2 
a; N n r 
5 „„ 84 „ cen. 
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2 1 eximined as a Member of the Cant 


futional Society, but he was oat 155 Res which 


Mr. Garraw wiſhed to knew. 
Some other evidence was: adduced. of. papers, papers, particularly 
aine at 3 


N their caſe. 


EY 


hs * 


4 * aſt ſour in the afternoon, , Mr. e * 
t. Horne Tooke, and entered with ſuch Ay 
— into "he . as to excite e the e admiration — 


; 4 b ; > A ? 8 3 - \ » N 
* 4 mh 4 


0 „ When e the "FIR in which 1 8 


to addteſs vu, with that Wich Ins placed in a ſew days. 


the emotions: which A 
n into the earth, with 


ago in this place — when I reflect - 
then almoſt weighed and preſſed me 


tbeſe mhich at this moment, opproſſed a8 'Þ am with fatigue 


and illneſs, animate and ſupport me, I | 
dear myſelf, or how to ſhape my courſe, 4 


alone indeed, but ot ſupported dran excellent and learned F 


I ſtood up ee to deſend 5 katy 


who fits by me. 


[Some men buſy, at work, who diſturbed che Court, the / 


8 Chief Juſtice ſeat ut to 2 the noiſe. ! 


Mr. ee then (aids; that-the- interruption FORE bim 
an opportunity of. repeating . ſame ſentiment again con- 
ccrning Mr. Gibbs, who. e dear to him, aud then 5 
went on rhus. | 


. . 


& flood. here. 36 counſel f lor 4 hat 9 AY mechanic, oY 
known only to per 7 obſcure: like Mane and Þ had to 


epntend with w o man in England ever before had to 


contend with—T bad i to contend, in the ' firſt; Place, with the 


vaſt and extenfive authority and influence of che row of 


England; I will 0e after ene call i it the cruſhing 


Authority. e hgh; 


« I had to contend 1 the dear, full; 250 natural f i- 


15 tereſt which be ſubjects of- this — mult and ought o 


have 1 in the preſervation. of the chief e appointed 


to execute the lass. x CE, 
. © L-had to ftuggle with, e and benevolent 


intereſt, charteker el of Engliſhmen, for the - life of the 
. inte W DT. a _—_ we bo Rr and bo. 


ſuffers 


. 
5 


8 


N \ 
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ſuffers more than any of his ſubjetts, from the efiqrmous abuſeg- 
in the Government. 
« I had to ſtruggle with chis under cireumſtances peculiarly 
adverſe. Under an alarm propagated in part by honeſt; zeal 
and enthuſiaſm againſt the Societies, whoſe acts I am defend- 
ing but propagated under the deteſtable domineer of the 
loweſt and blackeſt hypocriſy, which ever degraded the hu-. 
man character. The community Ong party Logs parilx 
tempted, and partly duped to decry what had been formerly. 
upheld as,meritoriqus. s. 
e I had to fight with this, not in the face of an enlighten - 
ed, in an ordinary ſeaſon, but at a time when the face of the 
earth was drawn into conxulſions hen mighty revolutions 
were ſhaking the earth, when bad men were trembling for 
what ought to follow, and good men for what ought not. 
' When all the principles of aur free conſtitution, under the. 
impulſe of a deluſive gr wickedly infuſed terror, ſeemed to he 
trampled under oo. 
e But under all this preſſure I could have looked up for pro- 
tection under other. cireumſtances. I could, as repreſenting 
one of the people in a fearful extremity, have looked up to be 
Repreſentatiyes of the People; to that mighty Tribunal abo we 

all law, and the parent of all the protections which the; law 

affords to the ſubject I could have looked up to the Commons 


of England, to hold up its ſhield before the ſubjeQt againſt-the = 


But in this caſe, that ſhield of the ſubjeQ, I found. a 
ſharp and deſtroying ſword in the hand of the enemy, The 
protecting Commons was itſelf by corruption and infatustlon 
the aceuſer; inſtead of ſtanding up for the ſubject, it acted 
as an Old Bailey ſcholar to prepare the briefs for the Crown. 
The whole cauſe, had been read from the Keports of the Com- 
mons ; no original labours of theirs, but collected from the 
files of newſpapers, which every man had ſeen in every coffee- - 
houſe for years together. I had therefore to .contend apainſt 
an impeachment. without the juſtice of ſuch a proceeding, 


When a man, though a Commoner, is impeached, be is ſent + : | 


before the Lords for trial as a privilege, becauſe all the Com: 


mons are in law ſuppoſed to be pledged by the aceuſation of 
their repreſentatives, i 92 — I++ TY, Ni 11 | ; 
„ The Lords, therefore, as being agbalance | againſt. tho 
Commons, is the refuge. of an Engliſhman ſo impeached. 
But for this poor man there.was/narefuge. The Lords, 
themſelves, were joint accuſers; privatè Lords in office pre- 

iudged the cauſe, and inſolently dictated what jud we 
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pgs onphit to hive, MO RO WR, pronounce. 5 1 had, Nd 


is, to contend with an army of the moſt learned men in 
th profeſſion, "with all the weiphit and trapping of ſtation. 
© had to wade through matter, which not only no mind 
can inveſtigate,” or bodily ſtrength ſupport to ſtate, but to the 
utter diſgrace-and extinion of Englith criminal juſtice, which 
no'porter could carry on his ſhoulders. 
T had to contend with a caſe which the Judges 1 
to be ſo new; that they were obliged to try experiments upon 
tte legal Conſtitution to find a way of trying it. I think the 
_ adjournment legab though I wave 55 objections to its legality, 
nor am intereſted in this ridiculous caſe in gonſidering them. 
But in waving that objection for the preſent, I may add to 
che preſſures Lam enumerating, 'a judicial deciſton chat never 
exiſted before in this iſland'; fince upon no trial for life, the 
Evidence ever extended beyond the ordinary compaſs of trial 
without adjourument. When, in the teeth of all this, the 
defendant, Hardy, was not only acquitted, and his life ſaved, 
-bitthonourably and triumphantly'acquitted, with the univer- 
fal approbation of an enlightened people. It raiſes up a 
whirlwind of emotion in my mind, that nom but him who 
mies the whirlwind could: give utterance to ex refs. T9 
Nies idence, ever enn 188750 this 60 int. | be all the 
hotourand'praiſe. * Ee 
Gentlemen, this'view of the ſubject may be ſet ed to 
| _ the prejudices of a religious education, or to the warmth of 
4 mind naturally very Warm, it is enough for me that they are 
Views en ee can e r. er Which aner and feel 


0 9 : 

1 Wers is nee vibe in which every jobablient of 
; this inland miſt look at what has paſfed with one accord.” They 
muſt feel the ſtrength which the Conſtitution has acquired by 
the refuge it has in flying from the corrupt park of ity, to that 

which: remains in ſoundneſs and vigour.. 
ee It cannot but beget an affection for che law, which is the 
"ſource of all authority to government, and of all protection 
to the governed. It cannot but invite men to be contented and 
_ Happy. in the form of their government, while it ſtrengthens 
them in their efforts to preſerve its ſubſtance from ruin; and 
_ unleſs they who adminiſter the government are blind to every 
\- Intereſty arid dead to every ſenſe of honour, they will em- 
brace the opportunity of bringing back the people to their le- 
— homes, by giving them the ſolid ſatisfaftion which 
| from he pufe ädminiſtration of our own government, 
Which will ſecure the King's Throne, becauſe it eſtabliſhes 
the People's Rights. I have better opportunities of knowing 
885 5 man can have the effects a the late verdict, and I 
4 | know 
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nom that if the:conjunAure is rightly managed, it will po, 


/ fo 1 
. know that the late Jury are recorded throughout the 
land; as the deliyerers of the country, as the guardians of au- 
thority, by giving an example of its juſtice, and I ſhall think 
it a greater reward than any office which power can beſtow, 
to have been the humble inſtrument. in aſſiſting them to re- 
lem the nation from a reproach, which would have blaſted 


3 
. 
* 


- 


its honour and deſtroyed the ſecurity, - 


* bs : © 


„ Theſe are ſtrong words, and not very pleaſant to ſome | 
'vho muſt hear them, but they bring no _unpleaſanneſs to any 
SG Tring J Te in 
The cauſe has been conducted on the part of the Crown 
with juſtice and canddur. I haye no complaint to make of 
the law, thank God 1 have not. An Independent bar is 
another fold in the ſhield of the people's freedom 
Having made theſe preliminary obſervations; Mr. Erſkine, 
then came directly to the cauſe itſelf, He proceeded in defin- 
ing the crime as it ſtood in the indictment, the material parts 
of. whjch be me, and kin dern e principle, that there 
muſt be evidence of an intent to deppſe the King in the mind 
of. the party accuſed, before any act done, and then there 
mult be an overt act done, plainly: demonſtrating the intent. 

. He then defined the whole of the charge, and the law that 
applied to it, and maintained that there was nothing like a 
caſe made out againſt the priſoner, —There was nothing that 
had not been culled out of all the newſpapers. in the king 
dom, and of courſe what every body knew, an the Attorney 
General did not affect ta charge any body witch any offence 
whatever at that time. He then proceeded to take notice of. 
what, the Solicitor General had laid down 2s the Jaw. in this 
caſe, and refuted it, and he was perſuaded that learned gen, 
tlemati would, upon reflection, abandon, it, for if it wag the 
law, he had rather die now, While he was oppoling it, than 
live to the age of Mathuſalem under ſuch law. He then defined 
what was to be underſtood by compaſſing and imagining the 
death of the King, as alſo all the other acts declared by law to 
be treaſon, and maintained that no one act charged by the 
eyidence on the priſoner, amounted to any thing like it. 11 | 
what other people had ſaid in the abſence of Mr, Tooke,. ang 
many of the acts charged againſt him were of that nature, 
were to fix him with high treaſon, any one of the members 
of any one of theſe ſociẽties might alſo be convicted of high 
treaſon. Nay, Mr. Erſkine ſaid, he himſelf might be con- 
victed as having committed an act of treaſon againſt the 
Prince of Wales, although he had once the honour of being 
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his Attorney General and who, although he had ceaſed ta 


_ **He next went on to conſider the moti 
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would find, by evidence of the firſt men in the kingdom, in 


point of abilities and virtue, that a convention Was held in 


Guildhall; in the city of London, and in Weſtminſter, Where 


ü dclegates met and received the inſtructions of their conſti- 


tuents, and ey carried the reſolutions to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, as theſe perſons intended to do; and in one of them 
in particular, MX. Fox, although he: differed from the majo- 
rity of the meeting, with regard to | univerſal ſuffrage, yet 


t. Fox was under the neceſſity of complying with the. de- 


fires of the company, upon the neceſſity of a Paxſſamentary Re- 
form, and that good man might fairly be ſuppoſed to wiſh it; 
his arguments were numerous he Alledged that out of 513 
members, 306, à majority, were ſent to the Houſe of Com- 


mons by 102 individuals, and: on theſe points, all men had a 
right to deliberate: and to collect the opinion of the public, 


im order that the evil might fome time or other be remedied.. 
By profecutions for opinions it could never be removed, nor 
was that the way to uence. diſcontent; let the people know 
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that they are ſafe under the law, and let them underſtand to 
what law they are to look up for protection, and that they 
hall nat be enſnared into crimes, as from theſe. proſecutions 
it ſhould ſeem that was about to be the caſe 3 let but this ſyſ- 
tem be -avoided and nothing upon earth would ſhake the al- 
legiance of the people, for with them allegiance and protec - 
tion went hand in hand. He had ſaid that all mel proceed- 
ings of theſe ſocieties had gone on the Duke of Richmond's 
plan, it would therefore be. neceſſary to read ſome parts of 
that plan to the Jury; which, having done, he obſerved, that 
had this been read by Mr. Shelton as part of the ſpeech of Ci- 
tizen Yorke, or. of any of the refolutions of one of the ſo- 
cieties, then it mult have been called Treaſon by the lawyers 
for the Crown; the queſtion. then was, whether theſe men 
publiſhed with a good intention what the Duke of Richmond 
lanned with a good intention, or whether it was to be taken 
or granted, that they meant ill when they profeſſed well; and 
that, where there was not the ſmalleſt evidence of evil inten- 
tion. Againſt this doctrine Mr. Erſkine quoted the ſentiments 
of the Chief Juſtice himſelf in his charge to the Grand Jury. 
He obſerved alſo, it was curious that the counſel for the 
Crown ſhould fix on Mr. Tooke's guilt for the proceedings of. 
Chalk-Farm, as he was not there, nor even approved of their 
proceedings there, at the ſame time they knew that Mr. Lovat, 
the chairman of the meeting itſelf, was a perſon againſt whom 
the grand inqueſt had refuſed to return the bill. He thought 
it hard alſo that crimes ſhould be imputed to Mr. Tooke, for 
which Hardy had been tried and acquitted ;- if Mr. Tooke was 
guilty, Hardy muſt, be guilty on all the proceedings of theſe 
ſocieties z. nay, he might be a great deal more fo, and yet the 
Jury, after à long and painful inveſtigation of the caſe, had 
acquitted Hardy. God bleſs them! for long, long would 
their names be dear to every honeſt man in the kingdom for it. 
If there was not evidenee enough to convict Hardy, there was 
ſtill leſs to convict Mr. Tooke, for. it appeared on evidence 
for the Crown itſelf, that there was nothing in the charge 
againſt him; they had made out no caſe againſt him on which 


the Jury ſhould take away the life of a flea; it was ridiculous 


to call it a charge at all, there was nothing to be found in the 
Arabian Nights Entertainments, that had lefs to do with a 
criminal profecution for, High Treaſon, than the evidence had 
to do in explaining the guilt of Mr. Tooke, as charged in 
this indictment. Mr. Looke, who was charged with the guilt 
of the convention at Edinburgh, did not even agree it ſhiculd 
be held at all, and when Mr: Jobn Williams went to his houſe 
a Wimbledon, deſiring him to attend the ſociety, to * 

. . | the 
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1 delegates, he refuſed to * not that he thought TY! 
appointment illegal, but becauſe. he thought it uſeleſs, and for 
this he was called a ſpy and an ariſtocrat by the ſociety, and by 
the Crowti he was charged as being a republican who deferred 
to be hanged. He next proceeded to take notice of the pro- 
| ceedings: of he convention at Edinburgh ny” and maintained 
that from beginning to end, 2756 was not ing like any proba- 
bility: of heir entertaining oſtile attempts againſt the 
and powerful gortrament _— 8 iscountry. That a hun- 
Ired and thirty unarmed individuals, with ſomething! leſs than 
ten pounds in the fund, ſhould be able to withſtand the great 
ſtanding army of the kingdom, was a thing too ridiculous to 
be thought of. Some of the members of that convention bad 
been tried in Scotland, and of the legality of the proceedings 
'/ there, ſome of thoſe whom be thoüght the greateſt men in 
this country, were of opinion they were illegal, and he be⸗ 
| Heved the day would arrive when Parliament would declare 
tte judgments in theſe caſes to be reviſed. However, theſe 
— accuſations-in Scotland went no further tlian to charge theſe 
men with a miſdemeanour; and yet now, for the very ſame 
5 thing, the Jury were called upon to ſhed the blood of the ho- 
tonfable gentfieman at the bar; if one man was guilty of 
Treaſon upon this, they were all guilty ; all the members of 
all the ſocieties were ſo; how many tenants will the Miniſter 
hade in His hands upon this eaſe? But the truth Was, thank 
God; that none of them were guilty, and ſo it would ſoon 
appear? fot, it would be proved that Mer. Richter, now in 
Newgate upon this charge, had declared before He was taken 
5 2 and at a houſe of Mr. "Thelwall;: whom he was — 
| ſo to defend without fear of ſucceſs;' to a8 honourable a 
man as any living, Mr. George Rous, that they meant n- 
thing more by their intended conventioꝶ than to obtain à Par- 
| Hamentary Reform, and aſked his  opirtion en it, and if it 
ſhould appear adviſcable, they would not call the convention 
at all, and they never did actually agree to call that conven- 
tion ; and yet this was the great gunpowder magazine of all 
this Treaſon which: had alarmed us fo much en the ſtren 
of which the Palladium of Britiſh Liberty:was ſuſpended— 
he meant the Habeas Cotpus Act and it was for chis that 
men were to be hanged for High Treaſon: 
He proceeded then to take notice of the char re of approbai 
on of the works of Mr. Paine, as applied to theſe Societies, and 


particularly to Mr. Fooke:- The truth is that Mr. Tocke had 

over and over again declared his approbation of ſeveral parts of 
that bock, and as highly diſapproved of all that part which abuſ-* 
el Monarehy: The TREE: EEO? not a Pas „ 
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England. but for the appearanè of Mr. Burke's. book on the 
French Revolutiòn, to which it was an anfwer; and this fame 
Mr. Burke, who now ſeemed to“ inſiſt that every man ought - 
to be hanged who did not deteſt every thing Writer? by: Mr. 
Paine, had himſelf, and that after this country had declared war 
againſt America, Agreed with the ſentiments written by Mr. 
Paine, in a work called Common Senfe, from which the greater 
parts of the Rights of Man are taken. But it ſeemed that Mr. 


Tooke had entered into a OCT Paine, 
when he was under profecution for publiſhing this heck. The 


truth was not all known to the Jury upon that bufmeſs; In 


point of fact, Mr. Paine at this time was not à rich man; and 


after it was underſtood that he was to be profecutedy” there was 
à combination made againſt him that he fhould not be defended. 
Lat that time, faid Mr. Erſkine, was Attorney General to the 


Prince of Wales; T was told if I defended Mr. Paine? I ſhould 


loſe my place; I did defend him and I loſt my place. He argu=. * 
cd lit was from an idea of this combination, ſo odious in Eng- 
land, that Mr. Tooke ſupported and countenanced this ſubſcrĩip- 
tion, Mr. Erſkine having enforced theſe topics with wonderful 
energy, and aftet taking a general view of the impolicy of ſach- 
proſecutions as the preſent, at any time, and more particulafly 


at this time, and having read a beautiful quotation from Humes 


falſe plots, he came to the general character of his Client; Mr. 
Tooke, who was a man of great learnin 2 and cer- 
tainly not a friend to a plan of univerſal ſuffrage, but a firm 
friend to the true principles of the Conſtitution of 1 xn te 
prove which, Mr. Erſkine read Mr. Tooke's Spe: h at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern, on the firſt meeting in London to 


3 of England, on the manner of raiſing and ſupporting” 


celebrate the French Revolution, in which he Srgpoſed to te 


company to avoid all miſunderſtanding, to enter into g reſalug 
tion expreſſive of an attachment to che Conſtitution of this 
country, and that we had not the cauſe for a Revolution 
which France had, &c. _ He then deſired the Jury to hear 
Mr, Focke's letter to Lord Aſhburton, (Mr. Dunning) onthe. 
ſubject of Parliamentary Reform, a ſubje& on which that cele - 
Prated character was then engaged, © 
* {Here Mr. Gibbs read the letter.] „„ 
This letter to Lord Aſhburton, (late Mr. Dunning) jsknown 
to eyery political reader, in which-Mr, Tooke rated clearly his 
objections to all wild and unqualified ſchemes of Reform, and. 
ſuggeſts what in his idea would be ſufficient for al good pure 
poles. Would it be believed that he had conſpired to overthroiy 
_ tne Government of the country?-—The book Which had been 
juſt read would ſhew what were the Gentleman's ideas on the 
ſubject of Parliamentary Reform, How moderate and how 
n 3 | _ bounded 
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bounded his ideas were. Were they only a pretext for othes = 


and more violent objects? On the "contrary, he-would ſhew | 


preſent.in the Court, that from the year 1782. up to 1704, he 
had proceeded uniformly in the proſecution,of the ſame object. 


It will be proved that Mr. Francis, a Member of Parliament, 5 


the ſame meaſure of Reform, had ſhewn Mr. Tooke his plpn 
fo late 2 Wen of the year 1794, and that Mr. Tooke 
had faid, a fourch or à fifth part of what he ſuggeſted would ſa- 
tity him, Mr. Sharpe, who had been called ag a-witneſs for 
the Crown, had ſhewn the moderation of the Priſoner; and 
witneſs after witneſs, ſhould be brought to prove, that if ever 
there was a man anxious and ſolicitous to avoid all diſorder and 
. confuſion, it was the Priſoner ; and yet, Gentlemen of the jury, 
© you are called upon to conſider him as a Traitor—as anxious to 
- depole the King, and. to. compaſs his death, and, if you agree, 


who bad moſt honourably and uſefully turned his thoughts to, 


I I 


to their premiſes, to ſhed his blood ! I truſt him with perfect: 
confidence in your hands. I muſt conclude. by ſaying, that 
Me. Tooke has the utmoſt title to my praiſe, 55 ho manly,, - 
ſpirited, and dilinterefted rule of conduct which he has preſcrib- 
en for himſelt, and which, at his inſtance, we have purſued... I. 
Vas prepared to defend him in another way; I was prepared to 
fave; him om all the hazards of this trial, by ſhewing, that, 
however erroneous, or even criminal others might be, that this 
Gentleman was moſt perfectly clear from the imputations in the. 
_ Indietment.—1 was prepared to bring his bark clear through. 
the tempeſt, and to ſteer him een, into port : but, no! the 
generoſity ot his nature would nBt leave others to be toſt on the 
waves, When be was riding in ſafety; he inſiſted upon throw-- 
ing aut a rope, to ſave the more indiſereet adventurers with him. 
in the ſame voyage. I muſt applaud the ſentiment” of this he- 
roiſm, and heartily ſecond his virtuous intention, in ſhewing_ 
the innocence of his companions. Exchauſted with fatigue, 1 
mult conclude this cauſe as I begun the laſt, with praying that. 
_ God may enlighten your hearts, to give a true and faithful judg- 
ment in the cauſe, My heart is with the cauſe; and, I am ſure, . 
_ fo is the heart of every man who loves the Conſtitution of his 
Country. May your verdict make that Conſtitution more dear 
BO Oo Oo ne oo Rag re on We? 
It was then half paſt nine o clock. Adjourned to nine o'clock. 
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| THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1794. 


The Court met at ten, and proceeded to buſineſss. 
Major Cartwright was the Firſt witneſs called. on behalf f 
Mr. Tooke, and examined by Mr. Erſkine, He faid that he 
was one of the firſt members of the Conſtitutional Society; 
that their general object was a radical and fundamental reform; 
their principles of reform were founded on the plan of the Duke 
of Richmond. He could ſpeak more particularly ts that, be- 
cauſe he had the honour of acting with the Duke upon 
thoſe principles, and had continued affociated to carry that, 
plan into execution ever ſince. The ſociety wiſhed an ef- 
ſential reform in the Houſe of Commons, and would have 
been very glad to'have obtained any reform, though it fell ſhort 
ZZ.... 8 
He would have continued a member, though he might 
have had any reaſon to ſuppoſe that it was the intention of 
any man in the ſociety to overturn the conftitution, becauſe 
he ſhould have thought it his duty to ſtay in order to'coun- 
teract ſuch deſign, and to procure' the expulſion of ſuch mem- 
ber. He, however, had never ſeen any ſuch diſpoſition. He 
never heard even the moſt trivial mention of ſuch a deſign, 
He became acquainted with Mr. Tooke about x6 years lince, 
and had been very intimate with him from that time. Mr. 
Tooke always appeared to him fo be a ſteady and firm friend 
to the cauſe. of reform, both in public and private; but his 
ideas of reform fell ſhort of the Duke's; ſeveral diſputes 
had ariſen, he ſaid, between Mr. Tooke and himſelf in con- 
verſation upon the ſubject of reform; and that he always ap- 
peared to him to be the moſt invariable in his principles 
of any perſon he ever knew; he conſidered him as having 
made up his mind from ſtudy and deep reflection, and that 
his experience of men had, led him to his concluſions, and 
that he had too much good ſenſe to make it neceſſary for 
him haſtily to alter opinions which he had deliberately formed. 
He had never heard Mr. Tooke make uſe of any expreſſions 
in the ſlighteſt degree diſt eſpectful to the regal authority in 
this country, the conſtant tenor of his converſation was very 
much the reverſe. He always appeared to be a warm admi- 
rer of the regal and ariſtocratical branches of the conſtitu- 
tion; but conſidered a reform in the other branch as eſſentially. 
neceſſary. 1 8 1 ” Sing 535 „ afd15, oh He 
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ne believed. * bad not ſeen Mr. Tooke ſince the "7M 
WM the. year 1792; about that time he had: Teveral conver- 
ſations with him, and ſaw no variation whatever in his ſen- 
- Xienents. Ode diſpate he had with Mr. Tooke'was impreſſ- 


ed ſtrongly in his mind by an illuſtration . which that gon- 


8 po uſed on the ſubject; he faid, that when ſeveral per- 


# 


ons. travelled in a ſtage coach together, one might chooſe to 
alight at one ſtage, and another at a ſecond, while others 
wg. gs 2 20 further, ſo he, while travelling for the 
Purpoſe I EL 11 5 Chooſe to ſto SS. Hounſlow, others 

ight 85 $2 as. bar. * Windſor, ut he would ſtop at. 
Hou flaw: by 4 Tk 

Major * gad, he remembered. a letter from che 
9 Society to the Friends. of the People, dated 
April 27,.1792 ; Mr. Tooke, he was ſyre, did not write it. 
He believed the printed copy to be a true one; be. himſelf was 
chairman, and had Cabſcribed it. That letter was written as a, 
ſerious and ſolemn warning to the. F riends of tie People, not to 
2 too great confidence in the profeſſions, of the members of op- 

oſition as to Parliamentary reform, as the nation had frequent- 

found itſelf in an Srror, when it had placed confidence in 47 

ciated: members of parliament, for the recovery of the ri ights 
and liberties of the. people.” They did not mean this as a reflec- 
tion on any indi vidual, but as tie reſult of the, ! 
_ which the eien had ads on the ſubject. 

Noching, he faid, had been farted in the ſociety previous to 
che letter, that went further than a radical reform in the 
„ of Commons. He himſelf was then a member of 

| riends of the People, and ſtill continued to be ſo; and 
0 Conſtitutional Society certainly did not mean to ſignify. 
any thing different from what they expreſſed by the letter; 
| the Friends of the People well knew that he was a mem 
ber of the Conſtitutional Society, which latter ſociety never 
ye any cauſe to ſuſpect that they meant to ſubvert A con-. 
£ ello on the contrary, their object was to reſtore -it to 
its priſtine purity, and to e abliſh i its true principles. He had 
neyet heard any thing of force, arms, or violence, in the ſociety. 

Mr. Erſkine having finiſhed, Major Cartwright Was next 
examined by Mr. Toke. 

On this examination he depoſed. that he had had the ho- 
nour of. being called. the father of the Society for Conſti- 
\ tutional Information. - He recollected Mr. Tooke diſputing 
"with bim on what he conſidered as an axiom on the ſub- 
- je&X of reform, viz. the equal ſhare which every man ought. 


to have in the government. This axiom the Major believed 
be had taken from ys comma 3 he well remembered that 


„Mr. 


— 


* * J # - 


5 „ 3 
Mr. Tooke ſaid he thought that Locke did not bear him 
out in the concluſions he deduced from it, and farther, that 
he diſagreed with Mr. Locke's poſition, and that he thought 
both the Major and Mr. Locke very much miſtaken, The 
Major declined the diſpute, becauſe he did not feel himſelf 
ö ſuiciently. prepared to cope with a man of ſuch eminent ta- 
lents and learning. „ 
He r with Mr. Tooke on the ſubject of Paine's 
Works, who approved of only parts of them, but highly WE. © 
approyed of others. He had done the ſame alſo with re- 
ſpe to Mr. Locke, of whom alſo Mr. Tooke diſapproved 
in parts. He never heard Mr. Tooke praiſe a pure Demo- 
cracy, but had frequently known him diſpute very ſtrongly with 
eee . iS oioooE 
Mr. Tooke aſked, - whether if Mr. Muir, whoſe trial and 


. «& 


' ſhameful, puniſhment the witneſs had read, had done nothing 


elſe that was amiſs, except that for yhich he had been ſeq- 


tenced to 14 years tranſportation, whether in his judgment 
he. would have had a right to have. been admitted into the 
_ This was conſidered by the Court as an improper queſ- 
Eo Sree & ond ebohe - 1 
g Mr. Erſkine ſtated, that he wiſhed to read a letter which 
had been read in the laſt trial, but which would have much 
more force in the preſent. It was the letter which had 
been publiſhed by the Duke of Richmond, on the ſub- 
ject of parliamentary reform, The letter was accordingly 
Mr.  Erſtine was then proceeding to read as evidence a 
letter written by John Horne Tooke, to Lord Aſhburton, in 
1782, ſoon after Mr. Pitt's motion for a reform in the Houſe . 
of Commons, printed for J. Debrett, Piccadilly. This evir 
dence was objeCted to by the Attorney General, when a long 
and ingenious 'argument took place, as to the nature of the 
evidence to be admitted in a trial of this ſort, in which Mr. 
Erſkine and Mr. Gibbs argued ably for the priſoner, and the 
Attorney General for the proſecution, et ON TY 
The Chief Fuſtice decided that the letter ſhould be received 
as exculpatory, as jt was eyidence of the ſame' nature with 
that which had been brought by the counſel for the Crown, 
to proye the guilt of the priſoners. The letter was accord- 
ingly read. 85 188 A ne EL 
Major eee was again called to prove the original 
declaration of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, ſign- 
ed by Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, FO Sheridan,' &c. eee 


ds. Santi * n 
„ 2 * Wann - 


. 
The Chief Fufice—* Mr, Tooke, is your ſignature to this 
r > 
Mr. Tocke,—< God forbid, my Lords: that I ſhould ever 
have ſigned any thing ſo criminal. It goes much beyond 
259 length T could ever approve, both in point of ſentiment and 
JJ MA. :: „ 
No "The Chief Juſtice.—“ It cannot be admitted as evidence, 
Ms others have done cannot affect your guilt or inno- 
c Ice,” (4 p 5 wr 5 c : | 1 8 
Major Cartwright ſtated, in croſs- examination, that he be- 
lieved that there were in the ſociety ſome. bad men, but that 
he thought himſelf juſtified in co-operating with them, fo far 


as their endeavours. went to obtain that great end, which he had 
*himſelf in view, a parliamentary reform, F 
Ide Chief Fuſtice.——Mr. Cartwright, that may be a very 
Fincere declaration, but it is by no means a judicious one. 
"He who aſſociates with bad men, may be led to lengths of 


Which be is not aware in the firſt inſtance, 


Mr. Fox was then called, who depoſed, that he remembered 
to have ſeen Mr. Tooke at a meeting at the Thatched Houſe 
Tavern, he believed, in the year 1785, very foon after Mr, 
Pitt had brought forward his motion for a reform in par- 
| liament, What he was now able to ſtate of the particulars 


pf theſe tranſactions, was entirely from recollection, ſo that 
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certain, According to the beſt of his recollection, a meeting 
was at that time called in very looſe terms; the advertiſement 
was addreſſed to all the Friends of Reform, and, he believed, 
by Mr, Wyvill, Upon being aſked, whether any gentlemen 

Were appointed to attend that mobs from particular diſ- 
— faid that he only recollected the general purpoſe 
of the meeting. The object of the reſolutions that paſſed 
upon the occaſion, was to give an explicit approbation to 
the ſpecific plan. of reform that had been brought forward 
by Mr. Pitt. Upon being aſked whether Mr, Horne Tooke 


N a, motion propoſed in that meeting to give thanks 
to Mr. Pitt, for his conduct with reſpect to the queſtion of 

A 8 reform, he ſaid, that his recollection at this 
Aiſtance of time, went rather to the ſubſtance of what had 
paſſed at the meeting, than to the mode in which the pro- 


ceedings were conducted. Mr. Horne Tooke ſupported. the 
5 of the ſpecific plan of reform brought for- 
r. Pitt, which ſome other gentlemen who were pre- 


he could net bring them forward by any means as abſolutely 


ent, as well as himſelf, did not think fit to (wo. 
© 2s i | 3 25 1... ie fe 5 Crofe ; 
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EN: ag | Croſe-teaminted by the Attorney General. , 


2 Q. What was the ſpecific plan of reform brought forward 
# The words of the motion I do not recolle&, fo that L 
am only prepared to ſtate its ſubſtance : ſo far as I remem- 
ber, it was a general propoſition, that, if any boroughs, I 
cannot be exact as to the particular deſcription, were diſ- 
poſed to ſell their right to ſend members to parliament, theſe 
ſhould be purchaſed by the public; and that a right of election 
ſhould be given; either to the freeholders of counties at large, 


* 


Mr. Francis was next examined, who depoſed that he was 4 
member of the ſociety of the Friends of the People, that he 
intended to draw up à plan of reform to be ſubmitted to 
that ſociety, in conſequence of which he had occaſion to ſee 
Mr. Horne Tooke, at different times, in the courſe of the 
Summer, 1793. Though he had not been previouſly ac- 
quainted with him, yet knowing that he was a friend to' the 
cauſe of reform, and at the ſame time one of the moſt learned 
men of the age, particularly the beſt acquainted with all con- 
ſtitutional queſtions, he conſidered him as - the beſt perſon 
to whom he could apply on this occaſion. He laid before 
him the plan of a reform which he had drawn up, and ſub- 
mitted to him whether in the courſe of his remarks he had 
miſtated any thing. It was not his intention, by applying to 
Mr. Horne Toke; to diſcuſs with him the principles. upon 


which he founded his plan of reform, but merely to exa- 


mine whether he was correct in the references which he 
had made to authorities and ſtatements. For this purpoſe 
he called upon him three or four times, and availed himſelf 
of the information which he communicated to him on the ſub, - 
ject of a reform during theſe viſits. Mr. Horne Tooke aps 
_ peared to him to approve highly of his pla 
Q Do you not recollect that he ſaid, that though he greatly ß 
approved of your plan, yet if it could not be obtained, that. 
Jomething even ſhort of it would ſatisfy him? f 8 
A. I cannot be certain as to that expreſſioo n. 
Q Vour plan extended no farther than to a Reform in the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament 
A. It was confinedientirely to that object. 
Q. Did any thing that paſſed between you and Mr. Tooke 
lead you to think that he diſagreed with you with reſpect to the 


 Sonftitution ? | 
e 12 - A. Nothing 
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Af Noting a at any time fell from him, which could in- be 
| ſmalleſt degree induce me to form ſuch an opinion. 
Do you recollect whether: Mr. Tocke faid any thing 
& — 0g with reſpect to the convention chen held at Edin- 
ur 
* I recollect he told me that i at had been W to 9 to 
betome adelegate to that convention, and that he had poſitively 
refuſed; and that he was on that account. in great ee with 


* 


the Popular Societies. SS, | 7 


2 . 


* 


„ | Crofecexamined by the Hay FE 
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3 18 Did you know. that at the time Mr. Margarot and Mr. 
Hardy. waited upon you to requeſt that you would preſent their 
tition, that they were aſſociated members with the Society 

* Conflitutional Information ? 

A. No. I only underſtood that they were members of the 

opicty to which Mr. Hardy was ſecretary. 

Did you at that time know that Mr. Henne Tooke 

_ had 20" Hand” in. * the Lp 84 ee So- 

Cie = 

© No. | 

. You were a a of the Society of the F riends of 
the -ople, and muſt have known that they. had declined all 
correſpondence with the Society rob = Friends of the People. 

"Did you know that the letter ſign Lord John Ruſſel, de- 

clining that correſpondence, 7 icy ed in your Society 54 a 


: caſting vote? 
A. That was not the caſe ; that jetter paſſed by many votes. 


There was only one occaſion in the Society of the Friends of 
the People when the queſtion came to be decided by a caſting 
vote, and then the ſubject in diſcuſſion was of a FO} different 
nature. ; 

Mr. Toke aſked Mr. F. rancis, bebe l in ihe courſe of their 
converſations, they” had not D the principles: of re- 
form? 

A. In conſulting you it was not m intention to enter. upon 
any diſcuffion of that ſort, as I had already made up my mind 
with reſpect to the principle upon which 1 intended to found my 
plan of reform; ſuch a difcuſhon may __ however, occur- 
red'i in the courſe of our converſation. 

Do you not recollect how often you called upon me,—T 


think, at leaſt, about five or fix times ? 


* 


A. I cannot recollect what number of times, but I called 
upon you as often as 1 had occaſion to 2225 8 way in the 
3 * the 1793. e | 0 a 
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Pie 200 347, 1 
His Grace the Duke of Richmond examined by Mr. Toke. 


"He began with aſking if his Grace recollected a young! E 


man whom he had recommended to him. The Duke 
did not recollect him. Mr. Tooke mentioned that this young 
man had met with a diſappointment, that he had recommended 


him to his Grace in order to be appointed to ſome ſituation, 
and for this purpoſe called at the Ordnance Office, ſoon after 
his Grace was appointed to be Maſter General of the Office, — 


Still the Duke did not recollect the circumſtance. 


Q. Does not your Grace recollect giving me a letter. re- 
commending him to Lord Mulgrave ?—A. I have now ſome 


faint recollection of the buſines. 


Mr. Tooke.—T know that it is proper to conduct an exa- 
mination as generally as poſſible: but in this ſtate of recollect- 


ing, it will be neceſſary for me to come at once to the point, 
and to put my queſtions more plainly than I intended or could 


have wiſhed. 


Perhaps your Grace recollects that in a converſation, 


which paſſed between you and me, you did not approve of 


Mr. Pitt's plan of purchaſing the right of election to thoſe bo- 


roughs which the proprieto 


s might be diſpoſed to ſell ? 
A. I cannot be certain. 5 | | 


* 
— 


4 


_ Q. It may then be proper for me to bring ſome circumſtances 5 
that paſſed to your recollection.— Tour Grace objected to the 
expence which would be incurred to the public by carrying ſuck 


a plan into execution, when I remarked that this ohjection 
might be obviated, and a great expence ſaved, by giving peer- 
ages to ſuch proprietors of boroughs in lieu of the right of 


election, and inſtead of a hereditary ſeat in ohe houſe, com- 
promiſing with them by giving to them a hereditary ſeat in an- 


other. My reaſon for aſking this queſtion is, to. ſhew that I 


was defirous to point out the moſt peaceable way which.occure 


red to me of effecting this reform of Parliament ?—A, I can- 


not take upon me to recolle& any thing that paſſed in convyere 


fation at ſo diſtant a period. 


Q. Does your Grace recollect a Convention of Delegates. 


from Weilminſter, Middleſex, dernde Kc. Who met at the 
London Tavern, under the title of the Quintuple Alliance? 


A. I really have been preſent at many public meetings, and 


cannot recolleft whether that to which you allude might be 
held at the 1 hatched Houſe or the London Vavern, - + 

Q. Does your Grace recollect having ſaid at one of theſę 
meetings © That they ought not to reproach you or the other 


Gentlemen embarked in the cauſe for the want of ſucceſs in 


attaining the obje of a Parliamentary Reform, and that in 
order to be ſucceſsful, it was neceſflary that the People ſhoulg 


3 


x; 
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any ſuch fentiments. 


4 


FRET +: 
att for themſelves f A. I do not recollect that I expreſſed. 


Does your Grace recolle& that I at one of thoſe meet- 
ings flood for the ſpace of an hour amidſt hooting and hiſ- 
fing, and at laft ſucceeded in being heard? A. I have ſeen 
you engaged in a variety of altercations, but cannot recollect 
the particular occaſion to which you allude. - _ * 

Q. Your Grace was a member of the Society for Conſtitu- 


tional Information ?—A. Yes. 


Q Did you ever hear me upon any occaſion ſay any thi 
nen ? A. Never, „ Sas 8 » 

Q. Do you recollect that the Convention in which we were 
engaged for a Reform of Parliament, met with no preciſe ob- 
je&;, and afterwards parted without any thing being done, 
leaving the 'preciſe plan of Reform, as well as the mannet in 
which it was to be effected, to the honour and diſcretion of 
Mr. Pitt ?—A. I recollect that I recommended to the perſons 


- preſent at that meeting to withdraw their wiſhes for the imme- 
- -diate accompliſhment of a more extenſive plan of Reform, and 
to truſt to the effect of that more moderate plan which was 


to be brought forward by Mr. Pitt. 
Mr. Tocke.—lt is to be recollected that Mr. Pitt made two 


. motions one in 1782, for a Committee of Enquiry, the other 


in 1785, ſtating the ſpecific plan which he wiſhed to be 
Attorney General, —Your Grace ſtated that the meeting left 
the fpecific Plan of Reform to the diſcretion of Mr. Pitt, to 


be exerciſed in bringing forward the queſtion to Parliament, as 


a member of the Houſe of Commons? A. Undoubtedly. 
: %% — OT 
Mr. Tone wiſhed to have brought in evidence a letter 


written by Mr. Pitt, on the ſubject of a Reform of Parliament. 


The Chief Fuftice objected to this letter being brought in 
evidence, except the Priſoner could connect the Plan pro oſed 


by Mr. Pitt with that which had been adopted by himſelf. 


Mr. Tooke and Mr. Erſtine contended that it ought 


to be received as evidence, upon the ſame principle as the let · 


ter of the Duke of Richmond to Colonel Sharman. Mr. 
Tooke faid that the letter was not addreſſed to himſelf; and 


Mr. Erſkine, that he had not before ſeen it, and was entirely 
unacquainted with its contents. After ſome altercation on this 


point, the letter was ſhewn to Mr. Pitt, who ſaid, that from 


- the appearance of the letter, he could only judge to what de- 


ſeription ol Gentlemen it was addreffed; it appeared to have 


been written to ſome Gentlemen compoſing a Weſtminſter 


Committee, but at this diſtance of time he had no recollection 


/ 
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of the contents. He then ſtated, that he recollected a meet. 
ing of a number of perſons at the Thatched Houſe Tavern, 
about the middle of May, 1782. He could not recolle& with 
' certainty, but rather thought that the priſoner was preſent, 
At that meeting it was recommended to endeavour to obtain 
the ſenſe of the People on the queſtion of a Parliamentary Re- 
ton. | : 5 VVK 
Q. Was it recommended to obtain that ſenſe by pariſhes 
and diſtricts ?—A. I have no particular recollection as to that 
point. I remember that it was agreed by the meeting to re- 
commend to the People, during the ſummer, to petition Par- 
lament. _. 2 F . 
Mr. Tooke.—T intended to have aſked the Right Hon. 
Gentleman a great many more queſtions, bat, in conſequence - 
of the turn which the examination has taken, I ſhall proceed 
an lanes: - OD | I” 


* Croſi-examined by the Altorney General, 55 


Anerney General. —Mr. Pitt, did you hear in that meeting 
any talk of a Convention? Did it conſiſt of Delegates from 
different bodies of men, and connected with affiliated Societies? 
A. There were two different meetings. No idea of à 
Convention was ever ſtated in my preſen de. 
Q. Was it or was it not a Convention of Delegates from 
different bodies? A. I do not at this diſtance remember how - 
it was compoſed. I did not conceive that the members were 
authorized to act for any particular body, but that each was 4 
acting for himſelf; and in his own individual capacity. 
Mr. Erftine —Perhaps you may recollect that, at the pe- 
riod alluded to, a Petition to the Houſe of Commons was re- 
jected, becauſe it was conſidered as coming from perſons in a 
delegated capacity? A. No petition was eyer ſent from that 
meeting; I always underſtood that the members, who com- 
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- the ingdom. lle was himſelf, along with five or fix others, 


Delegates for Weſtminſter. They were appointed to act in 
concert with other Delegates, to correſpond with the Societies 


affociated to promote the object of Parliamentary Reform, and 


by all legal and conſtitutional means to, endeavour to intereſt 


the public mind to concur for the ſame purpoſe. They thought 
that the public opinion would ſo far influence Parliament, that 
they would ultimately gain their object, without which they 
had no hopes from the Houſe of Commons. Such as were 
friends to the object of Reform, confided the means by which 


it was to be obtained, to the diſcretion of their Delegates: + 
Q Was not this a thing as notorious as that I am now ſpeak- 


ing to you ?—A. It certainly was, for none of the Delegates 
_  figned a paper in which they did not ſtate that they were act- 
© Ing for others; and every Delegate muſt have known the ca- 


pacity in which he ſtood, becauſe he muſt have himſelf been 


appointed to that fituation. Horne Looke always affented to 
the general plan of Reform, and appeared not as a-critic who 
wiſhed merely to animadvert on the proceedings, but as a per- 

Tan who was really defirous to aſſiſt and co-operate in carrying 
the object into effect. The number of Delegates was very 
- conhiderable; there were ſeveral from the moſt populous coun- 


ties, ſuch as Yorkſhire, Devonſhire, -&c.- It was not their 
object merely to draw up a petition; they conſidered them- 


ſelves as delegated for à general purpoſe, and were of opi- 


nion, that unleſs a petition came ſrom the whole body of the 
people, it was perfectly frivolous and uſeleſs. They were met 


do collect the public opinion, certainly not by any thing like 
violence or force, but to produce that awe which the Houſe of 


Commons muſt ever ſeel for the public opinion, when expreſſed ; 


by the people in a great body. 
1 Ar. Sheridan examined by Mr. Tvole. : 


" aid he recollected having been preſent at a dinner at the 
Crown and Anchor, he believed in the year 1790, on the oc- 


cafion either of the taking of the Baſtile, or the acceptance of 


the Conſtitution by the King of France. On that. occaſion 
Mr. Sheridan made a motion to this effect: That the meeting 
rejoices in the eſtabliſhment and confirmation of Liberty in 
France, and contemplates with peculiar ſatisfaQtion, the una- 


nimity and good will ſubſiſting between the two countries at a 
time when they are ſo neceſſary, not-only for the-intereſts of 


both, but for the general welfare of mankind.“ This motior 


he made in concert with ſome reſpectable gentlemen of the 


Whig Club; who had agreed to attend the dinner, and who 
8 | 7-6 e e 


evolution, 


is cqutry, 


Speaking in a figurat 


| A Anners he compared 
Government to a veſſe 


l foul and orig which no Beba 


conſtitution are ſound !”, having before obſerved that ſome Re- 
form was.nece! ary., He. recollected the circumſtance. more 


e hiſſing and hooting, of ſome 


1 


Wa en to 8. U 
r, Tooke, — Does Mr. Sheridan recollect that at that meet- 


ing, I moved a reſolution. to the following purpoſe: „ That 


0 4 + 


Reroluti pad at all to mingle with it any queſtions rela- 


e 01 erly been. WT EW 3102 / EE Eon 
„The Solicitor General aſked at what time of the year, 1799, ; 
the meeting had taken place ?—A, I believe on the. 14th 


July. , . eren ad, 8 21 1 
T. Was you preſent at 6 Gimilay meeting in the year 1791 
„ OT To ee OS nn 

MOM Fr . „ „ K W= He 5 


4 


\ 
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- He was en crols-examitied as to'the different meetings th 
_ the ear 1780. 

Did theſe meetings propoſe to act only for thoſe who 
| depated them or for others? A. No "propefice fo abſurd 
ever enteted into their ideas as to pretend to act for thoſe who 
| had not deputed them. 

Q. Did any attend the mectings who were not Delegates ? 
| 1 I recollect the Duke of Portland once attending to give 
10d of ſomething that had been ſaid by Lord Hill. 
borough on the illegality of ſuch meetings, and that he was 
received on the ground of giving ſuch information. . 
3 you at that time in Parliament ?—A. I was not, 
the circumſtance of my having ſince been a Member of 
Parliament has not altered my opinion as to the neceſſity of 
Teforming it. 
He was then examined by the Chief juſtice, as to the dif. 
ferent places at which theſe meetings bad. been convened ; 


|  amony others he enumerated-that they in one inſtance aſſem- 


bled at Guildhall under the ſanction of the Lord Mayor, and 
that meetings had taken place at the, houſe of the Duke of 
Richmond in Privy Gardens. He was not preſent”, at the 
| meeting at the Thatched Houfe. _ 

Mr. Pitt; —T before conceived that T was examined only : 5 
to the meeting at the Thatched-houſe. I npw recolle& to 
have been at ſome meetings at the houſe of the Duke of Rich- 

mond at Privy Garden, where there were Preſent ſeverat Per 

ſons deputed from different counties. 
At this period of the eres: the I Lent for 
| ſome rexreſiment, * 715 


7. 7 FE * * — BY 


7. 


Ph ö Eur — examined. | 


He: aid, he renierhbujed having been neten and in the 
Chair, at a public meeting held at the Crown and. Anchor Ta- 
vern on 'the:. 14th of July, 1 96, one. year after the Baſtile 
had been pulled ech, Amd ed to celebrate the anniverſary 
of that glorious event. * Phe perſons preſent were relpectable. 

Mr. Sheridan was "there! On Mr. Sheridan's health being 

iven; he roſe to return thanks, and then propoſed a reſolu- 
tion, the ſame in fubſtance, and; his Lordſhip beliered, in 
words, as the Court had beard'ſtated. Mr. Tooke made ſome 

remarks upon it, which were not well receiyed. - "He faid he 
had been in the habit öf flattering women, but Would not 
flatter men. He was hiſſed.— He went on, however, ſpoke 
_ leſs reſpeckfully of the motion than his Lordſhip wiſhed, ad- 
7M wow Ye" in 'the" ye” of parry, and — * 
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of our own Conſtitution. He ſaid ſomething of its timbers being 
ſound, for which he was hifſed and hooted. His Lordſhip 
thought this was becauſe ſome thought he was calling the 
rotten Boroughs ſound timbers ; but his Lordſhip underſtood, 
him to ſpeak of the Conſtitution. There was a great difh- . 
culty in obtaining him a hearing, which his Lordſhip as 
Chairman, could not have effected, but by telling the com- 
pany to hear him firſt, and, if they diſapproved, hiſs him af-. 


terwards. ' In concluſion, to avoid mixing two ſubjects, Mr. 


Sheridan's motion was put and carried, and Mr. 'Tooke's. - 
amendment put in the form of a diſtin& reſolution, and car- 
ried. The ſubſtance of it was, that in this country we had 
no need of a fevolution, but only the amendment of ſome 
defets in our Conſtitution, according to its own principles, 
Being aſked if the company did not know that the Conſti-. 
tution of 1789 had been adopted in France? He faid the 
Conſtitution of 1789, as it was commonly called, was adopt- 
ed in 1789, and perfected in 1791, 1792. | The diſapproba- 
tion of. what Mr. Tooke ſaid, he thought came chiefly from 
people, (he meant no diſparagement), who called themſelves . 
Foxites, who thought ill of him for his conduct on a then, 
late election. He was .perſuaded that none of the company 
had any intention of ſubverting the Conſtitution. He was a . 


member of the Houſe of Commons during the latter part of © 


his father's life. He attended many meetings held on the 
ſubject of Parliamentary Reform. He was preſent at a meet- 

ing at the Duke of Richmond's houſe in Privy Garden, 
where he thought Mr, Tooke-was alſo preſent. He was pretty 
certain that Mr. Tooke was at the meeting at the Thatched 
Houſe Tavern in 1782, after Mr. Pitt's firſt motion for a 
Reform in Parliament had been negatived. He did not re- 

collect what part Mr. Tooke had in the proceedings, but the 
general purport was a recommendation to the people to meet 
during the ſummer, ,in order to give. weight to their claims 

for Parliamentary Reform. At the meeting at the Thatched 
Houſe in 1785, Mr. Pitt, the Duke of Richmond, Mr. 
Wyvill, Mr. Tooke, Sc. were preſent. The meeting was 
called at the inſtance of Mr. Wyvill, who was a warm friend 
to the plan propoſed in Parliament by Mr. Pitt, for applying 
a million of the public money to buy up the property of de- 
cayed Boroughs. Mr. Wyvill brought a detailed account of 


this plan, which he read, and recommended a reſolution ap- 


proving of it. Mr. Fox oppoſed it, and Mr, Tooke ſup-⸗ 
ported it. This meeting was not a Convention of delegates 
aQing for other perſons; but in 1790 and 1791, he had been 
in ſuch Convention with 8 Tooke. © He was not in mor: 
TE. e . ( 


0 
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: oft Kiente acquaintance with Mr. Tooke, but believed him, aft. 


ante for Parliamentary Reform on the princi les of, he. 
Coriſtitution, from what he knew of his public con- ey, 


"Attorney General. — Does your Lordſhip know 7 any.t ing of 0 


Mr. Tooke's conduct ſubſequent to 1790? 
A. T have not been aſked. 


Mt. Fyvill ſaid, he recollected the meeting at het Thatch: b 
ed Houſe Tavern in 1 78 9. It was called chiefly by his de fire, 


Vith a view to obtain a reſolution' a apptoving of SAIF plan pro: 


poſed by Mr. Pitt to the Houfe of mmons. This, Ke his ope - 
would uhite all the Friends of Reform in the Finggom, — . 
give weight to another . to Parham IA There 


were differences of opinion amon them, which he 
a Yeſohition would reconcile. He ex pefted 2 reate 2 
from the United, than from the gilüstt 0 voice 0 Fr People... 


ped: ſuch 


Mt. Tooke was thefe. The 'propofition moy Sy 4.2 in 4 be. 5 


ſtafice, that Mr. Pitt's plan, if carried into « would be 
a Tubſtantial improvement of the — 3 7 
ſphle, aud voted? in favour of it. He wes = Mr, Tocke 


Eis preſent at te” meeting of the Thatched Houſe in 1782. 


Thie 'obje&t of that” meeting was to animate. the People to 


bold meetings in their teſßective a to ſuppo rt 2 R 
fofm of Parliament with more Ge” 3 of chis 

- tefiour was carried unanimouſly. | He _- EY Vr. Tooke,, 

; but one at any private meeting. 

© Attorney General. — The . was to animate. the, People 

to petition an 

* 
2 Ide Reſolutions were reduced fo ring? 
AT They were. 


Q All you ſpeak to ane e to h a dan the . 


ni of 1786 ? | 
A.."Certainly, 


8⸗ 


* 
4 
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Mr. Macnamara ſaid, he . W 8 at . 


Club called the Conſtitutional Club, which was formed about 
the time of Lord John Townſhend's election for Weſtminſter. 
Mf. Tooke propoſed. certain Reſolutions, of which he took 


no memorandums, but conſidered as perfect i conſtitutional | 


and Loyal, and becoming a man firmly attac to the King 


and the Government, to make. This was in Nov, 1788. He 


did not know whether or not the Reſolutions were carried, * 


| becauſe he was not i in the room, when they were put to the 
vote but they were directly the reverſe of hoſtile to the 
| King, or to the Houle of Lords. 

Mr. Tote. Were the Member of the Club 0 abe! 


by any uniform 7 
55 tw A 
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'A. h blue. coat coat. withan-otange. cape; anda button with the: 

words King and Conflitutian.... . | 5 

Q Do you recollect any. of. the members 5.5 DTT 

. A...Mr... Tooke . was one of, the origins foundevte. 
Was Mr. Roſe a member ? | D 


| 7 Mr. Eb 1 od 
2 ee eee "BY | | 
F T ent Speaker of the Houſe of Commons? 
I. am:not. poſitive... | Han 
a Fr n tie | Campbell? | 


5 &. Land 
&. Yes. 
A. I Heliere be Was. | 

A. Dg you, na recollect * de tout of bon. 
mon, having been a. ſpeaker upon that occaſion ? 
A. L had, a part of the company in my care, among bm 
1 was - ee che glaſs, and did not n 


1 x, 


at was the Gr =o EY 
* A very great, number, I ſhould: think 3 a0 | 
: e witneſs went on to ftate, that he became ac quainted. 
with My, Tooke in 1788, on the occaſion of the Weſtminſter 
Election, in conſequence of the zeal he ſhewed for the Can- 
_ didate,, to whom the witneſs. gave his ſupport z that both then, 
and. during. the. debates. on. the. Regency, he. had frequent op- 
portunities of converſing with Mr. Tooke; and that he never 
met a public or private character, who he thought underſtood . 
the. Conſtitution better, or a man more attached to j it, as eſta» 
bliſhed in King, Lords and Commons. 
Attorney General. - Tou ſpeak only of the events in 1788] > 
A. The debates on the Regency were in 1789. 
Q. Tou have been principally abroad ſince that time? | 
A. I went abroad in October 1789. 
Q. Tou can then ſay JOS) as to the Priſoner's character 
lings 1 . 
A. Certainly not. Ws 5 
.. You have been abroad a good deal? e EOS 
bY Till about the middle of laſt June. 3 
Were ou in France? 


A. I was in Paris in October, 1789. My inden Was 8 it 


to go to the South of France; I went as far as Tours, and re- 
turned to Paris on account of the {tate of the country. 


A = | Bs 


3 1 1 to the 


2 
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Do: ou know any thing of addreſſes from tons in 
8 3 4 THe. Convention i mem 
| _ 1792, and what effect they produced? 5 
left Paris in Auguſt, 1792, and went to Switzerland, 
\T bogs knowledge of the Priſoner then, goes no farther, 
= 1789 
„ I had much converſation with him on ane ſubjects, 1 
I never knew a man from whom I received more information, 
2 man more loyal, or who would be more ready to ſhed his 


 _ blood in defence of the Conſtitution as eſtabliſhed in King, 


Lords, and Commons, although he always faid that there 
ought to be a Reform in the Houſe of Commons. 
r. Tooke, —Having been 2 deal abroad, do you FG 
that gr the er tgp in France, more thouſands of poor 
2 annually of putrid diſeaſes, in conſequence of aneh 
| food, ſince the Revolution, by war 5 70 h 
A. Only as matter of opinion. | ; 
Q. Do you know that before the Revolution, there uſed t to 
be numbers of cruel executions? _ | 
A. The Government of France was wad; and” SHER. 
man)  Ahchiog executions, perhaps of perſons who deſerved 
it thought the French either then or now remarkable 
„ 
8 ere theſe u 
FED the ere 85 = I - n 
Ber own knowledge, can o w at 
-*ſubfe equent'to October, 178 80. N * 
| Mr. Fielding faid, the reaſon of his attending the G 


| principally bis being Counſel for Lord Hood on the buſineſs bor 


the Weſtminſter Election. He ſaw nothing in the proceed- 
| ings that be would not have gone through with the fulleſt ap- 
* probation of heart. Mr. Tooke was then often of urgath 
which he attended as Counſe l. 
Mf. Tooke.—Do you recolle& a mode of Egnifyig our = g 
| 8 a meaſure e you 17 us 2 5 
E ice objected to the qu: jon as improper. 

Mr. Toke. be * - not, on your Scothuibnd 6d: Ni ſtand . 
up, join hands, and ſay we would ſtand or fall by one another, 
zs the Members of the Scots Convention are ſaid to have done? - 
After ſome debate, the anſwer was allowed to be given— 
« After ſome ſpeeches had been made, I attempted one too. 
I ſpoke of the abuſes of the Right of Election, which I then 


3 thought, and ſtill think, were great on that occaſion; 1 ex- 


” horted to 2 prompt de of thoſe abuſes; the company 
all ſtood up, Joined bands „ they would ſtand or fall *. 
3 x; © one © another 1 in 9 Ra | 5 


t 37 N 


gy . you ſee any thing treaſonable i in the Club CY ? 
A. Never. h 
Were you preſent whe! a letter was ACE RY from «x. 
A Revo ution Society, and one from the Whig Club? 
A. I Was. 
3 Do you recollect what Mr. Beauſoy'! laid on that oecabeh ? 
1 22 not exactly. 
This Chief Fuſtice—The hiſtory of this club i 8 foreign to the 
buſineſs before us. 
Mr. Take, —I know i it, my} Lord, but I * obliged to aſk 
queſtions that axe irrelevant in order to refreſh the memory 
of the Witneſs with reſpect to circumſtances that are Bor., 
Q. Db you recollect any reſolutions propoſed by me? 
. Ieannot charge my memory any farther than that you 


ſpoke. - * © 
7 ee rer know rothing of the Feiſs fince 
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A: No. 
* Mz. Took Pha — General Prey to all this 1s ques 
tion of ever * Wiktieſs, with'/a view of.i impteſh . the Jury wi 
an idea that I have no evidence to my conduct fubſequent e 
the „ e at which this charge of treaſon e . 
Tory Gentral.—It is a queſtion I have A right'tg* aſk, zelt 

might d to other queſtions. * © - e 
5 rd Frederick Campbell was at the Meeting, November 5th, 
1788, remembered ſome Refolutions being moved, but not᷑ thi 


D of them x z could not t recolle that he then fat by Lord 


Mr. Fake e jou not diſpleaſed at the Reſolutions bee 
: ing OI without having been firſt communicated | to you. 4 


c 


u 8 chat you fooke on the ſubj ect 
ſharp, 8 1 e very ſoftly ? 5 15 J * 


"S.+ 


| I do not. 
Q Could you recolle& ad nean. in bene, if 
Jon eh Tana them now read? CEE 5, 5 


Mr. 78 coke then dess ſome of the rea, but! big Lord: 
ſhip had, no recollection of them 
„Lord Camden being called: 1 
Mr. Tobe. — Tou ſee, my Lord, 1 am driven n one 
bad gle to another 0 | Hope? T have come 4 2 good one _ 
G alt; 


© Lord Cue recollofied dels preſent ks: the Reſolu- 1 


tions were propoſed, and Lord Frederick Campbell's. finding 
"ou that he was- not previouſly ad * not the ſub- 


— 


. * ſtance 


, { b. N : 1 


— 


Nani of them. He h a hep comin nothing 
| of 2 good Subject. On the Reſolutions bei 
5 2 he thought he remembered them. 

| Mr. Twig—Confger, my Lord, that the Club i is 2080 ” dif | 
. that you and I are Gill members of it, and that ac. 
wy ngtoghppreſent ſyltem, alt the treaſons with which Iam 
rged may be brought home bn you.. i Ute 
A dreneral. —Hare d weden v . 
—— 1788 E.. wy * M | 


. Tl The Club; neee. ae of 
hs + I do not know, VVV 
Mr. 8 45 remembered being at a meeting at ol ih, 
„ not know it was the Conſtitutional Club. - 
Mr. Teote.—Did you not wear the uniform of the * Fo the - 
S cape and the button on a blue COR: 
I do not recolle& I ever did. . 
„Not che button? . 
I do not tecollect the button. 
e Lerd Camden } * not the words Conti 
. 
* Se 
My. Beaufey did not 8. "EI 1 he bat. 
| tons o the orange cape.» He remembered ining in 2788, at 
a. mecting, whera:Ldrd Hood was in the Chair; and addteffing 
the meeting 15 41 ſu ject of eee Roby” 
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the Ranoln 14 870 5 
Me. ede en ou recolle& ef the' fubſlance-6f 
M. | 
pour ouch ay? "30H, - 64 $6.40 Hy Ver ek 
t is. M0999, e een 115 


f ur memory rv n nine 
. i my Hoſp hte; 5 by Pin 
e JUTE HN iP i 
Were not you; ones one et e lleadese armovy the Pin 
e e e e ſhe 1; en 
1 b nerer had the vanity D think (WV a Water. 1 # 


bor t the Diſſenters anale to the ſake Civil Nie a 
r in the Houſe of Commons for the 
2 2 Wn 4 

8 ng 
2 vf che Re- 


ang dar — Ralf 0s 923+ 
feqect a che;Meaing an the fübfes 1. | 
2 eee 


ali be HIS ff een, WITTY, 


. 1 3 communicating — reſolutions from you 
to Lord Hood, but not what they were. | 
Mr. Tooke then read fome of che reſolutions, which the 
0 Witneſs 3 he recollected.] | 


The General. Have you had an communication . 
with Mr. Tooke 4 „„ 


e ſince 1988 ? | 
A. My e eser, with him a on the occaſion Z 
of Lord 's.conteſt for Weſtminſter. - Since then; T haye 


5 ſeen him wn once in the ſtreet, and once at a coffeechoule;* 
Mr. Tuole. Was there never ſince a time when you — 
forry that, after all the money you had ſpent, and all your | 
Shs? faithful: ſervices to Mr. Pitt, he would not return your bo-)? 
This queſſion being objected to, Mr. Tocke faid, “ Mr. 
Be keas if king that I call him to ſyeak to my cha- 
rater and affecting to diſelaim my acquaintänce. I called- 
Mx. Beaufoy to ſpeak to facts which I d I did not think it poſſi- 
ble he goa Hr forgotten. At ſixty, I am not under the 
neceſſity of calling him to my character; but when an.infinu- | 
-  ationis * out to my diſadvantage,” I have a right to alk 
2 queſtion that may ſet all right.“ k 
After a ſhort altercation, the Aiorney Generalcalled on the > 
Court to protect the-witneſs. + a 
Mr. Taube. — As the Attorney General thinks himſelf bored 


to protect my witneſſes, I will not be ſo inhuman az to diſtreſs 72 


them. 1 will not preſs the queſtioen: 
Mr. Beauft . Before 1 go from this place, 1 beg” leeds 7 
to fay, that I haye no recollection of having made any Rr 
E any time, or in any place.” 85 
„Tate. Then he has forgotten it.“ 
: The Attorney General complained of this remark. after the 
witneſs had faid he did not ſay fo... . 
Mr. Tooke.-—« He ſays only that ke. Som not e b. "= 
1 am ſure that he cannot W anſwer my queſtion in te 
negative I will wager . .-.. . Mr. Teoke was ſtopt by the 
Court for uſiug an improper expreſſion, 9 or Wy ac. - 
1 e and aid 2 _ ay with N . 
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Mr. Thomas N evemined by Mr Erftine, 
| 4 that he is 3 Kaden at Law in the Inner Nee 
and a member of the 5geiety for Conſtitutional Information 8 

in London, and had been fo for two or three rs, and is a 
member of it ſtill.” He was acquainted with ew priſoner at 
the bar, and knew him in private as well as public life, hav- - 


4 wet. F438. FE ix. 532 1 


ing been ſeveral times in compan with him. Te aitended 
| ſometimes, and een be 1 e the e INSET. 
i 
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= with which he ſaid he was perfectly 3 Fae * | 
object was a Parliamentary Reform; at leaſt ſo he underſtood 
it; and that reform was nothing more than a reform in the 
Houſe of Commons; that was not only conſidered by him to 
be the ſole object, but alſo by the whole ſociety. He did not 
know the number of the ſociety at its firſt inſtitution; but he 
believed it to be about fourteen or fifteen. . From any thing 
that was tranſacted in the ſociety, he had no -reaſon to 
believe that the original profeſſed object was departed from; 
he undexſtood all their proceedings to be aimed ſolely to the 
object of a reform in the Houſe of Commons. He never heard 
any thing that led him to believe, or to ſuſpect, they ever de- 
parted, or intended to depart, from that object, if he had, he 
/ ſhould moſt certainly not have continued in the ſociety; it 
would have been contrary to his intereſt. - He had ſeen the 
priſoner at the ſociety. | He had heard the expreſſions he uſed 
upon the object of the ſociety, and they were in favour of the 
moparchy and the hereditary ariſtocracy of the kingdom, and 

; this appeared to the witneſs to. be the object of the: ſociety. 
He was, as he had already ſaid, a member of the ſociety, at 
the time of the meeting of the Convention held at Edinburgh. 
The witneſs diſapproved of the Convention held at Edinburgh, 
but he did not know enough of its proceedings, or of the 
members, to form a ſtrict opinion on their conduct; and he 
- objefted to the chooſing of a convention at all, becauſe he 
thought that their meaning might be miſtaken by the public. 
fi "There was nothing ſaid in the fociety that might Iead the con- 
vention to think that their object was in the ſlighteſt degree 
inal, or that might tend to favour the iqea of an attempt 
to ſubvert, the government. He remembered a propoſition 
being made, from the Correſponding Society, to the Society for 
. Conſtitutional, Information, for holding another convention. 
He. was in 725 laſk night and he heard the letter read from 
"= on Correſponding Society, f to the Society for Conſti- 
* I "pig Information , defiring then 10 appoint. members to 

eir - 
3 22 by abe 


hen this propoſitiofi was made and acced- 
_ preſent; wha. adop! elit, to be, a proceeding, of general con- 


: aſtiutional Society, it 45 underſtood by all 


cyrrence. for, applyi arliament ior arliamentary Re- 
e if — Wy 75 ir the object 195 Coenen So- , 
Fiety, and 8 uns ert od te be the 005 ject alſo of the London 
. r 3 * There was 52. debate upon the 
5 x Shs gt, recolle&t the” tenor of it; he did 


. 1 "1 eform. ny t ing elſe had been faid he 


not xecolled 0 * e 950 but on the ſubject of 
muſt have known it. they bad thought of propoſing 


the object ſtated in the indictment, he muſt have known it, 
N 


„„ 


for he muſt have collected the fact. He had no reaſon, now 
upon his oath, to believe they had any ſuch view, but was 

Perfectly affured of the contrary. He was preſent when the 

report of the committee was made after this appointment; 
there was a reſolution formed on the 11th of April, for the 
approbation of the London Correſponding Society. The ſub- 
ſtance of the reſolution was, That it appeared to the com- 
mittee very deſirable that a General Convention of the Friends 
of Liberty ſhould be called for the purpoſe of conſulting on 
a proper method of obtaining a full and a fair repreſentation. © 
of the people.“ It was impoſſible but that he muſt have 
known if any thing but this was intended in their ſociety.” 
Another reſolution was read to him to the following effect: 
4c That it appeared to the committee very deſirable that a ge- 
neral meeting of the Friends of Liberty be held for the pur- 
poſe of obtaining a Reform in Parliament.” He ſaid he re- 
collected there was a debate upon this ſubject in the ſociety, 
and the debate turned upon the word «© Convention.” It was 
ſaid that that word would probably miſlead the public mind, 
and that it might be ſuppoſed that the ſociety had an object + 
different from what they really had, which was really nothing 
more than a Parliamentary Reform: he took part in this Gif. 
_ cuſſion, and he objected to the word Convention for the rea- 
| ſons he had already given. He had not the ſlighteſt idea that 
any thing elſe was intended; after ſome diſcuſſion, therefore, 
the word „Convention,“ was omitted. Upon the expreſ- 
lions of all, and their demeanour, he was clearly convinced that 
nothing was intended but a Parliamentary Reform, 'and a full 
. repreſentation of the people. Some were in favour of Univerſal | 
_ Suffrage, but fifty times had he heard Mr. Tooke reprobate ® 
that idea. He never heard any enter into the ſubject with a 3 
view of endeavouring to touch the honour or the majeſty of the 
King, nor of the Houle of Lords, but he always underſtood 
the whole aim to be a Reform in the Houfe of Commons. 
No man appeared to him to fay any thing that was ünconſti- 
tutional; and he thought it impoſſible for any propoſal to em- 

5 ploy force could be made without his being acquainted with 
it. He never heard of arms; it was never debated of propoſ- 
ed, in the different votes of” approbation of the liberty of 

France, to put down the liberty of this country. He had no 
reaſon. to belieye that the five perſons deputed by their ſociety 
to meet the fix on tlie part of the London Correſpondipg So- 
_ ciety, had ny idea pf changing the object for which they were 
deputed. The committee conſiſted of Mr. Joyce, Mr: Sharp, 
Mx. Bonney, Mr. Pearſon, and Mr. Wardel: he was well ac- 
e wt e eee 
"mm | HR een ren 6 e e e im; 


* 


4. e e idea for a moment. 5 


E 1 


| kia he had always. found him, like all he knew. of the reſt 


of the ſociety, a friend to a Reform in the Houſe of Commons. 
He knew Mr. Sharp too, and had frequently heard his ſenti- 
ments, which were. to the ſame effect. He had feen Mr. Bon- 
ney alſo ſeveral times, and he never was acquainted with a 
man of purer principles; he was remarkably ſo; he had the 


N in the PL of a very peaceable man and loyal 


1 „He knew Mr. Pearſon alſo, and he had no reaſon 

lieve that he differed from the reſt of the ſociety. Mr. 
Wardel he had ſeen only two or three times, and t eh 
he did not know much of him. He believed that theſe gen- 
tlemen after their appointment, urſued their object e of a 2 
liamentary Reform in the ub, of Commons. If a conſpi- 
racy had exiſted amongſt thoſe perſons, he moſt en 
ſhould have known 185 from 182 character be could 2 

. eee by the Avia, 

ON to be ill a little ter * 1 
of hich he had given 8 Ke, he was afterwards 
ſelllom preſent, and therefore affprded, very little further infor- 
mation. He admitted, however, that the ſociety thanked 
Mr. Barlow and Mr. Paine . their works. 
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900 | Colonel Az AG My. Doole, 

| Said;he bad been in the ſervice df the Nench; 70 kis 
commull bythe late King vf Ftance on the r8th 
of July.1.792.3:that he-quirtedabat ſefvicewhen he heard that 
his, country: Vatlikely/totbolinvolvediin% Wär with France,” 
which was. Hie:23&)o6Detemnberzily 92. He knew very 
well chat his Friands in this country appreved bf his h 
t ee no, garmtu? nofielts ““ » 
ed hsm;>whetherrafter he returned, A een 
; ho and received a feprozeh% 11 Ine a e. 

did. 
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#aorfinog utwokxt;) 20d Hel is che Kin wy 
= i Nel. n bosigs odw yargqmo di 2194 n 
The Chief, fubier id, t nordhe/wahpd of Hg WAS Evie" 
, dence. _. 
Mr. Toke ſaidy finee here had bern do much difference of 
opinion Abet, evidence ke, wiithed>ebllearn frbm che René 
_ what t Wag Evidence, At 24 bei 24 avadw badts gar) on 224 
The Cd ¶uſtice Bid, that the candu&-df:qht erte 4 


now upon examination, whether he acted right] woghy, 
or whether it was,approyett eee eds woke points 
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any thing i in that conduct to affect Mr. Tooke, then the era- | 
mination would be proper, but not otherwiſe. | | 
| Mr. Toke ſaid, that his object by this examination was, to 
open a way to ſhew that his approving of the ſending ſome 
ſhoes to France was diſtorted by an honeſt intention, and it 
| was to be recollected, that he was accuſed of a crime in fub- 
ſer ding to the aſſiſtance of people in France about this time. 
Chief” Fuſtice (aid, that if he pointed it to ſhew at w Fry 
tine the war commenced, in order to ſhew he had noi ſharg im 
intending aſſiſtance to the French after that time, it would, be 
proper evidence, becauſe his caſe might in ſome. meiſurs,þe. 
implicated in that queſtion; but how this gentleman .was 
received on his return, whether his conduct Was; approved. | 
or not; had nothing to do with the queſtion, before the Court, 
Mr. Toke ſaid, he meant by this evidence to ſhew what wWas 
the opinon of the miniſter at this time with regard to an Eng- 
liſhman aſſiſting the French; as this gentleman had done — 
he thought that the reception he met with at court would | 
evidence to ſhew that: but; if he was not a 1 ce 
accuſed of aſſiſting the French, to ſhew what any body elſe 
had done, and how he was revived . rds, he could nor. 
W e * e 4 þ 5 . 
TE ow i 1. Das WOIT.; 
Mr. Maxwell, examined by Mr. Erſkine, 
8 8800 he knew Mr. Tooke intimately'; he had been ac- 
quainted with him even ſince the year 1782—viſited Mins fe. | 
quently, and dined with him had ani dppuytunity f bel 
_ intimately acquainted with his political n which 
Tooke had-imparted to, eee mr gy 50 
2 highly of the ſyſtem af Utiverſals Suftth OE 
Mr. Tooke ſaying once, at: his Houſe lat i N 
t 4 


Jon. the converſation turning on rn, 
he ſhould ſtand candidate for one:of:tbe cloſt e 
are called ; and, if heg did not ſuicrerii hes . 
7 gn ra Nane to have an opportunity oÞie 
ſyſtem, a Boroughsmongersito:th 120 | 
were 5 in ron who agreed ws 85 .kim, an profe d 
ot ingentionss Mg Walker of Mancheſter ano > | 
220 5! 
{. 1.151 Graſtexaminedi bythe Hen Oe N 1M | 
lie aſked: if he war II O ctar Maxwell 2 He anfwefed he 
was not. Being aſked where he lived, he Lia he. deten Moti ha 
Linlithgow:in North-Bitaiw; that be genievally' dame to town 
in the winter. viilgi bos of 111 %% QUIONSAUTEES. Oh e 
Mr. Teoke,—As: you» are moth Docter Matwell, wliat trade 
are you of? or ſare yu erk; to any bung ſervaiit to aby body, 
or do . 3 * of To own ? 


A 1 


Fo 
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4 I have ſervants of my own. 


Mr. 3 examined by Mr. Eg | 
88 he knew Mr. Tooke, and that he Was Ten to the 
onarchy a and to the ariſtocracy « of the gon, ; 


: hn Harwood, examined by Mr: Bodi, 
Sobre that he is an officer in the army, Captain in the 
| 19th Regiment of Dragoons; he had 3 Me. Tooke near- 
- ly: for fix years; in conſequence of an introduction of his 

uncle, who frequently alſo viſited Mr. pry wt The witneſs 
and his uncle viſited him from day to he had continually 
converſed with Mr. Tooke on political 1 diet, and was able 
to inform the Jury, that Mr. Tonoke' had the higheſt venera- 
tion for the government of this country, as it confiſted of 
King, Lords, and Commons; he had heard Mr. Tooke ſay 
there was a great number of Borough-mongers-in this country, 
who ought to be aſhamed of themſelves, and by continue] ap- 
plications made to Parliament about them, they. would be 
aſhamed of themſelves. He made one day after dinner at his 
own houſe at Wimbledon, a propoſal to ſtand at the General 
EleQtion for one of the Rotten Boroughs, and if they did not 
ſucceed, to petition Parliament, and expoſe the Boroughs, ſo 
as to make the holders of them aſhamed of themſelves. The 
witneſs, — and Mr. e E er | 


10 it. 


| * by the * Geneval,. | 
e faid/ be was a member of the Conſticutional. a 
and remembered that ſociety. voting thanks to Barlow and 

Froſt, for PIE an a to e apf cn e pe | 
of F yall Te, 2323 | 


Mr. Girge Bos was called; ; buds as s his evidence m_ ant 
: to the opinion of the Friends of the People on the proceedings 
of the Conſtitutional Society, and of the declarations in their 
_ own favour, of ſome of the parties now in confinement for 
High Treaſon; the priſoner could not have the benefit of Mr. 
Rous's teſtimony, the (et: e e decided ee to 
= Low race evidence. . E332 Hot Fo APMESSES 2402 5 

„ . 1 11 1 10 TW 41 * 4 

4 The Bj hop of Gloucefter examined by de. Toke: ee 
Hos N have you been any er r wt 


5 5 75 Lord ? | 3 
= ? A. Forty years. 505 


= Was that acquaintance, 1 vr 7 Lord, » light, or e confi 
dental e??? EE 
A. Very 


„ 
A. very confidential indeed for many years. 1 
Q. Does your Lordſhip recollect knowing me at the Uni- 
verlity of Cambridge. L believe we were together there? 
„ 


Do vou remember my rd, any circumſtances rafoodt= 
ing being refuled the 8 of Maſter * A. at ol 


"= 91 do recollect that you. was oppoſed... 


your: Lordſhip recolle& any other perſon being 
2 and is it not ſuch a degree as would be gn 5 


* ? 
uſtice —For the honour: of Univer this 
queſtion The Chig Fic — put in this ſhape. _ ay 257 5 a 
Mr. Toke. —I mean no reproach upon the Vniverkity. „ "I 
The Chi office: No, I do not ſay you mean any aſl 
tion, I only ay it an neceſſary to put a queſtian in that 


"Mr. Tooke,—Does : your Lordſhip think that the oppolitian. 
I met with, aroſe from the immorality, the ignorance, or 
known. inſufficiency or defect in my character in life?? 

A. I underſtood the oppoſition to originate: entirely from 
ſome letters which were. publiſhed in the public papers, ſaid 
to be written by you to Mr. Wilkes, and publiſhed as ſuch. 

Does your Lordſhip recollect that Lord Mountford _ 

an active part againſt me upon that occaſion? 5 

A. Ido. 5 

Q. Does your Lordſhip recollect, that in conſequence of 


that oppoſition, a very minute and ſtrict enquiry was made 
into my character at Univerſity, and that I called for every 
e to be exhibited againſt my character Y! n)· 


TY A. I have an imperfe& recollection of that kind. 
2. Did they produce any thing pron en me? 
A. They did not. en la- he . * 317 
QQ ir poſſible, in y6uriopinioe; my: Lord; that duri 
my ſtay there, any well-founded. charge could he laid againſt 
me with regard to my morality and general character? ö 
A. I certainly thought at the time no ſuch © en was 
brought againſt giving you your: degreg,/and, the 1 
my vote for your receiving your degree. 
EI believe your Lordſhip was _ Tucor, and Public 
Orator at the Univerſuy ? 
A. I was at that time Public *Grator, be was, 1 believe, i in 
the 502 1771, or 1772. | 
W beg to know whether it is not your Lordſhip's opinion 
that. I was then, as I am now, in point of n ſenti- 


ments? 


A. 1 


ob. 


K 3G ] 


A. I never how, you vary. in your political ſentiments. in 


my judgment. 
Q. Have we talked freely and ——_ together very 


A "often? | 
She A. Certainly. 


Did 1 n own 
1 ON. that I was comering to hn: * the LES 
ments of the ſtate, civil or religipusT” ONES 
Ao; dab fe 
- «Gp Can your Lordſhip ſay, you are not pla from the 
urſe of my life, that it ny been diligent = tolerably ſtu- 
dious? 


A. Very ſtudious; more ſo than that of moſt men, certainly 
more than that of many. 
Does your Lordſhip recolle&t when I was at the Univer- 
£3 fity, aſſiſting me with books there? 
3 ks that were no here eile to has bad; 1 be 
heve. they were very raluable books, they came from the Bod- 


 teian Library, at Oxford. 


| E _ venting new words, and new meanings to words * 


Q. Does your Lordſhip ſuppoſe that I was more | 
in depoſing the King, and overturning the State, than 2 in- 

A. I know you have been very much employed in the lat- 
ter, * pm: no "reaſon-! _ dare you: ever "wwe in "the 

former. | | 3 * 


nach . Croſe-examined by the Attorney "EY 
3 Does your Lordſhip know any thing of che 5 
: Correſponding. Society, or the eren ere for ow 
laſt three years? 4 : 
Mr. Tocke.—1 think, my a 8 Attorney General 0 1. | 
are now upon a level. There certainly is as-muchi' indecoram 
in the Attorney General aſking the Biſhop. of Glouceſter what 
he knows of Political Societies, as im my aſking- a Member of 


* Parliament, whether the ane had refuſed tg ware 1 2 


bow with e 5 ag 
Ihe Chirf Fuftice— ere > certainly is no trick irregulari | 
in this queſtion; but I cannot help ſaying,” it does not katy 
tome neceſſarx to alk ſuch a queſtion of the EE of W 
8 
The. Attorney Gee What i is coi; ina Court of JuC- 
tice ſhould: ae Brom the Biſhop of Glouceſter as well as wy 
cothber man. 
Here the evidence for the defence cloſed, and! it MER. now 
8 dine s clock, the Court adjourned bl ten 0 clock next day. | 
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2 obſervations! to be made on it, but if not; nothing ought co 


Old Bailey were, gg. 
. Mr. Shelton i that was not. 
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The Court met at ten o clock. e 4 
Mr. Gibbs was eeding” to'addreſs the Jury. u hey 
The Chief Fuftice obſerved, that in the opening of the 62 „ 


fence a reat deal of ſiiels Was laid upon the acquittal of 
Mr. Hardy; he muſt now apprize the parties that it would 
not be pofli ible to hear again any thin ng upon that" circumſtance, 
unleſs the acquittal. was made evidence in cburt upon this 


trial; no mention ought to have been made of it at all, unleſs 


it 150 been intended to make it evidence; the Gourt there - 
fore would not permit it to be mentioned again, umleſs the 
a cqultenl was made matter of - evidence; it was not pro- : 
duced in evidence yet, and he underſtood that the caſe or 
the part of the defendant was cloſed,” as far as regarded evi- 
dence! This he only took notice of that the gentleman at the 
bar and his | counſel might be apprized of the ſituation they 
were in? if it was made evidence, the Court would allow 


have been _ upon it originally nor cou anything de made | 

of it now.” 1 9 oven #12 4 48 tf IT 4 | 
Ir, Eee ſaid iw ode impoflible ber :therpriſouer bs Eno 

chat judgment the Court would pronounce of the nature of 2 


evidence: until he heard that judgment. It was clear from 
what paſſed: before the Court laſt n might, that his client was 


ready” co reiy on th6levidence he had already offered, be- 
nr bg rouge that wy had wag errd ſufficĩient 


40 | | 
ſaid to have 1 had been declared innocent un the 


retord Ts Hur hen apprehended. tere would be- 


peſt te videmce bſuthis / ]e ly; the 
5 e FLY a Ws rad, tho eng, Bed 


was not form e l 9 . 


he underibood that the reconds. ad tlie | 
purpaſe for which they were 
wanted on the moment the 9 ict was recorded, and he aſked: 


The Chief Habe 


ww. 


— : 


| =, alid that it might be 


1 1 * 
Mr. Shelton Py? in the affirmative. * 
Ute Gibbs then ſubmitted that record to be evidence in this 
e 
Mr. Tooke ſaid that he had concluded his evidence laſt night 
t his own accord, and that if he had omitted this piece of 
*formali ty, his Counfel were not 'to blame ; he thovght from 
the whole complexion of the e he ought not to bring any 
© more evidence. 
_ The 3 General conſented to wave any objection that 
| | d in point of form upon this matter. 
- Mr. 3 ine ſaid, he, on behalf of Mr. Tooke, left it en- 
ES Laid, the ittal of Hardy migh be 
he Chief Fuftice acqui r t 
© talked of in a general way, and might be, and probably would 
de, thought of, by ſome who might think too much of it, as 
the deciſion it * to have on _—_ caſes, and this was 
ys the . cafe when evidence was opened or ſtated, and 
1 5 not brought forward; — rdy had been ac- 
2 was publicly. known, and therefore to aſk men to 
it entirely out of their recollection, was aſking men to 
o What was not in their power, hut the Court would 
Wh Allow any thing to be faid of it in this trial, unleſs it 


1 as made evidence regularly in the cauſe; if proved in a re- 


| way in this cauſe, then it would be evidence in fa- 
5 ou: of t e defendant; as für as that acquittal would go, that 
Id lead into the evidence that had been given in this cauſe, 

* have tended to fix Hardy wich the conſpiraey, 


5 which there was a good deal ieh tended to that point, 


"would-be ms to go to the Jury in favour of the defen- 
ts it Was for that re and in order that the true 
ing of that point oy be brought about, he mentioned 

n how far this cireurmiance might 


"wy found fairly to + one 


he record of the uin of Hardy vas then abnitted by 


= Attorney General. 

Mr. Gibbs then”? nf PEE to addrefs the Jury on behalf of 
"Mr. Tooke. It on now, he faid, become his duty to ob- 
"1"fexve to un 51 ide cafe, which the Coumſel in ſupport of 


Laßt by wy 3 15 al 7 2% gut on the part of the -proſecution 


bat the bar, and in ortler to make the 


#18 
—_ Vfthe Caſt intelli 5 the better way would be 


2 Hate he las 4 "applica facts charged in the 


indictment beter them, than theo" 6: facts were which were 


575 V7 * ab then to find out how the law dere to theſe 


facts. Wich regard to the crime charged, they could not 
nad it from better Re than from the authority 8 the 
ourt 


a . 
Court itfelf, and expreſſed in the caption of the indictment 
itſelf; their Lordſhips, by the commiſhon under the autho- 
rity of which they fat, to hear and determine upon High 
Freaſon, which. was ſtated to be compaſſing and imagini 
the death of our Lord the King, that was the only part 00 
the authority of the Court itſelf, and therefore the only queſ- 
tion for the Jury to conſider would be, whether the gentle- 
man at the bar had compaſſed or imagined the King's death, 
for that was the only ſpecies of Treaſon applicable to the 
ſtatement on the record, and ſubmitted to the juriſdiction and 
authority of this Court; and whatever Mr. Horne Tooke 
might have been guilty of, if it ſo happened, any where elſe, 
or in any other manner than as thus ſtated, he could not be 
tried for it in this Court, nor under this indictment. The 
firſt then to be conſidered was the Treaſon ſtated or com- p 
plained, . and then the overt-afts by which, on the part of x 
the Crown, it was inſiſted that this was Treaſon; Phe 
charge in part of the indictment. was, that the priſoner, 
with ſeveral others, had compaſſed to bring our Lord the 
King to death, and he would ſay that this was the only of 
material charge in the indictment; if every thing elſe, bz 
way of charge, had been omitted in the indictment, it wouk 
have been as good as it was now, with all the other ge- 
_ neral charges, and if that ſingle charge had been omitted, 
the indictment would have been bad; therefore, in the whole 
view. of the cafe, the only charge againſt Mr, Teoke was, 
that he had compaſted and imagined the death of the King; 


but the indictment alſo charged the means by which be 
had done this, and for that purpoſe ſpecified ſome "overts 
acts. The overt-acts had been ſtated to be done to bring 
the intention to effect, which was compaſſing the Kidg's 
Ml death, and then it was alledged that Mr. Tooke did this at 
charged againſt him; if this part of applying the act as ei- 
dence. of the intention had been omitted, the indictment 
would ſtill have been bad. The Jury would therefore fee 
that they firſt had to try the exiſtence of theſe acts, and. 
if they Wund an affirmative upon that point, then the ten- 
dency of ſuch acts. The acts. themſelves charged againſt 
the priſoner were, that he agreed with others to procure and 
cauſe to be held a Convention of the People, to act ainſt 
the government of the country, and to depoſe the Kit: 


there were other counts, but he took the meaning of the 4 
charge as it was in ſubſtance, that the priſoner had compaſſed - 
. the death of the King, and in furtherance of that view, had | 
dune acts ultimately . produce his dest. 
. e eee "FR * X . F Theſe {. 4 


Theſe were the acts ſtated to be Treaſon. in the indict 
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ment; the queſtions for the Jury to try would be, Whether 


the ſtatement of the. acts be true; and if ſo, Whether they 
were done with the deſign imputed to the defendant? Hav- 


| ing. ſaid this, he ſhould now ſtate to the Jury the law, and 
_ conſequently the authority under vrhich the Court had power 


ts decide upon the matter before them. The authority was 


that of the 25th of Edward III. from the very recital. of 
the cauſe of paſſing the act, it appeared that Treaſon: before 
that time had been undefined by law, in conſequence of 
which, looſe, vague, and arbitrary determinations: of Judges 
decided on the lives of all ſubjects charged with High Trea- 
fon, fo that no man knew when he was ſafe under fuch law; 
it was a conſideration of this that made our anceſtors enact 
- the ftatute, and by this ſtatute, there was no conſtruction 
whatever to be put upon the meaning, but the act expreſſed 
- preciſely what ſhould be the law. After this, no conſtruc- 
wp of Judges was to determine upon ;T reaſon; every man 
had proper information given to him, and might know what the 
law: was; formerly men were bound to look up to the opi- 
nion of Judges, and receive their authority as the law of 
Tteaſon; but now we had a higher authority to look to, the 
authority of the law itſelf,” and what had formerly been mat- 
ter of law in the breaft of the Judge, became now a matter 
of fact in the breaſt of the Jury. The makers of this ex- 
dellent ſtatute, aware how difficult it was to guard a de- 
ee againſt proſecution for Treaſon on the arbitrary con- 
ruQions of Judges, expreſsly prohibited the Judges from 
making any conſtructions, except the plain meaning of the 
act itſelf, and: that if any new caſe ſhall ariſe, it ſhall be 
 zadged; of by parliament: thus ſhewing-.that they had a ſuſ- 
Fieion at that time of what future Courts might do, and 
meir ſulpicion was not ill founded, for | after. this, Judges 
had taken upon then ſelves to make ſuch conſtructions on the 
la of TLreaſon, that in the reign of Queen Mary, an 
paſſed to prohibit: the Judge from exerciſing any authority 
_ whatever,:as to conſtruttion on the act, and by this, the ſta- 
tuts of the 25th of Edward III. was reſtored to its puri- 
tyclagain, and that at this day, thank God, was the Law 
of England upon High Treaſon: and the queſtion to be 
tried under it in this caſe was ſimply, Whether the gen- 
tleman.«at the bar Mas guilt of -compaiing the King's death? 


Here Mr. Gibbg quoted the comments of the great oracle 


of the ny, Lord — to ſhe e that the overt · act muſt be 
. clear, ſpecific, and expreſſed; nqthing in this charge was cleatr- 
ß and elbe to be taken notice of, but the * 


* : f * „ 
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the King's death, as laid down in the 25th of Edward III. 
and that was the queſtion which the Jury had to: tr Now 

let us (ce what had been the conduct of one of the great 

| eſt men in this country 3 he alluded now ü to the trial o Lord 

Ruſſell, in the time of Charles II. when that great and illuſ- 
trious, that able and upright Judge, Lord Chief Juſtice Pem- 
berton, and alſo as able and as juſt a Judge as ever ſat 
8 upon the bench, let us ſee What his opinion was of the law 
of Treaſon:— The charge againſt Lord Ruſſell was then, 
what the charge againſt the priſoner was now, compaſſing 
the King's death; the overt- act charged againſt Lord R | 
was, that he conſulted and concluded on raiſing an inſutree- - 
tion and rebellion againſt the guards appointed for the pro- 
tection and preſervation of the perſon of the King; by this 
ſome perſons might ſuppoſe that this was of itſelf a clear act 
of Treaſon, for that the guards were for the preſervation 
of⸗the life of the King, and if fo, the Judge muſt. have told 
the Jury ſo. Let us ſee whether he did tell them ſo. Lord 
Chief Juſtice Pemberton told the Jury, the queſtion, was not 
whether Lord Ruſſell did conſpire to ſeize the guards, but 
whether, upon the whole matter; they, the Jury, did believe 
that Lord Ruſſell had a deſign againſt the King; whether 
he aimed at the deſtruction of the King—the taking away 
his life. The matter charged was, that he had compaſſed 
the King's death; it was ſtated that he had a ge. 
conſulted an inſurrection; that was evidence for the Jury to 
conſider, whether the priſoner embarked in that ON 
for the King's death: the Judge ſtill continued that the fact 
of ſeizing the guards was great evidence that it was the pri- 
ſoner's deſign to effect the death of the King; but it was 
for the Jury to think, whether he thought of bringing the 
King to death by what he did; plainly proving by albqhig 
that unleſs the intent of Lord Ruſſell was manifeſt ta the 
Jury to kill the King; the learned Judge was clearly of 
inion it was not High Treaſon. Ihe learned Judge con- 
dluded his addreſs: to the Jury on that trial, by ſaying, & If 
you believe be did gonſpire the death of the Ling Ii 
find him guilty, if not, you will acquit him.“ 80 ſay 1 
for the priſoner in this caſe,” ſaid Mr. Gibbs. & If yon be 
lieve from the evidence produced before you, that the pri- 
ſoner did conſpire for the death of the King, and that yon 
are convinced of it from the facts, as you have them re- 
lated to you: I, his counſel, ſay you ought to find him 
guilty; Hut, I ſay too, from the authority of the great Judge ' 
whoſe opinion 1 have juſt qubted, if yeu do not find that „4 
he conſpired the death of the King, you muſt not find him. | 
Oo . ee | guilty 


L 372 J 1 
guilty This is not the mere opinion of an Advocate, but the 
authority of am upright enlightened Judge. 

Witt regard to the queſtion in a legal point of view, he ſaid, 
it did not appear to him to be neceſſary to diſcuſs the nice point 
of law which 3 in a queſtion * bo ce Je 
the Jury thought efendant was guilty of conſpiring to da · 
— 9 N that it followed by law he was guilty 7 
ing his death; that was not a point, he faid; neceſſary for him 

to diſcuſs now, becauſe be defied any Jury upon earth to find 
him guilty upon the evidence in this cauſe. But as to that 


: » 


point of law, that if a man was guilty of conſpiring to depoſe 
the King, it followed that he — in law gui 5 7 
his death; he verily believed if the deciſion of who:ftated 
that to be a point and concluſion of law, and not of fact, came 
to be argued and compared with the ſtatute, the queſtion would 
then come to be a queſtion between the authority of a deciſion 
and the authority of the ſtatute; for it did not appear to him poi - 
= to ſuppoſe both. This was all he ſhould ſay upon thatſub- 
f There were three things for the Jury in this caſe, and one 
for the Court, —For the Jury, firſt, to know whether the Pri- 
ſoner compaſſed the King's death? —Secondly, Whether the 
overt· acts were committed by the Priſoner ?— Thirdly, if he 
did commit them, whether they have a tendency to compaſs the 
death of the King? "Theſe three were for the eonſideration of 
the Jury, and excluſively for the Jury. For the Court to 
know whether the overt - act ſtated in the indictment, as com- 
_ by the Priſoner, be a good overt- act in law to ſatisfy the 
. Having dwelt longer than he intended, he would come now 
to the facts. The charge againſt the Priſoner was, as he had 
_ often. repeated, compaſſing the King's death, and the act by 
which this was to be made out was, that he agreed with others 
for holding a Convention for overturning the Government, and 


for the purpoſe of deſtroying the King; there were other 


Counts in the Indictment that this was done by a general con- 
ſpiracy. The Solicitor General ſaid in opening the caſe, that 


hae charged the Priſoner at the bar, with a conſpiracy to depoſe 


2 King, and that he meant to da this by his oyn force, or by 
e force of thoſe under his controul, or thoſe whom he might 
direct. Now the Priſoner and his: Counſel, on the other hand, 
aid this never entered into the mind of the Priſoner, nor thoſe 
with vyhom he is ſaid to conſpire; that they never heard of any 
ſuch intention, until they heard it read out of the indictment. 
He and his Counſel faid alſo that theſe gentlemen had an object 
' Which they proclaimed to the world, and communicated = _ 
; 5 „ WEE; V 
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maintained that this proceeding was an eV ident circuſ 
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friends, an object from which they never deviated. The Pri- 


ſoner at the bar, in particular, in the whole courſe of his pub- 


lic life, ſtated his object to be that of a Parliamentary Reform ; 
and that ſuch was his object in reality, after hearing the evi- 
dence, no man living could doubt who had the leaſt rationality. 
The inſtrument for accompliſhing his purpoſe of depoſing the 
King, and overturning the Government, was ſtated to be 2 
Convention, and the overt- act in the caſe was the act he is ſa: 
to have committed in proſecution of his intent to depoſe the 
King, and to bring him to death. Let us conſider a little theſe 


overt- acts. On the 28th of March, a letter is received from 
the London Correſponding Society, propoſing to the Conſtitu- 


tional Society that they would concur with them in a certain ob- 
ject.— What was this? What did it mean ?— A full and fair 
repreſentation of the People. But this was to be done by Dele- 
ates. What if it was ? Was there any rule of law that laid it 
vyn that what a man may lawfully do for himſelf, he ſhall not 
be permitted to do by his Delegate - Moſt certainly there was 
not. If, therefore, it was lawful for theſe men to confer on the 
means of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform themſelves, it fol- 
lowed of courſe that it was lawful for them to do ſo by Delegates. 
When theſe Committees met, What did they do? Why 
they debated even upon the word Convention, and although 
Convention and Meetipg were the ſame thing exactly in mean 
ing, yet on account of an apprehenſion that the Convention 


to | | 
| te” — juſtified. - But on the part 'of "the Crown? 1 


the horrible defign of depoſing che King; now all he could {ay 
n foch a eircumſtanee was, that the conſtruction of the 
Counſel for the proſecution upon the tratifaction was monſtrous 
and unnatural. If any denbt aroſe on the intention of men by 
one action, the better way find out that intent was to look at 
their actions afterwards, 


he firſt man arreſted was Mr. Hardy; 
| bis 


4 
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his arreſt took place on the 12th of May, and yet we never 
heard of any thing of this'treaſonable plot, nor of the actions of 
any of the parties for more than àa month afterwards. Was this 
evidence of the deſperation of 'T raitorsjuſt burſting into rebel - 
lion! Had the Jury credulity enough to ſwallow this that a 
Society who had appointed a Committee of Co- operation, and 
ready for the moſt daring. deſperate deeds, would fleep for a 
month. But on the part of the Proſecution, they ſaid there was 
a pla in this, for although they did nothing for a month, they 
thought and meant there was. more in it than met the ear.— 
They were like Lord Burleigh, they did nothing but ſhake 
their heads; there was a great deal more in inactivity than a man 
of common ſenſe could find, and the Counſel for the Crown 
Vvould prove it to the Jury. Fbey endeavoured to prove it bj 


ttheir only witneſs, who knew, if there was any conſpiracy, the 


whole of the plot Mr. Adams, the Secretary of the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information. The Attorney General did 
rightly in calling Mr. Adams, for he knew that Mr. Adams 
was, of all men in the world, the fitteſt to be examined on 
points concerning the ſecrets of the Society; the Attorney Ge- 
neral knew how: much he had to make out, according to 
law, to convict the Priſoner, and; therefore, he called Mr. 
Adams; but when Mr. Adams came, inſtead of unravelling 
the plot; he proved that no plot exiſted. It appeared, accord- 

ing to the opening of the Counſel for the Crown; that theſe 
men were to arm, and as they were to bring about their object 
by force, they, of courſe, were to provide, themſelves for the 
purpoſe; they knew, of courſe, that money were the ſinews of 
war, and; therefore, the Counſel for the Crown called the 
Banker of the Society, to tell the Jury the amount of the nati- 
onal revenue of the Society, which amounted to the ſum of ſixty 
guineas a year; a ſplendid revenue this, no doubt; but the 
expenditure was alſo great; for, out of that, the expences 
amounted to fifty guineas! The ſurplus and growing produce 
was ten guineas, for overturning Government and depoſing the 


- --  " King! Notwithſtanding this flouriſhing ſtate of finance, the 


Commiſſary was obliged to iſſue Letters of Credit, and his Ex- 
chequer Bills, ſo that the Society was found, at times, to be in 
his debt to the amount of nine or ten guineas l It was: in this 
ſituation that the Society became ſo formidable; andi this uti was 


_ that excited the alarm for the overthrow of) Government 


Well, but the Gonnſel for the Crown would ſays. it iis true this 
Society was a. little poor, to be ſure, but there were others who 
would aſſiſt with what ſhould be wanting. How could that be? had 
they forgotten that they: inſiſted on the London Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information being the fountain head of all the reſt, and 


vad it not proved on the former trial that Yorke, one of the de- 
of one of the Societies, refuſed to go to Scotland, be- 
eauſe the Society was too poor to pay his expences. In ſhort, 
tho whole of the tale was ſuch nonſenſe as could not᷑ impoſe upon 
the moſt weak and credulous creature in the kingdom. Here 
he went through the whole of the ſubje of the pikes, and 
maintained that they were proved in evidence to be for the ſelf- 
defence of parties, who had been threatened by others who op- 
poſed them. He then took notice of the evidence of Mr. Sharp, 


the engraver, and maintained that it proved not the caſe for the 


ution, but the Pefendant's caſe; and it ſhould be recol- 
Red that Mr. Sharp knew the ſubject, or ought to know it, in 
theopimion of the Attorney Genetal, for he was charged upon the 
Record as a Conſpirator; he was therefore entitled to ſay, that the 
Counſel for the Crown, inſtead of proving their caſe, had diſ- 
proved it, for my one of their witneſſes had negatived the 
propaſition which the Counſel for the Proſecution had laboured 
to eſtabliſh; _ 3 „ 
He then took notice of the written evidence, in the courſe of 
vrhich he 3 that not one of them contained any thing like 
an act of Treaſon, nor any thing like it; many of them were 
improper—ſome, perhaps, libellous, but none Treaſon; and if 
no one of them was Treaſon, they could not altogether be made 
Treaſon, for Treaſon muſt be made out by a ſpecific act, ma- 


tf 


r = intention to depoſe the King, &c. but one thou: 


ſiand acts together would not amount to Treaſon if no one of 


them of itſelf did, for Treaſon was not an offence to be made 
dut by aceumulation of minor offences, eee, up Treaſon in 
the maſs. This was not the way to prove I reaſon, for that 
offence was to be made out on a clear, plain, and ſimple fact. 
Wich regard to theſe papers, he muſt obſerve, that they were a 
farrago and a maſs which the mind of man could not reduce into 
order, or from which any fatisfaQtory concluſion could be drawn. 
They had been in the hands of the Attorney and Solicitor Ge- 
neral for ſix months; had been peruſed before the Com- 
mittee of the Houſe of Commons, and alſo before the Privy 
Council. With all theſe opportunities, and with 'their great 
abilities, they themſelves had not been able to lay them before 
the yy in chronological order.—If this was the cafe with the 
Counſel for the Crown, what muſt be 'the fituation of the 


Counſel for the Prifoner? They had never ſeen any of them 
until they came into court, and then, when they looked at them, 
it was impoſſible to examine them minutely in the courſe of 2 
Trial ſo momentous; they had indeed applied for an inſpection of 
them before the trial, but they had applied in vain. How were 
they to know how many 2 3 might have been kept back, 


which, | | 
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which) if produced; mi tlong ago have decided all theſe triats. 
in favour of the Defendants ; but they were at the merey of 
their accuſers, and could fly no where for protection but to-the 
Juſtice of the Jury, and there they would not, he knew it, ap- 
%% ↄĩĩ ²²ᷣd inn lig to Do ITT DL, 
| "He then entered on the hiſtory- of the life of Mr. Tooke, 
and of his political ſentiments in particular, and reminded 
the Jury of the evidence which had been given in his favour 
laſt night, and particularly that of the Biſhop of Glouceſter, 
who had been intimately and -confidentially acquainted” with 
him for forty years. He touched on Mr. Tooke's" letter to 
Lord Aſhburton in the year 1782. Extracts from which he 
read: He took notice alſo of the part which Mr. Tooke had 
taken in the meeting of a ſociety of the King's friends at the 
time of his Majeſty's indiſpoſition. He took notice alſo of 
what Mr. Tooke ſaid at the firſt celebration of the French 
Revolution at the Crown and Anchor in the Strand, where 
Mr. Tooke manifeſted his zeal for the Conſtitution of this 
country, and maintained that he was a friend to order, and 
had never loſt fight öf his object of Parliamentary Reform, 
in which his wiſhes were Et eh he explained what ap- 
peared to him to be Mr. Tooke's poſitical ſentiments. All 
this, he ſaid, he did at the defire of Mr. Tooke, himſelf, 
Who wiſhed the world to be acquainted with the whole of 
his life thro gh the medium of” this trial; not that he thought 
It neceſſary acquit 0 | 
told Me, Tooke it was his opinion he. might ſafely call fot 
- the verdich of the Jury, immediately on the cloſing the evi- 
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ng. de ne this he took notice of the caſe of Mr. Hardy, 


at leaſt have thou 


H | Yo there, was fpundation) fon the charge. 
re take; the, other. lide-of.;the queſtion, and 


10 ſays, that as My. Hardy Was acquitted, therg was ip far an 

| ex 0 Ma ns and it mod 8 that Mr. 

Hardy was placed in che front of the battle. Mr. Gibbs 
1 | | 353 then 
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or his acquittal ; for upon that ſubject, he had | 


| then ſaid he had gone through all the material parts of thig 


EX great trial, the reſult of the whole upon his mind was, that 


e Counſel for the Proſecution had diſproved every alle ation 


they made againſt the 1 the witneſſes for the Crown 
which they were brought to affirm.. 


had negatived every a 
He wauld borrow the evidence for the Crown to prove the 
innocence of the defendant. He did not for one moment 
entertain the leaſt anxiety for his client. Gentlemen,” ſaid 
he, e my client muſt be acquitted, becauſe you are honeſt, 
and I have no ſcruple to ſay if upon evidence of this ſort the 


— 


gentleman at the bar is to be convicted of High Treaſon, 


there is an end of the protection which was intended to be 


given to the ſubjects of this country, by that glorious ſtatute 
of the 25th of Edward III. and we are ſent back again to all 
the difficulty, all the confuſion, and all the cruelty of the 
laws, which it was the object of this ſtatute to remove. I 
am perfectly ſatisfied in my own mind, it is impoſſible to 
bring this caſe into any thing of the colour of . Treaſon, 
by the law of this land. When I conſider the evidence in 
this cauſe coming from the mouths of the witnefles for the 
Crown, even independent of the reſpectable witneſſes on be- 
half of the defendant, I cannot entertain a moment's anxiety 
for him; it is impoſſible that, with an Engliſh Jury, he can 
ſtand in danger. In a caſe of Treaſon the law ſays, the proof 
muſt be plain, direct and manifeſt. The proof here is plain, 
direct and manifeſt—that is, for the priſoner. There exiſts 
no criminality in his caſe, he is pure, and muſt t erefore be 
acquitted. I have no ſcruple to ſay that in conducting part 
of this cauſe, I am now ſatisfied what the reſult will and 

muſt be. Not having a wiſh on my part for my client, except 
enerally wiſhing ſucceſs profeſſionally to the cauſe in which 


Far engaged not having a wiſh for any thing in politics, 


except for the public peace — not having mixed at all in any 
political affairs, having friends in both parties, with whom 
I am equally intimate, and purſuing nothing but my profeſhon 


I do not ſeruple to affirm, 1 ſay, that I do from my heart 


| believe, a ruder ſhock cannot be given to the Conſtitution 
and the gloribus laws of this kingdom, than by convicting 
en now at your bar; of High Treaſon.” Ys 


he Ohe, Faſtice/informed the priſoner that if he had any 


th 
thing'to fy, this was the proper time. 


Mr. Forts—F have already ſpoken too much in the courſe 


of the trial] and ſhall not trouble the Court any further. 


8 


The Abr niy General —1 feel myſelf at the preſent moment 
called upon to a duty the moſt awful and important, which it 
can fall to the lot of any individys! to diſcharge. Intruſted 
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with the conduct of this proſecution, —a cauſe which involves 
in it every intereſt that can at this moment or at any future 
3 be dear and valuable to the gentleman at the bar, I 
mould act as an unfaithful ſervant of the public, if T did not 
donſider the juſtice due to him as the moſt important part of 
that duty which, as Attorney General, I have to diſcharge. 
It may juſt be proper to ſtate, that the . 
ariſen in the firſt inſtance from the higheſt Council of the King, 


Parliament excepted, the Privy Council, that it has in ſome 
meaſure been carried on by the ſanction of Parliament in the 
- meaſure which they thought fit to adopt of ſuſpending the 

Habeas Corpus, and laſtly, that it is ſubmitted to you by the 
voice of a Grand Jury, as a proper caſe for enquiry. All 

this, however, I ſhould deem no unequivocal evidence of the 

exiſtence of guilt ; I know that particular circumſtances have 

at different times influenced Parliament to adopt the fame 
_ meaſure, and that a Grand Jury in the conduct which they 

adopt are determined by ex parte evidence. The learned gen- 
tleman, who has juſt concluded, declared that he was uncon- 

 neted with all party, while he gave a decided opinion with 
" refpe&t to what he conceived ought to be the event of the pre- 
ent occaſion, For myſelf, I may be permitted to ſay that I 

truſt no party attachment, no political ſubſervience, will be 
©  Imputedto me on the preſent occaſion. Whatever advantages 
I poſſeſs, I owe only to my profeſſional induſtry and to the exe 
|  erciſe of thoſe talents with which Heaven may have bleffed 
me. In bringing forward the preſent buſineſs, I have ated 

FJecortling to the beſt of my judgment; no conſideration on 

*earth'would induce me to take one ſtep contrary to my con- 
XK. feience. I cannot hope that my name will deſcenũ to poſterity 
don account of gon thing Ach" relates to myſelf; but in the 
-"prefent it muff / pe Soupled with that of the priſoner, and I 

_ wut my conduct will appear to be ſuch, as may not forfeit to 

reti tflat inheritanee which I would wiſh to bequeath 
hem the profeſſional probity of their father. Before I enter 
Auto dhe daſe; I be leave to ſtate once for all, that when 1 
- diſcharge m duky, and there is à duty which Lowe to the pri- 
eßef a8 an Efighh ſubject; by this acknowledgment I do not 


E 
* 


e I ſhoutd have immediately drop- 
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ded the proſecution, beeauſe I had a public and important 
— to . but 1 ſhould certainly have felt myſelf con- 
fiderably relieved. But in taking up this proſeeution, it was 
impoſſible for me not to be acquainted with the circumſtances 
of the caſe, and what diſtreſſes me moſt, indeed beyond con- 
ception in the'preſent inſtance, as it reſpects the priſoner at 
the bar, 2 gentleman of learning and accompliſhments, is, 
thatT muſt regard the defence which has been attempted to be 
made out as reſting upon a cafe of fraud, calculated to defeat 
the ends of juſtice, by artfully keeping out of view the prin- 
cipal delinquent, and bringing in the agency of third perſons, 
in order to ſcreen him from deteQion and puniſhment. 
This T ſtate upon my own notions of the caſe, though T 
muſt ſay, that if the priſoner was really ſincere in che ſentiments 
which the has held out in his own juſtification, never was 
there any man who put ſo many others in a Nate of miſcon- 
ceiving what were his real views, and gave them reaſon to 
og e, that while he profeſſed one thing, he in reality aimed 
at ſomething very different, And if it thall be found in the 
courſe of theſe trials, that other ons charged in the in- 
dictment have gone much greater lengths, Which may have 
rendered them reſponſible to the laws of their country, the 
circumſtance that he to à certain degree has been an inſtru- 
ment of miſleading them, muſt remain as a weight upon the 
mind of the priſoner to the laſt moment of his life. Upon the 
_ circumſtances, however, which I am prepared to ſtate, I think, 
Gentlemen of the Jury, that it will be your bounden duty-to 
find the prifoner guilty. The Conſtitution has made an admi- 

rable proviſion againſt the miſtakes which are liable to reſult 
from the frailty of nature, or from an abuſe of power. The 
Crown is provided with its Council; re ility is attached 
to thoſe who have the office of adviſing his Majeſty. In Courts 
of Juſtice the Judges have a certain juriſdiction; but the taſk 
of determining on the guilt or innocence of the perſon..ac- 
cuſed, reſts with the Jury. A Jury may indeed be miſtaken 
but it is an excellent principle, that it is better that ſive thou- 
 fand guilty perſons ſhould be acquitted, becauſe-the Jury are 
doubtful with reſpect to the queſtion, or becauſe they. have not 


ſufficient powers of eomprehenſion to embrace the body of evi- 


dience that may be brought forward, than that they ſnould hring 
in a; verdict of ale whllo hey are, themſelves labouring 
under the miſery; of the molleſt degree of doubt. If the 
moſt miſchie vous man in the, world ſhould be brought to the 
bar, you are bound to find him Not Guilty, if there be not 
evidence ſufficient to convict! him of the crime with which 
he is charged, I repeat, therefore, what I ſaid. in the firſt 
e | . | inſtance, 


my purpoſe than 
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inſtanee, that I diſmiſs from the preſent caſe all analogous. or 

., conſtruftive Treaſons—all Treaſons founded upon a parity of 
. reaſon—all charges merely of a libellous nature. For though 


inthe courſe of the evidence you may find numerous inſtances 


of libels, you are not bound to attend to them, except ſo far 
as they may appear to have been brought forward in fulfilment 
of the treaſonable intention charged in the indictment. And 
firſt, I hall ſhortly ſtate the law of the caſe. The indictment 
oceeds upon the ground, That a conſpiracy to depoſe the 


X King is an overt- act of High Treaſon.“ As the authority of 


Lord Coke has been brought forward, it may be proper to 


: ſtate that theſe are his very words. A conſpiracy 20007 direct | 


war in the kingdom, is alſo an overt-act of High Treaſon. 
Upon this paint the Attorney General quoted the authority of 
Foſter, in the paſſage which concludes . ſmall is the diſtance 


between the priſons of Princes and their graves. Gentle- 


men, the experience of modern times has not tended to con- 


tradict the truth of this poſition.— Had I deſired a witneſs to 


prove, that the priſoner had been guilty of this fort of con- 
Tpiracy deſcribed hy Foſter, I could not have had one more for 
Major Cartwright, He has clearly ſhewn 
. _ that the, principles entertaĩined by the priſoner were ſuch as 
were calculated to lead to all the conſequences of ſuch a con- 
. Tpiracy.-+ Let his plan be what it will, if no one of his ac- 
| 9 tended to impeach his intentions, and there was not 
one of his actions ſince March, 1792, which was conſiſtent 
with his proſeſſions, if he was really ſincere in the declaration, 


* 


that he would ſtop at Hounſlow, while others went on to * 


' Windſor, ſtill. the effect of thoſe principles, which he held 
aut, was the ſame. What could he meant by the recommen- 
dation of the works of Paine and of Barlow? What could be 


formation, and of the London Correſponding Society, in the 
month of April, 1793, proceedings which were explanatory 
of what afterwards took place at the Scotch Convention, the 
dinner at the Globe Tavern, and the meeting at Chalk Farm; 
proceedings to which the Counſel on OSA ſide. had not 
even dared to ſet their face. The eſſect of all thoſe proceed- 


* ings wag to lead to the adoption of a Jacobinical ſyſtem in this 
dountry, to produce, not ſuck a Revolution as deſtroyed the 
wretched ſyltem of Government in France, but a Revolution 


upon the model of that which followed the depoſition of the 


= and terminated in a ſyſtem of total anarchy and confu- 


; gon. The priſoner thought that by getting men to approve ſo 
and ſo in the firſt inſtance, he would be able to lead them to 
che accompliſhment of his object the depoſition of . 


* 


meant by the proceedings of the Society for Conſtitutional in- 


2 
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In order to aſcertain this point, let me beg you to attend to 
the addreſs to the French Convention, from the Society for 

Conſtitutional Information, of which the gentleman at the 
bar may be conſidered as the author. He well knew that he 
could not proceed with a deſign to depoſe the King before the 
year 1789, becauſe, . previous to that period, he wanted the 


means which promiſed a probability of ſucceſs to ſuch a de 
ſign. The Attorney General then quoted ſome paffages from 
the addreſs to the French Convention, in which the expreſſio/t˖nn: 


occurs, , that the principles of the Revolution of the iot Rn 
of Auguſt are the only principles upon which any Government 
can ſtand.” He likewiſe quoted the letter from the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, to the Society at Stockport, Where 


mention is made „ of infant Freedom making Herculean ef- 


forts, and the vipers, Monarchy and Ariſtocracy, writhing in 
the pangs of diſſolution.“ Can it be ſaid that the author of 
ſuch a letter could poſſibly wiſh well to Monarchy and Ariſto: 
cracy? To what Monarchy can he be ſuppoſed to allude, ex- 
cept to that of England ? I beg the learned Judge, in ſumming 
the evidence, particularly to call your attention to the con- 
tents of this letter. I deny that it is neceſſary in order to finds 
him guilty, but that it ſhould appear that he has givem his 
conſent to the plan of a Convention; though this point is, in 
my opinion, eſtabliſhed by indubitable evidence. There are 
many acts done by the Conſtitutional Society, beſides thoſe 
which relate to a Convention, which amount to overriaQts of 
High Treaſon, If I find that they did not intend to depoſe- 
the King, or deprive him of life, but by numbers and fore 
to compel him t6 change his plan of ' Government; and take a 
different Parliament, ſtill the Treaſon is the ſame. The King 
is bound by ha coronation oath to goverii aotording to the las 
and cuſtomasf the country, and to reſiſt all ſuch attempts ten 
at the hazard of loſing his life. I will not 2 
moment by adverting tothe meetings that took plate in 178329 
or enquiring what were the objects of theſe meetings or in what 
manner they were compoſedi> Whether they were or werenoet 
compoſed of : Delegates, they have not the fmalleſtreferenet ta 
the preſent caſe. The caſe which e have attempted 40 prove 
is not that theſe Societies intended to uſe nu aud Enz: 
fluence in order to induce. Parliament to comply with chelr q. 
views, but that, on the contrary, they meant to fet 'afide the 
authority. of Parliament altogether, anduoonſidered it ed n as 
ineompetent to grant the object for whichithey were aſſociatetlꝰ 
- am ſenſible that a man ſeldom does any good to his own 
cCauſe by entering into any diſcuſſion which may lead him to 
SES IF hee - RE, examine 
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© exainini6 this merits of 3 different queflion. Suppofi that? 


Mbul# give the priſoner credit for having had no —— 
R +) at Tod ming throughout the kingdom, of Societies" in 
mien or w France, ſtill the charge apainft him muſt remain 
"the ame, that he, as governing thofe Soeieties, during the 
monk of April, 1793, concerted the plan of a Convention, 
which was tb have nothing to de with Parfament—to act in- 
dependemtiy of its authority, and even to ſuperſede its fanc- 
| Roms. F catmor, However, diſtnifs the fubject of Societics in 
 - France without one remath {—the priſener weated the attempt 
* to prove à reſolution to print © hundred thoufand copies of a 
paper, when in reality no fuch number bad been printed; as 
/ alt moonfhine. © What was the intention of fach à reſolution? 
Sto mate à more forcible impreffion, by giving to the public 
" & formidable idea of their influence and numbers. Such ex- 
Ell was the policy adopted in France at the eommeneement 
of the Revolution: By ſuch means was that Revolution ef- 
fected, by 8 an idea that there were # hundred thou- 
fuck men here, and fifty rhouſand men there, prepared to co- 
_ operate” in che purpoſes wich the leaders Had in view. I 
_ | Wuſt here adbvert᷑ to one argument che Connfel on the other 
| Hide remarked, that' be might call — to-prove' this, and 
A "Lover 8 He might lrave caſſed every member of 
wie Conftirmiondt' Society to exeulpate the prifoner from thoſe 
© rranfaltionvin which ir way afferted that He had no ſhare: But 
in ſzer he had called none, extept Mr. Simmons, who feemed 
to be very little acquainted with the ſecrets of the proceedings, 
Major Cartwright who was Himſelf very confiderably impficat- 
ed im thoſe tranſactions, up to the year 1792, and Capt. Har- 
wood, who had proved ſome of thoſe points that were 
a 


"contended for by the profecutior.” The Counfet on the other 
fide had let out that though be Had-not called Mr. Hardy in the 
Preſent inſtance, he meant to bring him forward as a witneſs 
im the next caſe. Upon what principle Mr. Hardy was acquit- 
_ red 1 do not know. I truſt that on that trial I did my duty as 
"Public Proſecutor, and it would be impoſſible for me 1 
_ visſencet6'the Conſtitution, to ſuppoſe that the Jury had not 
done theirs, and acquitted themſelves like Hon. Gentlemen. 
The caſe of Hardy is, however, very different from that of 
tie prifoner at the bar. He ftood in the fame ſituation: as 
” © * Broomhead at Shefffeld, and might be told that as Secretary he 
Bad no right to put a negative upon any reſolution agreed to 
_ "by the Society. But in the preſent inſtance there could he no 
—_ © pretext” to alledge that the prifoner did not underſtand the na- 
Tore or foreſee the effect of-thoſe proceedings, in which he 
was engaged. Why then were not Hardy and Lovet called 
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upon to declare that he had no ſhare in the correſpondenee k 


thoſe Societies, in which they had declared that they hae 
ven up all idea of any application to the King or to Parlia» 


ment, and of the proceedings which took place at the Globe 4 


Tavern and at Chalk Farm, evidently grounded upon ſuch 
-a reſolution? Why was not ſome Member preſent at the 
Meeting of the W on the 17th January, 1794, called 
to proye that when Mr. Tooke left the Chair, previous to 
the Reſolution being paſſed, approving of the proceedings 

of d Scotch Convention, he had at the ſame time left the 
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I be obſervations that had been made on the evidence of the 
Crown, compared with the inferences to be drawn from the 
omiſſion of evidence ſo material on the part of the Priſoner, 
were mere chaff, and ought to weigh nothing. 

The Attorney General then proceeded to comment on the 
particular evidence on the Addreſſes to the French Conven- 
tion, on the adoption of a Declaration fimilar to the French 
Declaration of Rights, and on the appointment of Paine and 
Barlow as honorary Members of the Conſtitutional Society. 
From theſe acts, he inferred a diſpoſition to introduce into 
this country, the French principles of equal Citizenſhip, and 
Revolutionary Gavernment, The Prifoner forefaw with re- 
ſpect to this country, as Mr. Barlow had done with reſpe& to 
France, that were once the Declaration'of Rightsto be adopt- 
ed, Monarchy. could. not much longer exiſt. - Even if he had 
ſucceeded in proving that he was a friend to the limited Mo- 
narchy of this country, and only deſitous of a moderate Re- 
form; yet if this Reform was to be effected by force, he would 
{till be guilty of High Treaſon. But from the reſult of the 
various letters to Mancheſter, Norwich, and Sheffield, could 
it be believed, that he was in his heart a friend to the ſyſtem 

of limited Monarchy? Could fuch a ſuppoſition be inferre 
from his unqualified approbation of Paine's Rights of Man, th 
firft and ſecond pat᷑t works directly aimed at the Conſtitution 
of the Country, and the Family, on the Throne ?—Canld he 
foreſee that theſe works would do no miſchief by being put 
into the hands of unlettered men, who were not qualified to 
form a proper judgment. of the contents, or diſcriminate 
between abuſes in the Adminiſtration, and vices in the Con- 
ſtitution. The attempt to prove the diſtribution more ample, - 
and the circulation more numerous than was really the caſe, 
was a ſtronger proof of the ariifice of the proceeding, and the 
miſchief of the intention. The work of Mr. Barlow went 
directly to ſhow the abſurdity of x Royal Democracy, and to 
predic} the deſtruction of w_ Monarchy in France. 2 
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dees Mr. Horne Tocke do? Does, he renounce principles. ſo 
©"abhorrent from his on, and diſclaim all connection wich the 
Author? No, he propoſes to him a vote of thanks for his 
_ . works, to be publiſhed in the papers, thus. evi e 
© Jig defire to introduce into this country the Tame ſentiments 

_ © that were recommended to the People of France, in order to 
ground upon it the ſame practice. He then proceeded to com- 
ment more largely upon the Addreſs of the Society to the 
French Convention, to the contents of which he particularly 
called the attention of the Jury, and from which he inferred a 
determined intention to deſtroy the Monarchy of this country, 
And intfoduce into its ſtead a Republic. He aſked why Mr. 
Froſt was not called to explain this Addreſs. It appeared 
from expreſſions made uſe of in that Addreſs, that it was even 
then their intention to introduce into this country a Conven- 
tion upon the ſame model as in France; their views in this 
reſpect had been obvious to the Prefident of the National Con- 
vention, and could not ſurely be miſtaken by an Engliſh Jury. 
The Attorney General then proceeded to remark on other parts 
of the evidence, which as they have been already and fully 
e 

| - deem it unnecefſary to detail on the preſent occaſion. He 
V into the various correſpondence of the Societies, the pro- 


Which be drew an inference that there exiſted a regular deßgn, 
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2 more guarded part, and that his profeſſions of attachment to 


ekecution, and pretended to be a friend to the Monarchy, that 
he might more effectually deſtroy it. The pretext of wiſhin 

ot a moderate Reform was only held up from a belief that 1 
one point was gained the reſt would follow. It was found to 
8 convenient ſtandard, under which, to aſſemble all who 


were defirous of any reform z none, however violent in their 
views, were rejected. The Priſoner had ſaid that he would 
ſtop at Hounſlow, while others might go on to Windſor, but 

© when he had come to Hounſlow,” would he really have ſtopt, 
of. would thoſe whom he carried with him have been able to 
top? Was it any apology for a man who was going upon a 
Lad project, that he was in company with others who were 
A bo REY -, Bowe 
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going Further than himſelf. .. It had been alledged that the 
funds of the Society were ſmall and inadequate to, any pur- 


penn epuld be attended ith anode Semper tot cone: 
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the priſoner reap any advantage from my error. It is for you 
to conſider, whether, from the evidence that has been faja 
0 before you, it does not appear that the whole tenor of his 
proceedings from the 6th of Auguſt, 1793, down to the pre 
ſent moment, was calculated to bring about ſuch a Conven- o 
tion as I have now deſcribed ? If ſuch be the caſe, it ſignifes 
nothing that he reſiſted the plan of ſuch a Convention being 
immediately carried into execution, becauſe he might conceive _ 
the proper time for ſuch a meaſure not to have yet arrived, and 
his deſigns as not fully ripe to be carried into execution. He 
is equally guilty if he ſhall be found convicted upon any act 
of the indictment, Any one act clearly ſupported, amounts 
to a manifeſtation of that diſpoſition of mind which is re- 
quired by the ſtatute of Edward III. to conſtitute the crime 
of 'Treaſon, and which if you ſhall find to have aCtuated the 
priſoner, you are bound to give a verdict guilty. I ſhall 
conclude with ſaying, that it has' been proved that arms were 
provided at Sheſheld, no good reaſon has been aſſigned why a 
F Een eo oo i, communication 
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| cammunication on the ſubject of arms ſhould have bak 
| | "Ws between the . ſocieties. in London Ev Shefficld ; ; 5 | 
I though this part of the evidence has not been brought home 
— ihe priſoner, yet as in my view of the caſe, the ob eg of 
_x--, propoſed Convention was to maintain itſelf by Force, 1 in 
| oppoſition to the Conſtitutional Authorities, it will be for you 
d determine how far this eee is entitled to your con- 
| ſideration. 5 
Having thus, to the beſt of my judgment, diſcharged. my 
duty, L.am ſenſible that I have already encroached too much 
on your time, and feel myſelf too much exhauſted to proceed 
any further. 1 deſire that the priſoner, to whom, as well as 
| to the country, I owe a duty, may. reap the full advantage of 
| very error and miſconception into which 1 have fallen, If I 
© ama miſtaken, you, I am ſure, will do your duty ; and may 
God Almighty enlighten your mind, and direct your deciſion 
to that _ which ſhall be moſt Sonducive. to the peace of the 
n 
"Her the Court 1 for * whebment, 
At fix o'clock, the Court being reſumed; | 
The Chief uflice after ſtating the nature of the indictment, 
= the ſeveral overt · acts charged in it, ſaid, it was now ex- 
pected that he ſhould fum up the evidence. Having done 
t a8 well as he could, he ſhould then endeayour to ſhew 
how it bore upon the aQs charged, and to point out what 
.would- be the material parts of it, for the ultimate confi dera- 
tion of the Jury. He then proceeded to recapitulate the evi- 
dence from his notes, with very little remark, referving the 
7 ſeleQiogz "arrangement, and his obſervations, till he had firſt 
Bone . Whole. 
; At nie o'clock he faid that if there were. any hopes of 
get Tl through the ſumming up, without adjourning, he 
on as long as his faculties would permit: but, as 
E 22 e great length of the evidence, he could have no ſuch 
© hope, be thought it would be Nr now to . and 
E at nine in the morning . 
DMF Fourt A ALS e. | Ms 
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At nine in che morning, the Lord Chief Jiſtice reſumed his 
8 of the evidence, which he went through with fuch 
b e n that it was half a an hour r ſix in the even- 
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ing before he came to his general obſervations. Theſe he deli. ' 
vered near] Rhee ro e C . 
"Gentlemen, this is all the Evidence, except one circumſtance 
which I muſt ſtate to you, namely, the acquittal of Hardy; this 
I told the priſoner would be proper to be in evidence, in order 
to entitle him to the benefit of it on this trial, and in order to 
ſew that any thing of guilt to reach Mr. Focke through the 
medium of Hardy is at an end in this ſuppoſed conſpiracy, that 
being concluded by the acquittal of Hardy,” 
Gentlemen, having gone through the whole of the Evidence, 
the caſe comes now for your judgment; and indeed, T ought to 
thank you, in the name of the public, for the patience you have 
had, and the attention you have given to the whole of this 


PO 


very long evidence, and the other facts of this trial. 
2 AGentſemen, you have now a ſerious duty caſt upon you 
which, after the pains you have taken, I have no doubt you will 
diſcharge with ſatis faction to your own conſciences, and conſe- 
quently with ſatisfaction to your country, T ſtated in the for- 
mer cauſe that there was 5 on the point of law; 
and J apprehended that it was impoſſible ſuch an idea ſhould have 
been ſtarted in this: I did not imagine it was a point that would 
require to be much diſcuſſed, that a Jury would be bound to 
find that he who conſpires to depoſe the King, compaſſes and 
imagines the death of the King. It is a preſumption of fact ſo 
undeniable” and ſo concluſive, that the law has ſpecified; and 
the law has pronounced, that he who depoſes the King has com- 
paſſed and imagined the death of the King. All the beſt wri- 
ters, and thoſe who have been quoted in the courſe of this trial, 
Rate the law to be ſo. Every one of them whoſe general doc- 
trine was quoted, was of that opinion; they all conclude that 
conſpiracy to depoſe the King is a deciſive overt-aCt to TG 
the death of the King; fo Lord Holt expreſsly lays it down, — 
In the caſe of Lord Ruſſel, the overt- act was of a different na- 
ture, and capable of another explanation; and there was ſtrong 
evidence on which the Jury might exerciſe their judgment; 
they might 8 that a man who attacked the King's guards had 
not compaſſed the death of the King, that he might jome wa 
or other explain it, and rebut the force of that evidence. 
ſhould therefore give you no further trouble on that ſubject.—1 
ſpeak in the hearing of my brothers upon the bench, who, when 
I ſtated the law on the former trial, agreed with me in that ſtate- 
ment, and that it has been underſtood to be the law for man) 
centuries, I muſt ſay a few words. God forbid that in a cal. 
in which no rational man can doubt the intention to depoſe, it 
ſhould be underſtood to be law that that is not compaſſing his 
death. That he who depoſes the King muſt neceſſa ly mean 
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to deſtroy him, is moſt clear; that. his death js neceſſarily con- 
nected with his depoſition, no man can doubt; and therefore he 
who depoſes the King the law declares to be guilty of compaſſing 
and imagining his death. I ſhould therefore trouble you no fur- 
ther upon that head, if it were not for the ſake of a numerous 
Bar attending, and the ſake of the Public, that I ſhould make 
it dearly vaderfinod that the Court did not aflent to the law in 
a particular point as laid down, in an admirable ſpeech we all 
heard yeſterday from the learned gentleman who addreſſed you 
laſt on behalf of the Priſoner. A ſpeech which, with the ſingle 
exception of that point, was the mo able and the beſt Lever 
heard upon the ſubject. It was laid down that there is a diffe- 
rence between a caſe depending on the common law, and the 
caſe of a ſpeciſic crime declared by Act of Parliament. This 
was faid, as if by an Act of Parliament, the juriſdiction of the 
Court was concluded, and that the opinion of the Judge; on the 
meaning of the Act of Parliament was out of all queſtion. 


heard this ſtated for the firſt time. Nothing is mgre clear than 
that, let an Act of Parliament be what it may, let the pro- 
poſition in it be what it may, it is always matter of law 
what is the meaning and true conſtruction of that Act of Par- 
liament; that this is for the Court to decide, and that whether 
it be an act expreſſed in three lines, or in a much larger com- 
paſs, is out of the queſtion, - the Court myſt ſtill haye that 
power. It muſt always be for the Court to enquire and deter- 
. mine whether the caſe brought before them comes within the 
meaning of the Act of Parliament or not. So is the theory of 
the law in my apprehenſion: fo it has been my cuſtom to un- 
derſtand it from others, and ſo have I practiſed upon it; in the 
cCourſe of 30 years experience, I have never heard this called in 
queſtion. A diſtinction cannot be made in this caſe from any 
other, becauſe the Act of Parliament is in two or three lines, 
and in a few plain words: the law, tis true, may be clearer on 
that account, but the conſtruction upon that law muſt ſtill be 
where it always has been, with the Court. In parts of this very 
Act of Parliament, inftances may 1 lata of the truth of this 
doctrine. No man ever thought but that the treaſon of levyjng 
war is a queſtion of Jaw—of adhering to the King's enemies, that 
is alſo a queſtion of law. In the caſe of levying war, all of us re- 
member that the point was argued; there was a ſpecial verdict 
found upon it, 'and it came to be fully argued and determined 
in the caſe of Damary and Purchaſe, whether there was or was 
not a levying of war. There was a difference of opinion upon 

the Bench, but the Court ſolemnly decided that the levying w 
a queſtion of law. All this I mention merely, that there (Row 
not be a miſtake upon the Jaw, and that no miſapprehenſion 
bould take place in that particular. Having ſaid this, T ought 
FED 9 5 to 
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to obſerve, that I have great. pleaſure in doing juſtice to the 
other parts of the ſpeech I alluded to, a ſpeech which I heard mh he 
as much pleaſure as eyer I had in hearing a ſpeech. In ſhort ? 
ought to ſay in juſtice to the learned gentleman, that I never 
heard in my life a better ſpeech than his, fitter to be delivered to 
2 Jury on a caſe of High Treaſon, or fitter to be liſtened to 
from the Bench in a cauſe where very much depends upon the 
Counſel on both ſides, and where their opinions, when ſo ably 
delivered, juſtly impreſs upon the minds of the Jury what they 
axe to judge of and determine upon, and at the ſame time giving 
"5h bY t aſbiſtance to the Court in the examination of the law, 
pointing out the ſubjeQg on which the Court ought to think moſt 
attentively, and with t vir abjlities;enabling the Court the bet- 
ter to go through the caſe in every pomt—much better than they 
could do without ſuch aſſiſtance. This I take to be not only 
right for the Priſoner in ſuch a caſe as this, but alſo, eſſentially 
ful to the Public, and likewiſe, contributing to enable the 
Jury to take into their conſideration the points moſt neceſſary to 
arrive at the truth and juſtice of the cauſe. Having ſaid this, I 
now come to the queſtion in this cauſe.” 4 


Gentlemen, I have ftated to you that the caſe for your gonſi- 
deration is a caſe of fact, and a great ſatisfaction it is to me, that 
if any errors have eſcaped me, and many great ones may, the 
attention you haye ſhewn to the whole of the evidence will ena- 
ble you to ſupply my defect. 
, Feel along the, maſs of this eyidence is quite new to you ; 
you have had no means of knowing any thing of it, except what 
you may have read through the imperfect accounts which newſ- 
papers have given you. It is to you the firſt, it is to us the ſe- 
Land laborious inveſtigation— This ought, you will ſay, to ena, 
ble us the better to go through the caſe; and yet, although ir 
might have that effect, Iam not quite ſure that the order of 
thought is not overborne by. the repeated preſſure of ſuch a vaſt 
quantity of matter. I am really afraid that it is the caſe. in this 
inſtance, Iſhall, however, fate to you my thoughts in the belt 
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manner I am able. TO We rn = a 
Gentlemen, there are two claſles of evidence to be examined 
by you in the determination of this caſe, Firſt, as applicable 
to the general 0 of a Convention, ce by the proſe. 
cution to be intended to uſurp the power of the Government, 
Second, to fix on the Priſoner at the bar, à participation in that 
deſign; but I think the courſe of the evidence will reſolve theſe ; 
two into one, which will be, whether the Priſoner has been con- 
cerned, and has participated in a plan to eſtabliſh in this country 
a National Convention, to uſurp the power of government. If 
he has done ſo, he has been concerned in a plan to depoſe the 


King, 


 # 
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"Nis: for the moment the ſais ers of government are ati 
8 


4 the King is depoſed. difficult to draw the line, 
is diſtinguiſh between à plan to uſurp for a particular pur- 
poſe, or to a certain extent, and a plan to uſurp the whole. 
If any part of the legiſlative authority be uſurped, the kingly 
authority is gone to that extent, and all the miſchief will 
and muſt follow; all the danger to the perſon of the King 
will follow, becauſe he is bound to ſupport his government, 
and, at the hazard of his life, to reſtrain that uſurpation, 
even to the extent of that hazard; which the Attarney Ge- 
neral alluded to in the courſe of his enten - fo that a plan 
A ſelves the power 
of the country, to intet 8 2 the lepiſlative' authority - 
of the country, and to effect any th of this kind by force, 
ſeems to me neceſſarily to involve the pf en of — King. 
This is very different from reſiſtance to any part of the 
executive a hority, or for overturning any part of the law, 
for, in that caſe, if the party attempti os does not fucteed 
in overturning or overpowering the whole law, the law 
be ſtill ſtrong enough to ſupport itſelf by Cy -thoſe 
who attempted to overturn it. t when the power of the 1 
_ giflative authority is uſurped, there is oy law; the whole Is 
gone, and all the Kingly authority is an 
Gentlemen, the project for a ent Seeps0 bas 
had ſome effect from experience, on men's minds, and to 
2 certain degree chat project is clearly made out by evi- 
dence; for it is clearly ved” there were perſons who had 
formed the intention TP having a Convention, and it can 
hardy be denied by Mr. Tooke chat he participated in this 
intention to a certain extent, although not preſent in the 
committee of co-operation. But the queſtion moſt. mater 
rial for him to diſpute, and for you to conſider is, “For 
hat phrpoſe was this Convention to be held?“ With what 
intent was it to be called? The intent makes 2 part of the 
Jeſeript ion of the overt- act, and the intent here is a matter 
. ln ſome other caſes, the intent is « only connected 
yith the crime, and blended with the fact of the charge 
a way that does'not make the intent a part of the crime; 
Fe inſtance, if a man does me an injury, he muſt make me 
tisfaftion- for that injury; he cannot thelter himſelf under 
he innocerice of | his intention, becauſe he bas committed 
the fact, and the intent is à thing that follows of courſe; 
it Would be immaterial if it did not, for it is nothing but 
Amere ineident, and is never requited to be proved; but 
In a caſe of this nature, the intent is an eſſential * 


a in truth . great foundation of the charge, and a 
| : mu 


1 Strafford — not one & che acts attempted a 
adduced with. ſuch a view as that. Although not Treaſon 
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the point of the intent o 


ed. There is evidence to proye that intent, of which you 


* - : * 


u, This chain af evidence is nothing like accumulative 
] "reaſon 5 this is not. like oe | 


indivigually, two. or three, or forty of them, by their accu- 
.nulation, ate to be called Treaſon. "This is not the view 
In which they are to be. conſidered. —They are all offered 


z eyidenge to prove the intent, and that may be proved by 


A thouſand circumſtances, as well as by one clear act-zthdt 


is, 'there is as much fo be collected from a body of evi- 
enge, conſiſting of a number of circumſtances, as from one 


Sentlemen, with regard to, the caſe · now before you, you 
will obſerve that the ayowed intent is a Reform in the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament, and, on the part of the de- 
fence, it ig infiſted upon, that this intent is innocent. But 


the. counſel for the proſecution undertake to ſhew you that 


the true intent is of à treaſonable nature: they fay, on the 


form ought not to be underſtood, in this caſe, in their ob- 


' vious. ſenſe—othat there is an equivoke in them; 15 ſay, 


_ Parliamentary. Reform, . expreſſed, in one place, 'Radical Re- 
8 another, full and free Repreſentation of the People 
in Parlament—in à third, and full and free Repreſentation 


-Are, all of them, mere colour, —They fay all theſe terms 


„ 
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- equiyoke at all, but are to be taken in their plain and oh- 


. ious meaning; and moſt undoubtedly, in all caſes, a Jury 
will take the ſide in favour of innocence, more eſpecially 
Where à party is accuſed of a crime, where the intent is 


moſt material parc. I ſay, you would underſtand the 


- words favourably far the priſoner, and therefore conſtrue them 


he ſays they ſhould be conſtrued, unleſs you find your- 
Alves obliged to come to a different congluſion. But, on 
. the. part of the proſe cution, they ſay, look at the context; 
look at their addrefſes to the Jacobins and the French Con- 
vention, and you will find the true interpretation of their 


words. Now, gentlemen, I ſay, as ] ſaid on a former occaſion, 


* 
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the evil intent is not to e our by nice verbal oriti- 


VS an 
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of calling this Convention, the whole | 
2 Nr evidence. you. have heard ought ta be evamin 


are to. judge, and chat from: all the eircumſtances before 
evidence in the caſe of Lojd 


of the proſecution, that the words Parliamentary Re- 


haye in them an equiyoke. On the other hand, the priſoner | 
c - fays that the words King, Lords, and Commons have no 


ell. 
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Hun. Expreffions may be looſe, unguarded, and even e- 
Fg; but you ars not from this'to infer that the per. 
Tons who uſe them mean all that theſe expreffions' might 
, the interpreted to mean. We muſt therefore look at the 
' *context and the conduit of the parties, in order to aſcertain 
their meaning. Men may expreſs themſetves honeſtly, though 


Perhaps without grammatica} correQnefs; and therefore we 


mut look further than ſome of che ſentences in the papers 
Tread might ſeem to import. Gentlemen, it is wich the whole 
"context that you will conſider the words; you wilt look at 
"the: cotinedtion of the different parts, and "ſee their bearing 
=o one. another ;_ for thar is the way to ix che meaning. 
Now, for that conneQion, we are going to involve the trant- 
Actions of two ſotiefies in London in correſpondence with 

others in England, in Scotland, and in France. The So- 
Siety for Oonſtitatienal Information was the elder, and at 
firſt Parliamentary Reform, on che Duke of Richmond's plan, 
'was the object. The London Correſponding Society was 
_ "inſtituted in 1792, profeſſedly alſo for the purpoſe of ob- 
"taining à Parhamentary Reform, and that upon the Duke 
of Richmond's pfag. H think the evidence is fo; and although 
© a great deal of violence very ſoon: followed” that ſeemed to 


Lell in queſtion the truth of that declaration, yet 1 think T 


"may ſay that the Society for Conſtitutional Information, wis 
10 inſtitated, and that this will be your opinion alſo, unleſs 
Ic thould fee very clearly that it was inſtitated for ſome 
other purpoſe. Some attempt to make out a proof of this 
kind was made, on the parc of the profecution, 'and to fix 
it on the. priſoner at- the bar: - ſome Jittle way they. went 
« towards it. They proyed his hand-writing,” and they prov- 
ed fome intercourſe between the London Correfponding So- 
&iety and Mr. Focke; but I am clearly of e that they 
dlc not go far enough for their pürpoſe. This charge is of 

the molt ferious nature, and ought not to be found by a 


» 
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FP [Jt but upon the eleareſt proof. It is not matter of belief. 


Vithout poſiti ve proof, from all we know of the intercourſe 
of man wich man in common life; it is not credible that an 
individual member of a ſociety, by his influence over the other 
* members, ſhould be able to change the original purpoſe of 
© that Society; without the other members knowing that the 
_ original 'pittpoſe was changed. This Conſtitutional Society 
.+apper's to' me to. be nothing more than a mere club. But 


* 
9 


de Sar elponding Society is of a very different complexion. 


It is Jo: rempoſed-as by dividing and füb-dividing each di- 
E. . *vition, as ſoon as it amounts to a certain number, ſending 


eff a new divifion>as" to ſpread sver the whole country. 
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Every other ſoriety, no matter how remote, it incorporatey 
or affiliates, till it embraces an extent incalculable.. It is un- 
doubtedly a political monſter, ſa portentuous that I behold 
it with-dread and horror. It is alarmjng to every man wha 
loves: peace and order more  efpecially When we know that 
the National Convention of France has been obliged to ſup- 
preſs a ſimilar ſociety; for although they raiſed themſelves to 
the powet of governing by means of that ſociety, they felt 
that they could not proceed with the authority of government 


while ic was ſuffered to ſubſiſt. Such a ſociety "muſt have 


2 on the peace, and tranquillity of any country; 
and in this I muſt fay, it appears to me to be the moſt pow. 
erfu] . combination, an engine capable of the greateſt effects 
the World ever ſaw. If you look to the evidence, —and I 

do not intend here. to q. beyond it you will find that it 
was the object of the EAders of it, to obtain power for the 
purpoſe of uſing it with force. The Editors of the Patriot, 
at Sheffield, tel the plan adopted for making conyerts, fol 

which purpoſe they were to traverſe the whole country, dif= 
ſeminating prineiples that are directly hoſtile to all the con- 
Aitutſolal* authorities of this 'cquntry; and I leave you. to 
 £onceive, if you can, to what extent this might have pro: 
ceeded, if it had not been checked; probably many mem- 
bers of this 5 may hear what is now paſſing in Court; 
if they are honeſt men, they will ſee the danger of coun- 
tenancing ſuch ſocieties. Honeft men, without abandonit 

their principles, may abapdon means of carrying thoſe prin- 
-ciples into effect, which they ſee” to be pregnant: with diſ⸗ 
order and miſchief. If they have grievances to complain of, they 
will be content to communicate their grievances \through 


* 


eh channels as are known to the conſtitution and the laws, 
They will deſiſt from practices which fo immediately en- 
dangers the peace of their copntry and the happineſs © man⸗ 
Sentlemen, I have already obſerved that the Counſel for the 
Proſecution thought they could trace the inſtitution of this 8e 
ciety to the Priſoner at the bar. What is the true effect of the 
evidence on this head ?—You will ſee, by the evidence, chat 
the project of a National Convention was firft ſuggeſtetl ini a 
letter from Stockport, of the 7th of December, 1792 ;: and 1 
do not ſee that in any alarming view. The Attorney General 
tells you that yon are to collect much from the papers of the 
6th of Auguſt, 1792 bf that you will judge having heard the 
evidence. It is evidence before, by e Mowing that the 
idea of a Convention did not originate in this Society; that 
there had been in 5 by delegates, for a Refored 
W | OE AE 32 2 2 „ in 
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in parliament, abbut the year 17805 or 1387 1. Mr. Sherf- 
dan gave evidence of this; and he calls them a convention; 


he deſeribes them in terms that amount to the deſcription 


of # convention; and he puts it in guarded language, that 
this convention was to act on the lepifſature; not by force, 
but by the a we ant reſpect which parliament will always bear 
to the collective ſenſe of the people; leaving to parliament 


the freedom of diſcuſſion ; leaving the application to create 


what it might naturally be expected to do _ the mind of | 


9 who compoſe parliament. 


Gentlemen, we all know that a National Convention wk 
base i in France, which did overturn and take poſſeſſiön a | 
the government there; and it is in evidence be fore you, that 


theres had been à public demonſtration of the infereft which 
man perſons in this country took in the downfall of that go- 
vernment ; che principle on which the change in the povern- 


ment of that country took place, Rad been alſo demonſtrated 
in this ſociety; They thanked Mr. Paine for his firſt and. ſe- 
tend parts of the Rights of Man, which they approved by a 

vote of thanks in an unqualified manner; ſo they did 54 
fetter to Mr. Dundas. They p roceeded in the ſame: manner, 
with teſpect to Mr, Joel Barlow, whoſe'work was publiſhed 


about the ſame time; then follow eager inveQtives 1 go- 


vernment, ariſtocracy, and- particularly againſt the Houſe. of 


Commons; Theſe works were induſtriouſly diſperſed among 


the Top 2 tenour of the works of Paine and Barlow, 
you are * 25 ppriſed of; they were in ſome degree cal- 

preg] aan of France; but both of them, in a 
great meliſure, plainly and diſtinẽtiy applying to this coun- 


8 try. IE certainly. contain attacks againſt the monarchy 3 55 
| 2 the hereditary dignity of this and every other country, for 


they proceed 1 the model of the republic of America and 
France; and they hold them out as proper forms of govern- 


ment for our imitation ;. for there is ne ſich thing as diſ- 


- 


guiſing. that they. were publiſhed: and diſperſed induſtrioully; 
without any notice that might i in any manner tend to put the 


ople on their guard as.-to-what in theſe works was to be re- 


1 No L aſk, is it fit, or ought it to be ſuffered, 
an well regulated goverument, that general principles, bs % 


they what they mayg ſhould be circulated without the leaſt 
qualification; that the. poiſon ſhould be diffuſed without the 


| angidotes it theſe: works ſhould be put into the hands of 
eyęry mant without any thing to guard him againſt the bad parts. 


What mull de the conſequence of ſuch induſtry, but that the 


minds of the pebpde will be «changed; and their affections 
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„fr the eriüs which the vielenoe df violent men leads hem 


to wich for, and then the country muſt come to a civil com- 
motion, the horror of Which is but too much exemplified in 
a neighbouring nation. Now; in this ſtate of things, theſe: 
preparations being thus made, theſe ſocieties proceed on 
them; and here follows addreſſes to the Jacobins and the 
Convention of France, tranſmitted by Mr. Toeke himſelf. 
In theſe addreſſes there is one very exceptionable pafſage* 
which peu have heard. On the ioth of Auguſt, 1792, an - 
addreſs is propoſed by the Correſponding Society to the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information, in which they do not agree, 
but refolve to addreſs. the National Convention of France fe-+ 
vel Next follow the principles communicated both bß 
argarot and Hardy, on the expediency of another meaſure 
(Ggnatures to à declaration of the pacific: diſpoſition of the- 
people of this country towards the people of France); but 
there is no direct evidence that Mr. 'Tooke ſaw either of theſe 
perſons, or concurred with them; and therefore you muſt 
infer that he did not. The two ſocieties addreſs the conven-' 
tion ſeparately. - Gentlemen, this appears to me to be # mea 
ſure of a very doubtful nature. It is ſtated to be quite law 
| ſul in time of. peace. I am not prepared to” ſay ſo. The in- 
terference of a large body of men in this country; Who are 
well affected to their King, in the affairs of another nation ax 
war with ſome of the powers of Europe, even in time of 
peace with ourſelves, is not a thing ſo clearly lawful” as it 
ſeems to be inſiſted upon, for our Conſtitution enables the 
King only to judge of theſe things. It appears to me that I. 
ſhould. not paſs this entirely unnoticed, or ſuffer it to be un- 
derſtood as a thing clearly innocent. Without, therefore, 
giving any opinion poſitively, I ſtate it as a thing of à very 
doubtful complexion. © But whatever may be the complexion+ 
of the act in that view only, they ſay, on the part of the- 
proſecution,” that it may be criminal. They ſay, object o 
theſe addreſſes, inaſmuch as they have an aſpect towards this 
country; becauſe they 005 it is preparing men's minds to a 
change of government af home. But here again, Gentle 
men, I would not examine the wording of this addreſs too 
nicely by grammatical rules and verbal eriticiſms; we ſhould 
allow it a liberal conſtruction. But what are we to ſay of 
| Froſt's comments? The ſociety as a body, and 'Mr. Tooke, - - 
nzàãs a member of it, have thought fit to declare that Revolu - 
tions will now become eaſy; that it would not be extraor-- 
dinary if addreſſes were to come from France to a National Con 
vention in England. Now is it poſſible to ſay, what this ie, 
or rather, is it poſſiple to ddubt? It might be ſaid that Froſt- 
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end Batlow exceeded their infirutions; but that id-entircly: | 
excluded —for they tranſmit- what they did to the Conftitus. - 
tional Society, and they receive in return, au unqualified ap- 
probation from that ſoeiety. The Freſident of the National 
Convention-anfwers them it the ſame ſtrain; I lay no great 
ſtreſs” upon this —it might be natural enough for bim in the 
then fituation of France,” but it canner implieate the pr., 
ner or the fociety to which he belon ge. 

Gentlemen, the meaſures taken in the eatly part of 1792; 
deſerve” your notice. The countenance: given te Paine 
Forks, and to the works of Barlow, the addreſs of the "th: 
of Auguſt, with the invectices which followed: agaiaſt the 
government of this countty—all theſe-- inflammatory; things, 
are faid by the proſecutors to have paved the way for. an in- 
ferided. National Conventjon in England; and it is ſubmitted 
to-you that che priſoner is implicated in theſe proceedings. 
They had no direct reference to a Convention in England 
of the ſame deſeription as the Convention in France; and 
therefore, the Convention propoſed by the Stockport Society” _ 
moſt be underſtood; I think, te mean a Convention for * 
liamentary Reform; for there is nothing deeiſive in evidence 
to give it a. different ſenſe. There ig a great deal of doubt, 
Whether or not that was their ral meaning, for it was pro 
ofed- by men who-avowed republican prigciples, men for a 
deform on the Rights of Manz who are however ſaid, I. 

cannot ſay how truly, to be ready to aſſent to a R efurm con- 
ſiſtent with an attachment to King, Lords, änd Commons. 
B is difficult to believe this. However, although there are 
many ſuſpicious circuniſtances, it would be tos much, per- 
_ haps, for yqu to preſume. on the evidence, to fay that the 80 
ciet#at Stockport intended to fubyert: the goverkhment. But, 
js itpoſhble to ſay that the National Convention, Which was. 
t be feſiritated from France, was intended to be of any. 
other nature than that which they were at that moment feli- 


Sentlemen, if theſe previous meaſures: had the eſfect to 
prepare the way for ſuch a Convention as this, loak at the. 
ſucteeding-ones, and thoſe of this ſopiety in particular.” The- 
introduRion of. St. Andre and Barrere, as honorary' mem- 
bers; und their ſpeeches on the inviolability of the King 'of- 
France being ordered to bo inſerted in their books ſpecches 
 whih: Lontain principles that ſeem to have no poſſible con- 
nection with Parliamentary Reform you will fee whether 
they cum have any object but that of deſtroying one of the 
hulwatks-erefter for the ſafety of the King in this: country, 
and of retummentlrag to wen's minds, a ſylbem Which tended 
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ts, deſtroy. him and the government together. This is 4 ma- 
terial queſtion ſor your confideration.. It was obſerved chat 
others bad publiſhed ſpeeches of this nature, and were not 
_ proſecuted—certainly, when they appeared in the general 
maſs of newſpaper intelligence. However much it might be 
withed that ſuch principles never -were-circulated among us 
in any ſhape; yet having no relation to our government in 
that ſhape, there is no way of fixing eriminality upon the 
publication. But when the public attention is called by a ſo- 
cicty that had congratulated France on her Revolution, and 
by thoſe who had pronounced that Revolutions would become 
eaſy 3 that they er pected a National Convention here, to be 
congratulated- from Franee; the queſtion is, whether the of- 
fering - theſe publications in that manner, has not a different 
complexion, and whether it is not a proof that men's minds 
were intended to be prepared for a Convention which would 
not reſpect the inviolability of the King ?:? 
- Gentlemen, a Britiſh Convention in Scotland, was ſet on 
fost in the year 1793. 1 am not able to tract any thing in 
this ſociety upon the fubject till after the Convention met. 
In November, it appears in evidence that this Society ſent de- 
legates to che Convention in Scotland. Theſe delegates firit 
put it in motion. The Convention had met and adjourned - 
from time to time without doing any thing; and although it 
"was actually adjourned, when che delegates from London ar- 
rived, they eaſily prevailed to have it again aſſembled before 
the period of adjournment was expired. Gentlemen, con- 
ſider the nature of that Convention, their cloſe imitation of 
the proceedings of the French Convention, both in worcks 
and forms; and although they originally debated on triſling 
fſubjects, they did ſo with much formality, They divided in. 
to ſections; they formed committees; and though dealing in 
ſmall matters, were organized in ſuth a way as would enable 
them to manage the largeſt concerns, if they ſhould haus 
the opportunity. They appointed a committee of Ways and 
means to manage a collection, and although this collection 
was of ſmall amount, it was ſo. conducted as would have 
enabled the fame committee to manage the whole revenus 
of Scotland. Skirving values himſelf” upen having been the 
. principal introducer of theſe formalities, which although not 
apparently neceſſary, might enable them to meet, withont 
 embarraliment, the moſt important events, It appears to me 
impoſſible that all this. could be meant as, preparatory to am ap- 
plication to Parliament for Reſorm: -+Counect-{his with, their 
- proceedings, and you will find they appoint a Committee to 
repare a declaration” of the impreſeriptible and-inaliensbie 
| «Rightg of Man; and when the ſcroll of a petition to Parlia- 
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tire aponãt. Now whether all theſe forms and proceedingo 
weren aa has been alledged, mere folemp mummery, is for your 
 eonkiderations_or whether this Convention was fo. framed and 
Jo vonducted as to enable them to feel the pulſe of the People, 
and to act as that pulſe ſhould beat. That Convention was 


Held in Scotland, where the lower claſſes of people are: given 


40 reading and thinking, and likely ſoon to be acquainted 
With affairs of this nature. The Members of it might-there- 
Fore ſuppoſe that à favourable ĩimpreſſion, in conſequence of 
local eireumſtances, would be made. How ſaon the ogunte- 
ante of the People in Scotland, to theſe proceedings,” might 
have given ſuch effect as to enable the Convention te a ſſume 
a tone of royal authority, appears to me to be a queſtion of 
a vety dangerous nature; at the moment when theſe pro- 
ceedings were diſperſing all 'oyer the kingdom, the Conven- 
tion itfelf was diſperſed; and happy it was for the peace of the 
„country that it was diſperſed, 8 were had in the 
Court of Juſticiary, and ſome of the parties were puniſhed, 
Their cauſe was taken up here; great indignation was expreſſ- 
eil in this Society; great pains were taken to. irritate the pub- 
lie mind on the ſubject; and to aggravate the. grievances of 
Which they complained, on which T ſhall not ſay one word in 
this place, beyond the reach of any ordinary remedy. In the 
Meeting at the Globe Tavern, they go the length of voting 
zan Addreſs, which. ſays, that no redreſs is to be expect 
from laws which are the laws of their plunderers and oppreſ- 
ſors ; that the founder of our religion has told us we cannot 
gather grapes from thorns nor figs from thiſtles. + Where then 
ate they to look for redreſs but to ſome law of their own mak- 


ing : They pretend to reveretice the law :—how can that be? 


What reverence have they for the law, when they renounce 
he protection of the law, and when they tell you they will 
have nothing more to do with it, but that they will have a law- 
to themſel ces „% G afrrhes 4 wot» 

In this ſtate of things a Convention was propoſed here, and 
_ reſolved upon by this Society, in which the Priſoner is impli- 


-cated; If this Convention was intended to be ſuch a Conven- 


tion as that in France, any one act towards carrying it into 
elfect would be an overt-act of Treaſon. It is charged, that 
they met, in a Committee of Co-operation, to conſult on the 
: means of bringing about a Convention, - which, if made out, 
would he another overt-act of this ſpecies of High Treaſon, 
10 conſpire to call a Convention, for fuch a purpoſe, would be 
-x0-confpire"to depoſe the King, and every ac} to bring that 


about be an overt ad of High Treaſon, - | | 
* . 
"Y . 


ment ĩs preſented with regularity and order, they put a degs⸗ | 
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But now we come, Gentlemen, to the great queſtion for 


Sonſideration Was it a Convention of that nature ? 
g on tö look at the context of theſe proceedings, and from 
that; one can hardly believe, even though there is evidence of 
it, that Parliamentary Reform was the ſole object of this in- 
tehded Convention, nor help ſuſpecting that more was meant. 
But the queſtion is, What more was intended, and what was 
the precile object? If they did not mean Parliamentary Re- 
form; what did they mean? This you muſt ſee clearly before 
you pronounce. It is not enough that you have ſuſpicions, or 
that you incline to think they muſt have meant more than they 
expreſſed, you muſt diſtinc ly ſee that they meant to aſſemble 
à Convention for the purpoſe of uſurping the Government. 
On” the part of the proſecution, it is contended, that they 
meant to ball this Convention for the purpoſe of uſurping the 
SGopernment. This, it 1s ſaid, is clear, becauſe they have pro- 
claimed to the world that their object was to have a Conven- 
tion, and to put us into the ſame ſituation as a neighbouring 
eouitry where there is ſuch a Convention; and that after all, 
their cdnduct, coupled with this declaration, and all that 1s 
connected with it; after paving the way to overthrow the Mo- 
narchy and the Heres itary Ariſtocracy, their intentions muſt 
be taken to be for eſtabliſhing a National Convention in Eng- 
Jand upon the principles of the French National Convention. 
They further ſay, on the part of the proſecution, that it is not 
enough for the priſoner to inſiſt, or even to bring witneſſes to 
_ ſwear, that his intentions were not hoſtile to our Conſtitution 3 
for they ſay he ought to be tried by his conduct, and. not by 
his profeſſions and that his conduct, and the conduct of thoſe 
with whom he 'a&ted, in reſpect to their publications, to 
the Convention held in Scotland, to their Addreſſes to the 
Convention and different Societies in France, leaving out ſmall 
parts, and abandoning minute criticiſms, goes much beyond 
ſuſpicion, and amounts to ſatis factory evidence of guilt. This 
it is that makes the ſtrong part of the profecutor's. caſe; uind 
hefe, I think, they muſt leave it; for I do not coneeiye they 
go farther than to ſhew that the leaders of theſe Societies 'are 
determined Republicans; that they wanted to have a*Revolyy 
tion here, and that they are arrived at ſuch a pitch of \Repub- 
licaniſm, as to uſe every public means in their power, and 
every artifice, in order to prepare the minds of men for ſuch 
a criſis, whencver that Convention ſhould: be formed. It is 
certainly true, that if you look at the eaſe, and the exterior of 
it, on the outline, there is great ground to impute this to: the 
Correſponding Society; and it would be difficult for the ga- 
ciety_itſelf, and for the priſoner in particular, ta take 8 
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Able oh many well adus exce oo 2 Ae Son- 
duct may yet be explained, is molt e and when the Jury 
comes to enquire, they will declare whether or nat all theſe 

proceedings, Which all mankind are juſtified i in ſuſpecting, are 
duch as amount. to proof of guilt. The Jury will conlider, 
that even well founded ſuſpicion is not to be taken as proof of 
. criminality; and where they find doubts, which the evidence 
laid before them, and their own application of Wa evidence 
to the acts charged as.criming), e ee IN they eis bound 
| e | A 
| This, Gentlemen, 1 8 2s the act of the _ 
© cutor's caſe, and I conſider every thing diſproved as evidence 
on behalf of the party accuſed. This enquiry has let us à good 
deal into the i interior of theſe Societies, and has produced ac- 
. counts, which, I cannot ſay, are much to the honour of their 
Jeaders, though many of them may be'to the fafi sfaRion of the 
public. Tou ſee they have employed many mean artifices; 
they have magnibed their numbers much beyond the truth. 
- — They ſtate themſelves to be two thouſand at Sheffield; that 
they are every hour increafing ;. whereas it appears by evidence 

that they never amounted to more than Gx hundred—that * 

were ten. thouſand upon the Caſtle Hin, when the proceed- 

ings were unanimous, while it is notorious that the number, 

_ whatever it might be, conſiſted. chiefly of people whom cu- 

. riobty collected, and that the proceedings were known only to 

a few, who had previouſly agreed upon them. They ordered 

: 100, 00 copies of a particular paper for the uſe of their cor- 

1 reſpondents, while they themſelyes admit that 5000 is as many 
s they ever actually publiſhed, All theſe things T conſider as 

an oftentatious. and falſe dilplay of their own force. They had 
, been ſome time in vet habit of miſleading: the public in this 
Manner. Although this ma * be 5 in one point of 

= view, as Mere vapor, it wil 5 y have a material effect 

upon the, Aer which wo are to try; becauſe it refers im- 
E e fact, Whether they really meant o uſurp 

| Svernment of the country? 400 becauſe it refers alſb to 
1 the means were for effecking the end propoſed. The true 
flat of theſe Societies s . or GI e 
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With reſpect to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 

cher appear to have had neither numbers, money, nor even 
Zea, The other Socictics complain that they do not anſwer, 
ox even -acknawledge, the receipt of their communications. 
Sinclair, their Delegate to Scotland, complains that he is left 
unſupported. They do not meet—they are indolent and in- 
different—and. this indeed ſeems to be their general character,. 
They ſeem. to have no reſources for any thing, much leſs ſuch 


"S > _ 


as men-mult.reckod. upan who engage in ſo deſperate an at- 


tempt... Gentlemen, chere is no direct evidence of a conſpi- 
racy to inyolveany mdividuals of this Society. Nay, the con- 
trary.appears, as far 4s the evidence goes. There is great dif- 
ieulty in the evidence in this very head of a conſpiracy, but as 
to the proceedings of the Conſtitutional Society, admitting the 
obſervations I have made, they may be laid entirely out of your 
- conkdefation, The Attorney General has obſerved, that as 
"to the condutt of individuals in theſe Societies, it is to be 
- remarked that the priſoner was the director of them all; 
And, therefore, although no other individual Way appear to 
 haye done any direct thing, yet the priſoner is reſpoabible for 
CC the adhs. of the reſt are evidence againſt 
him as-a principal. Now, Gentlemen, on this charge I have 
already. obſerved to you how far the proof will go. There is 
certainly. more communication between the priſoner, Marga- 
rot, and Hardy, than any other. But with regard to Hardy, 
I wuſt ſtate to you that he ſtands acquitted ;| and therefore 
| there is an end of the charge of conſpiracy, as far as it can at- 
feCt the priſoner through him. Gentlemen, it is no argument 
in anſwer.to this charge, that, if made out, it would involve a 
eat number of 56 5 The queſtion for you to decide is, 
Whether or not it be true? You have nothing to do with the 
1 ' humbers who may be involved in it; for if there were a're- 
ellion, 100, oo men might be engaged in it; and as many as 
ate engaged in it are undoubtedly criminal. However, the pro- 
fecytion is carried on by che direction of thoſe who adviſe the 
Crowu; and in general they ſelect the leader, as well as they 
can. It is not, therefore, an objection to this conſpiracy that 
it embraces a great number of perſons ; but it is certainly rrue, 
that the greater the extent of the charge, the more you are to 
attend to eyery circumſtance of explination tending to ſhew 
whether it be well or ill founded, and the more deliberately 
you ought to weigh it. Much, it muſt be owned, remains to «+ 
| be explained by the priſoner. Mr. 'Fooke went into an effec- 
tive crols- examination of ſome of the witneſſes for the proſe- 
gution; and produced alfo evidence in his oon behalf. I 
chink he did extremely well Q: ding ſo; tor I cannot but N 
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dialer his as a charge to which it became Mr. Toche to give 
uu moſt ſatisfactory anfwer that evidence cm fürniſh - He 
has called a great number of witneſſes; and Fall ſtate the. 
effect of their evidence, I believe, more diſtinctiy and for- 
.. elbly for him, by compreſſing what they ſaid, thau by recapi- 
_ thblating What each ſaid individually. He has eſtabliſhed bythe 
” - evidence of thoſe who had the greateſt opportunity of knows | 
b ig him, that his principles were directly oppoſite to Repub- 
| Nean' principles; that he was ſincerely attached to Moriarchy 
J aud 40 the Conſtitution of this country as eftabliſhed: in Ting, 
= Lords, and Commons, only quarrelling with the preſent frame 
of the Houſe of Commons, and even that on the true balance 
of the Conſtitution; which he holds to confiſt in the King; 
-  Hanng the free exerciſe of his pretopative; and the hereditary 
- / nobility having their due ſhare of influence; all which he 
ſays,” can be effected only by the Houfe'of Commons being 3 
_, iuerecptefchtation of the People. He has given you demon- 
ſtratiohs of his principles by his public acts in 1786, 1782, 
1585; 1788, and 1 think alſo in 1789, when political queſ- 
tions were diſcuſſed, more peculiarly calculated to bring at- 
tachment᷑ to the Conſtitution and loyalty to the Sovereigi to a 
ſevere teſt. He has alſo given you evidence with reſpect to 
rhe habits of his life. He is a ſcholar, "devote to ſtudyz in 
1 ſhort,- a man convetſing mote with beoks than with+ men. 
Men of ſuch habits and of ſuch talents: are generally more 
_ worthily employed-among their books and the -' private: fotiety _ 
A of: their friends, than in mixing with fattions to convulſe the 


, 2 2, FCC 
.- Gentlemen; anotlfer fact we have fron the evidence of 
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flandling, habits, and infirmities, he is found actually dealing 


I ig 1 . 


in this buſineſs by his intercourſe with Hardy; by his inter- 
fererice With papers in the Society, but, above all, by the ; 


Addreſs to the Jacobins ; and that moft zunfortunate” paper}: 
conehiding with. the mot; exceptionable paragraph, 4" the'vi- 


pers of Monarchy and Ariſtocracy ire: writhing and gaſping 


are all moſt unqueſtionably againſt his'principles; againſt his 


ſentiments, againſt his opinions, againſt the habits of his life} 
and againſt the prefſure of his infirmities. And, therefore, 
the Attorney General Tays, had his conduct been confiſtent 
with his doctrines, his defence ought to have its full weight; 
but if, with theſe principles of : loyalty; and all che advintages 


of ſuperior talents, he has done theſe things; what can o 


chnelude? Oati you ſay he has not been a party ? Gentlemen, 
he has been a party, and an active party too; and he has, on 


that account, much difficulty to encounter. 


Gentlemen, 1 now comè to the concluſion of the charge 


againſt Mr. Tooke, which refts on the, impreſſion which his 
conduct in theſe Societies, down from the year 1792, ſhall 
make on ydur minds. It begins in 1792, and is carried down 
tothe time of taking (meaſures to aſſemble the intended Cons 
vention It refers to the real intent and purpoſe of his mind 
as to the abjet᷑t of that Convention. If you thall ſee, not with. 
ſtantling the impreſſion this conduct muſt have made on your 

minds; and what it muſt have made on every man's mind; that 
con ſidering the nature of the enterpriſe, the actual ſituation of 
the man; his prineiples arid habits of life, the means of effect - 
ing ſueh an enterpriſe, you are bound rather to refer all theſe 
tranſactions to ſome other ſourcez you may fay' that however 
ſuſpicious the eaſe may be, the conſpiruey is not made out; 
and you will ſay ſo, by finding him not guilty, But if yon 
ſee the caſe elearly in the other light, then you will de ihst 


which the jultice of your country calls upon you to do. I Win 


Heartily that Mr. Locke had put all theſe circumſtances be-. 
vond all ſuſpicion ; becauſe I ſee with great regret, that u 
tan of his genius, learning and great capacity to be uſeful 
to mankind, whoſe character has been ſo well ſupported by 
the evidence of a reverend and venerable Prelate, the Biſhop 


of Glouceſter, who vould flatter no man—t ſay, 1 mould 
heartily have rejoiced that Mr, Looke had put the whole of this 


caſe beyond all ſuſpicion. -} caunot 10 'he has lane ſo 
There is a great deal yet to explain which lam wnterly pnable 


to develope. Even to this moment; the conduct of this Gen . 
4leman-is in various inſtances totally jnexplicalle to me. Ali 


_ that we have heard goeg, in my opinion, but à lite Way to 
Wards diſcorering how this calg rgally Hands, the evidence 
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before you 5 and; A5 6e. 3 *** "= 
You will rot determine-untityou have made ſuoh-examination. - . 
ag ie Oaſe requires; you will then. give a verdict ſuch 27 mall 
= 8 and in fatidhfing mes, = ure you. 

3 at your | | . . 2 8 
"The Fary withdrew for- ted Suess only od being 8 
barten their . e 1 . = 
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8 4 bn of aha the County 5 vis ian 
| FS vey by. a ſhont from the populace aſſembled without: 
. won as filerice” was reſtored. in * . it: required. 
= e r 
3 "Mr. Te meg Ng the Court and the Jurys 0 verde 
ts 10 4 My eee ag er ee . 
2 4 41 beg leave to return e üs, Wente 3 r 
| „and to you Gentlemen of the Jury, for your con- 
| due Gering this trial—give me leave eo'fay; that the conelu- 
fon of ir, which has given me ſo mucht ſatiafsftion-and has 
5 ol you ſatisfaction, will give as much ſatisfaction and do 
ext deal of good to our country. 1 alt now tell you, 
ar indeed 1 could bare told you before; but what it was not 
req and "therefore not fit that I ſhould tell you before, 
is the only reaſon r 1 now trouble you to hear mne 
at Al, in mote Words than are neceſſary to eturn my thanks. I 
Have the Pleaſure to be confident you will never have the trou- 
== of going through fuel à trial again. And now 1 will fell 
Fou, in as few words as L am able, the reaſon why his Lordfhip 
_  entertameda_ doubt upon my conduct. Jr aroſt᷑ entirely from 
my own abundant caution, and the care 1 tk to preſerve the 
tegularity of the proceedings of this Court. It aròſe incideut- 
all alſo, from a circumſtance which I could not poffibly ore 
fte, and which I had no means of gueſſing at until I heard the 
| Attorney- Generals s reply. In that reply he *thought fit to lay 
great ſtreſs on the alterations which appeared in the papers in 
my hand writing. He infiſted that the word King being in- 
ferred here, ſtruck out there, Government ſtruck out, and 
Country inſerted in its ſtead, &c. afforded ſtrong prefumption 
. that l was concerned in the original framing of theſe papers. 
The truth is that 1 had no hand in framing any of them, nor 
any connection with any of the Societies from which they 


5 came. 1 do not woken 22855 at this? * 2800 one individual 
. Ne 
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Member of the Country Societies z nor ſhould I have known : 


any thing whatever of the London Societies, but from the cir» 
cumſtance of my having been Candidate for the City of Weſt- 
minſter. In that character, I viſited them, and, to take care of 
a very honeſt, though not a very able man, I peruſed ſuch 
apers as he brought me, and, when I found that they were 
intended for publication, ſtruck out what appeared to me to 
be libellous, and corrected what appeared to be bad Engliſh» 3 


1 trifling favour which I never refuſed to any perſon who ap- 
pes me. I could ſay this of a Gentleman who wrote 2 = 


ook againſt me; he ſhewed it to me in manuſcript, and I core 
reed it as L did theſe papers. I proteſt that I meant it en- 


_ tirely for the ſake of the law, on which our lives. and fortunes . 
muſt all depend, and by which, I hope, they will be always 


— 


protected, as mine have been this night. Having ſaid this, I 


no declare in the face of thig Court, that no man ever came 


into it or was diſcharged honourably out of it, who ſtood more 
Free from the charge exhibited againſt him, than I did of that 
which the Attorney General thought fit to make againſt me in 
his reply. Nothing of this was mentioned in the Solicitor Ge- 
neral's opening. It was not even alluded to till the mouths of 
the Counſel, who have defended me ſo nobly, and my own, 
were ſhut, and very properly, by the rules of the Court. I was 
content to riſk. my life rather than once attempt to vialate the 
eſtabliſhed forms of juſtice. .. U pon..this frivolous charge haye 
1 ſuffered proſecution, for High Treaſon, in which 1 haue 75 
been defended: ſo gloriouſſy by Mr. Erſkine and Mr. Gibbs; 
and I hope the manner in which I have been acquitted Will 


plead my excuſe for having detained. the Court after the buſi» 
neſs was over. I hope, my Lord, you will accept my thanks; 
to my Counſel, I tender my thanks; you, Gentlemen of the 


| Jurys J hope, will accept my thanks; and the Law, which I 
love and revere, which has been ſo gloriouſly aſſerted, will teach 
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Attornies Generdk, in future, how to maintain the doctrine of - } 


treaſon upon conſtruction.. 5 
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arged with the crime. of High Treaſon, were put to the bc 
The following gentlemen; being the firſt twelve who anſwered 


22. 


| an bing called, wers worn in a W 


9. * * 


Oman Dies, Ea. Roper Lewis, d. 5 


bf Rogzzr Danson, Elg. Marr Hupson, 5 
Ax. TROTTER, Blq.'- | Haznky BuLLock, 5 


 RonBzaT Mrs, „ Jon Powstr, Ed. 
WII LIIN Harwoop, ra. Hocn RRTNOLDs, Eg. 
1 MES Hircakxrk, Eſq. © TROMAs HAnRISON, Eg. 
Fritoners being arraigned: by” a -ſtatement of. Hi 
ny in a general hoy OP „ „„ : | _ E 5 : 
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| Gentlemen of the 


| When 1 had laſt the honour to attend in this place, in "the | 

execution of my duty, I addrefſed the Jury for the purpoſe of 
' ſtating to them What appeared to me to be the effect of the 
_ which 1 had to lay before them, in the conſideration 
of the cafe then before them: that evidence was duly conſider- 
ed, and that J ury, in the 8 of their conſtitutional func- | 
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tion, RS the gentlemen accuſed under chat evidancs Not 
Guilty. It then became my duty to conſider to the beſt of my 
3 judgment what I ought to do, in the ſituation in which I and 
with reſpe& to the Public and the Gentlemen now at the Bar. 
The evidence which I had to offer againſt them was the ſame, 
or nearly the ſame, as that which was produced againſt the 
two perſons who have heen found Not Guilty. In that ſitu- 
ation I have conſidered, to the beſt of my judgment, what is 
due from me to the Public and to the Gentlemen now at the 
Bar, and, I am of opinion, it is proper for me to ſubmit to the 
deciſion of that Jury, _ agree to the acquittal of theſe Gen- 
tlemen; and therefore $9 not ta lay adegce be- 
fore ou upon this occaſion. . * ay „ 
The Chief Fuffice —Gentlemen, There is no evidence offer- 
ed againſt the Priſoners at the. Bar; and therefore * will of 
courſe find them Not Guilty. | ; d 
The Jury found them Nor Gun rr. 
BM The Chief Juſtice. —** Theſe Gentlemen having been found 
Not Guilty, are now diſcharged. wa 
©  - They then all retired from the Bar, except Mr. nale, 
who N Ekes: a deſire to addreſs the Cort. 3 
Mr. Holcroft, you have been acquitted 
is 2m 12 bord cds mack Pages los ration. But 
VR at but per ps AK be 11 15 for row lp ths 
= clan of the other Gentlemen who have juſt retired. 
b- Mr. Hr. AEyery man ſhould att 182 to the ber 
o his own jadgment. . tells I is my duty 
to adde a fem words to ti the Gentlemen of 
the Jury. . 1 
The Chief Jolie eg beta, 3 you . have. no 
right to. addreſs either the Court, or the:Jury: 1 do not wiſh 
to hold you firiftly to the ncht, and as. you pu conduc yourfelt 8 
pee „ ſhall not ſtop you. 
Nr. Holer 1 My. Lord, I bave ven oonödered what 118 
to 75 whether your . and y gyn will differ 
agree, it ie impoſſible for me to know. I can therefore on f 
beg of your Eordfhip to hear what I have to ſay,” the de- 
duction of an honeſt and well-intentioned mind. 
The Chief SOR .— That deduction. from a wellointentioned 6 
mind ſhould perly timed; Sir, at. preſent ou. are not 
called upon to ſay. any thing, and. you. have no righ * bean 
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it is my deſire to ſtate here ab in this Court— 


wi. 


Mr. Harz Abet this hjuRtite Thave Tulletea, 400 Shich 


The Ch eher. Ton bare bien dealt With woſk bonour- 


ably, on the part öf the Atthttry General. Tou fed in- 
duiicted by your ew le wat man can fairly complain"in that 


ſituation, or ought to 


ſuffered to complain, of in juſtice, be- 


' -> " cauſe in that Gtgntion, he "complains of 6 


Sir, you brought vourſelf into cuſtody by your own voluntary 
appearance; you have, in conſequence of it; been treatèd ho- 


nourably and with all poſhble attention. If you had ſtood at 
the bar; and evidence had been called againſt you, it muſt have 


been left to the Jury for their oonſßderation, whether or not 


you were guilty : yeu have been called upon to go through 
that trial, and therefore you ſhould not be heard to complain 


\ of Mee Mer Holeroſt, I think you ought now to with- 


draws but if you will be decent, I do not with to-ftopyou. | 
Mr. Helargft.—Ag it appears to be the general with that 1 


ſhould withdraw; 1 hall de fo, for in every zbing L. de, N jW 


to deſetye the good opment ot mankind. If in the exerdiſa of 
what appeare to: et be my duty Iam wrong; 1 am forry I 
Have no more ynderſtanding;, Ido not with to pe à violent ar 
an obRinate man :—T have ſorde cireumſtances of the greateſt 


inqporiance'to my country reſpecting which I wiſh to he heard 


no ia this Courts but if it is deſired chat I ſhould withdraw, ö 
1 to 3 ee of e of pub- 5 3 


ae 2 Wo Pefice—You had better take care of that ao, 
for you 'may . . in abother ſcrape, as ſoon as you ; 
bet out of this, 

Mr. Holergft.—My Lord, L i not ſeek to expoſe myſelf wt 
puniſhment; but if in the diſcharge of what I conſider to be 


my du 1 ſhould be 2 2859 Fam iow 4nd ob ſhall be 
1 8 * wy WRC 2 + oa 
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ir: Thetdpdlty ben called td the bar, fag wie the chu. 


bene af the Jurors etitirely to his . 


The following Jury Ken Form on bis trial. 


. aar, ee. ae Biſcuit-maker. 


2 Je Payne, of Turnham-pgreen, Efq. 
tt Jobs Mercer, of Uxbridge, Mealman. 
Richard Carter, of Paddington-ſtreet, Eſq. 
Nathaniel Stonard, of Bromley, Brewer, 8 
| * Es of 2 Farmer. 
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not ſpare himſelf the trouble of entering into the pre 
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Andrew; Burt, of Charlotte-Rireet; Wapping: .. N 4 Re 7 
James Stephens, of Liſſon-green, Eſq.. .. .. e 
Jonathan Eade, of Stoke-Newington, Ship dende fi 

_ . George Edward, of the Chacerſide, TROY RE 0 00 
Edward Hill, of Hendon, Gent... pg Far, 
2 n of St. George s, Eſa... 7 TAR) FX 5 5 N 
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Me. Fou, * ca eat 3 : 

"Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, that his learned big . 
Ken the Attorney-General and Solicitor-General having 
diſcharged the laborious duty impoſed upon them in the former 
trials, in a manner ſo highly creditable to themſelves, it fell to 
His ſhares however unequal to the taſk, to ſtate the circum- 
ſtances upon which the Proſecution was founded * againſt the 


priſoner. now at the bar. Before, however, he entered into 


this ſtatement, there was one circumſtance to which he muſt 
advert.” After two deciſions acquitting perſons included in 
the ſame indictment with the Priſoner after what had paſſed 
that morning, when four others in fimillar circumſtarices had 
been diſcharged from the Bar, it might be aſked why he did 
Goat caſe. 
In what had paſſed that morning, the Attorney General had 


ated with that candour and honour towards the public, and 
With that humanity and tenderneſs of the liberty of the ſubject, 


which ſo much diſtinguiſhed him in the exerciſe 'of his pro- 


' Feſhonal duties. It might be aſked then why he did not fol- 


Jow his example; he ſhould have been happy indeed to fol- 
low that example; but neither the caſes of the former acquit- 


_ tals, nor of the perſons who had that morning been diſcharged ' 


from the bar, had any reference to the cafe now before the 
Jury. He fhould, i in the courſe of his ſpeech," explain the rea- 


ſons why he was of this opinion; with reſpect to their extent 


md application it remained for the Jury to determine. There 


A were two queſtions connected with every indictment; firſt, 
it was neceſſary to ſhew that the crime charged had really 
been committed; ſecondly, when the exiſtence of the crime - 


had been aſcertained, it became per to enquire by whom it 
had been committed, and whether by clear and ſatisfaQory 


evidence, it could be brought home to the Priſoner ?' It was 


neceſſary to keep theſe two queſtions diſtin, both from re- 
gard to the intereſts of the public, and for the ſake of juſtice to 
the Priſoner, who was not to be held reſponſible, except ſo far 


| 75 he was proved to have been implicated in the crime de- 


ibed in the indictment. Though in the preſent inſtance 


the Priſoner was comprized in the indictment with many 


others, 3 it was not leſs necellary that the exiſtence of the general 
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charge ſhouldbe proved, bat che application: of the evidence = 
to each caſe was perfectly diſtinct as it affected the different 
individuals. He, now addreſſed many of thoſe Jurymen, who 
had on a former trial acquitted Hardy, and he was glad that 
he had the honour of addreſſing them, from the unwearied at- 
tention and ſtrict. propriety with which they had conducted 
themſelves in the painful and arduous taſk to which they were 
called upon that occaſion; he was confident that in the ver- 
dict which they then gave, they bad diſcharged their duty 
with the greateſt fidelity and impartiality. Far was he from 
arraigning either that vᷣerdict, or the verdict which had been 
given in the ſubſequent trial. And he was glad that he now 
addreſſed ſome of thoſe Jurymen who were engaged in the 
trial of Hardy, as they muſt be acquainted with the grounds 
on which their former verdict had been given, He would 
 ſhew by evidence, that theſe had no application to the preſent 
caſe. Ie was not one of the grounds of that former verdict 
that a doubt had been entertained of the exiſtence of the 
general charge in the indicgm enn. 
On that ſubject he was in poſſeſſion of the opinion of the 
Court; except facts had been made out to eſtabliſh: the ge- 


neral charge, the proceedings would not have gone on from 


day to day, or the Jurymen kept far ſuch a length of time 


from their families and buſineſs. Whatever then were the 


deer to eſta 


- motives of the former verdicts, they were ſuch as were 
ſtrictly perſonal to the priſoners. Before he entered into the 
evidence, it might be neceſſary to call their attention to the 
caſe. The crime of High Treaſon, charged in the indictment, 
was a crime of the higheſt nature, and in the laws reſpecting 
it the Conſtitution had taken care to provide at once for its 
own ſecurity and the protection of the ſubject. The charge 
in the preſent inſtance was gompaſſing the King's death. In 
order to prevent the ire en of new and unheard of 
Treaſons, which had in former times been a ſource of great 
grievance to the ſubject, and which, he truſted, would never 
again be attempted, the Statute, of Treaſon rendered it neceſ- 
fary that an indiftment for that crime ſhould conſiſt of dif 
tinct charges, one of which muſt be clearly made out in or- 
| Bliſh the guilt of the priſoner. —The different ſorts _ 
of Treaſon were themſelves diſtinctly deſcribed by the ſtatute. _ 
But the particular overt-afts by which they were made out, or 


in other words, the means taken for accompliſhing the tre- 


ſonable purpoſe, as they were as various and extenſive as the 
different crimes. of men, could not poſſibly be ſo deſcribed. 
It; was therefore neceſſary that their deſcription ſhould be taken 
from the authorities of thoſe caſes that had at different times ; 
NOM ae a nenn 
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ue deko the Oourts.! He eonhtended, Auf id bene to ls 
- Fitute the particular treaſon charged in thi indictment, that 
of compaſling che King's death, it was not neceſſary that the 
paryy ſhould be 8 to have had a ditett Purpoſe to tak 
| Nane "fe of His Majeſty. It was ſufficietit if he cbul 
bay Nee to have had an intention to reſtrain His liberty with 
relpekt to his government, or depoſe him from, his royal ſtate 
And 8 f acts having ſuch a tendeney were diſtinctly 
proved, th ey were in his © Hum fuſfeient to Leda ro oyert- 
AL es of fig h Treaſon. After the long diſcuhon of the Taw 
which had karten lace on the former ble he would 1 — 
in the prefent inſtance, exhauſt either his own . 
their attention, by. dwelling longer on the ſubject. 
 ovettafts in the in accent amounted to eight or dine, any 
of which, if made'out, was ſufficient to prove the treuſbnab 
purpoſe. Had not cheſe overt-afts amvunted to Treaſon, 
the indierment could not have been ptockeded upon, but 
muſt have been immediately quathed. All the acts went to 
me an intention of ſubverting the Conſtitution, chiefly 
ph the medium of holding a Canvention; to which poi 
_ from che nature of the evidence he had to bring frac, hy 
: belleved that he might ſafely confine their attention. When 
tte incherment tated the charge (“ to ſubvert and alter the le- 
| g fe rule and government not happily and duly 
ed in this kingdom, and to depoſe our Sofettight Cord the 
Rings cc. it, in his opinion, made uſe of more words than 
| eceffary. It was impoſſible to ſubvert the legiſlature, 
Ae at the fame time, -depoſing che King. In purſuatice 
of this intention, the indictment 2 . red * with having 
met and tonfulted together on the bla of, holding a Conven- 
tion againſt the will, and in defratice of the authority of 
Parliament, with publiſhing papers, in order to excite others 
Bel co- 4 gone in their purpoſe, and providing arms, and con- 
"bi rovide others Faith atms, that they might be en- 
Wiel fore forcibly to carty their defigns into execution. Four per- 
fons "included with the priſoner in the indiftment, had that 
| morning been acquitted, he had almoſt * 8 the conſent, but 
more properly by the forbearante of the Attorney General 
in not bringing forward that which went to ettablch their 
mare in the general charge. This forbearance had been ex- 
erted by the Attorney General in the moſt hohourable manner, 
To as to prevent thoſe perſons from foffering one 'moment's 
deprivation of liberty Ton g 7 the law requited, and at a 
time too when it gave to the priſoner all the advantage of the 
inferenice that might be drawn from the circumſtance of their 


On and afforded _ fikewife : an oppottunity of e 
| | thoſe 


; ; ( 0 
Ca 


e 
thoſe perſons 25 witneſſes who had previouſly been charged as 
his accomplices. The firſt queſtion that aroſe for confider- | 


ſocieties, who entertained ſuch purpoſes as were charged in 
the indictment ? and on that ground it became neceſſary to 
explain a little further the nature of the evidence on which 
the general charge reſted. If it ſhould be proved that there 
exiſted ſuch ſotieties, of one of which the priſoner was an 
active member, who, in purſuance of their own viſionary. 
rojeQts, fought to accomplith an alteration in the eftablifhed 
government, by what "they termed the fovereign will of the 
people, 'and by their own laws, not thoſe of the legiſlature, it 
was incumbent upon the proſecution to ſhew by evidence that 
ſuch was the clear and undoubted object of the priſoner at the 
bar. But it was not neceffary to ſhew that perſons entertain- 
ing treaſonable defigns had avowed their purpoſe in clear and 2 
unequivocal language. Few perfons under an eſtabliſned go- 
vernment would venture directiy to avow that they enter- 
tained intentions of a treafonable nature. Treaſon was that 
ſpecies of crime, 'which more than any other concealed itfetf 
Im public view. Was it likely that perſons ſhoald come for- 
ward in the face of the country, with declarations of hoſti- 
lity to a Conſtitution, to which its ſubjects were ſo ſtrongly 
atiached, and under which they enjoyed fo many bleſſings. 
This was of itſelf 'a circumſtance. ſufficient to induce thoſe. 
erfons to diſguiſe, in the firſt inſtance, the extent of the ob- 
ject which they had in view. It was not only neceffary that 
„they ſhould have 'a cloak of plauſible pretext, in order to 
ſcreen themſelves from the vigilance of the law, but likewife 
to delude others to co-operate with them; to draw in the raſh, - 
the ignorant, and the unwary, till they were too deeply plunged | 
in their ſchemes, to be able to recede. Such was the policy 
which dictated their mode of proceeding. Accordingly the 
object conſtantiy profeſſed by the ſociety was, to procure a 
Reform in Parliament. He would not deny that a dere for 
ſuch a reform might proceed from a juſt view of abuſes, 
which really exiſted in the government, and were indeed in- 
ſeparable from every human inſtitution, and that a deſign to 
bring it about by legal and peaceable means might not only 
be innocent but meritorious. But he had no heſitation to 
affirm that any 1 to bring about a reform without the 
will of parliament itfelf amounted to High Treaſon. Could 
a Jury be of opinion that the glorious fabric of the Conſtitu- 
tion, which had been growing up for ages, and bad been ma- 
tured. by fucceſſive efforts of the virtue and wiſdom of their 
anceſtors—ſurely @ better guide than che viſionary plans of 
e | modern 
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© modern ſpeculatiſts—ought all at once to be deſtroyed, be- 
- cauſe the London Correſponding Society forfooth thought fit 
that it ſhould no longer exiſt ?. Would a Jury be perſuaded 
to hazard ſuch an-experiment, at the expence of their liberty, 
property, of all that was dear and valuable to the ſubjects of 
this country ? The very idea could not be even mentioned 
without ſhuddering. Eren then, if the reform which was 
profeſſed was the true object of thoſe. ſocieties, no matter 
whether the grievances which they ſought to redreſs were 
real or imaginary, yet if that reform was intended to be ac- 
compliſhed by force, the end could not ſanctify the means, 
and their purpoſe was clearly treaſonable. But he was very 
far from admitting that a Parliamentary Reform was the real 
object of thoſe ſocieties, or of the priſoner at the bar. That 
it was not their object he would be able to prove by their own 
acts and declarations, comparing declarations made at one 
time, in which it was profeſſed, with declarations made at 
another, of a very oppoſite tendency. © Every declaration, he 
admitted, ought to be conſtrued favourably for the perſon by 
whom it is made, but this could not be the caſe if it was 
"oppoſed by -a contrary declaration of the ſame perſon, 
which appeared to expreſs the real ſentiments of his heart. 
An the preſent caſe it was the duty of the Jury to act for 
themſelves, and not to throw away their own judgment. They 
were entruſted with the proſperity of the country and the ſup- 
port of the Conſtitution on one ſide, and with the life and 


honour of the priſoner on the other. The preſent was a 


_ queſtion of the higheſt importance, with reſpe& to which they 
were bound to decide from the dictates of their conſcience, as 
guided by their underſtandings, without allowing themſelves in 
the ſmalleſt degree to be influenced either by the frowns of 
power, or the applauſe of a mob. Before they. pronounced a 
verdid& which ſhould condemn the priſoner, they would aſk 
themſelves, Whether they were ſatisfied beyond even the pro- 

bability of a doubt, that he was guilty of the crime with which 

he was charged ? With reſpect to what was the profeſſed ob- 


= - ject of theſe Societies, a Parliamentary Reform, they would 


hear more fully from his learned friend, when he came to the 
defence. But when it was held out, that they aimed at effet- 
ing that Reform only by legal and conſtitutional means, he 
would aſk, What thoſe phraſes legal and conſtitutional were 
intended to expreſs? He knew of no other legal and conſti- 
tutional means of obtaining an object, except through the 
channel of King, Lords, and Commons. In vain, therefore, 
did they employ the phraſes legal and conſtitutional,” if from 
_ other declarations it appeared that the means to "_— 1 
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looked were their on force and exertions. If they conceived, 
ſack means to be legal and: conſtitutional, he had only to ob- 
ſerve that they were moſt dangerouſly deluded. —He- would! 
now undertake to ſhew them, both by negative and affirmative 
evidence, that the caſe was ſuch as he had already ſtated; he 
would not only ſhew that it was the intention of theſe Societies 
to ſubvert the eſtabliſhed Government of the country, but 
would go a ſtep further, and ſhew that it was not their inten- 
tion to procure that Reform which they profeſſed. For this 
purpoſe it would be neeeſſary more particularly to ſhew the na- 
ture of that Society of which the priſoner was a member. 
The learned Counfel then went into a hiſtory of the inſtitution! 
of the London Correſponding Society, and of its proczedings, 
commenting upon them as he went along, but into this part of 
his ſpeech; as the ground has already been fo fully occupied by 
the Attorney General and Solicitor General, and the documents 
to which it referred, ſo repeatedly brought forward in the 
courſe of the former trials, it cannot be neceſſary that we 
mould follow him at length. He remarked, that whatever was 
the purpoſe intended in the firſt inſtitution of the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, it could hardly have been more artfully 
contrived for danger to the public ; it was in its nature prolific 
of mifchief, It became a formidable weapon in the hands of 
defigning' men, from being divided and ſubdivided into ſubs 
ordinate ſocieties under the ſame head, from its tendency to 
promote ſimilar Societies in all parts of England and Ireland, 
connected by a conſtant correſpondence, and co-operating for 
a common purpoſe. He would indeed have given to the inven- 
tors credit ſor the wiſdom of their plan, if it did not appear, 
as he ſhould afterwards ſhew, that they had only borrowed it 
from another quarter,” A more effectual mode of diſſeminating 
opinions, contrary to the eſtabſiſhed Government of a country, 
could not pbflibly have been deviſed. The Conſtitutional 8- 
ciety appeared in the fame connection, but was not ſo active 
as the Correſponding Society, the plan of which was peculiar 
to itſelf, and which by meeting in detached bodies, and iu 
ſmall numbers, was calculated to elude obſervation and eſcape 
ſuſpicion; Not only the mode in which the Society concerted 
the plan of proceeding to be adopted in the different diviſions, 
but the period at which the inftitution firſt took: place, was 
extremely material. It took place at a time the molt ſerious, 
_ alarming, and critical, for every eſtabliſhed Government 
during the progreſs of the French Revolution every ſtep of 4 
which, beyond the firſt, was marked with deſolation and = 
blood. It“ was modelled upon the fame plan as the Jacobin re 
Club in Paris, and the Om in the country were contrived 
ct Es Es : _ to 
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to be exactly ſimllar to the Affiliated Societies in different parts 
of France, They were not left to gather this ſimilarity merely 
from inference. Theſe Societies had confirmed it by their own. 
conduct; they had directly addreſſed the Jacobin Club, and 
afterwards the Convention. What had ſuch an intercourſe to 
do with their profeſſed object of a Reform in the Britiſh: Par- 
liament. One of their firſt acts was to expreſs an early deſire 
of fraterniz ing with the Jacobin Club, and of receiving into 
their boſom thoſe leaders in France, who. were polluted with 
blood. They were eager. to expreſs their approbation of the 
Revolution effected by Societies in that country, if the deſtruc- 
tion of all Government can indeed be called a Revolution. 
Such was the nature of the Correſponding Society, the time 
at which it was inſtituted, and the model upon which it was 
' Formed. But what were their real views might alſo fairly be 
inferred from the publications which they ſo anxiouſly diſperſe, 
for the purpoſe; as they themſelves ſtated, of enlightening the 
minds of the People, and inciting them to co- operate in their 
views. To theſe publications they themſelves appealed; as the 
teſt of their proceedings. The learned Counſel then proceed- 
ed to read extracts from the printed evidence, and the books of 
the Societies, among which were thoſe paſſages from Paine's 
Rights of Man, and Barlow's Advice tothe Privileged Orders, 
Which ridicule the idea of all Hereditary Government, and 
ſoretel a ſpeedy deſtruction to the Monarchies of Europe. He 
z ſked whether thoſe were the ſentiments ho wiſhed to correct 
the vices of Monarchy, or to pull it up by the roots? Having 
now given what they themſelves held out, as the teſt of 
their opinions, he would proceed to compare their opinions 
with their practice the moſt fait mode of judging which 
could be adopted with reſpecꝭ to the conduct of ſuch a man as 
the priſoner; , If their object had been to obtain à Parliamen- 
tary Reform, as they ſtated, by legal and peaceable means, the 
moment they found that they could not ſucceed in that ob- 
ject, and that their applications were ine ffectual, they would 
hare diſſolxed their Society and abandoned their proceedings, 
but inſtead of that, they became more aclive and zealous than 
ever. It was evident then what was their zeal, and what their 

Folourable ↄbject The Taft was only calculated to miſlead thoſe 
who. were better diſpoſed than themfelves—to draw the ig- 
_ Horant and the unwaty into a common vortex, to lead them 
on to acts, the conſequences of which none but the leaders 


FLould foreſee, in hopes that ſtep by ſtep, they might be brought 
t goncur in an object from which in the firſt inſtance they 


would have [tarted back with horror. He then proceeded to 


. _ Tead the Addreſſes of the Societies to the Convention, the 
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proceedings relative to the miſſion of Froſt and Barlow, and 
the reſolutions appointing St. Andre, Rolland and Barrere ho- 

norary members, & c. all of which he accompanied with com- 


ments. He then read the reſolutions of a Society eſtabliſhed ' 


in the borough of Southwark, on the igth of April, 1792, 
in the inſtitution of which the priſoner had taken an active 
art; : | | . "> Jang 4 rs oe nf Tf WEOCS 2ok 
| ke went on to take notice of the proceedings of the Socie- 
ties with reſpect to the Convention held at Edinburgh, and 
contended that the intention of the parties had nothing to do 
with an application to Parliament for the purpoſe of obtaining 
a Reform in the Houſe, That this might haye been their ob- 
ject originally he would not deny; but then, he affirmed, that 
they had long deſerted that object, and the Delegates had af- 
terwards agreed in aſſembling a Convention in England, which 
was to have no views of a Parliamentary Reform by petition 
to Parliament. In theſe proceedings, he ſaid, he ſhovld prove 
the priſoner to have been a very active member. He main- 
tained that if theſe points were clearly proved, it would be no 
anſwer ta ſay that theſe perſons were too inſignihcant in point 
of numbers to be thought of as being dangerous to theState, that 
they never could have been ſucceſsful, for it was to be obſerved 
that it was only to unſucceſsful Treaſon that the law could he 
ſucceſsfully oppoſed, for in the tumult of arms the law muſt 
be filent. He then proceeded ta take notice of the proceedings 
of the Society of which the priſoner was an active member, in 
the month of January, 1794; and he maintained that they 
were direct overt- acts of High Treaſon, as charged in his in- 
dictment. In this meeting, he ſaid, the Addreſs to the Peo- 
le of Great Britain and Ireland was voted; and in this ad- 
dreſs, he ſaid, that here they blended together feal and una- 
voidable grievances with imaginary abuſes, for the purpoſe of 
impoſing upon the public, and irritating the public mind 
againſt the Government, and upon this there would be. no 
doubt what was their intention, for they ſaid they muſt make 
laws for themſelves, aſſuming a legiſlative authority, and com- 
ing to the point at once.—And it was a direct overt-act of 
Hizh Treaſon within the deſcription given to it in the indict- 
ment; it was a ſtep preparatory to aſſembling a Convention, 
that was to act of itfelf with legiſlative authority, which mutt 
neceſſarily reſiſt and call on the public to reſiſt, the eſtabliſhed 
Legiſlature of the Country, and this he ſhould conßder to be 
an overt- act of High 'Treaton, until he had higher authority to 
correct his opinion than any that could come from the bar, 
however reſpectable that authority might be. He then pro- 
geeded to take notice of the Reſolutions of Chalk Farm, in 
007 5 B 2 which 
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material parts of the Reſolutions, as alſo of the draft of other 
VWVeſohnzene which were not voted, but were found in the poi- 
© Neffion-of Mr. Thelwall, and were of the hand writing of Mr. 
Martin, and maintained that if theſe papers were brought 
Home to the Priſoner, there could not remain a doubt of his 


guilt, for the laſt of theſe papers went directly to abſolve the 
jets of this Country of their allegiance, and tended directly 
0 their taking up arms againſt their Sovereigg. 
The next point he alluded to, was that of employing force 
er \carrying the views of theſe Societies into effect, and upon 
this he took notice of an Aſſociation at Lambeth, by which, he 
aid, the concluſion he drew would appear too clear; it was 
not poſſible to know, nor was it neceſſary for the preſent in- 
quity, whether the Convention that was intended to be called 
in England, were intended to have arms for themſelves, the 
prababilit) was that they were not; but that was immaterial, 
for by their on doctrine it appeared that they would, if they 
_ employ others in arms; they bad already declared, that 
in certain caſes they would oppoſe force to force; if 
arms wee to be put into the — of people, ho were taught 
to believe they were oppreſſed and dered, they would op- 
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Poſe any attempt t0 diſperſe the ir Convention. The intent to 


_ toverturn the Government, was here complete, and the act 
-would be accompliſhed, provided the force was ſufficient. 
Wich reſpect to the parole teſtimony, he ſaid he declined 
eenlarzing on it, becauſe; he thought it better to leave it to the 
-efle& it ſhould have from the witneſſes themſelyes, and the 
Jury he had no doubt would attend to it in the manner it ſhould 
appear to deſerve, u hen given, and if they ſhould find it con- 
nected with and confirmed in the outline by the written evi- 
idence, they would give it the weight it ſhould deſerve, and of 
that the Jury alone were the proper judges. ns ep hn 
He thewproceeded to obſerve that after having gone 2 
all the evidence which related to the Society of which the 
Priſoner was ſo :aftive a member, there would then remain 
another que ſtion, without the decifion of which all that he 
Had ſaid would not affect the Priſoner The queſtion was, 
Whether there would be before the Jury ſufficient evitlence 
to bring home to the gentleman at the bar, a participation in 
the guilt of all theſe procęedings to overturn the Government ? 
Now, with regard to that, ke had already ſtated that he ſhould 
«prove him to have been active, and a leading member, avd 
_ concurring in meaſures, the object of which could admit af no 
doubt; but co confirm it, he ſhould produce a letter written by 
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the gentleman Ae, 108 felead file tn America, dated 
the 13th of February, 1794 this letter he rrad It fiated 
that he, the Priſoner, had been accuſed of iube- rmmeſs in 
the cauſe of liborty, but that he in fact was more | 
any body in the metropolis in that reſpect, and that he had 
facrificed many andvantageous friendſhips, on account of his 
principles; that he admired the French Revolution; did not 
think ſo ill of the Briſſotine party in France as ſome perſons 
did, nor even of Marat himſelf, but that upon the moſt mature 
deliberation, he was convinced that the Mauntain Party in 
the French Convention were the beſt defenders of the cauſe of 
liberty in France. That he was a real Sans Culotte. That even 
in America, their notions of liberty were not what they ought 
to be, for that they had rather too much reverence for property; 
they had too much religion and too much law.—This-the 
learned Serjeant ſaid, was a full proof of thedo@rine, princi- 
ples and opinions of the priſoner ; he called on the Jury to re- 
fleft on the character of a true Sans Culoiis, and, he ſaid, they * 
woutd find it in the hiſtory of the maſſacres in Paris and at 
Lyons ; and he then aſked the Jury to come to a concluſion as 
40 what fort of Liberty a true Sans Culotte Liberty was. He 
then read another lettter from Mr. Phelwall to a friend of his 
in Rutlandſhire, which was read in evidence on the former trials, 
it contained an account of ſome ſongs; &c. written by Mr. 
Thelwall, and the effect hoy wolunry whore he nn 
them. 


Having gone eabroygh all the evidence, it wander the Jury, 
he faid, to — their own concluſion, and he was confidena, 
he ſaid, that if they ſatisfied themſelves, they would fatisfy 
their country in the verdict they gave. There was a difference 
between the preſent caſe and the to that had preceded it 
he caſe of Hardy was that of a man who ſeldom acted but in che 
public character of à Society;z che caſe of Mr. Tocke was that of 
a man proved to be attached 40 all the eſtabliſhed branches of 
the Legiſlature; but the cafe of the gentleman now at the 

bar was that of a determined friend * 3 true Sans Culate Li- 
as admitted by himſelf ; however, the Jury were to ad- 
miniſter juſtice in mercy, as was always the cafe in this coun- 
try: if, therefore, they-ſaw-no reaſon to diſtinguiſh this mm 
the two preceding caſes, let the prifoner have oh the benefit of 
khoſe acquittals; he called on them to give that verdiict, which, 
as men of fair and honourable -minds, would juſtify them in 
the fight of their God, as well as of cheir country. 

0 The "Court: 128 . kor en hour 40" die "refratk- 


enger chan 
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* 


* 
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| »* The Court met at nine o'clock, and proceeded 


read the Reſolutions of a Sogiety in the Borough of Southwark, 
ne,, | 


The eridenes conſiſted of papers of the Society which were 
read on the former Trials, and alſo extracts from the Firſt and 


Second Part of the Rights of Man, c. &. 
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At nine © the Court adjourne d to nine next morning, 
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8 with reading 
the printed and written evidence. Among other papers were 


N 
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- Fobn Taylor being called to ptove that the priſoner was pre- 


Fe, | ſe nt at the inſtitution of that Society, depoſed that he had be» | 


come acquainted with the priſoner in the year 1791, in conſe- 


quence of walking the hoſpitals, which the priſoner occaſion- 


_ ally attended ; and that he had likewiſe met with him at a me- 


dical ſociety. He ſtated that he had attended a meeting in the 


Borough, held, he believed, at the Three Tuns Tavern, where 
there were preſent Mr. Flavell, Mr. Gurney, the priſoner, &c. 
the whole number might amount to about two hundred. Mr. 


Gurney made a ſpeech of conſiderable length, 8 as 
h he 


be underſtood, to the formation of a Society; in whic 


pointed out the general abuſes of Government, and the neceſ- 
fGty of a Reform. Mr. Thelwall ſaid a few words, the pur- 


port of which he did not recollet. An Addreſs was pro- 
poled, which was to be conſidered as an Addreſs. of the So- 


- cicty, and which he underſtood was to be publiſhed to the Peo- 
ple. He underſtood likewiſe that the Society meant to have no 
connection with the Friends of the People, becauſe they con- 


fidered it as their object only to get into place. He had heard 


that the Addreſs of the Borough Society, had been tranſmitted 


to the Society for Conſtitutional Information. He was preſent 
at the anniverſary dinner of that Society in the year 1792, 


when Lord Sempell was in the Chair, and Mefirs. Tooke, 
Eyd, Joyce and the priſoner were preſent, but did not recol- 


le& any particulars that paſſed upon that occaſion. He had 


1 Pręſent at a meeting at the London Tavern, where an Addreſs 


attended the Borough Society anly once, and he had been alſo 
once at a Society at the Three Kings in Aldgate. He was 


"way 
> | 
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Was propoſed to the National Aſſembly y, or Convention, he 
did not recolle&t which, and he believed by Mr. Thetwall. 


clue. by Mr. Gibbs... 


G What was the reaſon alligned by the Society in the 
Borough, for not connecting thetnſetves with the Friends of 
the People? | 

A. There were two reaſois :—Firſt, becauſe — conſi- 
dered the plan of Reform adopted by the Friends of the 
People, as not ſufficiently extenſiye; and ſecondly, becauſe 
they thought the members of that ſociety not in earneſt a8 to 
the object of Reform, but that Ea only . oppoſed R 
ment i in order to get into place. 

Q. Was any thing faid in the Society in the dere pk 
the ſubject of univerſal ſuffrage ? LETT 

A. Yes, a reſolution was paſſed to that pur poſe. % of, 

Q. Were not the great objects of Thar 12 15 ; univerſal 


ſuffrage and annual 1 5 5 e 2h + 
A. Yes. . n 3 A 
; . Were not theſe their wit objects 4 at 
II ache, 
Q. Did they a atiy deſign of uſing? force we Linh a Ar | 
A. Certainly not. xd $ 1 


Was Mr. Thelwall preſent at theſe ts 2 2 
2 Yes, and I recdllett that he ſtated the © object WE 
ſociety in forming themſelves into divifions' and nearing only 

in ſmall bodies, was in order to avoid tumult. 

* the whole of his converſation then you collected 
tha ie was an — to al arg of meaſures "FT oth £2 
ment! * x 
A Yes.” 8 d 95 a 

Q. Did you ever hear him a 1 Yd if be cela We 4 
Reform to the extent of univerſal ſuffra en he w. would be con- 

tent with a moderate Reform? | 
A. I do not recollect. I only atdirſtond, that bet would 
not be coritented with — plan of TIA RY 3 
Friends of the Dee. 


. _ Þ's 

Does Mr, 'Taylor.recolle& whether the cixcumſtanes 4 
95 brit attending the Borough Society, took place in con- 
ſequence of his calling upon' me, . and telling me. that a o- ws 
| ciety: was to be formed for Parliamentary Reform? 


A. It may have en rs 11 1 So not + Teclld the cir- 
cumſtance. 


Wt; by 


17 


Did Nr. Ta nor ever hear e Kina 
Rv | 


A. Never. | 
Q. Has he not TROY beard me fy, oe whatever dif- 


: ference might exiſt with reſpeQ to ſpeculative ſubjeQs, no 
gan oa ever to be propagated, except by the wenpons 
th and reaſon ? 


A,1 7 Sk to have beatd you expreſs ſentiments to 


7 5 Mir. Taylor not keard me expreſs the moſt marked 
ae f any perſon, who was diſpoſed. to produce 


A. Yes, and I recollect that the reaſon you albg * 
| 2 2 ns of 18 A HaaraRer would hurt mt; 
5 ſent on 
ou have ilat 2 you were ent only at one 
= meeting. of the Borough Society; do > pronto K. 
1 I made on that occaſion, was violent or pacific ? 
A. So far as I recollect, it was of a peaccable tendency. 
Dan you. endeavour to reeollect whether you were 4 
ſent at another meeting of the 7 dap de: Society, at-which 
Flavell and myſelf ee the YO het term „erden 
tative Government 
e * 11 
Do you recollect whe . ch 
5 93 accuſtomed to ſupport doctrines of a peace - 
nature? | 
A. I have a; ou ſpeak at Coachmakers-hall, and at the 
y at the King's Arme, and always on the fide of peace. 
Q Do you not recollett a private Literary Society of which 
we were both members, and accuſfomed to communicate our 


7 to one another aha a conſiderable degree of con- 
8 
A. There 2 fk a ſociety 7 which we were accuſtomed | 
W s of literary queſtions. __. 
4 * that * jou ever 22 me ſupport violence ; 
or was 1 not, on the contrary, a always-t the propagator of 
peaceable doEtrines? _ 
A. 1 never recollect to 
violence. 
Did you ever hear me make-uſe of terme of Ol 


api eſo ofthe Horry > . | 
Serjeant Adoir, —Mr. Taylor, es ſtate 1 you weer . 


the priſoner make uſe of v * do 08 
* * thing of his Political ag # 


— 


12 e heard you the advocate of 


8 1 


A. Nothing 


Ta 423 1 
. A. Noting except what I had occaſion to learn from the 


wor. 
long is it fince your acquaintance with che = | 
r ceaſed” ? | 
About a year and 2 half . 
TW ere 7 never preſent at His Political Leftunce? 
| No: Since my acquaintance with Mr. Thelwafl ceaſed, 
Ly Oh been out of town and fertled as a e at N or⸗ 


4 


The" Clerk 4 l to cal MY * te corn | 
reſpondence of the ſocicties ; the proceedings relative to the 
addreſſes to the Jacobin Club and the French Konvention; 
the appointment of St. Andre, Roland and Barrere as hono- 
_ rary members, and the reſolution for inſerting their W. 
ppon the books; the letters relative to a convention to be held 
in Scotland; the 1 9 78 10 of chat convention, and the ſub- 
ſequent letters wi reſpect to the delegates who were tried by 
thé Coutt of 4 ulticiary . in Scotland. He then proceeded 
read the reſolutions of the Correſponding Society at the Globe 
Tavern, 99 the 0D, of January, 1794; the letter gon | 
Wartia to M iter » Living an account of the Fiche : 
that day, and ſee from Thelwall to W ay PR 
on the ſame ſub hs 


The Rex. Mr. Elen, who 


callea to 2 the re : 


writing of Mr. Thelwall, aa cli knew the is ant 7 | 


Amb be is aud beligned that 4he-whols letter wan, an his 


1 Croſinexamined, by My. Tang 
2 Mr. Williams, how often have you f * write ? 2 


Tuice. 
Q. How much have you ſeen me _ at a time 2 
A. A ben ſeen van fte 
pon what yo e , 
2 Tau icence to many ane, of my pa: 


riſhianers, and 1 they 1 Foe & fign.it ; and afterwards, whon, 
your marriage took place, 1 fave you 1550 the xegilter, 

Mr. 7 helwall.—Theſe were the anly occaſions . .upap which 
you ſaw. me rue: N Ws 1 hare No s GO 4 10 
alk the witneſs, 


James Daviſon, 3 depoſed, that he pong the. le- 
ſolutions, xt the Globe Tavern, from a copy given bim by 
Thelwall, all, except the laſt ah which he teceived from 
a young man, callin himſelf a cle 


qrieted by Thelwall to print two thouſand copies of the re- 
5 Cc ſolutions; 


rk of Martin. He was 


* . . 
folutions; he afterwards printed to the amount of eight 
thouſand; of which he gave fix thouſand to Hardy, and kept 
two thouſand to give to any perfons who ſhould. aſk for them, 
l -. Croſe-examined. by Mr. Erſkine  _ 
He ſtated, that he was a delegate, and had ſeen Thelwall 
at the Committee of Delegates. -- He recolleQed an expreſ- 
"ſion of Mr. Thelwall's, who, upon an account being received 
from the Continent, that a quantity of carinon and ammuni- 
tion had been taken, holding vp a pen, which he had in his 
hand, ſaid, 5 This'muſt be our cannon, and (pointing to the 
%% e 
Hle fecöllected upon another occaſion, that when it was 
reported that the Committee was threatened with police offf- 
cers, Mr. Thel wall ſaid, Submit yourſelves to the laws, and 
the lawe will juſtify your conduct. He never heard him 
make ule of any language diſreſpektful to the King or the Le- 
gillatufe. He temembered that when he printed the Reſoly- 
Bas, be mentioned to Martin that he thought that they con- 
tained W 
elwa og 3 #5 $ ” A : $5 785 8 70 IP $ x 35 : . 1 5 
The Clerk then proceeded to read the communications that 
took place between the Correſponding Society, the Society for 
_ | Conſtitutional Information, and other Societies in different 
Parts of the country, with reſpect to the plan of a Convention 
Ln be held in England. He then read a letter found on the 
perſon of the prifoner, without any addreſs, ſigned by John © + 
. ._ "Tones of Merionethſhire, expreſſing a defire that ſome of the 
5 Rr the Correſponding Society might be tranſlated into 
| Welch for the information of the inhabitants of Wales, 
The proceedings at Chalk Farm were read. 
Mx. Shaw, one of the King's Meſſengers, produced the 
Papers which he found at Mr. Thelwall's. houſe after he was 
1 en ii k 4 : ks e TE 


3 
Mr. Nimmt, another Meſſenger, was again called, at the 
defire of Mr. Thelwall, who ſaid he did nôt diſtinctly hear 
That he ſaid. In the courſe of bis examination by Mr. 
Thelwall, Mr, Timms ſaid, that at the time he was taken 
ttere were ſeveral perſons in tlie houſe, and a great many about 
the door, and, therefore, he thought it proper to take him 
away in haſte, for fear of a reſcue; athough”he did not ſay 
he heard any thing of that ſort propoſed. That the papers he 
] er he took out of the pocket of Mr. Thelwall, and that 
- he ſealed them wp before they went before the Privy Council; 
"that he took the priſoner away from his houſe before all his 
„ e ers. 3 


111 
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papers were examined and ſealed up, and he had nothing to 
do with any papers but ſuch as he found in the priſoner's 
ket ;| that the priſoner went away with him without the 
leaſt difficulty. _ RA ea op 
Some of the papers were then read; that which was found 
in the houſe, ſuppoſed to be relating to the meeting at Chalk 
Farm, was of the hand writing of Mr. Martin, and proved in 
the ſame way on the trial of Mr. Hardy; it was a draft of 
ſome Reſolutions, with blanks for the name of the place and 
the Chairman of the meeting, but the Reſolutions were never 
acted upon. | 5 | 


The next piece of evidence was a letter dated the 13th of 
February, 1794, in the hand-writing of the priſoner, giving | 
an account. of his political ſentiments, and of his opinion o 
the different parties in the Convention of France, and pre- 
ferring the Mountain party under all the circumſtances; ayows 
ing himſelf an advocate for true Sans-culotte Liberty ; taking 
notice of the Government of America, and declaring, .amongſt 
other things, that they had rather too much veneration for 
property; too much religion, and too much law, &. 
Mr. Gurney, Counſel, was then examined to prove ſome 
correſpondenre with Mr. Thelwall, on the ſubje& of his Po- 


litical Lectures, and the advice of that learned gentleman to 


Mr. Thelwall at his requeſt. Mr. Gurney. being ſhewn a note, 
purporting to be a note from him to .the Priſoner, readily ad- 


\ + © mitted it to be of his hand-writing. He faid that the note 


ontained a confidential opinion he gave the priſoner, He ſent 
this opinion to Mr, Thelwall on the 2d of May laſt. He was 
at the Seſſions in that Court when his ſervant brought him a 
letter from Mr. Thelwall, which he had not now about him, 


but he believed he recollected the general tenor of it. In 1 


Mr. Thelwall informed him that the Grand Jury, as he called 
them, but which he underſtood afterwards to be the Leet Jury. 
of the manor and liberty of the Savoy, were, at the defire of 
Mr. Reeves, to attend his lecture that night; that he had not as 
uſual prepared a written lecture, but myſt deliver one exteme - 
re; he expreſſed a fear of miſrepreſentation, he thought he 
aid, from ſpies, but he was not ſure of that, and aſked: him 
how he ſhould beſt guard himſelf againſt it. He went out x 
the Court into the parlour, and wrote the anſwer juſt now 
ſhewn to him; he wrote it in a very haſty manner, and there- 
| fore might not have expreſſed himſelf as fully as he could 
= Have wile. : | wa : 4 GM ER 
Ihe ſubſtance of the note was to adviſe Mr. Thelwall to 
compliment the Jury on their late verdict in a caſe that had 
lately happened, To have _ or three friends to take FROM 
8 2 9 
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| the leckere, te enable him, if neceſſary; to refüre any mites 


pfeſentatien. With regard to what he ſhould: ſay, he hardly 
' knew what advice to give him, but to be cautious of inteniperate- 
expreſſions, and to avoid any harſh obſervations on tlie Ring, 
| or the Monarchy and Ariftoeracy ; that he miglit ſay what he 
|  . þleafed of Mr. Reeves, but to preſerve caltinieſs as well as he 
could, and if he found himſelf uttering any thing Exception- 
Able, to take care to explain himſelf immetiitely, and to ſpeak 
| © ag flowly as he could; but he thought that a compliment to 
| the Jury would not be amiſs; 7 
1 — Ns. Burgey, on his examination by the Attorney General, 
fad, he did nor recollect that there was any thitg in Mr. Thel- 
wall's note to'him, that led Ris attctifion to the King,' Monar- 
chy, 6r Ariſtöcracf; bit there wis a ſpeech ſaid to have been 
- delivered by Mr. Thelwall, for the publiſhing of which Eaton 
the Bookfeller was profecuted; which related to theſe topics, 
afid therefore Mr. Gurney adviſed. him as Counſel to avoid 
the 65 
elw 


5 4 


fe topics in the Lecküre. He had frequently heard Mr. 
peak in public; he was a man liable in the warmth 
f 25. be hurried away by his paſſion beyond. the 
binds öf his coole judgment, and therefore he thought it 
might not be impfoper to adviſe him to be as calm and tem- 
pPefate as he could. When he ſaid this of him, lie would add, 
 that*alttioigh ne had heard Mr. Thelwall ſpeak” frequently in 
public, he never heard him utter any thing that appeared to 
r DS £0 

Being alked by the Attorney General whether he was prefent 
At the meeting of the Three uns, in the Borough of South- 
Fark, he atifwered he was, but that he did not attend the 
meeting of Chalk Farm, or any of the meetings of the Cor- 

en e e 
Heing examined again by Mr. Erſkine, he ſaid, he never 
Beard Mr. Thelwall fay any thing in his opinion ſeditious, and 
that the feaſon he had for recommending caution to Mr. 
Thelwall, on delivering his Lecture, aroſe chiefly from the 
-cotifideration of ſpies being likely to be in the foom; and that 
1 they were there they were likely enough to torture his expreſ- 

„ >: | 15 | | | 1 
- "Evamitied again by the Attorney General. Mr. Gurney re- 
plied, that ſpies were, in his opinion, of all men the moſt likely 
to milreprefent what they heard. He had heard it reported, 
that Mr. Thelwall delivered ſome ſeditious ſentiments; but he 
never heard them. He repeated alſo, that the advice he gave to 
Mr. Thelwall was a haſty production, and that if he had had 
an opportunity of conſidering more before he wrote it, he 
Believed he ſhould have adviſed him to avoid altogether 
9 N D ſaying 
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choſen 


ere thing of the King he bt or th Ari 


crac y. 
war” Lineham was then called; he gave an aeceum of the 
| of the London Correſponding Society; be ſaid, 
as on the trial of Mr. Hardy, he een a Member of that So- 
ciery in the latter end of the year 1793. He was preſent at 
N wr at Hackney, where Margarot and Gerald were 


an account of the various proceedings of the different meet- 


ings of the-Delegates; as have been already publiftied in tho 


other trials; he faid, there was a motion at Diviſion No. 8, 
for the printing of papers ſtating grievances, and: for a liſt of 
thoſe who had given evidence againſt the Patriots; but that was 
not carried; Mr. Thelwall was 'Preletit at . if not all 


of t hem. 

bis Crots· examination he was: aſked by Me. Feſkine, - 
whether: te did not attend theſe Meetings for a double mm 
pofe—that-of doing his duty as a Member of thb Society and 
a Delegate, and that of informing againſti them. He ſaid he 
had no reaſon to ſuppoſe at that time trat he would be examin 
ed; Being afked why he thought ſo, as he himſelf afterwards: 


communicated what he knew of theſe: proceedings? He ſaid 3233 


tie-correeived it to be his 2 av a Member of this: Country ? * 
Did not you yourſel 


ed for it? 
A Tnever did. I was never reprimanded for 


me; I was told the queſtion of the Sub- Delegates was not 


cried: Me Mien tid b pws ter the ee aetihe.ou Mive- . 
Hardy's Trial, about the motion for printing the papers and 
the names of thoſe he had given evidence againſt tho Fa- 


triots, and that he ſaid at that time that the motion was o 
poſed by Mr. Thelwall, becaufe it might produce maſſactvs ; 
that he had that note in his book, but he did not go through 

them. Being aſked why he did not, and what his reaſon was: 
for not faying ſo on this trial, wbere the point bore on the 
character of the priſoner for his humanity/— He ſaid he did 
not think it material. Mr. Erſkine then ſaid he would not 
aſk him another queſtion. _- 

JFybn Taylor was then called, but the Conaſed for the Pris 
ſoner objected to his being incl, beſore it was proved that 
he had ſuſtained the ſentence of the law for an offence of * 
he had been found guilty. | 
The Record of the Court was then proc luced, by which it 
appeared that he was convicted of As ui marrying: anos 

2 ther 


egates for the Scotch Certe ent He then gave 


noh to my knowledge. I brought two Se Ha wide 


64% 


| make the propoſition in one of: : 
thoſe Meetings ig watcly the e FO e 5 


i 
' 


44 
* PF 
& l 


— 


rr 


ther woman, his former wife, being then living, for which 
he had been ſentenced to be impriſoned a fortnight, and to be 
Fed one ſhilling, It then appeared that he had ſuffered 
the e of the law, and was therefore a competent 
He then proceeded to give his evidence. He faid his wife on 
the trial appeared in his favour, and that the,. proſecution 
againſt him was inſtituted by a Member of the London Cor 
reſponding Society, Mr. Pearce, Clerk to Mr. Martin. That 
the Witneſs was preſent at the Meeting at the Globe Tavern; 
on the 20th of January, 1794. Mr. Thelwall was there, and 
commented ũpon theſe proceedings, and recommended the 
reſolutions with great force. One motion he recollected per- 
fectly, the ſubſtance of which was, for the appointment of 4 
Committee to watch the proceedings of Parliament, and if 
the Heſſian troops ſhould . be landed, then to repel force, &c, 
The Reſolutions were carried unanimouſly ;. there were more 
than 1000 perſons preſent; Mr. Thelwall took the Chair after 
dinner; they were printed reſolutions., He met Mr. Thel- 
wall afterwards at the corner of the Old Bailey; he recom 
mended the Witneſs to Mr. Hardy, from whom he got one of 
them; He was admitted a Member of the Society on the Mon- 


1 day following. Tle attended a lecture of Mr. Thelwall's on 


the ziſt of January, 1594 t he took notes on that oceaſion; 
the ſubject aroſe on ſome extracts out of a book written by 
Mr. Godwin. Mr. Thelwall made comments on that book 
from ſuch extracts as referred to the Government of this coun- 
try. The trial of Brillat was alſo commented upon. Mr. 
Thelwall then proceeded to take a view of the hiſtory of Eng- 
land, from the time of the Norman Conqueſt, downwards; con- 
cluding with a declaration that we were now governed by one 
tyrant, who had thieves and murderers at his nod. Mr. Thel- 
wall then announced a Debating Society, which was to. be 
' opened gnder his direction. The Witneſs remembered that 
Mr. -Phelwall alluded t6 a paſſage in the Play of Venice Pre- 
ſervedy which he ſaid was to be performed at Covent-garden 
Theatre a patriotic play he Was ſurpriſed to find permitted 
to be performed by our preſent deſpots. Mr. Thelwall read a 
part of the trial ſcene, and the dialogue between Pierre and 
Jaſfier; a propoſal was made by Thelwall to go to the play, 
andi he defired his friends to meet him there in the Pitt, where 
he would get upon one of the benches, and-call alond for the. 
paſſage he had. read, and if the play was heard in the uſual 
way, be would then recommend this paſſage to be encored. 
He attended at the 'Fheatre, and ſaw Mr. Thelwall there, with 
feyerat of hizfriends, to the number of fitieen or twenty. The 
3 play 


E o ' I 8.3 | 
play was performed with this paſſage, and encored by Mr. 
f Aba, but was not carried. Ke —— a Leue of Mr. 
Thelwall's on the fifth of February, 1794, ät the Three Kings 
Tavern in the Minories, where he gave a: ſtory of a Bantam 
Cock, but he did not recolle& mych of it. After the Lecture 

Was over, a number of the company were invited by Mr, The]- 

_ - walt tb ſupper, where he gave them a toaſt, t God fave the 


King, and if God does not damn him, he will damn nobody.” 


' There 'was ſome converſation in Mr. Thelwall's prefence, Fe» 
ſpecting a reſcue of ſome perſons convicted. He attended ano- 
ther of Mr. Thelwall's Lectures on the 14th of February, 1794, 

in which he ſaid, * He rejoiced to ſee tyranny and deſpotiſmi 

were on the eve of diſſolution all over Europe; the under- 

' taker was already at the door, and the coffin was already 

eſpoke ; be ſteady and reſolute Fellow Citizens, and your end 
4 is accompliſhed.” . 14 „ <4 - wo F243 
le was at the Meeting of the London Correſponding Socie- 

ty, on the 17th of February; Mr. Brooks was in the Chair; a 
motion was made by Mr. Richter that new books be given to 

the Members, that their names might be entered, ſo that all 

the Members on any emergency might meet together; this 

motion was carried. Another member ſaid, he had to report 
that he had been informed the Habeas Corpus Act would be 
| ſuſpended in the courſe of the preſent or the enſuing week; 
on this occaſion Mr. Richter reprobated the Conſtitution and 
the Laws of this Gountry, and the Adminiſtration thereof, and 
concluded with recommending to each Member to provide 
himſelf with arms and ammunition, in order that they might 
defend themſelves againſt whoever ſhould attack them, whe- 

© ther of this Country, Heſſians, Pruſſians or Hanoverians. A 
hand bill was ſaid to be diſtributed that night at the door of 

the Theatre, where his ! ajeſty went, but he did not know 

h T.... 8 
At the Meeting. of the ſame Society on the 18th of Fe. 
bruary, another hand-bilł was mentioned reſpecting the death 
of ſome perſons at the Hay- market Theatre, when his Majeſty 
appeared there. This hand-bill was read in Court. The ſub- 
ſtance of it went to queſtiou, whether their Majeſties did not 
know of that accident. that night, whether they knew of it 
when they appeared afterwards in public, and whether they 

did not mourn for the death of Louis the XVI. the enemy of 

this Country. 5% N BD 31225 SE, a hep 

On the 28th of February, a ſele& party of the Iondon Cor- 

reſponding Society had a dinner in ridicule of the General 

Fafty the company conſiſted of about twenty 'perſons : Mr, 

John Wilkams was preſent, and Eaton, the I: andthe 

i F * „ . . Ne oreman 


OY 


1491. 


= at Jury: ſeveral ſongs were ſung and Me, The. 
Ir Val fold dis. LO Mere, as Well 23 at his Lefturg Room. | 
Ale d ander the title of © Tyches am Taxes,” -re- 
| Hrobating be. Fat as the ſolemn mockery of Tyrant, — 
Spe . voking the Divine aid to their inhuman grpelt 
ymay race. Mt. Thelwall delivered à Lecture that night 
io which ks ſpoke on the ſuperſtition reſpectingſthę King vevil, | 
Jad that was nat the only evil attending Rings. . 
It the Meeting of-the 3d of Ts. Mr. us ons 2 
Ar; there way a report ma 2. vate of approbation o 
on's.. Jury, and it was propoſed that .2 medal ſhould be 
Aryck with the names of abs Jury-0n. one ſide, and a Bantam 
Cock on che g then 
Ba the 17th of March a motion.was made in regular way 
. 88 carry into effect the idea of this medal. | 
On the 18th a Petition was talked of to be preſented to the 
in fayour of Mr. M argarot, which was. afterwards dropt. 
Followi 22 there was an account of an expected 
entry into the. „And at was prepaſed they ſhould arm 
| 3 4 —— Mr. Thely all came uta the room, and canvrmed 
this teport: he had in his hand 2 ſword, and ſaid he ſhould 
not be the Ert to uſe it; byt if any one attempted to diſturb 


Him, he ſhould. uſe that in his defence. 
_ Atthe Meeting of the 21ſt of March, Mr. Thelwall-in His 
eQure togk a view of the ing Societies in general; 


faid they had lol} their energy with the public, on the in- 
le of a certain individual 3 now that individual was 
ecovered, and the minds ef the public fram their tethargy, 
and they werz,oppoled by thaſe who did not wiſh to fee the 
. Conſtitntian properly inveltigated, and he then called the 
E 2 4 the -company 40 the ſentences of Margarot and 
A The witneſs ſtated, that upon this occaſian Thelwall de- 
nieſl. that it was treaſdn or ſedition for a man 10 ſay that he 
. there were no King, and added that it would he bet- 
ter a there were none. He then mentioned that lie was ꝓre- 
ſent at à mosting af the (Correſponding Societ a in which 
1 Janes recommended to them nat to ſit tamely ſilent, but to 
” * . nouſsthemfelycs, and not only by. words, hut actions, aſſert 
7 39 He than went an to relate the proceedings at 
RE. m; che ſaid there might be upwards.of two thouſand 
__ —.— preſent. He heard 'Thelwall propoſe that Lovatt 
 Haanld take the Chair; he afterwards congratulated the meet- 
Ag an the determination: of à gueſtian that had ariſen, Whe- 
ther che gueltian ſhauld be put upon the Reſolutions in a 
TR 0 e A aue Ir had been e n ae e 
ou 


} 


ſouls be. put updn them one by! one. Thel 

have adopted the contrary practice, wauld have . like 
ſmuggling the queſtion,” and have too much reſembled the 
made of .proceeding of a oertain Houſe; he added, that he 
knew there were ſpies preſent, two of whom he named. A 
paper was then ſhewn to the witneſs, which he ſaid was the 
ſame that he had received after a meeting at the Diviſfion-raom, 


No. 3, New Compton-ſtreet. The paper which was produced 


on the former trials contained ſhort: exhortation, in caſe ei- 
ther of a French or Heſſian invaſion, ta provide (themſelves 
with arms, and to learn the uſe of them. The paper was 


iven him by Hodſon. He next ſtated, that he attended a 


ure of Thelwall, on the 16th April, in which he advort- 
4 to the Reſolutions that had been paſſed at Chalk - farm, and 


diſcourſed on the ſubject of the armed aſſoriation: he con- 


cluded, that all men ought to arm, and aſked how Miniſters 

could be ſure, that thoſe into whoſe hands they were now put- 

ring arms, would continue to be their friends two or three years 
ence. 


On the 22d of April the witneſs was preſent at 3 meeting 


| * the twenty-ninth Diriſion of the Correſponding Society, at 


* Robins Coffee-houſe, where Smith ſaid, that Miniſters had 


in-view to paſs a Convention Bill in this country; and that, if 
the Society did not purſue their plan of holding a Convention 
with avidity, they would certainly be prevented; when a 
member replied—* That will ſooner: bring our point to iſue z 
and then the word will be Arms, arms.” 


He attended a Lecture on the 23d April, at abr Thelwall ; 


aid it was time to ſpeak out, now that Miniſters were pre- 


paring ag inſtrument to ſtop men's mouths; he ſaid alſo, that 


the reaſon why ſame were ſo bold was, becauſe others were ſo 
tame, -and urged thoſe who were preſent, by every argument, 


to act like men. He concluded with reading from his notes of 
the 12th May, after Hardy had been taken up, that at a meot- 


ing of the Correſponding Society, the Sub-Secretary, Pearce, 
ſaid, “ That it was neceſſary to take ſome. effeQtual ſteps to 
counteract ſuch arbitrary proceedings, and moved that ſome 
members ſhould be added to the out- ſtanding, in order to come 
to ſome; reſolution for this puipoſe. Pearce alſo ſaid, holding 
the book in his hand,. We havwengot this bock now, God 
knows what has become of the other; Dundas and the Lords 
of the Treaſury have now got. hold of it.” 


When the Counſel for the Crown had finiſhed the exami- 


nation af this Witneſs, the C for the Priſoner, in conſe- 


quence of the maſs of evidence which he had brought for- 


Ward, and the ſpace he had "ith as there would not be 


time 


* 1 =, 4 
7 V 


time to go f nh the ctoſs-examination that ada profeſſed | 
 themfelves deſirous of an. adjournment, which would beſides 
afford them an opportunity to arrange their notes: but Chief 
Juſtice Eyre objecting that the Court were not prepared to ad- 
journ, as their carriages would not be — r. Gibbs = 
ceeded to the crols-examination. * 
| What is your name ? 7 TE „ 
2 A: John Taylor. | 
What was your father's name ns. 

A; John Taylor. 

Abe you yy oy any other nam 5 

A. No. 

Q. At the time of your ſecond: marriage, 4 it not necef- 
ay make an affidavit that you were not married, in order 
to ocure a licence ? . 

Lay. Mr. Gibbs, you cannot put a queſtion to 2 Wi- 
neſs relative to a paper which is not in Court. | 

The Chief Fuftice—The paper muſt certainly be produced | 
| before it can be made a _ ry eroſs- examination. f 

At the time of your ſecond marriage, did you not _ " £ 
| femt Fouls widower or «butcher | 85 3 


- 


A. Tes: 5 ö N * 
Are theſe the wlinutes from what you read! the evidence 
ven ve/ now oh ä 5 


7 1 Q Dio you alw 8 theſe inutes 1 
the meetings had taken place, and While the proceedings ak 
felt in your memory??? 

A. Yes: I generally made ther either that night, or delt 
morning i I firſt made a ſketch of the minutes, and, then co- 
pied them out fair. The minutes from which 1 have read, 
are the exact copies of the original minutes. 
| Q. Then the minutes from which you have read are not 

al. Where are the original minute? 

A. Some of them I have got at home. : 

Can you ſwear that you always copied thoſe minutes 
the ay alter, and chat Mens did not poſtpone it till another 
44 55 r | 

A I cannot ſwear. I ies may have mide ſevardhes; 
ber the minutes from which I read are in Ts ned * 

a the ſame with the firſt rough ichn. N 

Q. Are they Fe 7 in 1 7 0 e . 

N They are. E $12 

Q. Are the minutes * you Giſt made in exiſtence 2 

"As" ane of Oe r © n 1 | 

FI not $5 es | 


4 4 x * 


Mr. Gibbs. 


minutes ? 


Mr. Law. Will your Lordſhip allow me to put another 


eſtion to the Witneſs. Did you make thofe copies while 
Te proceedings were ill freſh-in your recollection ? 

4. Certainly I did. 

Mr. Er/tine gd, that it appeared that the Witmelalafter 
having exhauſted his memory, ſat down to make a freſh re- 
cord. Mr. Law, aware of this objection, had endeavoured to 
remove it by his re- examination; but was it probable, was 
it conſiſtent with human nature; as the Witneſs: had ſtated, 
that the copy which he made of his minutes ſhould be, in 
ſenſe, ſubſtance, and words, the ſame with the firſt ſketch?— 
It was a rule never to admit ſecondary -evidence, when the 
primary could. be had. Such evidence as the Witneſs had 
now given would not be admiſſible, even in a. civil caſe, 
Why ſhould the Witneſs not * el to ene bis ori- 
ginal minutes? | 

Mr. Gibbs ſupported the objeftion. 5 

The Chief 
memorandum can poſſibly be made at the very moment a 
tranſaction takes place; the memorandums themſelves are 


Does your Lordſhip think that the Witneſs | 
ought to be allowed to ſpeak from mere copies of onginal 


Fuftice—T have no doubt on the queſtion: no 


not evidence, they ſexve' only to refreſh the memory of the "2 
Witneſs, ſanctioned by his oath. In the | preſent inſtance, AX 
the Witneſs ſet down what firſt occurred to him upon flips 1 
of paper; he then copied them out fairly. The firſt flips ib 
are not to be conſidered as the minutes, but only the-means = 
ch he took to make his minutes more perfect. The = 
Chief Juſtice then ſtated, that as the time was now come 
for the Court to adjourn, the Counſel for the Priſoner ' 33 
might poſtpone their further ee * to- mor · 1 
row. "7 * ee | 1 
> FT. H I R 55 D A v. * 
; MT \ WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER Þ 1794. x. 
© Joby T: aylor, the witneſs who had given eden for 'the 
Crown, was croſs-examined by Mr. Gibbs. 2 
5 Where do you live, Sir? _ 
A. In South-ſtreet, near High- ſtreet, Mary-le-bonne - 
How long have you lived there? 
Y few weeks before I was taken up. ß. 
N hat buſineſs are you of? : 
D 2 Q. Not 
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ou havea 
A. I have a from | 
e e Ta, 


r 5 0% 
Q. With whom 1 5 I 


<4 


F ks 1 efet 5 1 
ade 


1 yo live b before ins in F 1 ? 
_— - hw long did you 15 1 * 5 1 AE. 
"> 1 2 4A 1 3 I twelve trionths. | "45 3283/4 


+ qi . HATE 


7 4 3 
n 
Ks, 2 S 2 . 
= y * * 1 . 4 
1 > . 6 a * PI 5 : 
1 | at * 1 
* . 


= "Wits Mr. Pulley, NE 
WD Os be what Biiſnch was youthere? oo | 
39 K. I was Ho buſineſs there. 7555 | | 


Whew did yow go were? | 
"FT went there in the year % ũ// ñ»[vrtF + 
-Q Where did you live before that tine . 
A. Flived before that time in the Minbries. e 


Q. 

A. 

Q. How long have you. | 25 

; OED ne a ray yea. 2 i 

3 e does he live now? ' SEL: | h 
A. 


„ 


8 I have lived too at Putty Common. 
kay when did you ee Mr Stevenſon le 


* 


. oo * 
as © * r 


A; Leanhot recolte®t when 1 HB 


- Aug 2 i bin 


eto the en eve yoop her 
Sd 1. 


my Ft 5 
udge. No; t W. a - 
r. Gibbs. Q. Pray, Mr. Taylor, when was you is Gp 
ed to attend at theſe meetings firſt ? - 
A, The firſt time of my going was on the 20th of January, 
at the Globe Tavern; à great many people were thete—tat 
1 Weil bf 1 ent there, L take it, air? = 
; A. No, Sir, 2 14 5 mine came to me, and aſked n me ir | 1 2 
= chule to go aid ys, and went. —_ 
325 * time you was. a regular _— were von = 
not, ir Us a | 
A, Mo, Sir, e wo A ol 45 
Vou * an informer, | Sir? e 


> & Ba res ov not go, to inform, Sit? ane tht ; 
h -- > 
I did af] go entirely as a friend. 1 
05 By that you mean to conyey. you 4 go ets 7 2 IM 
1.1 4 not know how to anſwer the queſtion of try gving as + 
a ITIENd, _ 
You can anſwer it, Sir, if you Aiaſs: The queſtion 2 
is this: you fay you did not go as an informer, nor entirely 


5 3 Did you go partly as a friend, and partly as an in- 


"AL went to make obſervations on the conduct of the Cor- 
7 Society without any anitnoſit 7). | 
Do you ſpeak of the ime you went, Sir? AT 
= © J went at firſt perfectly unkhowing what fort” of foeiery 1 
| to meet; when I came, the novelty of it ſtruck me, and 5 
, Tang became a member. 
| amber wi made you become a member: did you become 3 a 
| 0 without intending to become an informe f;; 
I certainly had ſome intention of informing. 
1 da wor afk. you to whom you pave in bg | 
oF yen to ſomebody, 3 ſo 8 N on from time to . 
Fir . 
A. ve Sir. 3 
Q. Weib J have done abr. 5 have you bre 
yuan inal notes with you r 
Un Thaver _ ir. 185 


9 


E * Mr. hen may ſubp 9 Tap to give-yidence for your 
Y client, i if you pleaſe. kj 
3 Mr. Gibs I know 1 may do what 1 pleaſe with him i in that 


= ” reſpect, but I wanted the fact, that is all. 
3 Chief Fuftice—The queſtion i is put, and an anſwer iven to 
- =; there is no room for any obſeryazions on eng 21 de. 


John ideas r 


"Mm 4d * was a member of the London d go⸗ 
= ciety. He was a . for about ſix weeks; the dele- 
. gates met at No. 2, Beaufort- buildings, Mr. John Thel- 
3 2 houſe, and be ſaid there was a Committee of Correſ- 
23 — ai _ The delegates were, fix of the London Cor- 
3 if ety, and fix of the Society for Conftitutional 
— * knew of notfiing- but of the. proceedings 

2, the ry Committee of Delegates. Thiere was, as he 
| underſtood, a Secret Committee, but they did not meet 
there. They met, he believed, ſometimes at 2 own houſes, 
and met in October or November, 1 They con- 
ſiſted of Mr. Martin, Mr. Baxter, Mr. Ha <7 Mr. Thel- 
„ and, he thought, Mr. Moore. That committee was 
alved about a week after its formation, becauſe they ſuſ- 
- Mr. Lineham of informing againſt chem. Being cho- 
| ſen, the committee were to have powers given them to chuſe 
* another committee, but the name of it he did not know: 
E” nor did he know whether it was ever choſen. The name 
was to be a ſecret to them if choſen. He knew Mr. Har- 
dy and had ſeen Franklowe twice. He heard there was a 
meeting at Lambeth, called the Lambeth Loyal Aſſociation : 
| he only heard it mentioned they were to learn the uſe of 


— 


were, he believed, mem- 
Society, but he did not 
355 e applied him- 


the ſociety at Lambeth, on er 
ders of the London Correſ| 
"know any of them, except Fran 


where he could procure pikes, and he recommended him a 
perſon to make ſome blades of pikes, and gave him a di- 
rection at Sheffield for that page He ſpoke of this him- 
"ſelf to two or Pay perſons. obody deſired him to Lo 

0 


14 to Hardy ikes; he rx of his own acc 
ſent to — 55 wa | Baxter, and told them, that if an 


perſon wanted pikes, they were to call at his father's hou 
for them; the witneſs had a pike himſelf; he. applied for it 
to Hardy, being Seeretary to * nach a” So- 


the muſket. He did not know who were the members of 


* Telf to Hardy. „in conſequence of what he had heard, to know | 


= [437 ] 


iety, and likely to know ſome perſons. at Sheffield, but be 
could not tell the. name Mf. Hardy gave him. 
He ſaid, he remembered the diviſion, No. aa, meeting at 


the Parrot, in Green-Arbour- court, at the latter end of Fe- 
bruary, or the beginning of March; and the converſation 
he had with Mr. Hardy, was ſome time in March. The 
_ witneſs propoſed a meeting himſelf to be held there, and he 
ſaid, that any perſon chuſing a pike, might have it for a 
ſhilling; after he mentioned this, ſeveral members he ſpoke 
to, ſaid they would come to this meeting if it was held, for 


there were many of the members apprehenſive of an illegal 
diſperſion of the ſociety, and they 22 proper to get arms. 
He had a pike in caſe of an illegal diſperſion of the ſociety; 


it was juſt as the Heſhan. troops were landing in Great Bri- 
tain, without the cohſent of Parliament; he could. not re- 
collect that be ever heard any ching about arms in the So- 


Ffe faid, he was at the Globe Tavern on the 20th of Ja- 
nuary; Mr. Martin was in the chair; there were ſeveral 


perſons in the gallery, and he rather thought Mr. Thelwall 
was there. He remembered a paper about arms, read ig 
the ſociety at the Three. Tuns Tavern, on Snow-hill ; and 


> 


he remembered ſomething faid in the Committee of Dele- 


tes, reſpecting the price of a medal to be paid for by the 


| ſociety. He was at a meeting at Chalk Farm, and Mr. T hel- 
wall was there. He was at Mr. Thelwall's on the 13th of 
May, and a Committee of Delegates was called, but there was 
no buſineſs done while he was there, and this was after Mr. 


* Hardy was apprehended. 


On his crofs-exaryination by Mr. Erſkine, be faid he recol- 


lected being examined by him before; that he was a ſilver- 


ſmith, in buſineſs. with his father, in Jewin-ſtreet;- that he 


was a member of the 2 till he was apprehended; the 
object of the ſociety, from 


| for himſelf. He never collected from any of the members 


of the ſociety that they meant 25 reſiſtance to the King's 


- perſon, power, or authority; he did not think that any one 


had ſuch an object. He ſaw the priſoner there, and he al- 


ways profeſſed himſelf a friend to the conſtitution, as eſtabliſh- 


ed 


- 


hat he heard and ſaw, was a 
Parliame Reform, by which he meant a Reform in the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament. He was at many of the 
meetings, and never found that, any of them had changed their 
objects. He never heard of their having any ſuch object as 
15 of rebellion againſt the King, or reſiſtance to the Laws. 

. He thought it would have been impoſſible for any ſuch thing 
to have, Pen without his knowing of it. He made a pike. 


went te Mr. Spence's; they exerciſed at Mr. Ses & 
I to 10, and they exerciſad at the ſame time at F — o 


* * 
n 


7 ESR. 
edt in'16B8. Honeverdead him Sebi. 
ſelf contemptuoully of the Ki _ 

On bis cxmamination by 1. Pre for the Com, 
again, he ſald, he underſtood that the foreig troops might 
_ - cone eee country; and fore he armed 
* Sy 
And deing ain . by Mr. Erſkine, hn ſaid there 
was nothing in bis mind, nor any: of the ſociety, that ſhould 
a e them to ns x — the authority of — 
Gs - as now 3 ng, Lords, 3 
. the ee play- bill t Fg in evidence alrea 
rend. It b gan. with, . On Tueſday nent will — . — 5 
ed the 3 of the e &e.—it has er yaly 


. often i in print. 

Mr. Lawann produced a paper proved to have been admit- 
tod 1 Mr. *Fholwal, to be of his compoſing; the title of 
it is 


Chantieleer, &c. ſuppoſed to be part of a ſpeech 
delivered” 54 Mr. Pbebszl, -at mold vb FR. key and pub- 
. "amr This paper was afterwards 

Mr. Lauzun:produced alſo a medal, ſuch as has been already 
| — — 4 the Jury. ho m. Eaton ſor 


T Kale, 238 er; ſaid tie uns a member of 
os London $ooi opiety; he was admitted about 
the middle of the year 1793. 5 knew Mr. Franklowe to 
be a member: he knew Mir, Fhebwall to be a member alſo; 
- h& faw Rim at the meeting 2 the Hackney road. | He'knerv 
a ſociety of the name of the Loyal Lambeth Aſſoeiation; he 
_ Aurnifhed eleven of them wich arms; Mr. Hardy tald him 
that Mr. Franklowe was going to raiſe an Aſſociation; he ſaw 
Mr. Franklowe after war 2 were three or four perſons 
with him; he aſked- the — the price of ſome arms he 
had, he told him twenty-ſeven ſhillings ; he. faid it was too 
much for the ſociety to give, but aſterwards they conſented 
to have them at that price. The ſociety firſt exerciſed at 
Franklowe's houſe, in Chine 3 Lambeth, and after- 
wards in a Grove near the gh, they exerciſed- oy two. 
or three months; part of them | Raid there, and part of Op: 


At Spence's they were, he thought, in a one pair of ſtairs 
en ht there was a curtain; if 
there was it was drawn, and he did not think they were au- 
-thoriſed by Government for this. He had reaſon to think 


ä Was a — Fo — herd 
ar 


7 ap 3 


1 them, de thought they intended * i to 


7 ng and from whit he could collect, if they 
— 9 not get it by any other. means, they would endeavour 
to get it by forte of arms: they were to be 60 in number, 


for whom he was to furniſh : arms. The witneſs himſelf exer- 


ciſed them at Spence's. s. 
On his croſs- examination by Mr. Erſkine, he faid b he, was 
a gün ver in che Tower ; chat he had reaſon to think 


2 objec of the Loyal Lambeth Allociation was Flee 


tary ny and if nl could not get it by, petitipn, -, 

to get it by force of arms. Being K 1 he hear [fo 
1? He aid there were upwards. of twenty 7 eople, 
he did not know their names ; this was at ks e {eco meet- 
ing, and he exerciſed them after this. Being afl 
came to do, ſo; how he game to exerciſe og th . who, ap- 
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1 0 . could 50 92 e from row. . 


daid for what done, an 
* money; ke if bad, re * on exercifi ing thele men 
he had known theit . — 3 

oline ery well, Sir, you are 2 very. ood fü. 


On his crols- xamina nation - again, by the Colinſe k for the 
Crown, he faid he Bs 5 taken up to proſecuted for what 


he 
Me Ege be. ou kept. at this to yo urſclh\ and bad io 


idea of ay body until you * t F * 


danger? P 


5 Jour memofy FOR and tell us if you can 
name TY one man from W em you ala this eng 
yy" 28 75 1 . 0 
n 
b. Eoin Then 1 will not aK 790 Aoder heal: 
5 je 7 8 fai. 1 hat # onverſation 
Wintt Mt. DPREWAIR: after he was ap on ant After We 
had been before the Priv 294 Council. I had Ache converſation 
with NI. Therwalf whilk he was at m my houſe; T heard him 
make wife of ſomè unguardeéd expreflions. On the r$th of 
_— he 1 7 bad he been fourteen days longer at li- 
ves not” have been' an eaſy matter to have a 
Frehendea hit; cher he meld hive had 16 mhaky of his friends 
about him that he would not have been eaſih appretbnded. | 
Edel 8 ſoöfr Was tllis after he wis appre- 
e * b 


aſked hew he 


he are 525 dk fo : 
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> „ time after bs wa before the Pri Coun 
eil, and after I had conducted him to my houſe. - | 
Q. He knew you to be a meſſenger, ay there had been no 
| charge againſt him for ISL to go with you before the 


Privy Counci? 
A.I did not bear his examinntion before the Privy 


_ Pouncil., : 
There was cores oy elſe preſent. when this converſation 
took Place? 5 
A. Nobody. 8 
- You ought it an odd thing then, did not you, PE a 
Aoi fay t to 2 meſſenger, in-whoſe cuſtody be was? 
2 I did. 


Mr, Exſtine. —1 Hand fay you did, and fol do now. 

Mr. Thelwall.—Recolle yourſelf, Mr. Timms: I want 
to know whether within a few hours after I was in your cuſs 
tody, that you were talking rather in general terms of the 

politics of the times, and that I faid to ou, in the preſent 

_ "circumſtances I think it will be proper. for us to talk of any 
thing but politics; I have no doubt we ſhall have ſubjes 
enough to talk upon, and paſs our time pleaſantly ner, 
but politics are improper for us to diſcourſe upon? 

A. In ſome pa A2 ou are right, in others you are . 
My Lord, when Mr. helwall tells me he ſaid that politics 
were improper for our converſation, I muſt deny it, for that 

was an obſervation of my own to him; I told him that I 

could give him sto entertain him, and that I deſired he 
Mould not talk on politics to me, for if he did I ſhould be 
obliged to give an accqunt to the Privy Council of what he 
aich and appear againſt him, _ 

Mr. Thelwall.—The firſt part of your anſwer was, that i in 
part the ſtatement I made was true, in others not ſo; and yet, 
with the fame breath, you connect the whole, and ſay. the 

_ caution,camg from you to me. Inform the Court and Jury 
whether the firſt or the laſt * of your pier comes. the 
neareſt tothe truth. | 

The Chief Fuftice. — That i is no queſtion : 7 u may. Gt the 
withal as much as you pleaſe 3 but in doing J muſt put 
queſtions to him. 

Vir. Thekwell.—You ſay chat whatever I ſhould utter 'be- 
fore you would come againſt. me: you mage. 1 uſe oh a Mr 
preſſion, you ſaid ? 8 ; 1 Te 

4 A. Yes, I made uſe of that expreſſion, n 

3 Mx. Theltvall.Vou ſwear chat! As IS 
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Mr. Thelwall—Well; Mr. Timms, I have nothing more 
e m ĩ on net; PEN | 

Here the evidence for the Crown cloſed, l. 
Mr. Eyſtins. My Lords, the caſe on the part of the 
Crown has cloſed ſooner than I expected. Will your Lord- 
ſhip allow us to converſe for a few minutes, and then I ſhall 
be ready to addreſs the Court for the defendant: - 


PRISONERS DEFENCE. __ 


Mr. Erftine.—l have the honour to-addreſs you as Counſel 
for the unfortunate gentleman at the bar, under circumſtances 
more new and ſingular, and more embarraſſing in my judg- 
ment, than any that have yet been tried. In the firſt place 
my embarraſſment ariſes from my being called upon to ad- 
dreſs you on a ſudden, for the proſerutors have cloſed their 
caſe much ſooner than I had reaſon to apprehend they would; 
for although nothing is further from my thought than any idea 
of complaining of the conduct of my learned friends who 
have the management of this proſecution; they have conducted 
themſelves upon this, as they have upon former trials, accord- 
ing to their diſcretion, which I cannot blame, and, I am | 
happy to ſay, their conduct is fair and honourable : and when * 3 
I conſider the fituation in which they have left their cafe, it 7 
would ill become me to ſay any thing of embarrafiment, for 1 
ſhall hare much leſs to anſwer, than by the opening. of the 
learned Serjeant I was warned to prepare for; and as I know 
the candqur and the honour- of that learned gentleman, as 
well as his judgment, I am aſſured that parts of the reply will 
be abandoned, which might tally with the opening, but p 
which have not been ſupported by the cvidence in the cauſe ; 
therefore, gentlemen, on that account, I have nothing to com- 
plain of. But my embarraſſment ariſes out of another 
ſource. |. I come here poſſeſſing nothing, and pretending to 
poſſeſs nothing but a common plain underſtanding ; and with ; 
that deſcription, I have a right to complain of the . A 
of my duty, the more eſpecially when I refle& on what I have. 
heard the learned Judge who preſides at this trial ſay, that 
the mighty mals of matter which was to be examined, weighed 
upon his mind, and bore it down, ſo that he was almoſt 
afraid of ſinking, and be unable even to rife from under it; and 
this, he ſaid, became more tremendous to him on the fecond 
trial than on the firſt 3 that the maltiplicity of the evidence, 
tended rather. to increaſe, than diminiſh the difficulty. If 
that was his Lordſhip's ſituation, what am I to think of mine! 
I had another embarraſimegt, which indeed is diminiſhed in 
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pate by che pre fenee of. che Anvracy Gene whom Im 
happy to ſee giving his attendance on * * in this 
8 I ſhall be under the neceſſity of Ke him, =o 
welt zs to the ſearned Serjeant, to — the in this 
| uſe devolves, on ſome points inſiſted on in — es. of 
ele proſecutions. The third cauſe of my embarraſſment, is, 
that l have to anſwer the arguments of a learned gentleman, who 
is ſometimes, but not always, in the cauſe on the part of the pro- 
fecutios, and. who bas inſiſted, in opening this caſe, on points 
which the Attorney General has given up, by aſſenting to the 


— of four den previous to the commencement o 
| preſent”. ne "but upon that my learned friend will, 
A comes to his r be: the be more embarraſſed 


Aan us 11 de ſhould think fit to parks the whole chain of 
his opeting.—Eet us ſee where it is we are at this moment in 
this pröfecution. Mr. Hardy! is acquitted, and yet the King's 

| Set tes five or b of you think, that after you have 
= 40 nitted him, you muſt travel” over the ſame tedious j journey 

ain ; for that fei this cauſe mult be Proceeded upon,—Nay, 
Gar is more, after ' Mr. 'Tooke is acquitted'; after Mr. Joyce 
1 acquitted 3 after Mr. Bonney is | acquitted 3 ; after Mr. Kydd 
is " acquitted-z' aHer Mr. Holbreft i is ; achuitted'y after fix gen- — 
temen charged in on E * are àcquitted; still; you are 
? be callet Fen to Bo tk rough! the while evidence in the 


e of this maj ; We; "if ke be güilry at all of the 
| rims: ppute to him n this a ietend hemulſt be guiſty 
| 57 2 oe! IFacy. , with them. The four laſt gentiemen "who 
bl red” 8 "Ute bar, were aoguitte de by the confent of the 
Pe Wa , as NO evidence was © ed againſt them; I find no 
fr ub that; it was hondprable on the part of the officers 
for the Crown; theſe gentlemen * were diſcharged in the right- 
ful, ſeaſon7 che officers of the Crown upon t * af oceaBony as 
the Have on all others, condukted t themſelves #edly, and there 
| is nothing new in, my approbation” of their enduch. But 
when I fee this cauſe renewed: with additional energy, the fame 
accufption, with, the Tame, no, with leſs an; weaker proof agai in 
Fey and ler the ſame Jury-are called upon 
cad turns, arid my enen * | 


= at "he i, JA that with a 175 of confidence, achiier 
the fource nor the end of which Lan 1 diſcover; my mind 
ttembles to think on What may poſſibly be the event of all 
his. A learned friend of "mine : found:fome time ſince he had 
to drug * with a.monftrous prejudice upon theſe trials 3 not 
Sy from 3 nor from the Court; for there can be here ne pre- 
- Fudice NE A urable ro innocence, but to prejudice out of t is 
* circulated after the trial of Mr, Tooke; not A * ala 
: ou 
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thould regard it as far as relates to us, for ſquibs aga inſt pro- 
| feffional men are not worth regarding, but if theſe are an 
in circulation againſt the priſoner at the bar, the conſequence z 
might be dreadful, if I had not to rely on your firmneſs and 
- your juſtice. Some ſcandalous inhuman wretch has ſaid, that 
Non — 2 be lawful, for it. is fit, that every man ſhould help 
himſelf, nd take vengeance on whom the Fury chuſe to ac- 
quit. 1 han not ſhew you this, nor offer it in n un- 
I&fs I ſhall be able to diſcover the author; all I can ſay of it is, 
it is a dangerous thing while it remains unnoticed, but when 
noticed, a new ſecurity ariſes for the protection of the ac- "i 
ceuſed, and for the adminiſtration of juſtice ; for, on the bare 
mention of ſuch a circumſtance, every honourable emotion 
characteriſtic of an Engliſh Jury, at once ariſes in your bo- 
ſoms; every guard, every check, every honeſt principle, ariſes 
and ſtands upon the watch to protect juſtice. When we 
take notice of the hiſtory of all the ages of the world, 
and make a general ſurvey nl the affairs of mankind, we find 
inſtances beyond number, where the kindnefs of providence 
has turned even the moſt infamous acts of vice to the pro- 
tection of virtue; for various and hidden to the eye of man, 
are the ways of providence ; and the beft of purpoſes are of- 
the effect of the worſt of deeds; and the affaffin has often 
yen ſecurity to the man he would under, and ined ap- 
auſe on the man 'he would' defame aving Cad this, 1 
nean to appl. y myſelf to the charge now deere us, and the 
evidence by * _ it is ſupported, or rather attempted ta be 
ported; and I beg the learned Serjeant to be ve particu- 
hr * to what 1 — ſay, becauſe 1 expect his anſwer to it. 
ou are told you are not to relinquiſh your underſtandings, 
Tou are told you are to adminiſter juſtice in mercy, but that . 
you are'to adminiſter juſtice with mercy. I aſk no more. I 
do not aſk you, for where it is due I know you will give it; 
and where it is not due it ought not to be given. I call theres 
fore for the exerciſe of your Juſtice; I ſay, as advocate for 
the priſoner at the bar, if he is guilty of the High Treaſon 
with which he is charged, convict him: for it is the principle 
of the law by which we are all bound; that he ſhould be con- 
victed. But on the other hand, if there is no pretence or 
colcdur for the charge, I ſay, as the priſoner's advocate, you 
are bound by the ſame law, and by a higher, by the law of 
God, to find him not guilty, and here I beg leave to ſay, 1 
am taking no notice atever of mercy in the common un- 
derſtanding of mankind. 
Gentlemen, throughout the whole FORD of the law of 
England, _ preciſion with which it. defines crimes, is the 
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moſt ſtriking feature; and no man underſtands the Conſtitu ; 
tion of England, who does not know that to be the leading 
maxim of our criminal law. This therefore leads us to one 
reflection which we can never quit. However you may dif- 
fer from a man in his ſentiments however fooliſhly you think 
he may have acted however you may think as moral men he 
ought to be checked any Farther if his conduct ſhould be 
manifeſtly criminal, you cannot by the law of England touch 
a hair of his head, unleſs the evidence given on his trial 
proved the charge exactly as it is ſtated: in the indictment. 
To illuſtrate this, I ſuppoſe for inſtance, that I was indicted 
for ſtealing a cow, and it turns out on the evidence that I have 
ſtolen a horſe, I am entitled to be acquitted, and to tell my 
proſecutor you have miſtaken your road, you muſt begin 
again if you want to proſecute me with effect. Now let us 
ſee what the la is in this caſe before us. The indictment 
muſt charge the priſoner with having compaſſed and imagined 
the King's death. The caption of the indictment, as my 
learned friend very ably and very juſtly obſerved on a former 
trial, is the authority of the Court to inquire into the charge, 
and this muſt. be ſtated in the indictment. Lord Hale 
ſays, that unleſs this be ſtated, the indictment is bad, and 
this proceeds upon ſound reaſoning, for it would be a ſtrange 
thing indeed, if in the law which provides more anxioufly 
for the ſecurity of the ſubject than for any thing elſe, the 
charge was not diſtinct and certain, and meaning one thing in 
the charge, and requiring ſomething leſs in proof; and it is the 
firſt time I have heard it maintained, that although the charge 
mult be. clear and diſtin, yet that the traiterous purpoſe 
need not be as clearly and diſtinctly proved as the charge itſelf 
1 on the record [Here Mr. Serjeant Adair ſeeming to aſſent 
10 Mr. Erſkine's doctrine he proceeded,} I am glad to find I 
had miſunderſtood the learned Serjeant; I have now his 
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—_ n part of my own argument. The next 
bY. 


thing for us is to attend to what Lord Hale fays upon this 
very fubject. He ſays that compaſſing and imagining the 
death of the King is an internal act of the mind, in- 
 vilibleto us of itſelf, and therefore muſt be plainly manifeſted 
by ſome external act. The indictment charges, that the 
. priſoner maliciouſly and traiterouſly did confpire to raiſe and 
- levy war againſt the King, and to ſubvert the rule and go- 
' wernment of the kingdom, and to depoſe the King and to 

bring him to death; that is the charge, and it is necefſary | 
the record ſhould charge that to be the compaſſing and ima- 
gining his death; and then muſt follow a ſtatement that they 
did, and ſtate acts they did. In this charge the * 
15 | pe | ave 


have ſtated that the priſoner, together with twelve others,; © 
who I have in part named already, did conſpire for this pu- 
poſe ; it is ſtated that they conſpired and conſulted among a 
themſelves, to cauſe and procure a Convention to meet within 
this kingdom. If it had ſtopped there, there would have ben 
no crime, for the intent might have been innocent ; and al- 
though all the conſequences of depoſing the King might have 
followed, which the Counſel for the Crown chuſed to predict, 
et the Defendant muſt haye been acquitted, for they are not 
indicted for what might have happened, or what may happen, 
but what they have done; and I have his Lordſhip's authority 
for ſaying, that this caſe is diſentangled from all queſtion of 
law; that it is a plain matter of fact, for you, gentlemen, to 
decide whether the priſoner did conſpire with the other perſons 
charged, to aſſemhle this Convention, with intent to depoſe 
the King. We are not then come here upon the law, but 
J)))VGCFTFCCb(Cõͤͤ ² Ü˙—A1 af ud if 76S birt 
Here Mr. Erſkine went over all the charges in the indict» 
ment, and the overt- acts ſaid to be a proof of them, and con- 
tended moſt ſtrongly that none of them amounted to any thing 2 
like treaſon. He ſaid that if they had compoſed hundreds 6 
libels, they would in all amount to nothing with regard to the = 
p 7 m, horns ts It rr Ag 
With regard, continued he, to a conſpiracy of levying 
war againſt the King, that is a good oyert-a&t of High Trea- 
ſon, but that muſt be againſt his perſon, not againſt his au- 
thority in the execution of the law; and by the authority of 
Sir John Frend's caſe, it appears there may be a war levied 
without a deſign againſt the perſon of the King. A levying.of 
war, we are told from the higheſt authority, may be High 
Treaſon, yet a conſpiracy to do ſo is not; but if the purpoſe 
pe the deſtruction or the depoſition of the King, then it will 
e High Treaſon. But before I conclude that the priſoner hass 
done this, give me a little fact, to ſhew that the priſoner didy, - 28 
conſpire to deſtroy or depoſe the King; but before I proceed . t- 
any further, I will give you a. fact with a witneſs—I mean part 
of the ſpeech of the learned Serjeant, in his opening of this 
caſe ; and I hope his reply, as I {aid before, will not be at va- 
riance with the opening. He ſaid that the conſpiracy was not 
to aim to, give, arms to the Convention itſelf, - but that they 
were to 240 by the force of others, and that was the uſe he 
ſeemed. to make of the pikes. Now I want to know what evig 
dence, there is of this. He ſays the avowed object was a Par- 
liamentary Reform in the Houſe of Commons, but Treaſon 
lurks behind it; and upon this he ſays, that a verdict to your 
fatifathon will be to the fatisfaQtion of the country. I —_— 


— 


4 1 


2 
88 3 for you ure, if I dne dhe n 
Houſe D bee, the Tutte Sylteiti o dur Coun 


8 whether the prifoner be « hiſty or a raſh man; 


+ whether his diſpoſition be for miſchief or notb is matter of ns 


' queſtion before you, for that is not the charge againſt him, and 
| tuch a topic, I'ſhould not think it nee faty io Waſte f 
bib: If is a traitor in eng heart; that is nothing unle 
n __— am in- 
ſinunting he is a traitor 8 any 8526, on the contratyz I believe 
his intentions ts be pure, but I ant infiſting on it as 4 mattet 


of riglit; that he mult be acquitted if he was . e unleſs 
: W N 
1 . 
The chi 8 wh 
| ina for holding this Comvention; in order 1 
King. Now how is this proved? By draggin at cn 


be collected; aud in order to do that, hey 2 Fi 125 porn 
of p and every one of hee hows het they have 35 78 
ſervice whatever te this geutlemzw at the bar; they map mean 
fomething with regard is Mr, Hatdy or Mr. Tooke; birt they 
have no application to the priſomer, for he was never prefent 
at any of the meetings, where all the Addreffes and other 
things von have heard ſo much of until the month of Getober 
2797, all the concoction of this treaſon was made before 1278 
fined to have known any thing about it; and are you to find 
à verdict againſt him upon the ground that he Knew leſs of the 
__  Eircurnſtances than the very men Who! are #©quitted ? 1 do not 
mean to ſay you are bourid to find a verdict as the other fur 
Have done. Tou are bound to do notKing but juſtice, and 1 
i to that juſtice I appeal. 

M. Erikine chen proceeded to examine the evidence, and 
obſerved, there was not one man out of all theſe Societies, ex- 
.*6ept the two ſpies, who did not poſitively Aer that the de- 
ige of the Societies was for obtaining à Parliamentary Re- 
ferm, and he was fure that would bare been the univerſal tef- 
_  tinkony of them ally if every member had been examined; 


tms object of Mr. Thetwall was, a friend to Univerſal'Suffra e 


e royal fathily, # branch of which: Be was; | th and 1 


and . Parliaments, and this he had taken fro othets 
and particulatly that of the Due of Richmond, # Lücke 
of the higheſt rank, and deriving titles atid erotaments from 


without givitg any opinion on that plan, 


it 
game from an authority likely ettough' to be — 157 men of 


inferior rank, for his Grate's name was 72558 but 
He 
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they con 


Fs a plan in ſupport of a Reform in the Houſe of Commons, 
according to the true ſpirit of the Conſtitution, as. ſettled at 4 
the Revolution in 1688. And all that was done was pub 4 
liſhed in all the newſpapers, and that too at a time when the | 
Legiſlature were ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus AQ, and when ” 
Government were like to be watchful. Te ſuppoſe that men 4 
ſo engaged, under ſuch circumſtances, ' would publiſh A 
their intentions when they meant to depoſe the King, was not 
within the compaſs of the belief of any rational being. 
With regard to the ſecond Convention, which wasnntended 
to have met in England, if any guilt attached to the perſon who 


1 was the guilt of Mr. Hardy, for the 


lar diſburſements of its contents, but the purſe we know is 3 
great one; and his defence is Ief 
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| for diſcharging, as well as we can, our duty to our elient.— 
Now, with regard to theſe Lectures, they were delivered to 
- ſupport an aged mother, a partner of his heart, and an offspring 
wa 25 Providence gave into his care. How is he to keep witneſſes 
zn town from day to day, and from week to week? How, in the 
name of God, is he to make up the materials for his defence 
in ſuch a mighty cauſe as this ! If he was to defend himſelf 
againſt the load of prejudice that has been heaped upon him 
by ſome, and to do any thing pendente!fite, except appearing at 
this bar, it would be leading us orer all the Societies again, 
and over all the proceedings of the Convention, and we ſhould 
be told that unfair attempts were made to procure his acquit- 
tal, or to influence the minds of the Jury; he muſt therefore 
implore you, gentlemen, to attend, as well as you can, to the 
materials he is able to lay before you. Good God, gentlemen, 
Had he the command of the purſe I have alluded to, you would 
have from Norwich, from Mancheſter, and other great towps, 
a crowd of witneſſes; the roads of England would be crowded 
with carriages to bring up witneſſes for his defence, who would 
all corroborate whatever has been Taid by every honeſt man 
who has been examined on the moſt important part of this 
trial. Some have come here, ag we defend him, from a ſenſe 
of the common cauſe of a man ſtanding in his ſituation. I 
do not complain againſt any body, but I deplore the hardſhips 
to which my client is expoſed, although I know them to be 
unavoidable.” 98 % 2 © 
The meeting at the Globe Tavern took place on the 20th of 
Jan. 1794. In the Reſolutions paſſed upon that occafion, there 
may be a great many things rr imprudent and impro- 
er. But we muſt not draw the bands of fociety too tight; 
we muſt not impoſe upon human nature too galling a yoke, © 
we muſt not require from it a perfection beyond its reach, or 
condemn every deviation from propriety with the ſame rigour 
as the moſt flagrant inſtances of guilt. We muſt judge of it 
by rules which will apply to the proper character of man, and 
Which reſtraining deſtructiye offences at the ſame time make 
allowance for incidentat frailty. Upon this principle what 
mall we find in theſe reſolutions to conſtitute the crime of 
High Treaſon. Though perſons make uſe of violent expreſ- 
ſions, and in point of ſtrift;propricty highly unbecoming and 
. unwarrantable;.are theſe perſons becauſe they are imprudent 
and irritated, at once to be branded as the moſt atrogious * 
"traitors? What is in their conduct to juſtify ſuch a charge, or 
3 were gctuated by a; tfeaſonable "diſpoſition of 
mind? oo F 
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' Treaſon 
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Treaſon is a crime, which, as the learned Serjeant very well 

obſerved, ſhuns the light, which ſeeks the cover of darkueſser, 
order to avoid that inſpection which it dreads to encount in 
becauſe it knows. it would be fatal to its purpoſe. But here 
are perſons ſo conſcious of their innocent intentions, ſo well 


ſatisfied with reſpect to the ſafety and legality of their views, 


that they publiſh them in open day, and invite the attention of 
all mankind to thoſe very Reſolutions, on which a charge of 
High Treaſon is attempted to be founded againſt them. The 
ſame is the caſe. with reſpect to the ſubſequent proceedings of 
the Meeting at Chalk Farm. That Meeting might be charged 
as ſeditious, becauſe, to collect together ſo great a number of 
people, was certainly a meaſure which might have led to miſ- 
_ chievous conſequences: | But how can... it. poſſibly be charged 
as treaſonable ? —a Meeting, conſiſting of men, women, and 
children, at which every one might be preſent who choſe to 
attend, and there were ſeveral ſpies among the, number; where 
Mr. Thelwall harangued from a gallery, in order that no word 
of what he ſaid might be loſt by the audience. Are theſe the 
Aſſemblies in which Plots are uſually formed; or, is this the 
mode of conduct adopted by men, who. have treaſonable in- 
tentions, in order to accompliſh their purpoſe? But let us re- 
turn to the Committee of Co- operation. On Thurſday, the 
14th of April, they did not meet, becauſe then they all went 
to Chalk- farm. On the 24th, the day next appointed for 
their Meeting, the Members from the Conſtitutional Society 
were. not preſent at all ; the Members from the Correſpond- 
ing Society met, talked over the news of the day, and then 
ſeparated without doing any buſineſs. I do not wiſh, Gentle- 
men, in ſo ſolemn a cauſe, to put any thing in a judicrous 
point of view ; but, upon my word, it is ſcarcely poſſible to 
regard a charge, fouuded upon the union of the Committees of 
theſe two Societies in any other light: in one point, indeed, 
they moſt cordially co-operated, that is, in doing nothing: 
the one did nothing and the other helped them W 7 VA 
was Mr. Thelw all employed all this time; what means was 
he taking to accompliſh that treaſonable purpoſe with which he 
is charged; where are we to trace the fruits of his activity? 
We ſhall find him at this time, as indeed he will he*groved 
upon all occaſions, ſhewing himſelf a loyal, dytiful, and af- 

fectionate ſubject, faithful to his Sovereign, and a ſteady 
friend to the Conſtitution. We ſhall find him, in all his pub- 
lic appearances, exhorting thoſe whom. he addreſſed, to a mo- 
derate and pacific demeanor, and holding gut, in the lan- 

gyage of one of the Witneſſes, trith and reaſon as the only . 
weapons which ought to be made luſe of to accompliſh his 


object of a Reform, god indeed the only weapons which, 
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gies. this . 
15 of F Reform in Parliament to be ſuppoſed coupled with 


4iverfion to Monarchy, or 2 with to- derogate from the 
Gal Power? What has ſuch an object at All * do with 
the King's s prerogative? Why are we 10 f e th at his Ma- 
ty ſho ſhouts have any objection to ſuch'a eform'; or ought 
- not rather to believe that a Prince who rules on only for =" 


denefit of his ſubfects, v would chearfully. concur in füch a Re- 
rm, if Parliament, imp eſſed with wha Hef founa- tô be 
the fenie of the great and reſpectable be dy the People, 
joutd at laſt be induced to adopt the meaſure? int back 
chen to 8 anterior evidence; we find Mr. Hardy: implicated 


_y 1 0 of holdi is x Conyentioin, and 
: _ 1 fcarcel) ſmalleſt degree cbünected with 
that Plan. Let us ice then how the 


50 caſes differ; differ 
indeed they do, but we Mall ind all "the difference in favour 
the Prifoner: And Rete, as an abundant Teffon of caution, | 
Et me. recal to you a” t'of. the evidence 7 in! 5 We teat 
'Y in the former trials, and wor ked up w G 
to ferve nd 5 rpoſe 'of the pr rofecution. Yi 4 know 
| 95 e of the Friends of LP People, cortpole ed of ſome 
men of 12 firſt property, and allied to faites of the greateſt 
ineridn in t e mong others the Heir of che 
& of Norfolk. It was TAG on the jearned _ 

File Crown, that the citcumfance of that Speicty” 
refuſed to 'correfporid with the Society for — In- 
1 Bon, was a clear proof of the miſchievous frtentions of 
it Kiter; It was urged that the Friends of tlie People being 
x aware 'of Uſe intentions, and perceiving the de ;Bgerous s Tengths 
Lo they were proceediiiy, not only refuted to give them 
ie Tmalleſt Winans and Alliſtance, but declined all con- 
| ce and communication with men whole principles and 
Views they abhorred, I. as 4 Member of the Bociety, could 
2 e ip d the real fate, of the fact, 'except' on the ground 
char IL did not choofe to come forward as an evidence in a 
E in which 1 Was eng ed ee an advocate. The truth of 
8 be he Was this; that 558 for Conſtitutional: Informa- 
: ſent to the Friends of the e Paehle, a pert and peeviſh let- 
Aer, Which weeived From them a pert and | peeviſh later. Such 
| - the. fact, and in order to turn this againſt the Societ for 
Cenſtitutioffal Information, and repreſent them. as men of vio- 
ent and dangerous charatter, did the Counſel think fit to in- 
_ veft-the Friends of the People with 2 nſoriat capacity, to 
—— the ftandards of Ft orthh oxy, aud to ſet up 
nf ir judgment, in order to bind the opinion of all other So- 
tes. Yet we find the Society whom they have placed i in 
Exalted VOY correſponding with that very Scvtch Con- 
| 5 vention, 
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„Ae Stel 1 peel 0 very often brog TR ar 
tfele tra, and che proceedings of which have bekü made to 
_ conftityte A eite Al ground 5 charge againſt the Ptiſoners. 
It is recorded'as Ide of the firſt acts of that Convention, that 
Skitvirip; the Sectetary, Tſe to acknowledge à letter from the 
Friend of this Peb ple; and to thank them for theit cotreſpont- 
elde. We find ths Friefſds of the People ſending 4 let- 
ter to the Corkeſp — 82 8 V Which Was produced and 
read at the Metis ng at tt: The occifion of Wis 
letter wh 5 on London 25 Society Applied to 
= Frlen nds bf 58 le to ſend 4 Delegate to the Cee 
tou, Enie ey pt ieee to Hold. H 4 Society; to 
Apen 1 favs the hour t6" belong, ana. cviipoled of Ren 
Wader 4s 1 Habe already ftated, believed that it wal the ob- 
je& of the Convention to depoſe the King, and to ſubvert the 
_ Conititutieh, would * have contented themſelves wirh act 
io ey they did? No: they Would Have anfiwettd che letters 
1 mediuni of the Secretary of State; they would 
hive deen the frſt to' diſcloſe the treaſoriable purpoſe, and 
defeat 5 Wende 2 But How did they aft — They ſent 
them a letter, declining to ſend 4 Delegate to the Conven- 
. and on What round a it was. A ee 


co · -OP berate with e e 
theſe views of; 1 N Rete. e eneral caſe 
be ſuch as the learned Serjeant aſſumes, Mr. Hard: dy ought to 
be attainted 4 he onght to be called back again to the Bar, as 
a ctiminal eſcaped from Juſtice. —He was not defended: by us, 
on the ground of imbecility and ignorance 3 , we did not pre- 
tend to that he was a perſon miſled" by ignorance, or in- 
capable wr exerciſing his judgment with reſpect to the tranſ- 
actions in which he was engaged; we defended him, on the 
ground of his mind and his conduct, as they appeared from 
the evidence which was brought forward. Had there been 
proof againſt him of having Sn actuated by a treaſonable 
1 5 and implicated in an atrocious confpiracy, I ſhould 
have been aſhamed: in oppoſition to ſuch proof to have brought 
forward the teſtimony. of a few: individuals as to his general 
able character. Had a charge of ſo horrid a n; atus been 
ſtabliſhed, fach teſtimony could have weighed but little to 
irtute an h6neſt and inpartial' Jury to bring in à verdict of 
 _athuittal.” What has the fearned Serjeant done in the pre- 
ſent; inſtatice to eſtabliſh the exiſtence af a general conſpiracy, 
i which the Priſoner was concerned? He has called only one 
or two Members of the Societies to whom the chnſpiracy is 
hs 5 _ imputed, 


. 
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” ruffians.” 
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1 1 
imputed, and they have directly negatived his propoſition. I 


will bring forward a great many Members of -thoſe Societies, 
who, if any conſpiracy had exiſted of the nature which is de- 


ſcribed, muſt have been - privy to all. —lts cireumſtances, and 


their teſtimony will go flill more ſtrongly to prove the entire 

futility of the charge- But as it cannot poſſibly be ſhewn from 

the proceedings of the Societies that Mr. Thelwall was en- 
in a- criminal conſpiracy, will it in the abſence of all 


| gen ptoof be attempted: to be urged, that to his Lectures we 


maſt Jook for the treaſonable diſpoſition of mind charged 
againſt him ? Thoſe Lectures we are told, were made the ve- 
hicle of the moſt abominable propoſitions, and that among 
other things, he ſaid, „That the Monarchy eſtabliſhed by the 
Norman Conqueſt, was an infamous uſutpation, and that 
the Crown of this Country was connected with a ſyſtem of 


* 


ſoner, two witneſſes have been brought forward by the crown, 
both of the name of Taylor. And here, gentlemen, let me 
beg you to remark the difference between the teſtimony of 
an unprejudiced man, and that of an unprincipled hireling. 
—ſf ha priſoner was engaged in a conſpiracy, it is not al- 
ledged, that "the thing was done in a corner. If the con- 
iracy was of the extenſive nature and public notoriety, which 


I | | 
4 pr conſpiracy charged againſt eee neceflarily muſt 


be, where is the clear and ample body of evidence, by which 
it ought to be eſtabliſhed? We have a right always to ex- 
ect evidence commenſurate to the nature of the crime; 


very little evidence is neceſſary to eſtabliſh the commiſſion 


of 2 murder; but little evidence would be neceſſary to prove 


the exiſtence of a conſpiracy, armed ſolely againſt the per- 


ſon of the Sovereign. But here the learned Serjeant has 
failed,” even in the teſtimony of his own witneſſes; ſome of 
them have directly negatived the propoſition of the indict- | 


ment, and none have been able to ſhew any thing amiſs. 
with reſpect to the priſoner, "but only two, and-thoſe two 


ſtanding in the predicament of ſpies. - I never aſſerted that 
the evidence of ſpies ought to be wholly rejected. It is 
ſometimes neceſſary that Government, for its own ſafety, 
ſhould have recourſe to ſuch agents. But in a Court of 
Juſtice, the evidence of ſuch men ought to be well confim- 
ed beiße it can implicitly be received. The cafe. ought 
to be mainly made out, and ſanctioned oy the concurring - 

mony ww, perſons entitled to credit. But if the thing 
itſelf; as in the preſent inſtance, is of ſuch a nature as at 
the firſt glance muſt appear improbable, and not even * 
3 WE Dh. 2 N S DE 5 ; le 
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ble of being made out by the teſtimony of only one or two 


' - creditable men, ſhall it be taken at once from the mouth 
_  . of a man of no credit The lecture- room was ſo crowded, 


as you were told by that abominable witneſs, Taylor, (for 
ſuch I ill prove him to be), that thouſands were preſent, 
and perſons actually carried out fainting, in conſequence of 
the extraordinary heat and preſſure. Are you to ſuppoſe 
then that the priſoner was ſo eager to beat up for the gal- 
lows, that he was ſo intent upon his. owif deſtruction, and 
the overthrow of his plans, that he took àn opportunity in 
this crouded aſſembly, compoſed of all deſcriptions. of perſons, 
to diſcloſe the treaſonable purpoſe of his heart? Is it not 

moſt amazing, that in the courſe. of repeated lectures, at 


which thouſands were preſent, only this ſpy ſhould come for- 5 34 


ward to ſtate the expreſſions, which. he has given in evidence 
. that not one honeſt man ſhould be found to affirm that he 
alſo had occaſion to hear what this man heard? If this be 
true, I ſhould think the country indeed advancing to a very 
lamentable ſituation; and the proſpect, with reſpect either 
to the preſervation of order, or the ſecurity of property un- 
der the Britiſh: Conſtitution, conſiderably diminiſhed; if it 
be poſſible, that this gentleman can have gone on, from day 
to day, uttering the moſt abominable propoſitions in the as F 
| bag and impudent language with reſpect to the different 
ranches of our Government, and, of thouſands of auditors 
who were preſent, not one loyal and dutiful ſubje& ſhould 
have been 8 to diſcover the atrocity of his proceedin 
or corroborate the teſtimony of Taylor, with reſpect to to 
particular .expreſong he ay But how does this wit- 
neſs come forward? He ſtates that Mr. Thelwall uttered - 
ſuch and ſuch violent and inflammatory ſentiments: where 
he cannot recollect the particular expreſſions, he: takes upon 
' himſelf to ſtate the character of what he ſaid. And what 
were the matives which carried this man to attend theſe lec- 
tures? Did he go there with an honeſt purpoſe ? Did he go 
with any deſign: to be enlightened by what he could hear,? 
No: he. went to giſcharge the vile office of a hireling, to 
give. an information ſuited to his own particular purpoſes. 
The character of the witnefs ſolyes the enigma. He. has not 
come here to perjure himſelf for the firſt time, he is prac- 
- ticed in the 1 4 Had he acted otherwiſe than he has ; 


he would. have been inconſiſtent with - himſelf. .. He comes 


here branded with the crimes. of felony and perjury. If we 
| revert to his former conduct, we will find him married 
to a woman, and becauſe ſhe choſe to give him up—and.I 
am pot indeed ſurpriſed that ſhe ſhould wiſh to get rid of 
2 „ 1 Fr 8 8 72 e e ee i- a man 
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| gation S an oath.” He could procure a licence to mar- 
his ſecond- wife without making an affidavit that he was 


an unmarried man; and he firſt committed perjury in aaf 


der to enable himſelf after wards to commit felony. In the affi- 
davit hic has juſt been put into my hand, he ſtates that 


he was a batchslor at the time of his ſecond marriage. 


When. the queſtion put to him laſt ni ght, Whether he had 
made ſuch an affidavit, was — by the Court, 

learned friend Mr. Gibbs, 7 OT y-'contrived to put the 
queſtian in another way aſked him, Whether he had 
not repreſented himſelFas 25am unmarried man; to which, wich 


| unbluſhing effrontery, conſcious that his on afſidavit was 


on record againſt iam he anſwered, ' No. And ſhall a man 
Iike this think, that by an :evidene? which he can give upon 
oath, I be able to fatisfy the mind of a Briiſh Jury, 
or ſhed the flood of an Engliſhmany But let us ſuppoſe 


that this man Was no ſpy; let us ſuppoſe him to be even 


A man of honour, and entitled to credit; let me put it to the 
Honeft heart of the learned Serjeant, whether ſuch evidence 
as; he has given gught to be allowed to convict a man of 

crime. 6f High Treaſon? Let me aſk who would be ſafe 


It every looſe word, if every: vague -expreſſion,' uttered in 


the moment of inadvertence or irritation, were to be ad- 
mitted as ſuſficient evidence of a criminal 2 'of the 


moſt atrocious nature? In the judgment. of we ſhould 
indeed be ſafe, becauſe he knows"the heart, he knows the 
infirmities with which he hath clothed us, and makes allow- 
ance for thoſe errors which atiſe from the imperfect Kate 
of dur nature. From that perfect acquaintande which he 
poſſeſſes of our frame, he is qualified to regard in their pro- 
2 int of view, the inveluntary errors of the miſ ided 

and the intempèrate effu$ons of the honeſt heart. With 

to theſe, in the words of a beautiful moral Writer 


— The Accuſing An gel, which flies up to. Heaven's: Chan- 


cery, bluſhes as he gives them in; and the Recording Angel, 
as e writes them down, drops A tear upon the words, Th | 
Plots them out för ever. er. Who is there, chat, in the me- 
1 of " Jevity or of paſſion, - bas not adopted tlie languag e 
Aan and abuſed the name eyen of the God Feen 
e” adores? Who has not, in an unguarded _ NN a 


J_ of buſe, or a. quick reſeſſtment of He” mile 
conduct, tmyeig Even a againſt nſt the Government tõ which 
he is moſt gen attached! Who has not, under Bog impulle 
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unkind expreſſions, even with reſpect to his beſt and deareſt 
relations—expreflions, Which if they were ſuppoſed to pro=, 
ceed from the heart, Would deftroy all the affection and con- 
fidenee of private life ? If there is ſuch à man preſent ſo uniform | 
ly oorrect in expreſſion, ſo e from miſtake, ſo ſuperior. 
to paſſion, let him ftand forth, let him claim all the praiſe due 
| K a character ſo ſuperior to the cominon ſtate of umanity. 
dor myſelf, I will only fay; Lam not that man. — Mr. Erſkine 
Here quoted an excellent paſſage from Mr. Juſtice Forſter, 
on the caution that ought to be adopted in the interpreta- 
tion of words, as affording evidence of criminal intention. E 
Now, let me ſuppoſe a caſe, which ought to make thoſe Wb 
are called to decide in à queſtion, ſuch as the preſent, care: 
ful hat evidence they admit, or hoyy they fotm their judga 
ment from a partial. repreſentation. of facts that the pri 2 
was an innocent man, not having funds to contend againf 
the influence of the proſecution, or upport the expences of 
a trial of extreme length; and let me ſuppoſe alſo, that we. © 
ba e Enowledge of the tally which invMlidite" the | 
mony of Taylor, no clue to guide us to his real character, | 
but that he appeared here not as a man not chargeable with 
guilt, but free even from ſuſpicion, and entitled to all. the 
credit due to an innocent man, and a. conſcientious witneſs ;. 
let us make to. ourſelves. this ſtatement, and ' aſk, What 
might have been the conſequence ? The conſequence might 
have been ſuch as ought to afford to all concerned in ſuch, 
a buſineſs a leſſon of abundant! caution; A Jury might harre 
been influenced by the teſtimony of ſuch a witneſs, Which 
the priſoner had not the means to invalidate, to facrifice the 
üs ef an innocent man. Let this, then, be 3 Jefſon to. all 
concerned in ſuch queſtions, not to travel out of the. cauſe 
—not to drag onery thing as it were into a net to enſnare 
the unfortunate priſoner, we confine themſelves. to the clear 
and unequiyocal teſtimony of facts, and the ſtrict and lite=_ 


* 


ral application of the law. There was another witneſs; Lys. . 'Y 
nam, alſo a ſpy. In the evidence which he read from His 
notes, on a former trial, he ſtated, that at one of the meet- 

ings à motion had been made to put down the names of 

thoſe who had given evidence againft the patriots, biz was 


| rejected by the greater Humber ef miemder then preſent, | 


and Who can. know whether he was tiot himſelf upon hae 
_ occaſion left.in the minority? And when laft night” 1 alkked 
bows. hether Mr. Thelwall had not expteſely atk 158 | 
t motien, on the ground that it might lead to riiaflacres, + 
and why he had not formerly, metitioned'that circumſtance,” 
be ſad, „ that Mr. Thelvall K had negatived the m. 
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the witneſs for the Crown, ated, that he was the firſt. mo mover 


of the buſineſs, that he wanted a pile for his perſonal defence 
and applicd to Hardy, whs ſhewed hin the fetter from Sel 
field; containing the information how he mi; zhe procure one, 


If this witneſs had been called. by me, it. might hare deen 


faid that I was ſure of Hm, and col dpromiſe inyſelf from wa 
he ſhould Rate, an evidence favourable to 2 defence. 

Here is a witueſs for the Crown, who confe himſelf to 23 
been the firſt mover of the ropeſal with reſpect to arma, 


unequivocally avows the whole of the tranfaction, as well a a 1 


explains the only motive which any of them can 
to have had in providing. themſelves with pikes. 
| Trapped, dunſel wiſh to eſtabliſi that ering 1 
whac 
been provided 7 he ought to have been prepared to have made i 
by his own witneſſes, and not have placed himſelf in the —ç 
con of thus having his on propoſition direQly. negatived b 
their evidence. With reſpe to the other witneſs, Williar 


Wha he had heard any thing on the ſubje& of arm 
the time he was à member of he Correſponding, Society. 
chat it appeared he knew of arms was from bis. connedti 
in the way of bulineſs with the Lambeth. nr Aſſociation, 
the leader of Which, Franklowe, ap p pre red different. times 
publickly, in his uniform, and ſo little he EE to con- 
ceal his preparation of force, that 1 5 A left che 
cartouch-boxes openly laying. on beard... Y 
aflociation, of whom the witneſs 880 oY above N A 
ſcldom more than a, at a time, the whole number of h 


did not amount to ſixty perſons, were to oppoſe the 555 ; 


military force of Great Britain ; to overturn 4 8 
at the point of the bayonet, and not only had th 
_ ednels to form ſuch a.defign, but the wi Ge 3 


make no. ſecret of the formidable preparations which they. ha 


made for that purpoſe, . I will call witneſles not only to the 


public declarations of the prifoner, but to his Private con- 


duct, and from the uniform tenor of. both, ſhew. that ſo far % 
from being a man diſpoſed $0. approve; of violenee, he 9 A 


the conftant advocate of moderate and pacific meaſures: 
A paper produced in evidence, on which- much 


has been laid, is a letter found in the poſſeſſion. of ls | 


priſoner, . directed to a perſon in North America. It 
does not appear from the evidence whether this letter way 


ever ſent, or whether the priſoner, not ap roving. of 23 . 


tents, retained it ſtill in his poſſeſſon. A ay whey! is to pe madę 


2* 


he aſſumed in the firſt inſtance that thoſe arms had - 


20 
e Gun-Engraver, they 44 not dare to aſk him the queſtio Fl 
8 : 


Yet 2 f 


vdscit to ; 


| ongfrom this letter ? 7. 1 15 ESR * * to 1 


9 


* 4 


Are in a ſtate of conſtant 


* * 
4 : * 


1 A . 1 


Kr tf America, who * to have been excecdingiylntereſted 

in what was paſſing in France, and in whoſe tion Mr, 
''Thelwall is defirous to raiſe himſelf, by the zeal which he 
*Aifcovers in the cauſe of Freedom, And what is to be in- 
Ferred from all this ? Is the ſmalleſt approbation of a repub- 
lie to be conſidered as a direct indication of hoſtility to the 
' Britiſh Conſtitution. . A Tepublic, like any other form, may 
er iſt beneficially in the circumſtances in which it is placed. 
' Different duties arife to the ſubſects of different governments; 


"24 no man will pretend to ſay that it is not the duty of the 


members of a Republican State to fupport and eheriſh his 
- own form of beet 4 nor can the approbgtion. giren to 
à republic, in peculiar circumſtances, by the member of a 
different forum of- gorernment, be inferred to be dangerous to 
the State under whick he lives, particularly when it is re- 


Follected how much more man is the creature of habit than 
of reaſon; and how many circumſtances there are which 


tend to inſpire him with reverence for eſtabliſhed authority, 
more and more endear to him the order of things to 
which he has been attached from his earlieſt yearz. And what 


Joes Mr. Thelwall ſay in this letter? He laments the fall of 


Noland and Condorcet; he condemns the dagger of the Ma- 
ratiſts 3 but he epnſiders the cruelties and exceſſes which have 
8 ' flained the Reyolution, not to be ſo much' imputable to the fault 
of the” Prench nation, as to the unfavourable circumſtances 
In which they have been placed, and the infamous combina- | 
tion of def] ſpots formed again nſt them. And what ' is there in 
all this fo Ny blameable ? What has the' opinion which a man 
2 2 with reſpect to the Revolution of France, at 
with his ſentiments of the eſtabliſhed government of 

are Brit n? There may be thoſe who think that in the 
ne circumſtances, a Republic the form of government 

d which France ought to adhere; are they therefore to be 


2 * with an intention to ſhake the monarchy of this coun- 


u 1 hope in God that the period is not far diſtant when 


the aſpect of diſorder which government has lately exhibited 
In France, will be remedied by ſome ſettled plan of . 
re 


tion, and the dreadful calamities under which the people have 


; ſo long ſuffered, be brought to a final termination. anges 


wilt neceffarily take place on the face of human affairs; go- 
yerntherits, like thoſe m_ of whom they are compoſed, 
uctuation. The people of this 


. country, by a ſucceſſion of fortunate conjunctures, have ob- 
taĩned that excellent government which they now poſſeſs, and 
under which the enjoy ſo many bleſſings. Others, by con- | 
jun altem nature, have beep driven into a 9 

, telg 


es of a 


®P 


_ they are themſelves free an | 
an intereſt in the freedom, and to form wiſhes for the hap- 
pineſs of other nations? But how does Mr. Thelwall conclude 
this letter, on which fo much ſtreſs bas been laid? He tells 
his friend that he is fighting at home the important battles'of 
freedom, by delivering political lectures, in order to enlighten 
the minds of his countrymen, the profits derived from which 


he is to apply to the uſe of the Scotch delegates and lie 


might have added to another purpoſe the ſupport of an aged 
mother. The manner in which Mr. Thelwall concludes his 
letter, reminds me of a paſſage in Dr. Johnſon's Life of Mil- 


Biographer) forbid us to look with ſome degree of merxi- 
ment on great promiſes and fmall performance, on the man 
who haſtens home becauſe his countrymen are contending for 
_ their liberty, and when he reaches the fcene of action, hires 
lodgings at the houſe of a taylor, and vapours away his pa- 
triotiſm in a private boarding ſchool.“ So far from revealing 
any dangerous conſpiracy, or expreſſing a wiſh to aſſimilate the 
government of this country to a Republic, Mr. Thelwall con- 
cludes with fimply informing his friend of his | own 
tuation. After telling him that he is employed in fighting 
the battles of freedom, he ſtates that he is engaged in 2 
courſe of lectures many of which are printed, and in the 


bands of every body, and the whole tenor of which 1 ſhall | 
be able to prove to hare been perfeAly innocent. An erpref- 


fion imputed. to Mr. Thelwall on a former trial, in taking up a 
pot of porter, I ſuppoſe the Counſel for the proſecution are noyy 
"convinced to have been perfectly founded in miſrepreſentation; 
| had it been brought forward in the preſent inſtance, I Was 


prepared to have met it with the moſt ſatisfactory evidence, 

Fn the letter that has been brought forward, addrefled by the 
priſoner to Citizen Jack Tellum, I do not wiſh to vindicate 
155 diſreſpectful expreſſions which he applies to perſons con- 


gerned in the government; but there is one paſſage which 


» 


entirely does away any idea of the treaſonable tendeney of 


this paper; in Which he looks forward to the neceſſity which, 


he conceiyes, that government will be under, of conceding 


to the people the object of a Reform; and how can a man. 


look forward to the future grant of an object from thoſe le- 


authorities which he has in his immediate contemplation - 


To deſtroy? The whole queſtion for your conſideration is 


{cried that it was ſufficient that the inditment war proved 


* — 


proſperous. Are the prople of Great Britain, becauſe - 
happy, not to be allowed to take 


ton — 4 Let not our veneration for Milton (ſays that great 


queſtion of fact, and I muſt here enter my proteſt againſt 
the law as laid down by the learned Serjeant, when he a- 


- * 
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in ſabſtange and nat in form, The. treaſonable urg 
 pecefſarily_ have. preceded: the actompliſbment gf 


Which it is to he proved anct can only be eſtabliſhed 
I un evidence of thoſe acts, It is 


5 
rom the 
A then 7 


= demonſtrative of that treaſonable purpe 
convinced of the guilt of thepriſoner,, not from. conjeQural 
ſuſpicion, not 8 . I not from far-fetched 
deductious o erf future. period; haye been the 
caſe, if ſuch — * procee ings had been ſuffered, to go 
on. in-the.cquntry. .. if gavernment then have any credit to 

take in the. preſent. inſtance, it mult: be an the pare of her 
waging which is furely far better than vindictive juſ- 
e not been ab eto make out their caſe,, an if 
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93 a: 8 in tlie profeſſion or my. d 
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| wn me to, form an opinion, EY. ſa 25 


zo that t the Counſel f for. the proſecution. have brought or- 
c rand 9 any hope: of a convwiction. 1 Rage 


7 from the evidence. brought forward „ ee 
7 that the prifoner. ſhould b convicted 859 15 


dane; in conferences and co-operation with others, of whom 
fix arg new acquitted. and of the remaining two, one not 
indiQed,; and the other never taken into Ow. The man- 
ner in which their conſpiracy, was cogducted, ſeems. to re- 

ſemble che confuſion. whic took place : at the 1 — of. Babel; 
they. had no common language in which they could commy- 
nicata to one 8 their treaſonable purppſes, 1 090 nnges 


all: engaged-.in ſame reat number 
— the guilt, of. 1 wok ene. Gentlemen, 
„ e into. this place, ſo far from thinking I ſhould be 


capable; to take up ſq much af your. time, I did = even ſup 
that I. ſhould be able to Nang before you. For weeks 
paſtꝭ I have been exhauſted with 42 75 incurred in the dif- 
dof all repoſe I h de e 

my mind, . 5 repoſe. I have, during that 
. in w no. Advocate, wax erer eſore 
N | P » 
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thatyou can be 
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_ placed; and which 1 ſhall never again be prevailed upon to 
3 In this fituation, however, I have not * 
out ſome conſolations. I have been placed along with an Ad- 
yocate of the moſt correct judgment and the higheſt profeſſion- 
al talents, with whom, though unconnected, as he himſelf pro- 
feſſed, with all polities, in which the circumſtances of my 
life have led me to take fome ſhare, I have had the happineſs 
to nt hi ey nth as to the law of the 'Wſe; he has diſ- 


charged his duty in this arduous taſk with an ability and fidelity 
which equally'do honour to his head and his heart, aud has 
conducted himſelf towards me with a degree of friendſhip,” 
which, till the laſt moment of my life I ſhall never forget. 
Theſe have been my confolations; I have felt only that 'over= 
e anxiety, from the taſk devolved upon me of defend- 
ing the life of a Britiſh ſubject, and on a queſtion too, con- 

nected. with the protection of the Conſtitution, and the moſt. 
ſacred rights of Britons ! an anxiety which every man who 
9 1 the air of England, ought, in ſuch circumſtances, 


The firſt witneſd called for the priſoner was Mr: Stewart Kyd, 
who depoſed that he bad been two years a Member of the 8 
ciety for Conſtitutional Information, and their ſole object wu 
a Reform in the 998 of the Houſe of Commons. 

le ſtated, that he had been ſeven years at the bar, and was 

the author of fome books on legal fubjects. He was à mem - 

der of the Committee of Conference, for conſidering the pro- 

pricty of endeavouring to obtain a Convention of Delegates 
m 


the different Societies, for the purpoſe of confidering 
the beſt means of actompliſhing their object of a Farliamen- 

: He had no reafon to ſuppoſe it the intention of any perfon' 
in the projected Convention, to employ force, or that it was 
meant by that Convention to oyertürn the Government, or 
promote the depoſition and death of the King. He had met 
in a Committee members of the London Correſponding So- 
ciety, whoſe object he believed to be precifely the fame with 
that of the Conllitutional Society. If be had imagined they 
_ wanted tq overturn the Government he would not have met 
them. He had ſeen Thelwall in the Committee, and had no 
reaſon to. think he had different views. He had known Thel- 
wall for feveral years, and had no reafon whatever to ſuſpeck 
that bis intentions were other than what he profeſſed, viz. 
| 1085 of Parliament by peaceable means. This opinion 
4 o& II elwall he collected "MN numerous. converfations with 
wunſclf; and from the witneſs's own knowledge, 'Thelwalt 
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| was ſo far from being a-man likely to promote diſorder or tu- 
F - mult, that he believed what the witneſs did not believe, viz. 
'- that by reaſon and diſcuſſion univerſal peace might be effected 
among men. This was one of his favourite topics ; and the 
witneſs had often heard him reprobate all acts of violence as | 


* 
* 


— 
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| the moſt hoſtile to the objects the Societies wiſhed to obtai 
It was the general tenor of his conyerſation. I 
In anſwer to queſtions put by Mr. Thelwall, he ſaid he had 
known him for four years, and had converſed with him on all 
imaginable topics. + If Mr. Thelwall had written to him that 
| too much yetieratior was had for property, he ſhould have un- 
|. * _derſtood by it, that too much regard was paid to perſons pof- 
ſelling property without enquiring into their moral qualities. 
His knowledge of Mr. Thelwall was intimate enough. to en- 
able him to ſay with confidence, he was incapable of counte- 
nancing any ſet of people afſaciated for plundering 
On croſs-examination by the Attorney General, he faid, he 
| was not a member of the London Correſponding Society. He 
| _was not at the meeting at Chalk Farm. He did not become 
. a member of the ap 4 for Conſtitutional Information, till 
after. the. addreſſes to the French Convention, &c. had been 
ed;-. He had heard of thoſe addrefles from the newſpapers, 
t never. knew the contents of them till he ſaw the Re ore 
of the Secret Committee, He thought he was in the Con- 
ſtitutional Society when the letters from Froſt and Barlow 
were read, but as they related to a tranſaction which took 
place before he was a member, he paid little attention to 
them. He was preſent when the thanks of the Society were 
voted to Froſt and Barlow, but took no part in that vote. He 
underſtood the addreſſes to be in ſubſtance a congratulation 
of the French on regaining their liberties,” which he did not 
| = then, nor now, think improper. - With the particular mode of 
” _ wording the addreſſes he was then unacquainted. He joined 
in electing St. Andre, Bartere, and Roland honorary members. 
5 He was preſent on the 5th March, 1793, when the letter 
from Norwich was read; but knew nothing of any anſwer to 
”  _ "that letter. It appeared by the books that he was preſent on 
the th January, 1794, when the reſolution “ Law ceaſes 
« to be an object of reverence when it becomes an inſtru- 
2 ment of oppreſſion” —was paſſed; but it did not follow that. 
he remained till the reſolution was put, or took any part in it. 
He was preſent on the 24th January, 1794, when the moſt 
excellent addreſs of the London Correſponding Society was 
- ordered to be entered on the books, which he thought a 
3 peaceable addreſs. He was preſent when the reſolutions 


about the King and his Parliament were paſſed, and approved_ 
. - 1 ; : 
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of them; and alſo when it was voted that the London Correſ-, 
ponding . deſerved well of their country. Being 
gqueſtioned with reſpect to particular expreſſions in ſome os 
the papers, of which, he had approved, he faid he underſtood 
them as the angry expreſſipns of men who deeply felt the abuſes 
which they wiſhed to remedy, and wete not ſo temperate and 
ae in the terms they uſed, as perhaps they ought to have 
r 8 
Ir. Toble, examined by Mr. Erſkine. © 
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He became a member of the Society for Conſtitutipnal In- 


formation in 1279 or 1780. The objeCt of the Society was 4 
Parliamentary Reform, Some members connected oller o- 
jects with this, one of which was a Reform of Tythes. The 
Society then, and for ſeveral years, had in it many perſons of | 


4 


rank and fortune: The preſent Duke of Norfolk was a mem- 


ber; the Duke of Richmond, Sir Cecil Wray, and various 
members of both Houſes of Parliament, ſeveral of whom 
were ſtill members of the Society. The members were ſub- 
ject to change, becauſe almoſt every new miniſtry aftempted, 
by introducing their own friends, to obtain a majority in the 
Society; but in one thing the Society at large agreed, which 


was their reſolution never to belong to any party; and all theft 


attempts were baffled,” Some of the Noblemen 5 
to it were ſtill members, and ſome not. The Duke of Nor- 


folk, Earl Fitz william, and others, were ſtill members. Since 


the inſtitution of the Society, more than one change in the 
object had taken place; the Reform of Tythes, or the idea of 
meddling with any part of the religious eſtabliſhment,” had 


been dropped; and by the meaſures adopted it appeared to him 


that Univerſal Suffrage had alſo been grew up. He could 
hardly ſpeak of the correſpondence of the Society, but as the 
correſpondence of ſome perſons in the Society with other 


perſons of other Societies. There were letters received, pur- 


porting to be letters from the London Correſponding Society 
He never ſaw, or heard, or knew of, any thing that could give 
a colour for ſuppoſing that the intention of the Society was, to 


overturn the Conſtitution, depoſe the King, or in any 


77 * a 1 way 
compaſs his death. A conſpiracy for ſuch a purpoſe,” ue 


thought, could not have exiſted in the Society unknown to 
him; for, it appeared to him, that, for the objects he profef- 


ſed, he was more zealous than moſt” other perſons; aud, as 


likely to be fuſpected, as being ready to join in any thing he 
approved, as any man in the country; but no man, 'who at- 


tended the Society when he did, could poſſibly be ignorant that 
he was a friend to Monarchy and dur mixed form of "Govern- 
ment. Other members differed from him only with reſpect ta 
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| the erte xtent of 2 Farliamentary Reform—Some wiſhed for one 
mofe_cxtenbve than he profeſſed to wiſh; but no member of 
the Society, be believed, withed for one more extenſive than 
the Duke of Richmond's plan- What might be ſuppoſęd by 
| other perſons to be the opinion of the Society, with reſpect. 
tao extent, ſeemed to fluctuate, as one ſet of members or an- 
3 Ather attended, fo as to conftitute a majority. There were no 
erfons im it fo ſtupid or abfurd as to imagine that the Society 
Sul produce any effect but by words and writings, reaſon 
aud argument. None of the words or writings ef the So- 
F. eiety, 2 was fure, were intended to excite rebellion 
tie remembered to have heard of à meeting to appoint De- 
llegates to the Scotch Convention. A letter on the fubject 
from the London Correſponding Society was received, and 
there was ſome converfation upon it; but it went no farther 
than converfation, as almoſt all the members preſent expreſſed 
_ their diſfike to ſending Delegates. He difliked it, as ſeeing 
no benefit it could produce. — The Convention, he thought, 
would not be ſufficiently reſpectable te have any weight; but 
I he had thought it would be reſpectable enough to obtain the 
regard of the Legiſlature, he would have been the firſt to agree 
w ending Delegates to it. His diſlike was founded merely on 
_ - this tesſon and on no ſuſpicion that it was intended by that 
' Converition to uſurp the authority of Parliament —a ſuſpicion 
4 of which he never heard till he found himſelf in the 
3 Paine ; he was preſent when the approbation of the Society 
Was given to Mr. Paine, and concurred in voting thanks to him 
for the Firſt Part of the Rights of Man. He had no reaſon 
t think other people's motives in concurring in this vote, 
_ different from his own; he had many reaſons for concurring 
in it. He knew Mr: Paine to be an ignorant man; and he 
_ admired him; as Stephen Duck and others had been admired, 
for rifing above the diſadvantages of education. He had been 
accuſtomed to read very long books, without finding a ſingle 
page worthy of perufal; in Mr, Paine's he found one third 
Worth any man's reading. Ihe book was an anſwer to Mr, 
Burke, who had provoked the witneſs, who feeling himſelf as 
ſmall a man as any in the kingdom, mult neceſſarily form one 
of the $winiſh Multtude. He confidered Mr. Paine as the 
defender of the fmall; and as a man who had pointed out real 
abuſes in a very ſtrong manner; he thought the book would be 
proſecuted. His own politics always were to act according. to 
law. The Thanks of the Society were not voted for Mr. 
Paine's book as tending to ſubvert the Government, nor 0 * 
| 7 b Circulat 
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need in order to deſtroy the Monarchy. He was perſon- 
ally aoquainted with Mr. Paine, and more than one perſon now 
| preſent had heard him differ with Mr. Paine on political ſub- 
yu fo warmly, once in particular, that in order to pacify 
m, he was forced to promiſe e differ with him ag 
for three months. 

He remembered the Addreſs to. the Seach Opin and 
believed he moved it himfelf. It was written hy Mr. Barlow. 
Neither he who moved it, nor the Society who adopted it, had 
then changed their object or. their principles. On the con- 
trary, they were more than ever attached to the Britiſh Conſti- 
tution. The Addreſs proceeded: from no alienation: on his 
part ; and he believed the whole meeting concurred with him 
in the motive, as well as in the att. His motive was, that he 
xejoiced ſincerely in the freedom of the Freach. He did not 
expect that the eſtabliſhment of a free Government in Fr 
was to have any effect in changing the form af our Govern- 
ment.. He was too well acquainted with the old Government 
-of France, not to rejoice in its overthrow z he had nearly. loſt 
his own life by it. He profeſſed his motives, he believed, at 
the time of moving the Addreſs, and the other members: * 
cutred in thoſe. motives. He knew, that under the old Go- 
wernment, many thouſands of people died annually of putrid 
diſorders, for want of e faod; he knew that every 
anſult and oppreſſion from men of wr, muſt be borne by 
men of no rank. He was acquainted with a man of rank whe 
Had ſuch a thirſt of blood, both of- beafts and men, that he 
+ enquired only the pecuniary expence of gratifying this "oy | 
appetite z and taking a fancy to kill the witneſs, and bein 
formed that he could do it for about twenty pounds, A bots 
ſtabbed him in the South of France. In March, 1792, he had 
' no. reaſon to chink that the object of the Society was changed. 
EH there had been a conſpiracy for ſuperſeding Parliament hy 
a Convention, from his e kae of the individuals, Bon- 
ney, Joyce, Kyd, &c. &c. ſuppoſed to have been concerned 
in it, he muſt have diſcovered it. None of theſe men could 
be ſuſpected of conſpiring to overturn Governments, and com- 
paſs the death of Kings; they were of the quieteſt and gentleſt 
diſpoſitions. Far from 2 y conſpiracy, he would 
not have remained in the Sopiety if he had ſuſpected one. 

_ He had known Mr. Thelwall Fo 1790. He became ac. 

inted with him firſt- when he ſtood candidate for Weſt» 
minſter. For the laſt two years, Mr. 'Thelwall had dined at 
his table once every forinight or three weeks, in all which time, 
he had never heard him utter a ſentiment diſreſpectful to the 


7 He never 1 a tan capable of vio- 
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Toa ed, Mr. Thelwatl,. 66 f > had 4 a let- 
ter. from him ſtating, that in his opinion, ſome claſs of per- 
ſons had too much veneration for, property, what conſtruction 


he would have put upon it?“ He ul he could not tell, * 
mut depend upon the content. tang ons gw 


Mr. Bonney, Attorney at Law, faid, he: wi mar | 
"> the . for Conſtitutional Information the object was 
-a Reform of the Commons Houſe of. Parliament. He hadino 
reaſon to think that object changed; he would not have conti- 


nued a member if it had been changed to violence and rebel- 
non He knew Mr. Thelwall, and had ſeen him both in pub- 


lic and private. He always underſtood him to be a man who, 
Jike bimſelf, thought there was great need for a Reform in 
Parliament. He never heard him make uſe of any expreſſion 


hoſtile to the Government, or diſreſpectſul to the King. 


Captain Harwood, of the 19th Dragoons,” had been a mem- 
ber of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, for .three or 
four years ; the object of it was merely a Reform of the 
Houſe of Commons. He had met Mr. Thelwall at Mr. 


Tooke 's, and ſeen him in public. He had converſed with him 


often on political ſubjects, and believed that bis Seer was 2 
Reform of Parliament. 15 
In his · croſa: examination by the Attorney 9 he faid 


the object was a Reform of Parliament, and that all the papers 
printed, as be underſtood them, tended to this and nothing 
elſe. Some expreſſions in the Norwich letter, about the op- 
. prefion of the ariſtocracy, aroſe, he believed, from the groſs 
. oppreſſion which he knew the lower claſſes of people in Nor- 


wich ſuffered from the ariſtocracy in the diſcuſſion of political 
ſubjects. Many of them had been totally ruined, He conſi- 


_ dered, that letter as calling on the people to meet. as. his Ma- 


jeſty's preſent Miniſters had formerly called upon them; and 
in coniequence a Petition to Parliament had been ſigned by 
above 7000 perſons. The object was to petition. Parliament, 
and excite others to petition, till the n of the Petitions 
| ſhould be granted. 

Mr.:Erfeine and Mr. Gitbsthen awed; in evidence the ai. 


WE made by John Taylor, one of the. Witneſſes againſt the 


. Priſoner, when he took out a licence for the marriage upon 
Which he a e af bigamy at the laſt Old Bailey 
Seflions.. 7 Rene WI24 
It was objected that. as ende in his 8 had 
not t been allowed to anſwer the 2 3 he had 5 2 
"4 z made 


0 


made ſuch an afſfidavit, * ſabſequent 2 by Mr. Gibbs, 
viz. whether he had at any time after his firſt 
 *bimſelf a batchelor? fell within the ſame rule, aud Roach 
anſwered by Taylor in the negative, without any objection 
taken at the time, could not be conſidered as evidence, and 
r ground was laid for reading the affidavit. | | 
Mr. Zrſtine and Mr. Gibbs contended that ſufficient ground 
was laid by the queſtion allowed to be put and anſwered; or if 
not, that they had a right to give evidence of ſuch- an act of 
moral turpitude as making that aſſidavit amounted to, in order 
to diſcredit the teſtimony. of Taylor againſt the priſoner. 
The Court, after ſome conſultation, decided that the affidavit 
could not be produced either way. | 
Mr. Erſkine and Mr, . were going to ſtate other grounds 
for receiving it. 
The Chief Auſtice God, it' was. only diſputing 4. 3 caprina By 
the effect was already produced. The fact was, chat the man 
had, ſome how or other, been betrayed into an alfidavit that 
© ought not to have been made. 

r. Cline, an Anatomical Lecturer, faid, be had e the 
priſoner for ſeven years up to the preſent time; knew. him 2 
be a very moral man; had converſed often with him on 
tics, and believed his views extended only to a Reform of the 
_ Houſe of Commons. He expreſſed himſelf warmly on ſome 
occaſions, which the witneſs underſtood to be only the effect. 
of his natural warmth; he expreſſed himſelf freely, but with 
no bad intention. | 
= Topham had been porter of Gray Inn G 
i nine-years; he knew the witneſs Taylor, and took care of 
a horſe and chaiſe for him for three years. He had heard 
_ gentlemen call him Roberts, and had ſeen him'in genteel com- 
panies anſwer to that name; this was eight years ago. Taylor 
always behaved to the witneſs like a gentleman, and gave im 
ſix ſhillings a week. | 

David Phillips lived at No. 6, Cambridge-ſtreety Carnabys 
market. He did not know John Taylor, but he knew Roberts, 
| who was lately in Newgate, under the name of Taylor. Ro- 
| berts took a lodging of him three quarters ago come Chriſtmas. 
The witneſs never knew that he was called Taylor till he went 


N 4 


to Scotland to give evidence. About that time à perſon called 


at his houſe and enquired for Mr. Taylor; he ſaid that his 
' lodger's name was Roberts, not Taylor; but the other ſaid 
that the name was Taylor, and his lodger was the perſon he 
wanted to ſee. When he heard that Taylor was in Newgate, 
he went from curioſity to ſee if it was the ſame man. He en- 


9 at the Felon' Gate, as be 3 for Mr. . 


John Taylors the people told him there was no ſuch perſon | 


chene, but that if he went to-Mr.-Kirby's he would find Gen- 


tleman Taylor. He went to Mr. Kirby's, and had a converſa» 
tion with his lodger. Taylor was amazed that the witneſs was 
not ſubpcenacd on his trial, and bade him, if he ſhould be ſub- 
poenaed, ſay that he knew him beſore by the name of Taylor. 
On his croſa examination by Mr. Law, he ſaid, that the wo- 
man who lodged in his houſe with Roberts paſſed for his wife; 
that Roberts did not come to ſee” her occaſionally, but ſlept 
there every night. He had no other lodger, but the widow of 
a tradeſman, who lired on her means. He had been a Houſe- 
keeper, within a” few yards of where he now lived, for eight 
and twenty years. e a Wk, Aries 
Me. Parkinſon, Surgeon and Apothecary, of Hoxton-ſquare, 
ſaid, he had been pretty intimate with the Priſoner for the laſt 
ſeven years. He had attended his public Lectures three or 
four times, and, from great attention, could ſay, that the ge- 
nerab tenor of them was, to imprefs on his hearers a love for 
right, and reſpect for law. He attended to them with parti- 
cular anxiety, and found in them to his thinking no tranſ- 
greſſion. He never heard him ſpeak in contempt of legal 
authority, or of the King. He ſpoke of Miniſters in ſuch 
terms of diſapprobation, as induced the Witneſs. to fear 
would make them put him into ſome ſuch ſituation as that in 
which he now ſtood. The Priſoner ſpoke with warmth ; but 
hatthe Witneſs accounted for by his never having known 4 
man whopoſſeſſed greater luxuriance of ideas, or Yo expreſſed 
thoſe ideas with greater energy and propriety; but he was 
fearful, that the uſe of luxuriant language, on common occa- 
fions, might lead him, upon greater, to expreſs himſelf in ſuch 
a way as would expoſe him to ſuffer, from the perverſion 
of his meaning by intereſted perſons. His character in pri- 
vate liſe was amiable. The Witneſs had ſeen an aged mother, 
a wife, a child, and a brother deranged in mind, all of whom 
the Priſoner ſupported. N e oe 
On his croſs examination by the Attorney General, he ſaid 
he became a Member of the London Correſponding Society 
about two years ago. He attended the meetings at Sa Globe 
Tavern and at Chalk Farm. He wrote a pamphlet, called 
« Reformers no Rioters.“ He was a Member of the Correſ- 
ponding Committee, appointed after ſeveral of the-Members 
of the old Committee had been taken into cuſtody. That Com- 
mittee, he believed, was nominated by Hodgſon. He ſaw 
Hodgſon: yeſterday morning. He never objected to telling 
when he had ſeen Hodgſon but once, when he thought that 
admitting Hodgſon into his houſe might be made-miſprifi 
of Treaſon. He had fince learned that it could not. He ha 
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in his poſſeſſion the paper called * The Guillotine,“ but he 1 | 
did not get that paper in the Correſponding Society, He 9 
thought the proceedings at the Globe Tavern peaceable pro- | | 
eecdings 3 he attended but little to theſe, at Chalk Farm, and i" 
<aclined giving any opinion reſpecting them. In the courſe = 
of a Jong croſs examination, which produeed nothing mate- . 


rial, be laid the paper he wrote was ſold for the benefit of the | 
families of the preſons taken into cuſtody, whom he fincerely. 6 
believed to be innocent. The title of it was, “Revolution 
without bloodſhed ; or, Reform preferable to Revolt; and 
it concluded with the words Tyrants! Tyrants ! Tyrants! _ 
To aqueſtion by Mr. Erſkine, he anſwered, that from all 
he ever ſaw or heard in Societies or Committees, he believed. 
the intention to be a Reform of Parliament, by peaceable 
means; if he had ſeen any thing criminal he would not only 
have left the Societies, but done the duty of a good ſubject, 
and informed againſt them. 
Mr. Clark, Surgeon, had known Mr. Thelwall for three 
years. He belonged to no political Societies. He became ac- 
. quainted with Mr. Thelwall as a man of letters, in a Society 
of Literary and Scientific men. An intimacy enſued between i 
them.— Mr. Thelwall's behaviour was always ſuch as did hn 
honour as a moral man and a good member of ſociety. He . 
had great peace, quietneſs and ſedateneſs of demeanour. His 
TY by all who knew him in private we was that'of a 
man who wiſhed to carry point with others by argument 
abt i weary cory Wo ies by dr 
Mr. Wilſn, of Bedford-ftreet, Covent-garden, where lie has 
reſided more than forty years, Surgeon and Apothecary, had 
known Mr. Thelwall from his infancy. The Witneſs attend- 
ed no Political Societies. Mr. Thelwall was amiable, and en- 
titled to every degree of eſtimation, as a Son, a Brother, a 
_ Huſband, and a Father. BL henna ho 
Mr. Thelwail.—Has Mr. Wilſon known me under the ex- 
perience of trials and misfortunes? ? 
A. T have. „ 8 
Q. Can Mr, Wilſon tell whether thoſe mis fortunꝰs aroſe 
from any miſconduct of my own?  ' 
A. Certainly not: they aroſe from branches of Mr. Thel- 
wall's family, over whoſe conduct he had no.controul..,, 
QQ Does Mr. Wifon know, that 1 ſtruggled to maintain a 
mother and a brother, on the. ſcanty earnings of my literary 
labours, when they did not amount to fifty pounds a year? 


% 


A. I cannot tell what was the amount of his literary carn- 

ings : 1 believe they were very ſcanty; and I know that out of 
his mother and his brother. my 

Q. Under 


Wem he ſupported 


. 


— 
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0 Under. all my misſortunes, which you have known, aid, . 
the,breath of Calumny ever taint my fame? 
A. 1 3 heard of. 9 committing | a breack of integrity | 


3 Re witheſs was called, and Mr. Thelwall ſaid ſeveral 

] | Be were in waiting, but as he thought the Court and the 

| - Jury mult be ſatisfied with reſpect to his general character, he 

odd not detain them with calling any DEB WY his ME 
ſe] thought it neceſſary. 

Here the evidence for the defence cloſed. 

Mr. inet faid, he had not a moment's time to confider we 

_ evidence, gre: at as was the maſs of it upon which he was now 
15 5 nor to make any kind of preparation upon the 

. therefore requeſted the Court to adjourn. 
N. "Faftice obſerved, that it was little more than ſeven - 

Oelek, And he did riot fee” Aw the Court could adjourn fo 

long before the ulüal time. He was ſorry to preſs Mr. Gibbs; 
but every delay notabſalutely neceſſary muſt be avoided.” 

85 "Mr. ibs then roſe to make. his obſervations, in the beſt 
manner the circumſtances under which he felt himſelf would 
17 He faid he ſhould not detain the Jay long, for as he had 
already ſtated, Be had had no opportunity of looking back upon' 

5 the evidehes adduced.” He hac only a gert recollection of 
©, Ry of ſuch magnitude, 'of a 13 # evidence ſo volumi- 
nos, that, 2 Lordſhip bad ſaid in ſumming up on the 
trial of Mr. ooke, ener rather to oppreſs the Mind by its 
weight, than to relieve it by being more than once repeated. | 
Firſt, he muſt beg leave to pay his debt of gratitude to his 
learned friend, Mr. Erſkine, or the aſſiſtance and ſupport he 
had received. from him in theſe laborious. and unprecedented 

_ inveljigations. He bluſhed at the idea of his Learned Friend 
Having been affiſted by him. On the contrary, he had been 
encouraged, invigorated, and borne up by the indefatigable 
abilities of his Learned Friend, but for whoſe aid he muſt 
hade ſunk under the taſk—diſ pirited and incapable. That he 
might not be involved in the herd of innovators, as all were 
no called, who thought. differently from thoſe. who choſe 
to call them ſo, he would, not ſtate. to the Jury any opi- 
nion of, his own, as to what the law was; he would quote 
no authorities, for to none had he had time to refer; he 
would ſtate ſimply as matter of biſtory and of fat, what had | 
been done in other caſes. _ 

His learned friend, Mr. Erſkine, had, truly faid, that the 
| Court, under the commiſſion by which it was. conſtituted, 
Was 2 Court that could take cognizance only of High Trea- 
fon; ; in che indictment, no DFrexen, was Viech but ing 
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were facts which. wanted not. the. :ſupport of 
_ gentleman at the bar had committed the overt-aQts charged 


Convention, the Committee of Co-operation was 


_ their followers were clearly involved in the guilt. This 


— 


\ 


te enquire concerning, | 
King, Thi, the fta- 


ro the ſtatute. In the trial 
nſpiring to: ſeize the King's guards 


yas part of the charge, Lord Chief Juſtice Pemberton ſaid, 
chat the point to be . aut to the ſatisfaction of the Jury, 


was not conſpiring to ſeize the guards, but cempaſſing the 
death of the King; and whether Fond Ruſſell ah yank. rw 
to raiſe inſurrection and rebellion with this intent. Theſe 


argument, or 
the corroboration of authority. It muſt be proved that the 


in the indiftment, or fome of them, with the intent of de- 
Poling the King and compaſſing his death, Mr. Serjeant 
Adair had faid in his opening, that they might confine their 
attention to the charge of conſpiring to call a Convention to 
overturn the Government. He withed the Jury to attend 

to this poſition. The firſt overt · act charged in the indit- 
ment, and indeed all the reſt, as far as they were applied 
by evidence to the gentleman at the bar, made it clear, that 
the whole 8 was à conſpiracy to call a Convention to 
overturn the Government, on the mode of _ which 
£0 have deliberated. Now out of this conſpiracy were already 


plucked by the acquittals which had already taken place, the 


greater part of the conſpirators. On the'two formet trials, 
and till it was thought convenient to do otherwiſe, Mr. Har- 


duy and Mr. Tooke were always repreſented as the leaders of 


the two ſocieties, as the founders of the whole plot. Now, 
when the charge of conſpiracy, when the charge of calling 
a Convention, with the evil intention impx was nega- 


tived with reſpec} to them, it was ſaid, nay, it was attempt- 


ed to be proved, that although the leaders were innocent, 


much the ſame as if the leaders of two armies, having 
it clear that they never marched, nor intended to march to 
a certain place, the troops who acted under their orders, ſhould 
be held to have intended what their generals did not. Still, 

however, it was attempted to make out that theſe underlings 


| had deſigns, of which their leaders knew nothing. But after 


bonding Society during he 


Mr. Tooke and Mr. Hardy had been proved innocent, it was 
monſtrous, it was too, ſhocking for human credulity to ſay, 


chat thoſe who only trod in their Reps were guilty. Mr. 


Thelwall was not even a member of the London Correſ- 
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given in evidence as proofs againſt Mr. Hardy. The learn- 
e Judge, in ſunming up upon Hardy's trial, had faid, that 
naue appeared to be deeply implicated in the buſineſs of the 

"= Scotch Convention; that he had received letters which he 

did not communicate to che ſocieties; and that he had ad- 

Ft - viſed Skirving to invite the London Societies to ſend dele- 

1 ee and to conceal that the ſuggeſtion came from him. 

= -* Fer Hardy was acquitted ; and the evidence which was found 

| inſufficient to convict him, maimed" and mutilated as it now 

Was, brought forward to take away the life of the gentleman 

nagt che bar. This, he repeated, was monſtrous. The meet- 

ing at the Globe Tavern was now called an overt- act of 

- » Treaſon, which it had not been before, becauſe the proſe- 

/ <utors felt the lameneſs of their caſe, and how much it want- 

_ ed to help it out. But Hardy too was at the Globe Ta- 

| vern, and what did not criminate Mr. Hardy, was intended 

1 to criminate Mr. Thelwall. In the fame manner he reaſoned on 

' the meeting at Chalk Farm. On the trial of Mr. Tooke, were 

MM not the Jury told that the addreſſes to the Convention and 
Societies in France; the ſpeeches made by Mr. Froſt and 
Mr. Barlow on preſenting thoſe addrefles; and the appro- 
bation of thoſe ſpeeches in the Society for Conftitutional 

Information; contained the main * and the ſtrong- 
eſt evidence of the charge: Mr. Locke, a leading member 
of that Society, was . acquitted ; and notwithſtanding his ac- 

-_ quittal, Mr. Thelwall, not a member, of that ſociety, was ac- 
cuſed on theſe facts! He had not words to expreſs his in- 
dignation at ſuch a proceeding, It muſt, indeed, raiſe one's 
indignation to ſee a proſecution ſo conducted againſt a friend- 

Jeſs man. Feeling the neceſſity of appearing to make out 

2 a ftronger caſe, the counſel for the Proſecution brought for- 

ward a letter from Mr. 'Thelwall to ſomebody, which, for 

any thing that appears, was never ſent, and from ſome ex- 
8 in this letter, they attempted to extract Treaſon. 
Tbere might be unguarded or improper expreſſions in that 
letter; but, however erroneous. the ſpeculative opinions of 
' the. writer might be, Mr. Taylor, the witneſs for the Crown, 
not Taylor the perjured witneſs, faid it was Mr. Thelwall's 
principle t# carry opinions into effect, not by force, but by 
- " "reaſon. Ibis letter, never publiſhed, never intended to be 
- publiſhed in this country, they brought in proof of a deſign 
do overturn the government of this ny. To argue upon 
* ſuch evidence, would be waſte of time; the leaſt that could 

be faid of it was, that it was contemptible. Next they re- 

forted to his political lectures, It was in proof that theſe 
lectures were given to multitudes; not to members of the 
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Correſponding Society, but to all who choſe to attend. If 
they had contained any thing criminal, could a cloud of wit- 


neſſes have been wanting to prove it? To prove this, the 


counſel for the Crown could find none but ſpies, and of that 
tribe but one. What is the man they bring? We object- 
ed, that he had been convicted of a felony ;—they ſaid, he had 
perjured himſelſ, but paring ſuffered the puniſhment award- 

ed for his offence, . he: ſtood here a competent witneſs. But 
| it appears, that he has married a ſecond wife while his firſt. 
was ſtill living; and that, being married by licence, he muſt - 
have taken a falſe oath. Of this, however, we were not 
permitted to give evidence; but how ftands he before you 
in this Court !—As a perjured man; as a man who has 


ſworn. in your preſence. what he knew to be falſe. When 


J croſs-examined. him, and aſked whether he had ever gone 


by another name, the boldneſs. of his anſwer ſurpriſed me: 


I knew I was inſtructed in my brief, that he had gone by 
another name; but I began to ſuſpect that I had been mii- 
informed. If he was not ſufficiently perjured before, to ren- 
der it impoſſible for you to believe a word he ſays, he ſure- 
ly is ſo; now: he ſwears. plumply, that he never went by 
another name; we called two witneſſes to prove, that what 
he ſwears is falſe. The counſel for the | Crown dare not 
call him up again, to confront him with thoſe witneſſes, and 
I. commend: their diſcretion ; for, if W we ſhould cer- 
tainly move to have him committed. Mr. Topham ſays he 
has 4 him go by the name of Roberts; but this was 
eight years ago. What ſays Mr. Phillips—a man who has 
been ei bt-and-twenty years a houſe-keeper in'the neighbour- 
. hood a, A he now lives ?—He fays, that Taylor took lodg- 
ings in bis. houſe not quite three quarters of a year ago, 
where he lived, till very 1 by the name of Roberts; 
and that he never knew: him by any other name. Taylor 
is ſeen by Mr. Phillips, in Newgate; and, having commit 
ted perjury, he is willing to add to it ſubornatian of per- 
Jurys and endeavours to prevail upon Phillips, if he ſhould 
be called as a witneſs, to ſwear that he knew him by the 
name of Taylor, not of Roberts. Can you, after this, pay 
any attention to Taylor's evidence? If we had no witneſſes 
to impeach his credibility the very circumſtances would ren- 
dex it ſuſpicious: the facts he ſwears to, if true, might have 
been proved by hundreds; but he is produced, without even 
a ſpy to ſecond him . The whole of his evidence muſt be 
laid aſide; and, if fo, what remains? Half the evidence which 


* 


was inſufficient to convict Hardy, and that half again de- 


prived of another half. N learned Serjeant told you in 
f BEES. Fs 4154 F 13 2 : 5 e A FOR his 8 
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N e E became his duty to ſtate to 
eee opinion would be the moſt mate · 
| ne op non r of guage that 
88 as well for. as | 

ide cone of this n 
bp as well as nts ems 


e e wave e 
| he defence for 2 | 


8 

aud fairly condutted; Loan Agel would We poop cd | 
mon as t0/thiverial, and be ſhould not, he truſted, fay any thing 

to-day that would induce them to change their 8 of the 
 mangerin which this Proscutipn was carried on from that which 

_ they had emed at the gs ps, 

— then took notice Aperity with which, as it appran- 
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themſelves, afd-afk them whether they thought there had been | 
any thing in the conduct of this cauſe, on the part of the proſe- 
cution, chat met their cenſure. That he ſhould obſerve on ſome 


parts of the evidence given againſt thoſe who had been acquitted, 
| — dertain, but that any blame was to be attached to the proſe- 


cution-on that account,-he utterly denied. There was much if 
evidence which could not immediately affect the Priſoner at the | 


Bar, but he had already, and he now e it, cautioned the 


leſs the application of parts of 


 warmthand animation of an eloquent ſpeech might inadvertently 
| have! given dirth to an imputation ſo far from being deſerved, 


Tze finn ching then he had to do, was todilpole of a general 


ſubjed and to ſubmit them to the conſideration of the Jury, — 
The learned gentleman, who took the lead of the defence, 
had begun with ſtating a propoſition, in which he, from his | 


_ endear the Conftitution of this Country to the People who had 


! 


| Had preceded this, had manifeſted to the world, that ſuch is the 
adminiſtration of the Criminal Law of England; he hoped that 
oath would have a proper effeCt on thoſe who have been alre - 


” * 
„ 
8 
; « 


bang Sando g Sake e w becauſe upon that point 


tion of Criminal Juſtice was ſuch, ang hea could not touch the . F 
hair of a man's head for any thing he di 2 
N 


ury aguinſt applying any thing to the Priſoner at the Bar, un- 
— 2 | 3 N others, aroſe 
out of the concurrence of the Priſoner in the acts which that 
evidence deſcribed, and that the views and principles imputed 
to him were clearly brought home to his charge. He would 
trouble the Jury no more upon this part of the caſe ; he ſhould 
not have ſubmitted any thing upon it, if he had not thought ijt 
adviſeable to do away any unfair imputation, which in the 


that his heart recoiled at it. He ſhould not endeavour to fol- 
low: his learned friend, the leading Counſel for the Priſoner, 
in f what he did intend: to perform, namely, laying 
down a plan of what he intended to do, and then departing 


obſervation, which had been made in the. cauſe, and which 5 5 
feemed to him to have hut little, if any thing, to do with the - 
evidence given in the caſe. With regard to the law of this 


he Jury would receive the beſt inftruftion from the Courts 
but there were a few obſervations to be made by him upon tas 


foul, concurred, and which he hoped, and truſted would 
the happineſs to live under it; it was this, that the adminiftra- 


„ without firſt making 


porting that charge with 


d he hoped e e e. on the trials hat 
t 7 


acquitted, and a proper effect on the public mind; he truſt- 
that the proceedings of this Court would give the lie direct 


* 


a 


| to all thoſe, who had been endeavouring to defame the admini- 
\  firation of the Criminal Law' of this Country. The next thing 


that no man, ſhould be puniſhed for the offenes eharged'upon 
H this record, unleſs his evil intention was proved beyond a 
Qonbt—to this propoſition he aſſented alſo; God forbid he 
E- Jhouldever aſk a Jury to convict am man; his evil intention 
ould be manifeſted, and unleſs his declarations, be they 
5 9 5 might, were followed up by acts te prove his inten- 
On. ) 4 1077 "BOEs OE OOCAS SOASOES O6t-2 34 4 


- 
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Fing; but the overt-acts by Whieh this was to be manifeſted, 
were as various as the wicked imaginations of thoſe to whom 
ny might be applied; and if ach thoſe acts be proved, ſo as 
to manifeſt that intention, that would be ſufficient to ſupport the 
. charge. There were ſeveral charges in the Indictment which 
- did not apply to the uſing of force; there were others which 
Charged the deſign to'be'to uſe force; but either of theſe would 
_ do for the purpoſes of this Indictment, if proved. The learned 
Gentleman, who led the defence, had ſaid he did not ſtand 
„ Whether the Convention was to be held with the intent 
ated in che Indictment; and, ſaid he, you muſt take the means 


= Indiftment charges, and conſequently before you are guilty of 

= High Tren. Now the learned Serjeant would venture to 

an ia chat Court, that for parties to meet together, and con- 
mite for chat purpoſe, was ſufficient in law to make out à charge 
of High Treaſon; and here he muſt take notiee of part of the 

-. evidence, becauſe it immediately related to this part of the caſe. 

By the evidence of Edwards it appeared that a Parliamentary 
> - Reform was to be effected by force of arms, if other means 

Fe Kal if this was the caſe, it was inthe language of che 
Incmetment, for ſubverting the Rule and Government of the 


-— - , Janguage of che ſtatute, this was to depoſe the” King, and to 
ee the King's death; for he had no difßeulty in faying 


which had been mentioned by the ſame learned Gentleman, 


t before” any intention can be imputed to you, which this 


The charge was Rated to be the compaiing'the death of the 


upon the lam, but pop He fact; the queſtion of fact, ſaid he, 


. _ that inthe view of the law, as well as wor every principle of 
| ; | 


| fultice zhdcommion ſenſe, to depoſe the 

death.” The queſtion, whenever it had been brought forward 
1 of Juſtice, had been uniformly decided in that way. 
ns, 


ee 
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ng was to compaſs his 


therefore, led him to obſerve, that in this caſe it was not 


_ | nereffary that there ſhould be a ſpeciſic deſign againſt the Kings 
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lie; butan attack againſt the Government of the King, the 


nf 


” _. Kingdom theſe, arms were provided; r 


Us, 
L 


Hardy; he ; 0 
able verdict, but it was not neceſſary for him to 89 ſo far as to 


that although the caſe of Hardy was diſpoſed of, ſtill every cauſe 
muſt ſtand upon its own 809 z and this, in every fed] 
feature, was eſſentially diffe = 

reſt which had been already diſpoſed. of; they would recollect, 

therefore, the reaſon of proceeding upon this trial, and recol- 
lect, alſo, what parts of the evidence they had heard before, 
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le then came to the defence of the Priſoner.—It had been 


ſtated, by the learned Counſel for the Gentleman at the bar, 
that after the acquittal of Mr. Hardy and Mr. Tooke, and again 


four others, he was embarraſſed to find the reaſon for perſiſting 
in this charge againſt the Priſoner; and then, he obſerved, that 


before the Jury convicted him, they muſt conceive that ge 
conſpired with theſe very men; and that was impoſlible, 


of 


rounds of the proceedings in this reſpect. In the caſe of the 
— Gentlemen who had been acquitted, in a manner ſo much 


for they were acquitted. Now he would ſtate to the Jury the 


3 of the Attorney General, that learned Gentle- 
man, in the exerciſe of that candour which ſo eminently belong- 


ed to him, bowed to the verdict of a former Jury; for finding 


the caſe of theſe four Gentlemen to be ſimilar in point of -evi- 


dence to thoſe two trials which a Jury had diſpoſed of, he, there- 


fore, ſaved the Court the trouble, and the Priſoners the pain, of 


g gh a trial, by conſenting to their acquittal at once. 
ut this cauſe ſtood diſtinct from all others, and, therefore 
ſhould be tried upon its own. merits. He had already ated 
he did not ſay any thing againſt the verdict given in the caſe.of 

had no doubt it was to the Jury a fair and honour. 
ſay, he ſhould have found the ſame verdict; but he. would fay, 


* * 


rent from that, and from all nd 


which, from the-bearing they had on this trial, he was obliged 


to recapitulate. There were two very leading points to be con- 


ſidered, in order to determine on the queſtion, Whether force 


was intended to be «pion to effectuate the purpoſe of thoſe, who 4 


attempted to call the Conyention in England? | 
The one was the expedient of providing arms by ſomebody. 


That could not be denied, for it was proved beyond all doubt. 


The other, Whether the 9 theſe arms was brought 
home to the Priſoner by diſtinct evidence? It was material to 


know, whether the perſons with whom the Priſoner was aflo- - 
cCiated, were guilty of this or not, was a queſtion to be examin- 


ed by the Jury, and here it ſeemed rather unfavourable to the 


Priſoner, that he became the leader of theſe perſons all at once, 
and upon this the Jury would conſider the evidence as it appli- 
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| 1 any guilt inthofe 


15 _ naturally enough, were diſpoſed not to-prefs upon him; but 


* 


2 eee 
to SI extraordi 


them all; this appeared 


5 raed Gerad i tas Socherryofome- 
,. audting the defence, On the triatof Hardy, the ſame learned 


_ Gentleman ſtreuuouſly inſiſted on it, that Was the mere 
"ook and inftrument of others; that he was a plain fimple man; 


. | 3 harmleſs, kboffengve tradeſman, not a udge of the te 


of papers to which he put his pen who dad never been! 
e e uttered a fil io dence 
the Crown except where he had acted as Secretary to 


London Correſponding Society, where he was a too} in the 
hand of others. All this had its effect on the trial; and on the 
part of the an Roneſt and an honourable effect; but what 


ay ele bythe W think when that verdict was reprodated in this 


. perſoas whoſe eloquence obtained it; for this 
o was then called a'fimple, harmleſs, inoffen- 
* Has was now, all at once, made the Leader andthe Framer 
ef this Society; theſe oppolite concluſions would not do. The 
Fury thought that Hardy was brought forward into the front of 
3 geile by others more defi and artful; they found his 


name to Various papers, and ature in the hand · writing 
_ of others; ee eee, Wer, 


s Counſel repreſented him to the Ju as aQting not 28 

6 feb but 26 — 1 now, the learne Seren Rid, he 
A dot elieve the Verdict would have been the ſame. But 
whatever Hardy might have done as an individual, yet he did 
not think it fair to endęavour to implicate the caſe of the Prifo- 
RE 5 that S character but that of 
ndon Correſpond » for it did not 

ear dt © the be Prifoner had fs pr mg > with him in any ether 
= and therefore he did not think it fair to produce 2 
letter of e e to the ing of this Convention in 


. England. 
1 the next obſerved; that having made a diſtinction denen 
25 the caſe of the Priſoner and that of Hardy, he fhould ſhow that 


the caſe of Mr: Tooke, and that of the Priſoner” at the bar were 
il more diſtinguiſhable j' for Mr. 'Tooke had been proved not 
£ have concurred in the meaſure of ſending Delegates to the 

Zanvention in Scotland. Mr. Tocke was not preſent at the 
3 at the Globe Tavern on the 20th of January, nor at 


any of that Society afterwards. Mr. Tooke was not preſent at 


the Meeting at Chalk Farm, nor was he a Member of that So- 
Wi nor was the general political character of Mr. "Mn 


to that of the gn con-ae%s = af 
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Tue next thing for the conſideration of the Jury was, What 
Were the intentions of theſe perſons who met at the Globe 

Tavern and at Chalk Farm? and upon this he would aſſert, Re 
was ſubject to be corrected from the Bench if he was wrong, 
that if they intended to make laws of their own authority, they 
were by thoſe acts guilty of High Treaſon. The delign of 


taking up arms would not be neceſſary to be proved in the caſe 
of the intended Convention, if it was intended that ſuch Con- 
vention ſhould make laws for themſelves and for thepublic, nor 
was it material whether they intended to a an the King or not, 
for if they intended to alter the rule and government of the 
Ki even although they might afterwards intend to re- 
ſtore the. King to his authority, ſtill they will in that caſe be 
ky of High Treaſon. - Whether they meant to depoſe the 
King or not, if they meant, by any of their acts, ot by any of 
the publications they ſent forth, to bring the minds of the Peo- 
ple to approve of their plan, ſo as to enable them to uſurp the 
power of the Government of the Kingdom, that would ſupport 


the charge in this indictment. oo 5 
The i of the defence had ſaid it was extraordi- 
nary, not one of the Members of the Society had been called to 
prove theſe objects to be in the contemplation of the Gentleman 
at the Bat. Now, he muſt ſay, this was an extraordinary aſſer- 
tion; for, he thought, a hundred of them would have been 
called for the defence. On the part of the Crown, it was 
not the uſual way to call perſons to prove their own criminal 

intention; and, he muſt beg leave to ſay, it was!not a legal 
mode of examination. If any ſuch Witneſs had been called to 


prove this on the part of the Crown, the very firſt queſtion 


would have been ſuch as, by the rules of law, he would not 
' haye been bound to anſwer, and which the Court, he thought, 
would not permit him to be aſked ; certainly the Court would 
protect him in his refuſal to anſwer; for, if he anſwered in 
the affirmative, he would involve himſelf in the guilt of 
High Treafon. He who had been charged with the offence 
for which the Priſoner now ſtood upon his trial, and who had 
been acquitted, was certainly under no ſuch difficulty; he might 
anſwer in the affirmative, if he pleaſed, for the charge was over 
as againſt him. The reaſon. was therefore obvious why the 
Crown did not call any of the Members of this Society. Wh: 
they were not called on the part of the Priſoner, 8 
Was nearly as obvious: he dared to ſay, tiny would, if the Pri- 
ſoner could have been benefited by their teſtimony; there were 
none, therefore, called from that Society, except Mr. Parkin- 
ſon—not even Mr. Hardy, who, as Secretary to the Society, 
neceſſarily knew moſt of its proceedings; the truth was, they 
Rad not dared to call them. 55 
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Plhbeſe things he laid before the Jury, to ſhew the general 
_ - effe& of the conduct of theſe Societies, and of the London 
_ Correſponding 8 in particular: they all profeſſed a defire 
_ for Parliamentary Reform by legal means, and which, perhaps, 
' might, be fo. at firſt; and, perhaps, they might have purſued 
. that object for a time by legal means; but he meant to ſhew 
that they had deſerted. that idea, and meant to purſue the ſame 
 _  objett by illegal means, or rather, that they changed their ob- 
jiect altogether; and chat, Whatever they intended to do, they 
meant to effect of themſelves, independent of ny other power 
or authority; and he had taken pains to explain the cafe before 


Es E been ſtated, that the crime deſeribed by the record, 
and the ſuſpicipn which. gave birth to it, originated with Go- 
Fernen; and that if had not exiſted any where elſe. This 

bu thought it his d 8 for it was not true ; for the 
fame charge was made by others apainft the London Correſ- 
onding Society, and that by thdſe who had the beſt means of 
Judging of them—their own correſpondents. . The impreſſion 
which the proceedings of this Society made 85 the plain man 
vas Material to be conſidered, for what he had now to offer was 
not a ſabtile refined conſtruction, ariſing out of the jealouſy bf 
Government, but the conſtruction of à plain. man; and this 
went to another part of the caſe, becauſe the Priſoner had called 
four or five witnefles to tell we be they never ſuſpected theſe 
intentions. Was it true that nobody but thoſe engaged for the 
Cron ſuſpected theſe intentions? He begged of the Jury to 
_ recolle& the letter from Notwich, aſking this Society a ain 
blunt queſtion; aſking them that which was imputed to them 
in this Indictment, Whether they meant to rip up Monarchy 
by the roots, and to plant Democracy in its ſtead? That was 
the charge ſtated in this Record; for that was to ſubvert the Le- 
> giflature, Rule, and Government of this Kingdom, and to de- 
Hole his Majeſty from the Throne; and were the Officers of 
the Crown now to be told that the faſpicion was entirely theirs. 
The truth, he believed, was, there were two purpoſes in this 
'Society—the open, public, profeſſed purpoſe, and à private 
pur 5 to be acted upon when they ſhould have an opportunity. 
.  - Fhey haddehigns which they would not avow, until they thought 
they had ond. What he hoped they never would—the minds of 
the majority of the people with them. It was evident they were 
doing all they could to make the people of that mind, by the in- 
_ duftry with which they circulated the works of Paine and Bar- 
low. The moſt wild, wicked, and cruel doctrines in theſe 
books, ſubverſive not only of this Government, bur of all Go- 
vernment and of all order, were to be diſſeminated among the 
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5 cad jo th di to prepare them for what this Society had i in 
view. Paine and Barlow were the 1 Repreſentatives of 


this Society, whoſe ſentiments they had all adopted, and which 
ſentiments they did all they could 99 make the public adopt; to 
ſay that thoſe hp induftriouſly 67 1 theſe books, could have 
any ſerious idea of a Parliamentary Reform was rid! culous ; for 
theſe books not only ſtated that arliament would not n : 
itſelf, but that it had not the power or authority to do ſo if it had 
the inclination.” Theſe books were directly againſt the purpoſe 
which the Societies profeſſed, and directly 2 the conchifion ; 
for which the Counſel for the Crowh. ag This was not 


all; he would aſk, What have Societies i in this country in a 


view for. Parliamentary. Reform, to do with the Societies of 
France? the two learned Gentlemen who were Counſel for the 


Friſoner avoided this altogether; they did well in avoiding it; 
| they now ey they could not anſwer it; if it had been ſuch a x 58 


e boldneſs of an Advocate could grapple with i it, the learned 
leader of the defence would have attempted it. All this was 
5 evidence, applicable generally to all the Members of 

eſe Societies, and therefare when connected with other cir- 
cumſtances, might tend to convitt the Priſoner now upon his 
trial, although Hardy had been acquitted. © * 

* The 12 1 50 Serjedtt then went over the books of the Lon» 
dan Carreſponding Society, and made many comments on them, 
and particularly an the admiſſion of Barrere, St. Andre and Ro- 
land, as honorary Members, as alſo on the ſpeeches made by 


Bartow and Froſt at'the Bar .of the National Convention of 


France, on preſenting the Addreſs, as well as on the thanks 
voted to theſe Re their conduct, &c. maintaining that it 
contributed to ive the main point of the Society to ſubvert 
the Rule and Government of this Kingdom. 

"The learned Counſel for the Priſoner had laid great fireſs on 


the hardſly to which his client was expoſed ; that he had not 


means to bring from Sheffield, from cheſter, and other 
populous places, hundreds and hundreds of witneſſes he might 


examine, who right know all the innocence of his communica- - 


tions; but why did he not try to ſatisfy the Court with one of 
them ; and why did he not call the Members of the London 
Correſ ſponding Society, for they were all eaily brought into 


Court! 


He had produced ſome evidence, however, but the very na- 
ture of the queſtion that muſt of neceſſity be put to them, ren- 
dered their anſwers of but little importance, for they all muſt- 
neceſſarily give one anſwer. When a queſtion was put to 4 
witneſs, & Was it the intention of your Society to overturn 


eee * as 5 I of King, Lords and Com- 


mons ? 


. 


kc... tte 


\ 


en On Would you have continued if that had been their 
32 —0 « be given to ſuch a * 
K Oi in- 


aljeX?” —Only one anſwer coul 
It was fure to be in the negative; they could not think 
valving themlelyes in che penalties of High Treaſon, which 
they muſt do if they anſwered in the alirmative, Mr, Kydd, 
however, a Gentleman at the Bar, had given his opinion that 
many of the proceedings were legal and conſtitutional; now he 
_ "wiſhed che Jury. to learn from Mr. 8 what he thought legal 
_ "and conſtitutional,” He thought ſo of the addreſs of the thanks 
of the Conftitutional Society to the Landon Correſponding So- 
Je on the 23d of June, and when it was.voted that the +l 
| "ton Correſponding Society had deſerved well of their country, 
| "en the 20th of January. He admitted he was at Chalk Farm, 
. Lhe learned Serjcant faid he differed from Mr. Kydd upon 
=: e legality, and upon the propriety of theſe meaſures. Mr. 
=  Parkinlon's cyidence. was of the fame nature, for he had con- 


+ E 


= 


 f&Rien, Mr. Kydd fad now, that he approved of the Reſo- 

ions in January, and ſaw nothing criminal, illegal, or even 

-  improper.n_them now. Why then, the Jury had the opinion 

of 1 on theſe things, and the Jury ſaw the ma- 

__ tetials on which they formed their opinion; they ſay they ſec 

— .. mgthing improper in the minds of theſe people, and the Jury 
. © would fnd het there was nothing: to wonder upon that 


 . curred in thele reſolutions, and. now approved of them upon re- 


fer theſe Gentlemen approved. of the means theſe 
©. - _- Peplons had uſed; a length this, to which he hoped-but few 
_ + -» perſons would follow them; nor was it wonderful that either of 


1 eee er oncurred in a Reſolution that the London 
| _ Carrelponding Society had deſeryed well of their Country.— 
; 5 
ight, no doubt, haye had a vote of thanks, and that they had 
| . © would only have come from their own party. If the Jury ſhould 
Sn he contrary, the Jury ſaw. in them an avowal of principles, 


. | \ Catiline might have produced the 
erved well of their Country, but this vote, he believed, 
DEN agree in.opinion. with theſe witneſſes, if they ſhould ſee there 
re Court ſhould ay there was nothin illegal in 
- which if acted upon with effect muſt ſubvert the Government ; 
Judge of them. from. their own breaſts, and not from the opini- 


= - e evidence ih Rome; he 
18000, and his party, had their lift 
was: nothing improper in the proceedings of the 20th. of Ja- 
2 3 ES _ Kithey aw a coplulation as to the means of their effecting this, 
Dis ot theſe two witneſl les. 


grievances, and they too 


— 


LY x 


EE 20 
1, be ſhould give up the whole of this progceding; 
amor others to co-operate with them, the Jury woul then 
_ © As to the pikes, he obſerved, there were thoſe who thought 


WO they had been legally provided, and that they mult be legal fer 
EEE ie ß conſtitutional 
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conſtitutional means; but be was. of à contrary opinion. Upon 
che ſubjeR of theſe pikes, he took notice of the evidence of the 
two witneſſes, Edwards and Williams, they were not Spies 
but they were both of them Members of the London Correſ- 
ponding Society, and one of them boldly avowed the object at 
the hazard of hig life; he ſaid he was 333 they would 
EE. A diſperſed, The learned Counſel for the defence, 
; that if their intentions were innocent, they ſhould 
be illegally diſperſed, if diſperſed at all by farce. Now all be 
5 y on this point was, that to ne whether their diſper- 
be neceſſary or not, was not his buſineſs now, fur that was 
a thing that mult depend on circumſtances; but if done by au- 
E their reſiſting it would be a crime at Jeaſt. From this 

the evidence, it was clear that the Members of this $0- 

er were taught they ſhould learn the uſe of arms; but as to 
ſhould . that this never became an act of the Bo- 

ciety, nor ſhould it implicate the Priſoner, any further than as 
ral evidence, applicable to thoſe with a he was aſſoci- 


_ ated. Williams, he other witneſs, declared it was the inten- 


tion of the parties, that if a Parliamentary Reform could not be 
effected in any other way, it was to be obtained by force of 
arms; this he maintained to be à diſtinct avowal of an act of 
High Treaſon ; for be believed that no one would be hardy 
enough to ſtate in a Court of Law, that to take arms 
the Legiſlature, was not an act of High Treaſon. The 7 
who had taken theſe arms, were called,” or rather they "called 8 
__ themſelves, the Loyal Lambeth Aſſociation; they were no 
more a Lambeth Afociation, than they were loyal, for except 
perſon who projected the plan, not one of: them was an In- 
| habitant of Lambeth; but the plan appeared to proceed from the 
2 ſince they admitted none but the Members of the 
London/Correſponding Society. = 
He came no to the evidence which particularly affected the | 
Pune himſelf; and, until he was able to apply the evidence 


pamieulariy to him, he confeſled be had done nothing, The 


Fut acquaintance we had, in this cauſe,” with the Priſoner, was 

3 the year 1792, when he was one of the inſtitutors of a 0 

in the Borough of Southwark; and the evidence on this 

was given 5 a friend of Mr. Thelwall, a gentleman of 

| the name # John Taylor, who came from Norwich, and whoſe 

name the Jury would be pleaſed to keep diſtinct from a perſon 
ol the ſame name who had given evidence in this cauſe. The 


Woitneſs ſaid that this Society was inſtituted for the;purpoſe of. 


obtaining A Parliamentary Reform; now he wiſhed to ſee whe- 
ther the evidence of that Gentleman was conſiſtent with the 


i, and e hoalladed to une he declaration of th 2 5 
| idelf; 


1 r 
— ol; ht Mags Ts unfortunately, . ——_ | 
a - which che witneſs Society was in litired for, "was not to 
de found in any one part of the e namely, A Par- 
mae Reform,” butthe whole plan was that of & ſupporting 
due Rights'of cqual, ative Citizenſhip.” ' This phraſe was 
 ._ eatily underficod, and referred to a thing: totally different from 
Fg Parhamentary Reform; not even reconcilable with the plan of 
mere Sulfrage and Annual Election, but a thing totally at 
 _ "war with the whole frame of our two Houſes of Parliament, 
wich che Jury" would underſtand at once when they reſſected 
den che works of Paine, whoſe plan was- that of an entire Repre- 
5 —_ which n King and Lords 
chen procecded to take notice of the inuten ven = 
A 8 . Delegates of the Scotch Convention, to which . T 
©. wall ha@fub{cribed,” and upon which much ſtreſs had been laid 
nate opening Speech for the Defence: that part which was 
men notice of in that Speech was conſtitutional enou ; but 
N — Part of theſe inſtfuctions was entirely hoſtile to 
> of all aw in this Country, for it-inculcated the dein. 
8 E hes to Acts of Parliament; and there was an end of all 
Lecurity in this Country, if the wiſdom and authority of the 
Begiflature was to be Nel of, and tet aſide by the My 
oF a-Debating Society, 
Te next point to be taken notice of in the Defence, was. 
= watofthe iy Act by bi by the * 8 It 
was pathetically ſtated by his ſeadi ounſel, in his 3 
= for the Defence, chat the L Prifoner delivered th theſe Lectures to 
| I 5 fupport an aged mother, à wife, and helpleſs offspring; but this 
| 3 © _ _ was not che fact, for they had tlie evidence of Mr. Thelwall: - 
| elf in aletter of his to 2 friend, in which he ſaid he appli- 
ehe whole of the profits of his Lectures to ſupport the Bele- 
es, fo that his patriotifm was ſuperior to his feelings for his 
&; = And, now that he was on the ſubject of theſe Lec- 
_ tures, he muſt take notice of the evidence. of John Taylor—a 
. witneſs of whom-he had not yet Tpoken; a witneſs who gave 
- - evidence for the Crown, and wos teſtimony gave ſcope for 
the abilities of the Counſel for the” Priſoner.” A witneſs wo 
certainl ly did not ſtand before the Court is an immaculate Wit" .. 7 16 
. + neſs. The teſtimony of that perſon had been impeacheg, Cari 
_ tainly, and God forbid" that ke ſhould ever attempt to p 
Jury to give to it more weight than it really deferyed, 
' Was but juſtice to the admihiffration of else in db the man 
i himſclf to ſay, that he had e a little ſeverely. In the 
ant place he was charged i in Court as aconmvictedfelon. That 
= "_ * * " * a ond examination W his — 
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5 E et 
had not the puniſhment given in general for ſuch an offence, fo 
he received à ſentence from a court, the juſtice of ' which has 
never been yet impeached, to be impriſoned for a fortnight; 
and to be fined one ſhilling. Such circumſtances of extenuatiom 
appeared in his caſe, that the Court were of opinion, that the 
ſlighteſt puniſhment was ſufficient for his offence. He was fur- 
ther allowed to ſay, that the profecution was inftituted, not by 
| the party injured, not by his firſt or his ſecond wife, but by Mr. 
Pearce, the Clerk of Mr. Martin, now: under Indictment for | 
High Treaſon, and this proſecution. was inſtituted after he had 
been called upon to give evidence for the Crown, and therefore 
the motive for the proſecution was not difficult of diſcovery. 
As to his eredit, it was certainly proved he had aſſumed angther 
name. Thi learned Serjeant ſaid, he did not know the witneſs 
could explain this fact, he was unable to explain it for him, ant 
as far as this affected the credit of his teſtimony, the Priſoner 
was entitled to the effect of it, for he did not wilh' to ſuppreſs 
any thing.—The Jury were therefore to conſider of the effect 
of this evidence. If they thought, and the Court thought, 
that he ought not to be attended to at all, and that he was not 
competent, they ought not to hear his evidence at all; then the 
whole of what he had ſaid, ſhould be ſtruck out of the Judge's. 
notes: but theſe were points to his competeney; the cited? of 
the credit due to his teſtimony, was à queſtion of another na- 
ture, and of that the Jury were the only Zuse and in that 
view they would. ſee whether he was confirmed by other cir- 
cumſtances in evidence in the caufe, and if the Jury inquired 
into that, they would find that every part of his wp was. 
confirmed by other circumſtances, and the nature of his evidence 
Was ſuch, that if it was not true, the Priſoner could have call- - 
ed an hundred witneſſes to contradict him if they pleaſed, for 
he ſpoke of circumſtances which took place in the prefence of 
many hundreds of perſons, for he ſpoke of what he heard Mr. 
Theljrall deliver at his Lecture, and not one. perſon had been 
called to contradict him; he would ſay not one, becauſe he ſpoke 
of a particular day and at a particular place, It was true there 
Was evidence for the Priſoner as to the general tenor of ſome of 5 
his Lectures, three or four of them, but that was without ſpecifying. * 
the time. He would ſay therefore upon this point, "Taylor re- | 
mained wholly uncontradicted. The general effect of the vi- 
BE dence for the Priſoner in this reſpect, was, that the general ob- _ 
IM jon of his Lectures was to ſtate CITIES under which the 
| People laboured, under a party in 


je Houſes of Parliament, in 


Courts of Juſtice, &c. and that he painted them in ſtrong and 
animated colours. In one of his Lectures, the learned Serjeant 
aid, it was proved that he ſtated the Hiſtory of England as be- | 


| * . E. roverned by 2 Tyrant who had 7 b 
= His nod. That he was likely to Gy ſopne unguarded things, Mer. 
- Gurney, one of his Counſel, had proved,” and that made the 


| Hilfe; fie thought might be very welffpared, and then abundance 
ert of this Proſecution. 

Tue proccedinpsot the 20th of January, at the Globe Ta- 
' 'vern; he learned Serjcant maintained to be a direct act of High 


- - andindeed appeared” to be the leader; for it appeared that the 
-_ Felolutions, which 4 deluded multitude of a thouſand perſons had 
oe, were prepared by him, and printed two days before. The 
- Proceeditizs of Chalk Firm were under the fame circumſtances 
 _ excepting only that . were not printed. He then read 
thee refolutions, and ſtrenuoufly maintained that 8 
re and provreffive *Freafon. He faid they could admit of 


_ = He chen took notice of the very able ſpeech of Mr. Gibbs, 


_ bf his ſpeech in which he took an opportunity to obſerve that 


 byanothery which was inconſiſtent with the dignity of his cha 
er, forke then told the Jury, they would ohen 
ier acquitted the priſen err een 
MM, G faid no ſuch ching. —If I am regular, I will 
tate what I faid—I faid, in ſubſtance, this, as . "4 re- 


udien to make one— The learned: Serjeant has cautioned you 


be againſt being miſled by the applauſe of the gr Porn dat not 


espectation of any ſuch applauſe—you will have the applauſe 
-  » which Lord Mansfeld valued—the applauſe which good men 
want that which is met after you have done your duty, and by 
© _  » "doing your duty you will be entitled to the beſt applauſe, 
aan it would follow, I do not affect to ſtate che ports words, 
but this was the ſenſe I meant—far was I from ſaying the Jury 


- 


would have applauſe as 2 reward for ac 


BY 
OY . 
4 > 


3 Mr. Gibbs's explanation, and then continued his Addreſs ta the 
- , | Jury. He took notice of the circumſtance of the Foreman of 


where Baton and others were, 
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eves and Murderers at 


Felt of the account the more probable; bur all this, de it true or 


; $ 8 Treafon, aud in which Mr. Thelwall was extremely achive, 


dur one conſtraStion—they were not ſhort of an overt-adt of | 


woll excuſe him, if he took the liberty of ſaying that that part 


FF the Juryought'to be equally indifferent to the ſtowns of power 
«nd theapplanſcof the multitude; that obſervation was folldwed 


cha- 
that applauſe 


collect, for 1 had no time to prepare a ſpeech, I was called on a 


_  Thelearned Serjeant exprefſed biwſclk perfeckly ſatisfied with 


de Jury on the triab of Eaton, Having been preſent at a Meeting 
v | | * hete a medal had 45 
5 where a m 


Agreed on and afterwards preſented by the London Correſpond- 
a . 8 1 WE: -, ; — 8 PEO a, 8 


Vo, 


importance of the cauſe; before em; who will fo 2 7 was 
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hat Jury; bee robated ſuch p 
Ar to the of Juries, © RE e 
they met WR 


men wh —_ ſp ſpurn with 1 | 
mY an infule;” 1 know I am addrefling men equally Indern 
fo 885 frowns of power and popular applauſe; who will feel the 


ſaid by me, arid will forget whit is Hig by ory od 
the evidence before them; z' who will look Real at 2 — 

in the indictment, and as ſteadily to the defence; who will ww 
pe of their on underſtandings, and will weigh in even balance 


thi oxi of 'the country on the one fide, and. the. life of — 


priſoner on the other, 2 -incline the balance to the fide of mera 


: of but who will not ſhut their eyes againſt irreſiſtible pr 


ſuch: proof does exiſt in the calle, and however painful 


duty may be, they will perform it. Gentlemen, lay your — 


your hearts, and decide on tlie evidenoe you have heard.“ 
The Toru Chief” Mice, about one d cloek proceeded toſum 


up the evidence; ited a full abſtract of the adi merit 


and obſeryed; that he perceived, from the courſe of the rep 
that it was expected from him to ſum” up the whole of the * 
dence. He proceeded firſt to ſum up the printed and writ 
evidenee, deſiring the different papers to be read as he'w 
alotig. At nine o'clock, having ata up the whole of the 
Evidence for the Proſeeution, he ſaid that as the evidence for the - 
- Priſoner: would take-up aconſiderable time, and as atany rate 
hoe hould not be thus able to get h. the remarks-he had ta 
make on the caſe, it might be eee 
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regard to that Witneſs, objections had been made, ane 
warranted, that went to: affect his credit extremely, e 
not his competency, or ſuch a a) to prevent-his being a Witnels; 


on all diſputable p oints, theſe . N gught and muſt have 


a gręat effect £4 his * credit, n the other hand, if it was 


_,- confirmed by 558 theſe objections could not go in total 
| excluſjon af his teltimony 26% but, Gentlemen, ” ſaid-his Lord- 
Rip, . vau are to judge whether you think: him i in in en I 
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* ; aner, and it is evidence, when collected together, to make 3 
'- an affectionate. and. warm evidence of character; theſe Gen- 


5 dit, and deſerve great weight with you. Gentlemen, the 
* Fatement of the whole of the evidence being brought 8 


Auiry, dy <xerciGug that branch of your duty; for I hope not 
= detain-you long preparatory to that exerciſe. Gentlemen, 


te Government, demonſtrated clearly, muſt be ſaid to have 
- conſpired to have compaſſed--and imagined. the death of the 


at indictment, if 7955 is made out fatisfaQtorily to you, 
tlemen, the real queſtion for your conſideration is, a queſ- 
3 of fact. My apprehenſion is, that all the charges in 


indictment, -The firſt, conſpiring and conſulting to procure. a 
_ Convention to meet with intention to ſubyert the Government, 


canſe and procure the g's: Tu jects to ſend: delegates to this 
Convention for that purpoſe, f this is proved, it is ſufficient 
_ to maintain this indictment z for although. nine  overt-acts.arc 
charged, it is not neceſſary they ſhould be all. proved; and ale 
though other things: are laid as overt- acts, ſuch as conſulting 
and agreeing how, when and Where, this aſſembly ſhould be 


* and bers it choule be held, and all the remgining points, ſup- 


of evidence, yet they gem to me rather to be eircumſtances 
belonging to the confpiracy, to procure a | Convention, than in- 
- Fes oyert-aQts of compaſing the King's death. That 
4 Priſoner at the bar has participated i in Nhe” defign to afſem- 
bie a Convention, 18 clear; but for what purpoſe i is the mate. 


rial queſtion for j you to conſider; and here, Gentlemen, the 
purpole and intent is a ſure matter of fact, not at all a conſe- 


uential thing, þut perfectly additional to it, and muſt be ſup- 
plied by thoſe who make the charge agajuſt the Priſoner z/ it is, 
therefore, wholly on the Violerutorstc to make t tout. They 


.  Eircumlſantes n evViderice of it. Gentlemen, this evidence 
| es chiefly out of the proceedings of two voluntary Societies 
en, ie together wich other Societies from the coun- 
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wie Chief 15 Ms addreſſed the Jury, to he eng 
8 is, e is the 8 on the bart of the pri- 
; . *  " firong impreſſion in favour of the Priſoner at the Bar. It is 
= temen who give the Priſoner this character, are entitled to 


conclußon, you will very ſoon have to cloſe this ſolemn in- 


take the law to be clear, that they who conſpire to overturn 


8 and upon that ground an overt-act becomes a proof 


_ this cauſe, are included in the firft and ſecond ſtatement in the 


and ta depoſe the Ring he ſecond, publiſhing writings, to 
on 


held, and: the appointment of perſons to conſider how, when 
pofing them all laid in point of ſorm, and ſupported in point 


- tay they can make it out, and they” lay before you” a train of 


% 445 1 , 1 pe þ 4 ye 1 5 * Le r 12 * ; . . 5 . 5 bg 


quiring a great deal of explanation, and which, on the part 7 
the Vriſoner, they have attempted to give: you have heard . 7 


49.1 


. 


te -corteſpcadiog with them, I- mean theſe two. the Lane 
donſtitutional Society, and the London Conefßan _— 


ſactions have been laid 


liſten to tbem twice, and. to hear comments upoh them more 


than twice. Gentlemen, a few, and but a few obſervations 


more, for they ſhall not be many, by way of preliminary, 


E ſhall hear from me; and here I ſhall ſay, as I ſaid to a 


ormer Jury, that in looking on theſe proceedifigs and tranſac- 
tions, for the purpoſe of diſcovering the object of the Authors, 
you ought not to proceed on nice and critical ohſervations, on 
5 expreſſions. Men expreſs themſelyves more or leſs 


| clearly and. accurately, according. to the knowledge they have - 
of language and the temper in which they 5 fit down to 
8 write; an it would be dangerous to examine 


very critically, and draw. concluſions to their prejudice, but 
you will read their tranſactions with a diſpoſition to underſtand 


them as favourably as 


9 


Gentlemen, they ſay, on the part of the Proſecution, it will 


in London, and in 22 towns in the Country, to pre- 
pare the minds of the | f 


Paine, and afterwards the works of Joel Barlow); and that, 


tlemen, I ſhall not obſerve any thing to you on the contents of 
this Paper: they were too apparent and too obvious to eſcape 


your obſervation, and muſt have made on your minds too deep 
an impreſſion to be now forgotten by you. They go on in the 

Proſecution, to ſay, that in due time theſe Societies in London, 
in particular, invite the other Societies in the Country to join 
them, in appointing a mode of carrying on an iritercourſe with 


France — a meaſure certainly of an hazardous nature, and re 


1 5 Society. 


People for a Revolution, and for the 
introduction of a republican form of Government, by the Re- 
preſentation of the People in a Convention, upon the plan of 
the Convention in France. They ſay, theſe Societies have been 
circulating, with great induſtry, firſt the works of Thomas 


* 


you can, and exerciſe your judgment g 
. them freely and impartiallj 777. „FCC 


in polnt of fact, ſuch induſtty has produced great miſchief, h 
which is, I think, eſtabliſhed by the evidence too clearly t“ 
de doubted: of the truth of this, I think, the letter from 
Wales was ſodirect a proof, that it carried with it'a degree 
of conviction, which was almoſt impoſſible to reſiſt, Gen- 


confiderable length, You have, ünfoftunately, been obliged to 


uch language 


appear from theſe tranſactions, in the years 1792 and 10 
various acts were done, and meaſures taken, by theſe Societies 


9 
WR, 


how ſatisfactory it was; every man ' alive, I think; muſt bæ 


conviveed of the hazard of Wal. proceedings —The fut was _ 
e ee, eb onion 
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ag Adel ts übe Society; called the Jacobins in os while 
_ waga King ypon the throne in that Country : Now, far 
— whatigood purpoſe this could be intendedpT am. unable to gif- 
cover and; I think, it would puazle any human being to ex- 
They afterwards pr ee an Addreſs to the National 
goon of ak 6.59 6 entlemen, 1 you have heard theſe Ad- 
9 judge whether they are right on the. part of 
e The Tay, they have iu truth princi ally their 
alpect towards this Country. Tou will remember the account 
gen Aae. the letter fram the 1 ort Society to the Correſ- 
9 Sack London, after the Addrefs of the London 
onding e publiſhed: by this Addreſs the So- 
7 at Stackpo that ſome effect was to be pro- 
; but — them to guels what that effe& was to be = | 
7 "Gentlemen, marks pretty ſtrongiy in evidence, that the 


25 Rad a dangerous aſpeR ; and it is a very remark- 


ante, that the firſt time this Society had formed 
an idea of the Convention, the Society at Stockport ſhould 
ey by their letter, that they appredended it to be a Conven- 
tion zg be holden in the room of the Legiſlature of the Coun- 
my hie was certainly felt; for 287 ſtated a difficulty of 
_=—_ it. on, while there was a Houſe of Lords. They . 
a Convention do all this ? To be ſure they could 13 all 
WOT if they went on the plan of the Convention in 
but it could not help them out of their difficulty, 
e Houſe of Lords was to remain.—Gentlemen, on the 
* og the Proſecution, they have given you an account of 
„of the language hel uſed at the Bar of the National 
Convention of France, and the language which the Preſident 


_ of the Convention uſed in return; from which they ſay it is 


manifeſt the Addreſs-was conſidered as an Addreſs of Repub- 
Beans, and that it had the aſpect of à work intended to pre- 
pare the way to a Revolution in this country, and that a hope 
is expteſſed, that the time is not far off, when they 

have to felicitate a National Convention in England ; and they 
. alſo, that the meaning is too intelligible for à doubt to re- 

main upon it; for they ſay, that the ſubſequent approbation of 

the 888 of Froſt, and of his language, by the Conſtitu- 
tional Society, in the manner that approbation was iven, im- 
pPlicates the Whole Society with Froſt, Tor: publiſ ing this 


: Addreſs.” £3" 


N. I 1 to you, as I ba BR g. e. | 
| Home 'Fooke ſtated in his evidence, that the Addreſs of the 
London Correſponding Society, and preſented on their behalf 
tu the National Convention of France, was drawn up. by Mr. 
Joel Barlow 3 Ahete 1 is no accurate account of the 1 "R 


* » 
- s > x - * 8 


| but, however, he appears to be an honorary member of -this 
Society, and certainly a man who has given unequivocal proof 
of his devotion to the cauſe of Republicaniſm 4 his book on 


' the Privileged Orders, and his Addrels to the Convention of _} 
France, are too plain to admit of any doubt upon that point; 


or to admit, poſſibly, of any explanation to the contrary, 
It is a fngular eircumſt ande, that this Society ſhould have 
choſen fych a man to prepare an Addreſs for them; that a 


| Republican ſhould be employed to prepare an Addreſs for En- 
gliſh ſublects, and that they ſhould adopt it as their Addreſs, 


Gentlemen, in point of fact, the French principles which go- 


verned the Revolution, and which proceeded to the length of * 


bringing their King to the ſcaffold, were alſo adopted in the Lon- 


don CorreſpondingSoeiety in the courſe of the year 1793, which 
pears from the entries in their books, for you find they make 


Roland, Barrere and St. Andre, honorary members, and this 

in the moment when one of them had juſt been ſpeaking in 
he Convention of France on the trial of the King, and in 
which he had argacd againſt the inviolability of the King. 
The other taking pains to ſhew that the right of calling a, 
National Convention was inherent. in every country in the 


Derr 


* 


F 
* 


world, and that fuch a Convention was capable of ſuperced- | 


nung all forms of Government. Theſe ſpecches are taken from 
the Moniteur, and are entęred in the Society; they are never. 


publiſhed, it is true, yet all the miſchief of publiſhing them 


is done by the ſteps taken by the Society, for by taking this 
notice of them, they excited the. public curiofity, and the 
miſchief is done by publiſhing their approbation of theſe ſenti- 
ments to the world; the miſchief ariſcs from that ſort of pub. - 


lication more than if the papers themſelves. had been ever ſo 
generally diſperſed, for now the publicknow, if they have the 


curioſity to turn to the books and proceedings of theſe do- 


cieties, where they may find a doQrine that there is no-invio- 


lability in the King. Whether the interpretation given to ſuch _— 
proceedings by the proſecutors be right, is for your conides 


ration. 


be the ſubject of the tranſactions of this Society, and from 
this time they mention it ocraſionally and lighily; and here 


Gentlemen, After this a Convention in England began ta 


the Correſponding” Society (circulate: all over the country, cs 


propriety of aiſcuſing three queſtions ; Firſt, whether they 


ſhould pethion the Houſe of Commons; next, Whether they 


— 


have a Convention, for the purpoſe, they ſaid, of, obtaining a | 
Parliamentary Reſorm.— Nothing in all ibis marks out the pre- 7 


ſhould petition” the King, and thirdly, whether® they Mould ” A 
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eee hies of che Convention, if called, and by poſfhility the 
dect might be a Reform in Parliament.— By poſſibility alſo 
they might mean a great deal more What they did mean is 
not to be collected from their expreſſions, which are ambi- 
=—  guous, but from the general tenor of their tranſactions, in- 
- cluding the period of time I have been ſpeaking of. Gentle- 
med, a letter from Skirving to Hardy, in May, 1793, was 
ted to you; 2 very extraordinary letter it is. I am not 
F - ſure that the word Convention is in it; but whether it is or 
not, a Convention had at that time been gathering in Scotland 


, 


tio or three times, and then the Engliſh Delegates came 

= down, and Skirving had made an allufion to this meeting. 

on 8 Now they fay for the proſecution, they were in this Con- 

vention, not only diligent in imitating the model of the Con- 

| _ ventuon' of France, but that they had alſo the ſame views, 
and that they meant to take place of the Government, and 
that it was profeſſedly a plan in which ſome body was to take 
Pp and aſſume that Government; for they delineate it with an 

= C<xaCtnels as will be found to correſpond with what afterwards 

| Vas done, in a way that will juſtify the proſecution in ſaying, 

if. was either actually beginning to bring about, or preparatory 

- to bring about, a total revolution in this country. That leiter 

* of Skirving conveyed” information, that however the plan 

might originate, the Actual effective meeting of the Delegat 

| in Scotland did not take place until the 19th of November. 
I appears, that at the latter end of October, about the 24th 
or 25th, Delegates. were choſen by the London e, e 

Society, and by the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and 
here, gentlemen, the priſoner is intzoduced to us, for it is 
Bere he is firſt directly fimplicated in the Society; at this 
dime he becomes a Delegate for one of the Diviſions of the 
Correſponding Society, and he attended that meeting at 

Hackney- road, when the Delegates for the Convention were 

choſen, and therefore he was there aQive, and although he 

= . only appears on that day, yet it was not the firſt time he had 

taken part in theſe Societies, for he appeats to be one of thoſe 

Who let on foot the Society at Southwark, in the month of 

April, 1592, Ithink it was, and the language of the decla- 
ration they tben printed, does ſeem togme to go a great way 
towards eſtabliſhing what the proſecutors charge on this head 

of the cafe. The priſoner appears at this time to be perfely 

_appriſed of the nature of Paine's book in particular, for, un- 

| 3 _ doubtedly, although Mr. Taylor, of Norwich, gawe evidence 
- + thatthe priſoner had in view a plan of Univerſal Suffrage and 

$8 4 Annual Aion, yet the language of the declaration of this 

Bociety, is the language of Paine's book, „ Equal, active 
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in December, 1792, they met. Their meetings were hac 


L 


Citizenſhip - _ 


Citizenſhip and Repreſentative Government,” containing a 
plain alluſion to the contents of that book; this, therefore, . 
appears to me to be marking the meaning of it pretty ſtrongly. 
I do not mean to ſaꝝ he meant more than Annual Election and 
Univerſal Suffrage, but it ſhews, at leaſt, that the thought is 
clothed in words from Paine's book. The priſoner appears 
afterwards in the London Correfponding Society, and it is plan 
he had before this: been 4 perſon not unacquainted with this 
Society and their plans; and there ſeems to be ſufficient evi- 
dence to implicate him in the conſequence of its proceedings, 
He was not active in promoting the Addreſs to the Convention, 
— does it appear that he had any thing to do with Skirying s 
U—.. ß] ] )), TORI RES 
| Gentlemen, you have heard the praceedings of the Scotch © 
Cofivention from their commencement, until they were pat R 
end to by authority. On the part of the proſecutjon, they in- 
fiſt that from the ſtrain of that meeting, from the delay 9 = 
proceedings, from "the aſſumption of power they manifeſted, _ 
and from the functions they affected to exerciſe, and from ue 
appearance they made altogether. as a body, in the courſe f 
the 14 days they ſat, it is ſufficient evidence to fatisfy you, 
that the whole of that Convention was a plan to ſupercede 7 
the Parliament, and that it was merely initial of what was to 
be done, that they intended to divide into Sections ſeveral 80. 
eieties, and to do different things to enable them at laſt to take 
upon themſelves the Government of the country; for this 
purpoſe they uſed all the terms of the Natienal Convention 
of France: aud they ſay too, that ſuppoſing the People of 
Scotland had given public demonſtration of any defign to ſup- 
port them, and that more people would cbme in, and which 
they were always preſſing every body to do, that all theſe 
things taken together, what theſe perſons did, muſt appear to 
be to prepare the way to oyerturn the Government z—whether 
they conclude juſtly vr not, is your province to determine. I 
muſt however ſay, it appears to me that introducing:to all the 
ſubjects of this country, principles hoſtile to its Conſtitution, 
has a very alarming aſpect as to the practical reſult of theſe 
principles; that it had this appearance when theſe proſecu- 
tions were inſtituted, can hardly be denied ; I confeſs it ſtrikes 
me now, and I have always thought it the ſtrongeſt part of 
the proſecution ; however, gentlemen, you are to judge of 
Gentlemen, they ſay on the part of the proſecution that the - 
Reform of Parliament which has been alleged in the defence 
of all who have hitherto come before us under this proſecu- 
tion, is a mere colour to the caſe, and that although ml s - 
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5 Kees Parliament, 
def Univerlal aaa Ange eee, and when: that 
© comes-.to be {abject of E put it Ve and talk of 


2 ofithe Convention of France, it muſt. have become a lubjt 


= Ke object is a Reform in the Houſe of Cammo 


country, unleſs you intend to overturn it 7 und laſtly, W 
make uſe of this machine, the Scotch Convention; unleſs. +4 


Foy 


the Rights af Mau; and when the, queſtion, js brought for- 


Ward, whether Parliament is to be petitioged, they. negative 
« the queſtion; by calling for the Order of the Hay. 


Gentlemen, ns doubt when che public fass og „ 


| have ch ere of the Government: ſaw, a ,meeting of this op 
ture, an Aﬀembly wich ſo much form aud organization taking 
upon elf ſo much form and ceremony When they = 
them. deſerihe their proceedings, dating them on the. "och 
„ day of the firſt year-of che Britiſh, Convention, and: wg 
And cloſiog cach day, in farmo and with the ſolemnity af. 2 


pr yer, and in their acts imitating in ærexy part the e 
of ſerious attention, andi it certainiy did call for the particular 
attention af Government. They muſt aſk, Why all theſe, at- 


discs upon the Monarchy, and againſt the Hauſe of Lards—- 


Whiy ſpeak againſt the.two other branches of the Legiſlature ? 


yy 


irritate the public mind againſt. the whole Government of 


mean to make uſe of it in a way which you do not profeſs; 


for it is better adapted to the manners of another country than 
to ours? And when it was ſeen that they did not „ at all 


to promote the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, certainly the 
appearance was a very alarming one; the conſequence was, 


chat the authority of Government interpoſęd, aud the Con- 
vention was diſperſed. As ſoon as this was diſperſed, another 


Convention was meditated i in England, and in that deſign the 


priſonet at the bar is implicated; and now the Correſponding | 


Zosiety begin to aſſume a higher tone, and to uſe more violent 


- Janguage than they had been uſed to aſſume, ig prepare the 
way for this Convention. As they ſay for the proſecution, 


great pains were taken upon this occaſion, and in this the pri- 


-ſoner is implicated. His own letter | of . them to be the 
© © mover of theſe proceedings, and he is employed in the Com- 
- mittee. | Great pains were taken about this time to ſow ſedi- | 
' tivus ſeeds among the people; and they ſay on the part. of the 


ofecution, certainly not without colour, to commit overt- 


das of High Treafon, that of compalling the death of. the 


King $ and it is an extraordinary * that juſt at this 
13 ; time 
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| time, came ont an extraordinary paper indeed, the title of 
Which way, The Mand Our. 7 T7526 on 7 omen 


. .. © Gentlemen, after this,/ comes" before you the Lanibeth 
_. . Aﬀociation, none oF-whom” certainly were inhabitants of 


Lambeth; they exerciſe with circumſtances of privacy, which 

_ certainly always leads 0 filfpicion and alarm, becauſe” they 
who arg exercifing their arms in a lawful way, have a pride 
in appearing in a different way; now all this put together, 


42 


What "can it mean? What could à Convention do under 


ſuch au 8 ?: Jo petition Parliament is certainly a* right 

meaſure for any Reform that may be neceſſary,” provided the 
petition is preſented in an orderly manner; or even the na- 
tion at large may ſtate its wiſhes to the legiſlature, and may, 


and fairly will, influence the opinion of the legiſlature; to 


propoſe it themſelves, the nation at large certainly may, and 
perhaps it ought to be ſo propoſed, when any ſuch thing is 


+ 


requires it. There is nothing in that which makes it a crime 


 Gmply of itſelf; but if ſuch meaſure is adopted great care 
-- . ought to be taken to do it in ſuch a manner, as not to break 


in upon the public peace of the country; and with this er- 
planation, I would aſk,” What was the object of this Conven- 


tion? Gentlemen, when perſons engaged in ſuch a project 


for a Convention under ſuch circumftances, pretend, aud even 


bring witnefſes to ſwear there was no other object than to | 
promote a Parliamentary Reform, perhaps it would not be 
unfair to aſk them, Do you mean to gather grapes from 


_ thorns and figs from thiſtles ? Is ſuch a convention adapted 
to the end, they ſay, they had in view? Will they conduct 


themſelves as men who had that end? Will they not miſlead. 
the honeſt part of mankind, who have not the capacity to ſee. 
the meaning of. their leaders? I have looked very anxiouſly to 
ſee whether the meaning of theſe perſons was a Reform in Far- 


liament; cannot ſay 1 have found that meaning; it does 


appear to me that the want of ſinding that meaning formg 


the principal ground of the proſecution to be made out to 


your ſatisfaction, and that it was not the deſign of this Con- 
vention to produce a Parliamentary Reform, but a Reyolu- - 


tion. This certainly, called for an anſwer on the part of 
the gentleman at tlie bar, as well from the charge gene- 
rally, as from the nature of the particular evidence, 
as 10. the, proceedings of the Soblety, and io him per- 


| ſonally, I walt fay that the mode of defending the 
V hole cafe on the part of the lrarued gentleman, who: took 


the lead in the defence, was in much too high a tone, when 


it was ſaid tke charge does not deferve an anſwer. I do not | 


mean to fay any thiog AgAinit the learned gentlewan's abilities, 


lie knows my opinion of him too well to izppote 1 have any 
\ 5 e e 


e Yo Huck 


FR oh 


en to be the general wiſh, and the intereſt of the nation 
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| fuck intention ; for chat very ingenious; gentleman I bave 
great teſpect. He ſpoke x $44 Fn rage tone of in- 
_ dipnation'y; there was in that, perhaps, a judicious manage- 
ment, for that might be a good cover and ſhield to the anſwer 
| ing very boldly upon it z and 1 do not mean to arraign it. 
What is the anſwer chey give? They ſay they may bave 
ated imprudently, 'raſhly, and, ee ee hut that 
_ is not a proof that they intended to overturn gavernment, 
and that is true, ſor that is poſſible enough. They Tay no 
more was meant than a Reform in Parliament, and whether 
dr not they acted incautiouſſy, and whether they aQed in a 
manner that might have the effect of overturning govern- 
meg, yet no man can be found guilty upon this indictment, 
© phlefsitcatt be proved he acted with chat intent, That is alſo 
true, and perhaps the laft way of conſidering the caſe will be 
the molt uſeſul to the gentleman at the bar, for it is clear that 
more might have been done by this Convention than obtain 
- Kg a Reform in Parliament; but 'uvleſs it appears that the 
prifoner intended to overturn government, this indictment is 
not preved this mult be proved or nothing is done. 
As to the witneſſes, whoſe evidence makes for the priſoner, 
three of the witneſſes called for the 5 Da- 
viſon, and Gurney, have diſtinctly ſworn that the only object 
of the Societies was a Reform in Parliament. From this 
evidence we may Jy OE, that ſuch was really the origi- 
nal object of a number of well-meaning men embarked in 
© theſe ſocieties; whatever might be the rHotives and views of 


* N * . " 
* 


dtbers. Uriverſal Suffrage and Angnal Parliaments preſent 


indeed a ſpecious and captivating object; unfortunately, how- 
Ever, we have to lament the effect which ſuch an idea has had 
in unfetiling the minds of men, and alienating their affec- 
tions from the eftabliffied goverament of the country. Of 

| this effect we have had more than one proof afforded us in 
the preſent cauſe; I could not, I mult confeſs, help being 
very much ſtruck with what dropped from one of the wit- 
nefles, Edwards, a member of the Correſponding Society. 
He ſaid, that he had armed himſelf with a pike, becauſe if 
the Heſſians had marched into the country without conſent 
'of Parliament, he conceived that be was entitled to reſiſt their 


- Dpogreſs; and this he faid with all the confidence of bring 


= Fight in his poſition. It appeared to me extraordinary at the 
|. _$ime,. that a young man's mind ſhould be fo influenced by the 
a” 3 which be had imbibed in theſe Societies, as to have 


doptedfuch a notion. Nor was this all. Mr. Parkinſon, 
, Tober, pfofeſſional man, ſtated, that he conceived 


the 


* 


a 


\ 


£54971 


_ fiderable ſtanding, a man ſuppoſod to he intimately acquainted 
with the Conſtitution of the country, and tn ws. the ſab» 
ject en WOK, 4 
his approbation of theſe procesdings in nearly the ſame terms, 
It is almoſt nuaccountable from what perverſion of mind 


men can be led to adapt ſuch ideas. Good God] what muſt 
be the ſituation of the country, when ſueh ſentiments are not 


only entertained, but avowed in a Court af Juſtice! What 
can we infer from a cireumſtance which appears on this tri 


of the Foreman of 4 Juty fitting down with ſome other per- 


ons on a Faſt Day, to turn into ridicule the authority of the 
eſtabliſhed legiſlature of the country] Such a circumſtance 
affords indeed a ſubject of melancholy confderntian. There 


js no doubt that men influenecd by this enthuſiafm may be 


fue their object of Reform at the hazard of their lives... But 


if the great number of men of rank, of property, and of 


the foundeſt judgment think this plan of Refarm ruinous to 
the country, and that if adopted, it wouid tend to deſtroy it, 
are the perſons actuated by this enthuſtaſm.to go on to dif- 
turb the peace of the community at the liazard of their 157 
Among what order of men were theſe notions diſſeminated 

among the promiſcuous multitude aſſembled at Chalk Farm, 
and thi ten thouſand, who, we vere told, were on a ſimilar 
occaſion collected at Sheffield. e poſſible that ſome of the 
witneſſes may have given a very honeſt evidence, as to what 
they believed to be the object of thefe ſqcieties. But at the 


ſame time, it is by no means improbable, that they may have 


all the while been only the mere inſſruments of determined 
Republicans, cloaking their real purpoſe under a plauſible pre- 
text, and leading an ſtep. by ſtep; not knowing either what 


they were doing or where they were going. One inſtance of 


this may be produced from what has appeared in evidgnce 


» 


ſome objects then to be diſcuſſed, it would be proper to ap- 


int a Committee of Segrecy for the purpoſe of taking them 


into conſideration.” Thus eyery thing previouſly cancerted 
in the Committee, was at once brought forward in the So- 
ciety, and immediately voted, without the great number of 
the members having any opportunity to form their own judg- 
ment upon the ſubject, or confer the nature and extent of 
the propoſition tg which their aſſent was required. In con- 
ſequence of this mode of proceeding, the evidence of indi- 


M 2 4 a viduals 


teftion of his life and properiiyp conveyed 


ainſt the priſoner is, that he, 2s dęlegate, reported at ons 
of the meetings, that from the very great importance of 


the proveedingh-2t- the Glabe 'Tavery.to-have been. parſe@tly © 
legal and peaceable. Mr. Stewart Kydd, a, barriſter.-of — Bs 


i. 


— A. A 0 e 


_ 58 
4 9 « 
5 3 
of 

. 


— 


influence Parliament by their numbers, it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that they hoped that of the numbers ho came to that Conven- 
tion, all would have been equally diſpoſed to give up the idea of 
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ful, if it happened merely byaecident, and if otherwiſe, it | 


Stockport, and other papers, in which, pointedly called 


on to declare hat were their ſentiments of the Monarchy and 
Ariſtocracy, they choſe in their anſwers to: obſerve the moſt 


perfect ſilence on theſe: topics. Theſe remarks do not cer - 
tainly apply to ſome of the witneſſes, who from the circum- 
_Kances in which they were placed, and the active ſhare which 
they took in the proceedings, muſt have known theſe Societies 
tc the bottom, and have been fully appriſed what were the real 


nature and extent of their views: What weight and credit is 
due to the evidence of theſe witneſſes, in the ſituation in which 


the ſtand, is fon you, Gentlemen, to determine. 


I be proſecution contend that all idea of any application to 


Parliament had been renounced by theſe Societies. I do not 
ind from the eyidence that appears on this trial, that ſuch abſo- 


lutely was the caſe; indeed all the evidence to eftabliſh this 


point, which was brought forward on the former trials, has not, 


In dhe preſent inſtance, been produced. The propoſition of 


applying to Parliament was certainly not made on occaſions, in 


which ſt might have been expected, as at the Meetings of the 
Scotch Convention; but at the ſame time this is not ſufficient 


to lead 30 the concluſion, that ſuch an idea had been entirely 


abandoned; for if their object in calling a Convention, was to 


applying to Parliament. God forbid, that all thoſe, who were 


Ke. 15 ed in thoſe Societies, ſhould have been agreed in this point ! 
1 ite 


kill cling faſt to the expectation, that whatever might be the 
views of the leaders, the greater number were deſirous only of 


2 Reform, to be purſued by legal means. It is only from this 


principle that we can account for the ſtrange mixture of yiolence 
and maderation, which appears in fome of their papers. Thus 


in the circular letter of Hardy, after every topiq has been urged, 


that cah tend to. inflame and irritate the- minds of the People, 


the concluſion ſtates only the peaceable ohject to be in view, of 
holding a Convention for the purpoſe. of Reform. Such were 


the means which they employed to gain all ſorts of perſons; and 
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Criminal-Jaſtice of the Country. On the part of the Priſoner 
ſeveral witneſſes have been brought forward. Mr. Horne Fooke 


ſays, that he approved about a third of Paine's work ?-thathe 


had marked thoſe paſſages which he did not approve. But why 
did he not publiſn the work with the pages thus marked; he 
might then have done ſame good. Why did he ſend it forth - 
to the world without taking any precaution to guard againſt the 
miſehievous impreſſion which might be made by that part of the 
contents which he himſelf ſtated that he did not approve? Why 
did he leave it to be read by perſons of all conditions and tem- 
pers, who might be incapable of diſcriminating for themſelves? 
It was evident that the reaſon aſſigned by this witneſs, for the 
approbation which the Society had given to the works of Paine, 
was by no means ſatisfactory. The ſame witneſs had aſſigned 
alſo as a reaſon for approving of the Addreſs ſent to the French 
Convention, that he had perſonal reaſon to think ill of that Go- 
vernment. But was this a fufficient ground why he ſhoyld take a 
public meaſyre that might affect the Government of the country, 
and draw the attention of the People of Great Britain to the 
French Revolution as an object of tmitation ? This reaſon af- 
ſigned for ſuch a meaſure was as little ſatisfactory as the former. 
That Joel Barlow, a man of his known principles, was the Au- 
thor of this Addreſs from the Engliſh Society to the French Con- 
vention, is a circumſtance that only loads the tranſaction, and 
renders it ſtill more incapable of explanation. But there is 


other evidence for the Priſoner which has more weight? Horne 


Tooke, Kydd, and Parkinſon, have all borne witneſs to his 
peaceable diſpoſition, and the moderation of bis public ſenti- 
ments; after the ſpecimens which ſome of theſe Gentlemen 
have given of their own temper, and of what they conceived to 
be legal and peaceable proceedings, you will judge what weight 


their teſtimony on this head ought to have with reſpect to the 


priſoner. On the evidence they gave with reſpect to the amj- 
ableneſs of his deportment in private life, there is nothing to be 
remarked, Three other reſpectable witneſſes, not at all impli- 
cated with politics line, Clark, and Wilſon—have Oven the 
Eo „ F 8 hs riſoner 


— 


* his eonduſh 10 all *. 
ndeed; hen we conſider the very good cha- 


bran oo Gentlemen r him, we cannot read, 
character 


without aſtemiſhment, the very which, with that 
n to him, e * 
to gie to himſelf, Indeed with all the pec ens he 
with which the Priſoner has been deſcribed, . or. which ich al. 
Jowance is to be made; there is {till a great deal in his condudt 
for himfelf to ex explain,” if not to bluſh 2 Conſidering him as 
2 hadthe advantage of education; as à man of letters, aſſo- 
b with the company of Gentlemen, and above all, a8 a 
Bie ſubject; conſiderin bim, hs in alt _ 4 nar. 
view, and with all theſe 552 | 
mould have fo ated, 7 Jad have Hen into fuch cxpre ion 
have deen proved againſt him, is indeed ſo extraordinary 
le as cannot polibly- be explained. But the fir rong arr of the 
2 's caſe arifes from the acquittals that haye already taken 
7 of {ix perſons charged in the ſame TodiQument; Hardy, 
coke, Holcr oft, Jo CC, Kydd, and The acquit- - 
__ of theſe Aleady o not indeed ndeed embarraſs the caſe in point of 
law; 5 for un the Priſoner * have conſpired ſingly, 
5 or in conjunction, 2 charged in the Indictment, with oor 
Perſons unhndwun. But the way in which theſe acquittals ope- 
rate with reſpect to the caſe, is this: In conſequence of the 
charg of conſpiring having fajled to be gſtabliſhed againſt theſe 
perſons; x great gap is made in the evidence, He muſt have 
conſpired 3.4 ſomebody ; the perſons charged in the Indi 
ment, were thoſe-who compoſed the Coms aas of Co-operati- 
on ; the conſpiracy not having been proved againſt them, the 
Priſoner'muſt therefore be fixed by ſome evidence more dire&tly 
applicable to himſelf. The acts committed, as A Member of 
that Committee, cannot now be imputed to him as crimes.— 
"You meyy indeed, ſuppoſe the Delegates from the one Society 
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1 5 — — nt of the Conſpiracy, and. that the whole reſts 


og Society; Kin, however, it muſt be 

confeſſed, that ui e conſiderable difficulty upon this 
ſtatement. Tf you get over this difficulty, you may find what, 
perhaps, is the true — of the caſe, that the Conſpiracy reſts 
with the Priſoner, who gives ſome evidence to this purpoſe, in 
the letter in which he peaks of his own activity, as a leader of 


5 Society, and Riles it the only true Sang · culottes Societ) * 


That Seciety, indeed, gives a more unfavourable imprel 


than any of the others, both as to the nature of its views, and 


its capacity in doing miſchief. Ini its very firſt ſormution, it ſot 
out wich a definition of the terms Democrat and Ariſtocrat, in 


which * the 1885 thorough contempt for the latter 
. 
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character. How far this goes to fix the particular char: 6 
againſt the priſoner is for you now to conſider. The whole* 

the queſtion which you have now to determine, is reduced 
to this Whether the object of the propoſed. Convention was, 
as charged in the indi&ment, à conſpiracy. to depoſe the King, 
and ſubvert the Conſtitution 1 the priſoner took 
ſuch a part in concerting the plan of this Convention, as to 
_ fix upon him the guilt of participating in this object? In 
which. caſe there are a for you to find your Verdict 
Guilty: or, Whether there was no ſuch conſpiracy as is charg- 
I or the priſoner not a party in that conſpiracy ? or, "lafll, 


hether there are ſuch ſerious doubts in the way of the evi- 


dence, as you are not able to, get over them?—And ia cither 
of theſe caſes, you will find your Verdigt—Not Guilty, Gen- 
tlemen, you will now retire to conlider of your Verdict, 


In the abſence of the Jury, the Lord Chief Juftice ſpoke - 
nearly to the following purport: '<' The Jury being with- 
drawn, I will now ftate, that, at the laſt trial which took 
place in this Court, the decorum and 'dignity of a Court 
of ' Juſtice were much inſulted by the improper conduct of 
the audience in breaking out into a loud ſhout of applauſe. 
at the delivery of the verdict. I am forry that it happened, 
and fil more fo to ſay, that I think I ſaw a barrifter upon 
that occaſion ſhouting and clapping his hands. I hope hae 
no ſuch inſult will ever be again eren to a Court of Juſ- 
tice, for nothing can be more indecorous, than to expreſs by 
ſhouts, or otherwiſe, ſatisfaction or diſſatisfaction at the ver- 
dict of a Jury. I therefore give this caution, that if any 
perſon in this Court ſhall fo miſconduct himſelf on the 
. occaſion, if he be marked and difcovered, he will 
e immediately ſent to Newgate.” Ye OT ee 


The Jury, after being withdrawn about one hour and fifty _ 
minutes, returned to their box, and the Foreman pronounced . 
e or GUILTY. 


An involuntary, and in juſtice to the audience we muſt * | 
partial, ſhout wi applauſe immediately took plage, but was af. 
moſt as immediately checked by a ſenſe of pr priety and re- 
ipect to the authority of the bench from 4 they had fo 
lately received a cauuon. This effuſion of applauſe! was to | 
inſtantanebous and electric that it could neither be traced fiom © 
what quarter it originated, nor difcovered by what indiy iduzls 
it was beſtowed. It ſerved, however, as a ſignal to the multi- 
tude without, by whom it was caught in 2 ment, and re- 
Peated with tuch force, as for ſome nunuigs to prevent the 
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| : is ud riſen es es the ; Court, from beng obe 
re rele” the Court t the . 
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deo uke "bimlelf heard. © 


Mr. N ten 


ME « My . of che lu OO 
5 fob thing could increaſe the affection I bear my coun- 


2 8 = if fy thing could add to the reverence I have and al- 


had for its laws, it is the circumſtance of my being now 
bi aber If a plain, ſimple, unconnected man, without a 
or connexions, without comfort, and almoſt without 


i bs hoped after having laboured for 12 months, under the :calumny 


writers, under the irritation of mind which the viru- 


_ nee of ry naturally produced in 4 temper naturall 


warm. If, ſeven months impriſonment, where I could 


ſtee no friends, and my friends did not dare to vindicate me, 


leſt their fate ſhould be as diſmal as my own. If, under 
all theſe accumulated; hardſhips, ſuch a man ſhould now ſoli- 
cit permiſſion to declare his ſentiments, this Ct, he truſts, 
will be pleaſed to grant him that favour. Twelve Gentle- 


men, on the evidence they have Ark and the oath they have 


en to examine, have at 15 th publiſhed to the world, that 


am an innocent man, and, eing ſo, I am protected, help- 
leſs as I am, which tells me plainly that there is in this coun- 


Z | A . E. law, and juſtice, in the adminiſtration of which the wx 
e 


very. good man delights. 

There is a part of the charge l me Sh re 
quires me to explain. I ſhall call on poſterity, whoſe good 
opinion I hope to obtain, to declare of me, as now FS 
for myſelf; ſolemnly, in this Court, and before God, that 1 
never was actuated with the moſt diſtant wiſh to overturn 
the Government, the Law, or the Religion of my Country 
hat no part of my political conduct — intended for an 
purpoſe but that of the happineſs of mankind—thar all I 2 
ed at was a mehoration of the condition of my fellow- be- 
ings that the mode by which 1 hoped to obtain it was peace- 
able—that I intended to uſe no force but the force of rea- 
ſon—that no man in this Court, in this Country, nor in the 
_ Vaiverſe, more heartily abhors all violence than I do. A 
"= part of that active life which I have ſo pompouſly, 

ooliſhly, and ridiculouſly dwelt upon, in a letter which has 
been read in evidence againſt me, L have ſpent in mY 


all ſyſtems whatever. "That letter never ſent to an 


never it after it was written; if I had happened x lay 
hold of it, I ſhould have made the-beſt uſe I Our of ſuch non- 
ſenſe and bombatt, of which I am aſhamed—I ſhould have 
_ it. * bombaſt which * have eſcaped ma, 
/ Ss were 
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to take away the life of an human being. WW 8 

to San I. can only ſay, as one of, 17 witneſſes ore, that 

my only artillery, uns: and pikes I have 
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baliove there will be 4 time when they. Will. be driven out 
of ſociety, and hated for having, ſo often made tlie faithful wife 


a mou al widow, and the helpleſs orphan an outcaſt, © To en- 
ter into the particulars of my caſe would ngf become ine Here; 
but T ſhall take an opportunity of making i known to the pub 


lic.“ 9 21 2 W 
Chief Baran of the Exchequer.—« I muſt remind- ou, as 
my Lord Chief Juſtice reminded Mr. Holcroft, that it is no 
part of the duty of the Court to hear your declaration of inte 
tion. A little warmth of temper we muſt overlook. I feel great 
vor. in hearing you diſayoy all violence, Mt; *Fh#twalk” - 
Mr. Thelwall-— My Lord and Gentlemen, I beg' leave to 
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| return you my, molt ſi 8 Thanks.“ 

Chief Baron he Jury have paid very great attention 
10 ut cauſe, and they deſerve your thanks for it, and their 
verdict is an honourable circumſtance to, your character. Per- 
"haps there never has been an inſtance i in which a Jury has been 


great ſatisfaction to you, to reflect on, the attention the) — 

| Ketowed an. 2 Jour caſe., I hope i it will have'a good effe 

vou, and that you will not purſue with raſfineſs, even an object 
that appears t to you to be good, and if ever you again enter into 

any plan with others, you will judge of it tem tely and deli 
: berately, and I hope the appeal you haye made will not by ade 
in vain, You are now, Sir, diſcharged.” 


© BE Court OY to Monday next. : 4 . N 
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After the ea of M. Tbelwal, Mr. Erfkive pee” Mr. 


; Gibbs, the Counſel for the Priſoner, were drayn from the 
Court to Serjeant's Inn by an immenſe multitude and amidſt 


the moſt lively acclamations. 


- Mr. Erſkine addreſſed the Froud from his window to aur 


the following effect: 
Gentlemen, 

Iwill ſay a ah few words to ; you upon hs any OCCca- 
bon, wo me ſhall be but few, tor no wu are eee to 
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WY entertained by myſelf oF my ex- 
Mr. Gibbs, for the repeated. proofs we have lately 
your approbation of our conduct. We have only 

_ in the arduous faſk to which we hive been called, 
glorious event in which 5 u expreſs ſo much ſatisfaction, 
the acoittal of Mr. T helwall, is to be aſeribed ſolely to the 
| portion; of the law of En and, which T truſt, will at all times 
be extended to ever individual i in the ſame circumſtances. * 
call Meral of you 8 were here laſt night in the abſence of my 
_ excellent. RE Mr. Gibbs, to witneſs that I refuſed to give 
vou the ſmalleſt intichation of that verchct which 1 hoped for, 
Tepeatedly required, I would not even take 
upon me to ſay at what time it might be expected to be given, 
with reſ⸗ 
r. Thel- 
; —- by the manner in which he has gonqucted himſelf, has 
ſhewn himſelf to be worthy of the verdict which has been given. 
Hie has. not merely gloried i in his innocence,” but while he, in a 
+ manly manner, diſcaaimed the charge brought againſt him, has 
ſpoken with reverence, love, and humilityof the laws-by'which 
he has been acquitted, and deported himſelf in a manner, which, 
in my opinion, will do him immortal honour. It becomes you, 
alſo, like him, to ſhew reſpect for the laws, on the preſent 06- 
caſion. Thus, While you defeat the machinations of turbulence, 
vou will remove all pretext for any miſrepreſentation of the ap- 
- probation which Yau have now given to the triumph of the Juſ- 
-tice of your Country. Let me entreat of ou, then, to return 


N 2 and thank Godfo or What has paſſed to- 


bis thort Addreſs was followed by! 2 loud ſhout of applauſe; - 
3 — the croud e ** 


* che f nſe of 


received. 


done our 


© becauſe 3 it did not become me to anticipate -any thi 
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